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OPINIONS OF THB.PRB8S 

ON 

THE CITY OF REFUGE 



'SirWaltar Besaot's iiovd« "^The City of Refiige/' is on the piwely 
imaginative lines whidi he makes so singnlariy attractive by his serious^ 
realistic treatment . . . He has given ns in the Cicely of the story 
before us a ghrl-beroine who is as charming as Phyllis of "The Golden 
fiutterfly." . . . The semi-mystical atmosphere is admirably preserved, 
and there are many passages and sajfings in the book which will fix 
themselves in the memory. The skilful story-teller, doubli with the philo- 
sophic observer of life, always to be recognised in Sir Walter Besant, is 
strongly in evidence in this instance.'— World, 

* The book is fidl of living interett, and is marked by unusual skill.'^ 
Lmds JiSgnmry. 

' A^nrious and sspfimely interesting study. . . . All the characters 
1^ drawn with conspicuous strength, and tach is a person whom we know. 
. . . "The City of Refuge "is a novel . . . of intense and peculiar 
mtienBt^~-S€9tsMan, 

* There is no living writer of fictioa against whom the aoousation of 
diOvenliness, or haste, or indifference can with more injustice be brought 
than Sir Walter Besant ... In taking up a new novel of his, one has 
always the intense satisfaction of feeling sure that, at least, one will get full 
value for the time one is about to spend upon it ; that, though it may not 
be his best work, it is absolutely certain to be thoroughly good work.' — 
Daify CkronieU. 

' Wa should be surprised If this new romance from Sfa: Walter Besant's 
pen does not prove one of hif most popular.*— />s<i^ Nems, 

'The development of the "Sister" who knows nothing of "ovtsidei", 
and who has l)een taught to believe that " single attachmenu " are injurious 
to the community, into the devoted lover of Gilt>ert, is quite in Star Walter 
Besant's best style.* ^PaU Mali GoMettt. 

' This aggregation of common American folk ... is a good inven- 
tion, and described with masterly minuteness.' — Athenaum, 

' Cicely, the heroine, is as sweet and charming as Sir Walter's heroines 
are wont to.be.'— A^ao Agt, 

* Sh* Walter Besant has the happy manner of a novelist certain of his 
public ; and of his good nature and kindness of heart, as well as of much 
else that helps to niake an3rthing he writes agreeable, it is needless to speak 
at this time of day. It is all abundantly evident in '* The City of Refuge." ' 
— Standard. 

* The smack of originality, thepleasant, rippling humour, the kindly 
tolerance, are all to be found in "The Qty of Rduge," with perhaps a little 
additional quantity of the ingredient *' fiMMy." It is as nice to tmd as any 
of its predecessors. *^-Qu§en, 
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PREFACE 



ISTJ 



As I have received certain qu^tfons and heard certain 
irresponsible criticisms concerning alleged rapidity of 
production, based on the appearance of the ^Citjr of 
Refuge ' only a few months after tliat of the * Master 
Craftsman,^ I think it is Accessary to explam that the 
former was written for -serial publication in thte Pall 
Mali Magaxme for last year, 1895, and in accordance 
with that arrangement the story occupied me during 
the greater part of the year 1894; that it wais not 
found convenient to carry out the original intention, 
and that tJ^e serial publication was therefore deferred 
until the present yefift*, vi^,, from April to October. 
Again, if the matter concerns anybody^^ I might mention 
that it would be to me, and I believe to everybody, 
utterly impossible to write two novels at tl^e same 
time. 

Certain alterations and additions to tha story as it 
appeared in the Magazine may perhaps be noted by 
any reader who first saw it in serial form. 

W. B. 

United Umiveksity Olub, 
September, 1896. 
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THE CITY OF REFUGE 



PROLOGUE. 

WHO SHALL RTJ} ME? 

* Gilbert ! At last P 

She had been leaning forward, her hands clasped over 
her knees, starmg strai^t before her; her eyes w«re 
angry and hard — ^there were black rings round them; 
her face was pale ; her look was set ; and her lips were 
drawn as one who differs physical pain. 

On the floor there rolled about a child of a year and 
a half. The niu^e, who had brought in the boy, think- 
ing to distract her mistress in this mysterious trouble, 
stood watching at the door, for Uie mother seemed not 
even to know that the child was there. Great, indeed, 
must be the trouble when even the child could remain 
unnoticed. 

She spranff to her feet with a cry. * At last !^ she 
repeated, and gave her visitor both hands — nay, she 
seized him by both hands — the action was Uke the 
despairing clutch of one who is drowning, one over 
whom the waves are sinking for the last tijaxe. * Gilbert ! 
You have come !* 

Then the nurse, who was an intelligent yoimg person, 
stepped forward and carried ofl^ the child. Mr^ Gilbert 
had come home. Everybody knew that whatever wa» 
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2 THE CITY OF BEFUGE 

wrong would be set right when Mr. Gilbert came home. 
This belief, which was universal, is almost enough by 
itself to explain Mr. Gilbert. 

* I reached home the day before yesterday. I received 
your note this mtpming. I came on to town at once. 
Now, my dear Dorabyn '* 

She threw up her arms. * Oh ! I must tell someone, 
or I shall go mad.^ 

^Tell me, then, as much or as little as you please. 
What you said in your note is the most wonderful thing, 
the most incredible thing '* 

' Use up all the adjed;ives m the language, and you 
will not nnd one that is adequate. My husband, as I 
told you, is actually, literally, and irretrievably ruined : 
nay, what I did not write, he is disgraced, degraded — 
among those few who know — ^sent out of the country."* 

* Disgraced? Sir Charles?^ Gilbert gasped with be- 
wilderment. *But — but — howT Because, you see, a 
man may go very far indeed before all these things 
happen to him — ^ruin, disgrace, exile. Many doors may 
be closed to the wicked man; but this is a world of 
various standards : many others still remain open to 
him— doors of other wicked men^s houses : the world is 
fiill of wicked men. What could Sir Charles Osterley 
have done so miraculously wicked as to bring all these 
things upon his head ? 

Yet the face of the woman showed that she was not 
exaggerating. Never had Gilbert seen that face, which 
he knew very well indeed, in all its moods, betray such 
a tumult oi emotions. She was, to begin with, the 
proudest, coldest woman outwardly, in all England : too 
proud to betray the least sign of weakness at any pos- 
sible or conceivable disaster. But her pride was broken 
down in the presence of disaster inconceivable, impos- 
sible, irretrievable; one that would be felt by the 
children and the grandchildren to the third and fourth 
generation, unless — ^which seemed impossible — something 
could still be done. 
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WHO SHALL Rm ME? 8 

* I sent for you, Gilbert. You are my oldest fiiend 
— at such a moment as this you seem to be my only 
friend."* 

Gilbert was one of those very rare creatures who have 
received the gift of making every \w)maQ — except the 
shrew, the termagant, the envious, the evil speaker, the 
liar, the slanderer, and the Devil — ^his close and personal 
friend in a very surprising manner and in an incredibly 
brief space of time. I know not how the thing is done ; 
of all the gifts and graces bestowed upon man it is the 
most enviable : in my own experience I have known but 
two or three men who possess this gift. Mere cleverness 
will not command that power ; by no accomplishments, 
arts, intellect, or worldly success can any man acquire 
it : one must be bom with it ; women, in fact, are not 
generally so veiy greatly moved by superiority of intel- 
lect or accomplishments, or success, things which they 
regard either as means of making money, like an office 
in the City ; or as so many parlour tricks, like plajring 
the zither. It is a gift of the gods ; it is a heaven- 
descended power. Gilbert had it ; there is no more to 
be said about it. With Lady Osterley, however, he was 
a really old friend — a friend of youth : they were of the 
same age ; they grew up together ; as a* boy he received 
all her confidences. When all the world fell in love with 
her for her beauty, which was cold, and for her money- 
bags, which were heavy, Gilbert did not. He remained 
her friend and continued to receive her confidences. 

And now, what had happened ? 

* How, my dear Dorabyn ?** Gilbert repeated. * I read 

in the pap^ "* he had the Times rolled up in his hand. 

He opened it and read : * " The annoimcement made in 
another column of the resignation and retirement into 
private life of Sir Charles Osterley will surprise most of 
our readers, and cause great regret on both sides of the 
House. That the nation shomd lose at so early an age 
the services of a statesman who has ahready acquired the 
confidence of his coimtrymen for probity, clearness of 
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4 THE CITY OF BEFUGE 

head, and a masterly grip of the problems of the day, 
is nothing less than a national disaster.^ ^ 

* " National disaster,'^ ' Dorabyn repeated. * Go on, 
Gilbert : " national disaster.*" Is there more ? 

* Yes, there is more. " It is imderstood that the de- 
cision arrived at by Sir Charles is final. Long though 
his life may be spared, there is no hope, it is said, that 
he will ever be able to return to the field of politics. 
This surrender of a career is not, we understand, 
suddenly forced upon Sir Charles. He has had it in 
contemplation for some time, though hitherto he has 
been able to entertain some hope that his symptoms 
would take a favourable turn. That hope has now been 
abandoned. While the country regrets, on its own ac- 
coimt, to lose the services of this young statesman, we 
must not forget the sympathies which we must extend to 
Sir Charles on the loss of most that he prized '^ ^ 

*"Most that he prized,''' Lady Osterley repeated 
bitterly. 

*"We must not forget what this blow means to a 
man in his position ^ ' 

' Ah !' said Lady Osterley, * if only the writer knew 
what it really does mean to him ! fiut I should like to 
hear what he thinks it means.' 

* " Loss of place ; loss of power ; loss of those higher 
offices — even the highest — which would probably have 
fallen to him in due time; loss of rank, if he desired 
higher rank "" ' 

* He desired everything, Gilbert — everything. I hope 
that he will buy a copy of this paper. It should be 
pleasant reading.' 

* " These are grievous losses," ' Gilbert went on read- 
ing : ^ " it requires great philosophy or great resignation 
to lose these things just as they seemed within reach. 
But there is more. It is the laudable ambition of every 
statesman to occupy a page in history : for this young 
statesman, cut off, so to speak, at the outset, there is no 
such place possible. And again, it is reasonable to 
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WHO SHALL BID ME? 5 

suppose that every statesman looks forward with hope 
to the passing of broad and wide measures, conducive 
to the public welfare. The nobler part of such a man 
survives in the services, the harvest-bearing services, which 
in his Ufetime he is privileged to render to his country. 
All these things and more have been lost by Sir Charles 
Osterley."* 

* You have read enough,' said the wife : * I hope that 
he will read it too, and that the words may become 
to him a scourge of scorpions. Oh ! Gilbert, I am 
becoming Kke a railing fishwife. But you will calm me. 
Oh, my dear Gilbert ! — she laid her sisterly head upon 
his shoulder — ^ you have come home in my direst need. 
You will tell me what to do.' 

* Well — but there is nothing in this paper about 
degradation.' 

* Yet the man is degraded. First of all, he is not 
stricken with any disease at all — he is quite well and 
strong. Next, he will go abroad immediately, because 
he must. Thirdly, he will never«dare to return again. 
Give me a minute or two — ^to recover — Gilbert.' She 
wcJked to the window and looked out. Then she 
turned. *You are looking well. That is the photo- 
graph of my boy : did you know I had a boy ? She 
went on saying things conventional, without meaning, 
as if speaking unconsciously. Then she left the window 
and fell into silence, standing on the hearthrug, gazing 
into the fire. 

A tall and handsome woman ; something reginal in 
her appearance ; a woman bom for authority and high 

Elace. Her neck looked as if diamonds would grace it ; 
er dark hair looked as if it wanted the gleam of a 
coronet ; upon her shoulders lay the queenly drapery of 
costly lace. In ancient days she wcndd have been a 
queen or a countess by right of her beauty ; for, of 
course, none but one of the conquering race could pro- 
duce a woman so victorious. In later — ^say Tudor — 
times, Dorabjm, as the Lady Imperia or as the Lady 
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6 THE CITY OF REFUGE 

Gloriana, would have led after her an ever-lengthening 
chain of captive lovers : they would have fought for 
her; they would have written poetry about the sun- 
light in her eyes and the tangles of her hair and the 
blinding splendour of her face. In the restricted 
manner possible for a self-governed age, which does not 
understand flames and darts and raptures and swoon- 
ines, which is comparatively passionless, Dorabyn could 
only follow the example of Lady Imperia at a distance. 
She had many admirers: all the men admired her; 
some dared to make love to her, but were speedily dis- 
missed ; she was gracious always, as becomes a gentle- 
woman, but she did not invite the wooing of the casual 
youth of the period. And as to marriage she had her 
own ideas. * I imderstand very well,' she wrote in one 
of her letters to Gilbert, * that marriage is a partner- 
ship in which the man must have the nominal com- 
mand; the woman's is the second place. This must 
always be the case, in spite of the advanced woman, 
unless man becomes tt contemptible creatiure. I will 
accept the second place when I can find a lover whom I 
can obey without losing my esteem. He will be a man 
whom 1 must respect for many qualities — intellect in 
the first place. And I should like him to be a man 
whom the world has already learned to respect.' 

Presently there came along such a man: he was 
young; he was in the House; he had already made 
something of a name ; he was a man of practical affairs ; 
he could make the driest subject interesting in a speech ; 
he was a man of family ; he was a handsome man. He 
had also the reputation of being a proud and reserved 
man. The marriage was arrangea at a time when 
Gilbert was travellmg about the world. Six months 
after the marriage Sir Charles Osterley's party came in, 
and he was made Under Secretary for the Fisheries — a 
very good beginning on the official ladder. 

And it was upon such a woman as this, holding such 
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WHO SHALL RTO ME? 7 

a position, with such prospects, that disgrace of the 
most horrible kind, shame unspeakable, the ruin of 
ambition, the loss of social position, and, worse still, a 
blight upon the whole life of her boy, had fallen. 
Nothing more terrible, as you shall see immediately, 
could have happened. 

As for Gilbert Maryon,for whom Lady Osterley sent, 
he was neither her brother, nor her cousin, nor her 
lover. He was the son of her guardian, and they were 
brought up together. And because Gilbert was strong 
and brave and always helped her along when she was a 
girl, and always looked up to her and thought for her, 
she believed in him more than sisters believe in brothers, 
or maidens believe in lovers : she told him everything ; 
and when they were separated she wrote to him about 
everything. 

The kind of confidential attachment — ^neither friend- 
ship nor love, but an exalted form of the former — 
which sometimes exists between two persons not of the 
same sex may be a most delightful thmg for both shep- 
herd and njrmph, provided mat it does not degenerate 
into the less exalted passion. It is an education for a 
girl, because she will not willingly suffer anything mean 
or base to enter into her letters or her words. She 
must rise to the situation: the height to which she 
rises is measured by the mental stature of the man. 
Now, Gilbert was taller than most men; therefore 
Dorabyn became a girl of higher standards than content 
many of her sisters. 

Such a confidential attachment mcnr be, in fsuctj more 
satisfying than love, because the girl gets all the sjon- 
pathy that she needs for herself. In too many cases 
the lover regards his mistress mainly as the giver of 
sympathy, not the recipient: he talks to her entirely 
about himself, and expects her to listen. Now, Gilbert 
Maryon asked for notning for himself; he gave all that 
he had to give, which was an amazing store of sym- 
pathy, interest, and coimsel, to the gu*l, and wanted 
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8 THE CITY OF REFUGE 

nothing in return. As for love, why, of course — ^but 
not in that way: 

As for Gilbert, Lady Osterley'^s confidential friend, 
he was, to look at, the ordinary youn^ man of this 
generation, which is a handsome, athletic generation ; 
ne was not quite the ordinary young man, oecause he 
was possessed of large brains : he took a First in some- 
thing or other; then, which is also not common, he 
had a moderate fortune, and belonged to a respectable 
family. He also had good manners, a kindly disposi- 
tion, and a pleasant voice. Like many young men of 
fortune, he travelled: he shot big game; he spent a 
summer among Eskimo ; he climbed the Andes ; he 
learned that Eton, Trinity, the West End, and the 
country house are not everytiiing ; and he acquired that 
attractive kind of contempt for things in general, 
especially things connected with money-getting, which 
men who roeun and ramble and have plenty of money 
for themselves do easily acquire. Nobody, you see, 
despises money-getting quite so much as the young man 
of generous instincts who is bom rich. 

Now, you have heard that Gilbert made every woman 
his friend. Yet, so far, his name had never been asso- 
ciated with that of any woman. You know the story 
of Petit Jehan de Saintr^ : how the continual contem- 

Elation of the perfections of his mistress made him 
lind to every other woman; his case, we are told, 
though I find it hard to believe, was common in thai 
day. It is now uncommon, yet not impossible. 

Gilbert^s ideal woman grew up in nis mind out of 
those letters. He found in the world plenty of charm- 
ing women, but not that woman. Dorabyn herself was 
not that woman. He fell, in fact, into the danger con- 
nected with ideals : he found no one like unto his ideal. 
Not that he was always looking out for his ideal, or 
yearning for it. Not at all. Omy that smaller women 
did not attract him. The thing is exactly like acquiring 
a taste for the very finest claret : an inferior vintage 
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WHO SHALL RED ME? 9 

ceases to please^yet the lower creation laps it up with 
avidity. Give me, however, an honest Hking for such 
wine as I can aflPord to buy. Give me the power of 
worshipping such a woman as I can expect to win. And 
since, fortunately, women do not grow really more noble 
or finer as they go up the ladder of rank, the latter 
petition must be referred to the mental and moral limi- 
tations of the lover. Put if in another form. In order 
to ensure happiness, which is contentment, let us not be 
too much in advance of our friends or our income. 

' Now,' said Gilbert, when Dorabyn had been silent 
for two minutes, ^ tell me what you really mean.' 

He sat down, and leaning against the arm of his chair 
he showed the ear and the side face of the listener. To 
look at her with full face might make things more 
difficult. 

* Tell me,' he repeated, in his gentle and persuasive 
voice, * all that you choose to tell J 

^ It seems so dreadful that no one warned me. Some 
one must have known.' 

^ I wish I had been at^ home, Dorabyn — ^though I 
knew nothing.' 

* Do you Uiink a man can go on for ever doing things 
without being foimd out ?' 

' I don't know. Some men do. I never heard any- 
thing about Sir Charles. At the same time I did not 
know him ; we belonged to difierent sets. For my own 
part, I have very little sjnmpathy with the parliamentary 
hand. The party politician, always angling for more 
votes, does not interest me.' 

* You know everybody. Do you think that anyone 
suspects — things about Sir Charles ?' 

^ What should anyone suspect ? I assure you no one, 
so far as I know, suspects anything at all in Sir Charles 
except that he is ambitious. \^^t should a traveller 
like me know of the scandals, if there are any, of the 
day?' 

* Then, Gilbert,' she sat upright and forced herself to 
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10 THE CITY OF REFUGE 

speak plainly, yet could not bring heKelf to a simple 
statement of fa!ct, * could you believe that this man who 
looks so superior — ^this man with the cold eyes and the 
proud face and the austere voice — ^is nothing better 
than — oh ! — all that we read about V 

^ One can believe an3i;hing about any man, if the 
thing is proved."* 

* It seemed to promise so well. There was everything. 
He was the most promising man of the time ; he was 
good in conversation ; he was a handsome man — ^I care 
something about that: it is true, he did not make 
violent love ; but he was well bred and quiet over it — 
which was a change, after some of them. And his 
people were pleasant. Why did no one tell me ? 

'First, I repeat, no one knew anything at all against 
him. Next, everybody thought that ambition entered 
into that marriage. Perhaps, if a woman marries for 
ambition she has leas right than other women to look 
into the past life."* 

' Perhaps you thought I was manning for position.' 

* Well, Dorabyn, you wrote to me fuUy at the time — 
I got your letter, I remember, in British Columbia — 
and you allowed me to believe that love had very little 
to do with it."* 

' Love had nothing at all to do with it, Gilbert,' she 
confessed. * I did marry him entirely for ambition. I 
thought I should like to be the wife of a great states- 
man. It is a very fine position indeed — far better than 
any coronet can give. But I did think I could respect 
him. And now you see the end of my noble ambi- 
tion."* 

* I shall see it, I dare say, presently.' 

'Then you will tell me what I sh^ll do, Gilbert. 
Becailse I do not know. ' My letter?!' she went on. 
* My letters ! Oh ! what things I .have said to you. 
Gilbert, you are my father confessor. I wonder if any 
woman ever took any man so completely into her con- 
fidence.' 
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WHO SHALL BID ME? 11 

* It seems as if 4 know you so well, Dorabjm, that I 
know beforehand all that you will do under any given 
circumstance. It would always be the best and the 
wisest thing to do.' 

She walked again to the window and looked out : the 
rain was falling on the asphalte of a London road in 
South Kensington. She turned and took up one trifle 
after another on the table : when one is mentally per- 
turbed these trifles seem to bring relief; people in great 
trouble always talk of things irrelevant, or occupy their 
minds for a moment with a trifle. I read, once, of a 
murderer who, on being arrested, pleasantly took up a 
shell from the mantelshelf and called attention to the 
singular beauty of its colouring. It was a relief from 
the terrible tension of his mind, you see. Gilbert sat 
in the same attitude, not moving — still with the side 
face. 

* You were married,' Gilbert ren^jnded her quietly. 

* Yes. Yes, I was married. I was going to be proud 
of him. Proud! Oh! Heavens! Thmgs began directly 
upon our marriage.' 

* What thmgs r 

* You shall hear. The honeymoon was tedious, and 
we came back to town after a week or two. Then 
Things began. Oh ! it was line upon line, and precept 
upon precept. The first blow fell the day after our 
return. His solicitor called. You must know that we 
have never had any vulgar quarrels. Charles was not 
that kind of man. Everything has been most politely 
managed by an aged,, bland, respectable old gentleman. 
Never was a woman led into the Valley of Humiliation 
more politely. Nobody could be more polite, more 
religiously polite, than this old solicitor. I always 
think of nim as an Archbishop.' 

'Well.?' 

^The first thing he broke to me — oh! with the 
utmost kindness, and as if it was an imexpected, sudden 
disaster, which nobody could understand— was that Sir 
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Charles had abeady gone through the whole of his pro- 
perty. He had married me simply for my fortune : this 
was a pleasing discovery for a woman who thought 
something of herself. Well, I had enough to carry on 
the house, and it didn^t seem to matter very much. 
Speculation on the Stock Exchange, this dear old man 
called it. I accepted the statement. As my husband 
was going to be Prime Minister some day, I accepted it 
without a murmur.' 

* I fear it pains you to tell me these things, Dorabyn.' 
^ Not so much as to brood over them in silence. The 

second blow fell when the Archbishop called again. 
He came to tell me, with s)nnpathy most profound, 
that my husband had lost a large sum of money — many 
thousand pounds — which must oe paid for him, in order 
to escape dishonour. Stock Exchange, he sweetly called 
it, a^ain. When I refused to listen to any talt about 
Stock Exchange ddbts, he confessed that it was a 
gambling debt. And then the whole thinf came out. 
The old man warned me plainly that one of two things 
would certainly happen. Either I should ruin myself 
in paying Charles's gambling debts, or he would fail to 
pay them and be expelled &om his clubs, which would 
oe social extinction. He has been, all the time, in spite 
of his austerity and his hard looks, a gambler achami : 
there is a club to which he belongs where there is an 
inner circle : they play constantly ; they play very high ; 
they never talk about their play.' 

* You paid that money ?' 

* He was going to become Prime Minister. One 
would give a great deal to become the wife of the 
Premier. Yes, I paid it. But as he had married me 
for my money I let him understand that henceforth he 
would get nothing but the money. So we parted, yet 
he remained imder this roof. Was that right ?' 

* It seems right. Did you have to give more money ?' 

* Yes. Much more money. My once large fortune, 
Gilbert, has been seriously impaired. The man is in- 
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satiable : he would drink up all the money in the world. 
I made up my mind, at last, that even to become the 
wife of the Premier one might pay too high a price. 
And besides, there was the boy to consider. I sent him 
word by the Archbishop that I would not give him 
another penny. That message, I suppose, was the 
cause of what has happened.^ 
*Yes.?' 

* I let the child go out just now because I could not 
bear to think that, even at his tender age, he should 
hear this terrible and shameful thing.' 

She could not, still, bear to tell it ; she kept approach- 
ing the thing — ^talking about it — agoing away from it. 

* It is the final blow,' she went on, once more fencing 
with it. * It is, I do believe, the most terrible thing that 
has ever happened to any woman. Gambler or not, I 
could still take pride in his success. I could endure even 
to be ruined if it were not for the boy. Many most 
honourable men have ruined their wives at the green 
table. Even then I could still be proud of him for his 
eloquence and his intellect. But this — ^this — oh ! who 
can bear it ? — ^who can bear it T She wrung her hands 
— her cheek was hot and flushed — ^there were no teai-s 
in her eyes. * Who can bear such a blow, Gilbert ?' 

* Again, Dorabyn, do not pain yourself to tell me.' 

* I tell you it is worse to be silent with it. And no- 
body knows except you and me and the man to whom 
it happened. Oh ! let me try to tell it exactly as it 
happened. It was two or three days ago — I don'^t know 
when. He sat down to play at this club with his 
gambling friends. He had no money at all ; there was 
nothing at his bank ; to play at all was worse than 
madness ; yet he played. He knew that I would give 
him no more money; he could not possibly pay the 
smallest loss ; he knew that, for the sake of the boy, I was 
inflexible. Yet he played. And he lost. When they 
left off he had lost over three thousand pounds.' 

* Yes — over three thousand pounds.' 
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^ Next day he paid his debts in full, as a mau of 
honour must."* 

* His cheques were refused ? 

^Not at all: the cheques were honoured. Because, 
you see, a letter with a cheque for d&3,600 had that 
morning been received at his bank ; and the cheque was 
for the account of Sir Charles Osterley.** 

' Well r 

* The cheque and the letter piurported to come from 
my cousin, Lord Richborough/ 

* And they did not ?' 

'♦Jo. They were forgeries. My husband forged 
them."* 

* But — Good Heavens ! Was he stark, staring mad ?' 

* I suppose that he reasoned this way : " No one will 
know who forged the cheque and sent the letter. I will 

. say that I know nothing about it. My wife will give 
back the money to her cousin.*" But I don't know how 
he reasoned. A gambler is a madman.' 

* Was the fact proved ? 

*Yes. Beyond the possibility of any doubt. The 
handwriting was his — it was impossible to doubt this ; 
there was the fact that, a day or two before, he had 
sent for his bank-book, so that he knew there was 
nothing to his credit ; and yet that morning he drew 
cheques for over three thousand pounds. And the 
forged cheque was torn out of his own book ; for Lord 
Richborough and he had the same bank. The thing 
was quite simple as soon as tibe handwriting of the 
letter was discovered."* 

*WeUr 

^ My cousin called upon him, and charged him point- 
blank with the fact. At first he expressed astonish- 
ment. Then my cousin explained the evidence of the 
case. And then he confessed.' 

* Confessed? Good Heavens!' Gilbert was no 
longer listening with an impassive side face, Uke a father 
confessor ; he was sitting upright in his chair facing th^ 
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unhappy woman, with amaz^nent written all over him. 
* He confessed ? 

^ My cousin anticipated this confession, and he had 
made up his mind what to do. He said that he would 
honour the cheque, so as to save a scandal: this he 
would do for my sake ; but on conditions. Sir Charles 
must go away and kill himself as the price of silence. 
He pointed out that in this way Charleses honour, 
and my honour, and my son^s honour would be pre- 
served, and no one would ever know the real reason of 
the suicide. Would you believe it ? He refused ! 
Coward! — Coward! — Coward!' She wrung her hands 



* Coward !' Gilbert echoed. 

^Thfln my cousin, again for my sake, gave him 
another choice. If he would, that very day, resign 
everything — ^his post, his political career, his seat, his 
clul^ — ^and leave the country never to return, he would 
not prosecute. He left the wretched man to find his 
own excuses ; for his own part he promised — ^for my sake 
— silence. If he refused this oflfer ne would be prosecuted 
in a court of justice.' 

* A dreadful alternative. And then ? 

*He accepted. He went out of that room. Oh! 
Gilbert, much as I loathe and hate the man, I cannot 
bear to think of it ; he went out of that room, I was 
told, with — ^what shall I say ? — ^the white despair of a 
man disgraced stamped upon his face. I try not to re- 
member his agony at that moment, for fear of pitying 
the man. My cousin, who brought me the story, told 
me that the sight made him tremble. The tears came 
into his eyes while he told me. Oh, the horror of it ! 
Oh, the shame of it ! Gilbert ! Think of it ! He 
went out fallen — changed from a gentleman into a 
detected rogue, with the full knowledge of what de- 
tection meant to a man in his position ! Oh ! think of 
it — ^think of it ! How could he ?' 

' tideed— how could he ? What more could Gilbert 
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say ? There are no words of consolation in such a case 
as this. Nothing can console. 

*In the morning — yesterday morning — ^his solicitor 
came — the Archbishop. He assumed a face of deep 
sympathy : I had no doubt heard from Sir Charles of 
this sudden breakdown — ^^ong threatened, dear 
Madam, long expected, borne with fortitude."" I 
wonder how much ne knows of the story. Sir Charles, 
he said, was ordered, as his only chance, to go abroad 
immediately. As he said nothing, not even oy way of 
keeping up appearances, of my going to see the man, I 
take It that he knows, or suspects, a ^ood deal. But he 
will not talk. Meantime, on the subject of money. It 
was for no gambling debt, he explained, that he asked 
for money ; but when a man smitten by sudden sick- 
ness — ^this old Pecksniff never even smiled— -is told that 
his one chance is to go abroad, why, he must have some 
money to go with. " I do not say,*" he admitted, " that 
my client has behaved well ; however, forgiveness is the 
act of a Christian ; he must have money, and perhaps 
under all the circumstcmces ^ — ^I think he guesses pretty 
well what they are — ^^ it will be best for you to give him 
what he wants.*" So I gave him a cheque for jPSOO, 
with the firm assurance that nothing in the world would 
ever induce me to give him any more ; that he might 
starve — and so on. I spare you the rest, Gilbert. 
Then I heard that you were at home, and I wrote to 
you. And you have come. There, Gilbert ! you know 
all — and a very pretty whole it makes."* 

* Yes,' he said : * this is the most miserable business 
I have ever heard. My poor Dorabyn ! But the man 
has gone out of your sight. That is something."* 

'But not out of my life. Oh, Gilbert — ^help me 
to drive him out of my life. All the world is told 
that Sir Charles has been sent away hastily — smitten 
with some sudden disease. That fiction will have to 
be kept up, I suppose, till people begin to forget 
him."* 



Digitized by 



Google 



WHO SHALL RED ME? 17 

^People forget veiy easily nowadays. In a week it 
will be as if Sir Charles had never existed.' 

' How can I go about — ^meet my Mends — with this 
guilty knowledge ?' 

* Not guilty, Dorabyn.' 

'Shameful knowledge, then. I am a wife, but not 
a wife ; a widow whose husband is still living : my 
husband is a guilty and shameful wretch of whom 
all the world speaks well. Why am I not abroad with 
him in his iUness ? Why have I deserted him ? 

* Where is he now ?' 

* I don'*t know. He must go to America, I believe. 
Gone to take another name in some place where his 
face is not known. He can never come back here 

Xin. 4Ie could never bear to face that story. Mean- 
le, I remaim '^ 

'Yes.' 

He used the word as indicating reflection. 

'I remain. Do you understand what that means? 
He goes away, stricken down by disease, followed by 
the sympathy of the world. I — ^his stony-hearted wife, 
the only one who does not feel for him — remain.' 

' Yes.' 

'Another thing. He vanishes. He wanders about 
the world. Whether he lives or dies I know not. I 
shall never know, for he will be too proud — ^he has that 
one quality left of his birth and education — ^to tell 
anyone who he is. I am therefore bound to him, 
perhaps, for more than his life; for years after he 
may have gone to gamble and to commit forgeries in 
the other world.' 

'Yes.' 

' Still another thing. On every side there are diffi- 
culties. There are his own people : he has any number 
of people. They will all be wanting to know every 
day where he is, how he is. Good Heavens ! There 
is his mother, there is his sister : they must never know — 
any more than my boy. And there are Iny own people 
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was to be eflFected. Only one way. But this she did 
not, at the time, understmid. 

It was with somewhat lightened heart — did Gilbert 
ever fail ? — that Dorabyn packed up her things, and, 
with her maid, her nurse and her boy, went abroad — to 
join, they said, her interesting husband. 

m nt ^ m * 

Extract from the Mornmg Post : — 

* The circumstances which have caused the resignation 
of Sir Charles Osterley are still partly unexplained. It 
appears that he is not acting by the advice of the learned 
practitioner who has the care of his household, either in 
town or the coimtry, nor does that gentleman know any- 
thing of the case. He has never been consulted by Sir 
Charles, who, according to those who knew him, always 
seemed to enjoy the best of health. The fact, however, 
remains that Sir Charles has been ordered abroad im- 
mediately : it is now certain that he was suddenly taken 
ill while on a visit : the case was so urgent that on a 
partial recovery he was hurried away under charge of a 
medical man without even going nome; nor did her 
Ladyship, who was at the time out of London, know 
what had happened till he was gone. The shock proved 
almost too much for her. She is quite unable to see 
anyone. It is understood that she will at once join him. 
Sir Charles is reported to have shown some signs of im- 
provement, but very little hope is entertained of a 
speedy or a permanent recovery. His physicians have 
not thought fit to inform the world as to the precise 
nature of the attack ; but the rumoiu: is persistent as to 
disorder of the brain. We fear that Sir Charles Osterley 
is lost to politics and to the House of Commons. Mean- 
while, we believe that a house has been taken for him in 
the South of France. We venture, as political enemies, 
to hope that the time will come when we may again 
measure swords with an antagonist so worthy — so 
courteous — ^and so honourable.'* 
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BOOK I. 

THE HOUSE OF MEDITATION 
CHAPTER I. 

THE MASTER. 

' You desire, you say, to stay with us,' said the Master. 
* Are you merely anxious to study our Community ? You 
can only stay with us in obedience to our common Rule. 
Do you imderstand what that is ?' 

* Not very well.' 

The new comer, or novice, was none other than 
Gilbert, and the Community was seised or possessed of 
a house and land in the State of New York. 

* Why do you come here, young man ? Are you dis- 
appointed with Outside ? We have such among us who 
come, bruised and broken, to find, if they can, peace and 
calm. Have you, perhaps, committed some crime? 
We have some who come to us, thus disgraced, to 
recover self-respect beneath this roof. Do you come in 
the pay of some newspaper, to pry into our lives and 
make "copy'' out of things sacred to us? Some do 
that, also, pretending other reasons.' 

* It is not for any such reason that I come here. I 
am neither disappointed in ambition, for I have none ; 
nor am I a criminal ; nor am I a journalist. I would 
stay here for a while : receive me as a paying boarder if 
you will.' 

* I would rather that you came for Elevation. It is 
for Elevation that the Community exists. It is for 
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Elevadon that we have left Outside. Well, you may 
stay with us ; but if you stay you must work Hkc us for 
your living: we take no money. You look like an 
honest man. Stay as long as you please on that condi- 
tion. You will find refreshment for your soul in our 
simple life if you choose to take it. Perhaps you will 
remain with us altogether if you lose the recollection of 
Outside."^ 

*By "Outside*" you mean, I take it, the world? 
Well, I thank you for your permission. I will obey your 
Rule of Work, and I will stay.' 

The place was a large and very ugly hall, built of 
wood, bare and plain, with not the least attempt at 
decoration. The roof was open, showing the rafters; 
the walls were painted a bright yellow ; there were three 
large square windows on each side. These windows 
were provided with green blinds as a protection against 
the Sim ; the blinds were partly drawn down. Along 
one end stood a low platform raised about twelve inches; 
a pianoforte stood in the comer of the platform. The 
body of the room was occimied by three parallel rows 
of narrow tables, along which. were common wooden 
benches; the tables were bare; the room was empty. 
This was the refectory, the common room, the calefac- 
tory, the chapter-house, the cloister, all in one, of the 
Community. 

The Master sat at the end of the middle table in an 
armchair : he was the only member of the Society who 
was allowed a chair ; the new comer stood before him 
looking, it must be confessed, ill at ease, on accoimt of 
a certain difficulty in explaining his motives for craving 
admission. 

The Master was an old man, probably past seventy 
years, but still tall and erect. . His long white hair 
hung down upon his shoulders, and his long white beard 
flowed over nis chest. In appearance he was truly 
patriarchal. His face was handsome still ; his featiu:es 
not yet, despite his age, exaggerated by the graving tool 
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of time : it was like the face that they used to show in 
the so-called spirit photographs, which always repre- 
sented a long face, rather a handsome face, yet a weak 
face, a conventional face, supposed by believers to rrare- 
sent great possibilities of intellect : a high square fore- 
head, straight eyebrows, a long straight nose and an air 
of self-satisfaction. The Master's eyes, however, were 
his most remarkable feature: they were large and 
limpid, of a soft dark blue ; they were fiill of light ; 
sometimes the light was soft and steady, kindly and 
benevolent; sometimes it glowed and burned uke a 
flame : it waxed and waned according to his mood. 
They were the eyes of the Prophet — ^Mohammed him- 
self, I am sure, had such eyes — ^though his were black 
and perhaps almond shaped. They were also the eyes 
of the Visionary, the Cmnk, who thinks himself en- 
trusted with a message never before delivered to an 
expectant world. 

* Whatever your motive,' the Master went on, ^ what- 
ever your history, you are welcome. Here you will 
receive the Discipline of Labour, the Discipline of 
Silence, the Discipline of the Simple life. Here you 
will be freed from care, from ambition, from jealousy 
envy, strife : all that stands between yourself and the 
Higher life shall fall away and vanish. 

Gilbert opened his lips as if he would like to inquire 
forther into the Higher life, but changed his mind. 

* What other rules are there,' he asked, * besides 'the 
Rule of Work?' 

* There are no vows of admission. If you desire to 
go, you can go. Some have grown tired of our disci- 
pline, or they have longed again for the outer world, 
and so have left us. As for our rules, they are only 
such as are necessary in a Commimity ; designed for 
order and for the carrying out of our principles. Take 
down that card ' (he pointed to a large card nanging on 
the wall). Gilbert ooeyed, and read the rules. 

* 5.30, Rise and dress ; 6 to 8, Fatigue ; 8, Restoration ; 
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9 — 12.30, Fatigue ; 1, Restoration ; Afternoon, Rest and 
Recreation ; 6, Restoration ; 7, Meditation ; 9, Repose.' 
' Fatigue ? Restoration ?' asked Gilbert. 

* Fatigue is work, which is necessary for the health of 
the body. Restoration is food. Outside, it is called 
breakfast, dinner, or supper.** 

as this all the Rule?' 

* This,' said the Master, ^ is our life : we work together ; 
we take Restoration together ; we take Recreation as we 
choose ; we meditate.' 

* You meditate ?' 

* Meditation, of which you know nothing as yet, is 
the handmaid of the Higher Life. Meditation has for 
ages past formed a part of the Higher Life among the 
Orientals. It is oiu* especial service to the Western 
world that we have restored the Rite of Meditation. 
You do not yet, of course — ^how should you ? — ^under- 
stand what this means. Young man, if you stay here, 
like the rest of us you will presently find that our even- 
ing Meditation crowns the day and glorifies it. Wait : 
wait till you, too, can fall into M^itation when you 
please. To return. There are no vows, yet we must 
obey each other; we live in common, yet there is no 
need to share our property, because we want no property : 
most of us have none. I do not ask you whether you 
are rich or poor ; we live by our labour : rich or poor, 

JTou must live by your labour; rich or poor, you will 
ive with us, fare as we fare, dress as we dress ; give to 
all and receive from all.' 

Said the novice tentatively, * It is your scheme that 
each should work for the other ; give to him, and receive 
from him .^' 

' Remember that man is always alone, although with 
a companion at his side,' continued the Master, not re- 
plying. * Every individual soul is in space, alone, with 
nothing but itself, rising higher or sinking lower. The 
loneliness of the soul demands frequent Meditation: 
that means absolute absorption ; but for purposes of 
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work, or even of Recreation, we want association; so 
we live together. We do not encourage, at any time, 
not even in the hours of Recreation, idle talk ; and we 
do not encourage too much interest in our work — ^that 
is to say, we must not make work the chief subject of 
our thoughts. Work must be a servant, not a master. 
Many of us, I have found, are hindered by their devotion 
to work, especially when it is artistic work. I teach that 
work once done should be put away and forgotten.' 

*I suppose,' said the inquirer, ^reading and writing 
belong to the afternoon ?' 

•No. We never read at all. We have no books. 
We have been uplifted into the understanding that all 
reading is foolishness. What should we read ? History ? 
What is it but a record of man's iniquities and cruelties ? 
Science? It is the mind groping after things which, 
when they are discovered, are made the engines of more 
iniquities. Man is not one whit the better for any dis- 
covery of science. Poetry? It is at best a quickener 
of emotion — some Communities use it in the singing of 
hymns. At its best it may help to Elevation ; at its 
worst it fills the soul with damnable witcheries. Novels ? 
They are for the most part idolatrous offerings to Love, 
of whom they make a god — ^yea, and far above all other 
gods. With us Love takes the place which nature in- 
tended for it, and no more. What else should we read ? 
There is Theology. It is the worship of the Word. 
We want no Theology here. Or there is Philosophy. 
We have already all we want.' 

*How can one live without reading? It is like 
breathing : one mvM read.' 

The Master laid a hand on the visitor's arm. * You 
are new among us,' he said. * You bring with you the 
habits of the world. In order to calm yoiu: ever-present 
disease of restlessness you must be for ever reading or 
writing when you are not talking. You begin by thirst- 
ing after books as a drunkard thirsts after strong drink. 
Your restlessness demands the usual sedative. Presently, 
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if you stay here long enough, the disease will vanish ; 
you will gradually become, like myself, absolutely calm.' 
His eyes began to be filled with Hght; his rich, per- 
suasive voice began to swell Hke an organ, crescendo. 
* Your mind will float like a vessel on a cahn sea ; you 
will altogether forget Outside ; you will soar upwards, 
free from earthly ambitions, free from hiunan passions ; 
you will have no hopes, no fears, and no attachments to 
this earth ; one by one the ropes will break which now 
connect you with Outside. To you, as it has long been 
to me, tnis House will become the whok imiverse. To 
you, as to me, the unhappy beings who struggle and 
suffer Outside will cease to exist. But you must first 
forget the Past.' 

^ But this Meditation P he asked. 

^ The power of abstraction does not arrive all at once, 
or readily. But there are helps. Some of the younger 
members dance. You look astonished? Dancing has 
always proved a stimulus to Meditation. For myself, I 
know not by experience how dancing affects one.' 

* In the chapel ?' 

* We have no chapel ; we have no collective prayers, 
praise, singing or preaching. We do not keep any aays, 
seasons, feasts or fasts. lUmember that oiu: Rule is no 
new thing. We have been here twenty yecirs. It has 
proved salutary to many. Doubt not that it will give 
you the peace and calm which perhaps you want.' 

* Peace and calm,' the visitor repeated, with doubt or 
misgiving in his eye. He had not come to this place in 
search of either. 

* In our Community,' continued the Master, * there is 
no working for private profit, no desire for gain ; there 
are no offices to be fiU^, no ambitions to be gratified. 
Think. . With the aboUtion of wealth and ambition 
vanish half the temptations of the world. With anxiety 
about the ftiture, with the fear of want, vanish half the 
hindrances of Ufe. And then there is the passion of 
love.' 
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* Of love, repeated the listener. 

^ Think of the happiness of living without love.' 

* Ah !' said the novice, but doubtfully. 

* We do not advocate that exclusive friendship called 
love ; each soul should feel that it stands alone ; we do 
not foster the passion of love in this house; single 
attachments we discoimtenance : yet if man or woman 
wish to marry, we suflFer it, but after warnings. With 
the greater part nothing binds a man to the earth more 
than the love of wife and children. Here, at least, you 
will be spared t)ie temptation that assails the young 
continually Outside. But you must first forget the 
Past.' 

Gilbert sat down on the bench opposite to the 
Master. * You are,' he said, ^ more serious than I under- 
stood. I thought that this was a Community princi- 
pally for the purpose of following the common life — a 
Kind of co-operative brotherhood.** 

*To Outside it is little more. To us — ^how much 
more! My son, you are, as yet, perfectly ignorant. 
But fear not : you will learn. And first, you will have 
to learn the elementary lesson, that there is nothing in 
the whole world to desure — ^nothing worthy of any man^^s 
eflforts — except Elevation.' 

He rose — a tall and stately figure — and, as he stood 
over his disciple, Authority fell upon his face and upon 
his figure, and upon his garments. As much Authority 
wrapped him round as if he had been in lawn sleeves 
and silk instead of an old tweed jacket and a flannel 
shirt. And his dark blue eyes kindled, and his voice 
rose. 

* We have been created — ^we know not when. Man, 
who will have no ending, never had a beginning. Let 
me speak to you a little. I am old, and I have medi- 
tated much ; I know a great deal that you cannot know, 
and many things that I cannot explain to you — ^you 
would not understand.' 

I£s voice was full and musical ; if it rose but a little 
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it became sonorous ; if it fell it was like the rolling of 
an organ softly played. Never had Gilbert heard so 
wonderful a voice. It held him — just as the music of 
an organ will seize and hold the soul and sway it this 
way and that as the musician wills. The words that he 
spoke, as you read them on this cold printed page, mean 
little. As they were spoken they were words which the 
soul could not choose but receive — ^words not to be 
questioned ; words of new wisdom ; a new revelation. 

* We pass from life to life,' he went on ; * from age to 
age, from aeon to aeon, through all tha countless years. 
We never die ; we cannot die ; death is but a short 
sleep — there is no time in death — and birth is but a re- 
newal of the former life ; through all the births man'*s 
soul moimts — mounts — mounts; or falls — ^falls — ^falls. 
Oh ! We who stand upon the higher levels, where you 
will soon join us — we can look around and behold 
heights invisible to those below ; nay, we can even look 
above — ^through the veil — beyond the veil, and have 
glimpses, and see visions. How can I tell you what we 
see ? How can I express the things which the mind of 
man cannot conceive nor his words paint ? How can I 
repeat the things that no voices say to us ?' His eyes 
suddenly flamed— they became balls of fire — ^he gazed 
outwaras as one who hath a vision. ^ Voices invite us, 
hands press ours, fingers beckon us into the next world 
— ^the next step in our ascent. Believe me, it will be a 
far, far nobler, a far, far lovelier world, than this; 
ever}i:hing that we have here we shall have there, but 
far, far more perfect. For even in the highest heaven 
itself the things will be those that we have here, but 
made perfect inconceivably. There are others in this 
house beside myself to whom the voices come ; these are 
those who lead the perfect life. Yet this next world 
itself is but a stepping-stone to the next. Oh, happy, 
happy brother !' he took the novice by the hand, * you 
have left Outside. Do not seek to go back to it ; find 
peace and rest amongst us.' 
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The voice, the eyes of the man moved Gilbert more 
than the words. His brain reeled ; he would have lost 
command of himself, but for a thought which returned 
to him — the disturbing thought; which stood between 
his soul and the influence of this magnetic voice — ^he re- 
membered the reason why he found himself in that house. 

The words, to repeat, mean little. It would be easy 
to scoff at them : one might ask where the speaker 
found all this wonderfiil knowledge ; but the words were 
spoken with so much authority, with a voice so rich and 
sonorous, with such magnetism in his eyes, that the 
newly-arrived brother, who expected nothing but a 
commonplace religious quackery, was moved to the 
depths. Yet he was a man of West-End London, a 
man of the world, a man of society. 

The preacher ceased; he sat down; the Authority 
went out of his face ; the light went out of his eyes ; he 
was again a clean, nice-looking old man, with white hair 
and dark blue eyes — a gentle-looking person, probably 
a favourite with old ladies at the tea-table — -dressed in 
a rather shabby tweed jacket, with a black felt hat on 
the bench beside him. Then he spoke in quite a 
different voice : 

* You come to us, Gilbert Maryon, for some reason or 
other — I know not what ; but I perceive clearly that it 
is not the desire of the Higher Life. Nor is it the 
desire to escape the consequences of crime — a thing 
which has brought us pretended converts. I perceive 
also that you are an Englishman, apparently of better 
station than many that you will find here; you are 
further, as is apparent from your manner, one of educa- 
tion and refinement. You will find some things among 
us that you will not understand, or perhaps approve : 
do not mock at these things, even in yovir heart ; do 
not laugh at us, even secretly. Say to yourself, " Such- 
and-such are their ideals ; in some unknown way these 
things are found helpful by the Community; I will 
wait.'' Promise me so much, Gilbert.' 
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^ I will promise so much, at least. You have greatly 
moved me. I expected nothing like it '' 

* Enough. Now, it is already past five o'clock. I 
will send one of yoiu: aew sisters to take you round the 
house and show you the workshops. You will choose 
your own work. And yoiu: sister will show you your 
room. And, my brother, you must resolve at once, and 
fix)m this moment, to forget the Past.' 



CHAPTER n. 

THE MONASTIC HABIT. 

Gilbert sat down and waited while the Master went off 
to find that sister. ^ This,' he said, ^ is a very remarkable 
Community ; I must see something of it before I com- 

Elete the job. If the Prophet knew why I have come 
ere !' He felt horribly guilty, because, of a truth, it 
was not at all the kind of job to suit the House. Yet it 
had to be done somehow, and that speedily. I suppose 
he won't know me ; if he does, I must settle it at once. 
I don't think he knows me ; I have never seen him, and 
I don't think he has ever seen me. Yet he is here and 
I am here, and Dorabyn must be set free.' He took a 
letter from his pocket-book and opened it. * There can 
be no mistake possible ; he put the fact into words plain 
and clear; the information is certain — he is in this 
house. A pretty reason, truly, I could give the Prophet 
for joining this Community of men who are rising to 
other worlds !' 

He read the letter over again for the tenth time. It 
was from a private detective of New York. 

' I am pleased to report that I have at last discovered 
the hiding-place of the man you want. He has changed 
his name so often and has worked with so much secrecy 
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that it has been extremely difficult to trace him ; I have 
only done so by following up from place to place the 
mischief which he and his company have caused. 

'What I have learned is this. He came over in 
April, 1893, under the name of Charles Lee. Whether 
this was an assumed name or a true name I cannot tell ; 
nor have any inquiries in Scotland Yard been answered 
satisfactorily. He does not seem known to the London 
detectives. He went first of all to a French hotel of 
doubtfiil reputation; and he was received in certain 
gambling clubs, where he seems to have lost a consider- 
able sum of money in a very short time. Presumably it 
was all he had, because he was next seen in the streets 
of New York in a destitute and miserable condition. 
This was changed, however, before long ; for we find 
him again in a first-class hotel, living as an English 
gentleman of fortime. The explanation is simple : the 
men among whom he lost his money — ^a ring of sharpers 
— ^wanted a confederate whose manners and appearance 
would command more confidence than their own ; he 
joined them. He has been with them ever since. They 
travel about — but singly, not together : they never own 
each other. They go from town to town ; sometimes they 
pretend to rook the rich Englishman, in order to disarm 
suspicion. Always the rich Englishman is drawn into 
the gambling den, and loses money ; then the men of 
the place have a turn or two with him, and the luck 
miraculously turns. They appear to have done very 
well. At Chicago, in the summer of 1893, they made 
quite a pile, and lived on the best of everything all the 
time. They added to their gaming certain operations 
of a " long-firm ^ character. What broke up the gang 
was the death of a young Mexican at one of their 
haunts. I do not know the particulars. Mr. " Charles 
Lee " was present, certainly ; out very little is said about 
it, and nothing gets into the papers. The ring is 
broken up and dispersed ; the police are picking up the 
members here and there. As for your man, he has 
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found a hiding-place where they are least likely to look 
for him. It is in a quiet Community of Cranks — one 
of the many Communities which have been tried in this 
country. They admit anybody who conforms to their 
Rule ; they are only a small body ; thev are said to be 
quite harmless ; they live about four miles from the city 
of Aldermanbury, N.Y. There your man is at present 
hiding ; he will stay there, if he is wise, a long time. 

* I Team further from my informant, who was one of 
them, that ^* Charles Lee ^ is the ablest as well as the 
best-mannered man in the gang. It is he who devises 
new combinations and novel methods. He is a devil for 
ingenuity and ruthlessness. His only weakness is that 
he goes mad over gambling. They let him play as much 
as he pleases, but he is always made to play with one of 
the gang. For the rest, ne is fiiU of resource and 
always oevising new schemes — ^a most dangerous man. 
He would do well, I repeat, to stay where he is as long 
as he can.^ 

* Well,' said Gilbert, folding up the letter, * I am 
here, and he is here. Dorabyn, the day of your redemp- 
tion draweth nigh. He is here, and I am here, and — ^he 
shall fight me. It shall be a duel to the death.' 

He sighed with relief; he replaced the pocket-book, 
and he returned to the consideration of the House. 

* One expected,' if we may put his thoughts into 
words, ' to find on the religious side of the Fraternity a 
smug and self-satisfied sectarianism. One thought the 
Master would have been something like a Primitive 
Methodist minister, but more narrow and more cock- 
sure ; instead of that, one finds a Prophet with elo- 
quence, persuasion and nobility. He nas interesting 
views ; he has constructed an entirely new scheme of 
the universe and of humanity ; and he apparently enjoys 
a private revelation of his own. On the practical side 
one expected there would be futility and pretence : on 
the other handy there is solid work. What the Master 
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actually teaches in matters of doctrine will be ascertained 
in good time ; at present it appears that they have no 
creed, no curticles, no chapel, no services. It is a religious 
house without any religion ! As for myself, I am 
ashamed, thinking of my mission. The reason of my 
coming is not in the least the elevation of my soul, as 
the Master hopes. It is — ^what ? Justice or revenge ? 
I know not. As for the Rule, there is none ; or, if any, 
it is comprised in the simple law, " Thou shalt do no 
reading.*" No chapel, no religious services, no sacred 
books, no preachmg — a religion, therefore, without 
doctrines; everybody to believe what he pleases; no 

priest, no mysteries, no '* 

At this point Gilbert's speculations were disturbed. 
The disturbing influence was a girl, who came into the 
hall with the evident intention of speaking with him. 
She was quite young — ^not more than nineteen or twenty ; 
she was bare-headed, but carried her hat in her hand. 
Gilbert sprang to his feet. Good heavens ! was this a 
sister of the Community ? Were all the sisters like 
this girl? Was he, in sober reality, in a paradise 
peopled with veritable angels ? Because, you see, this 
girl possessed a face which few artists could ever imagine, 
invent, or find — a face of such purity, holiness and un- 
worldly beauty, with so much tranquillity in it, so much 
virginal sweetiiess in it, so much innocence in it, that 
she might have been standing behind the Master and 
whispering in his ear while he discoursed upon the voices 
and the unspeakable glories of his vision. Such a face 
as Dante saw in Beatrice, such a face as Petrarch saw in 
Laura — such a face was that which met this new brother 
of the House. The features of her face were perfectly 
regular; her head was shapely, her hair fine — ^and it 
would have been abimdant too, had it not been ruth- 
lessly cut short just below the ears ; her eyes were gray, 
toudied with blue, and very, very serious : her face was 
composed and grave; her mouth was set. It was an 
oval face, a Greek face, with a somewhat low forehead. 

3 
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Her stature was tall, and her figure slight. This was a 
girl bom in the House : she had never been outside it ; 
she had never even spoken with anyone out of the Com- 
munity ; she had never heard anyone laugh ; she knew 
nothing of the outer world, except that it mostly 
belong^ to quite the lower levels; she had an un- 
bounaed belief in the Master and in the Community ; 
and she lived for the greater part of her time in a world 
of dreams. 

' Brother Gilbert,' she began, with a pretty, maidenly 
blush, ' the Master has sent me to look after you.' 

* It is very kind of the Master — and of you.' 

* I generally receive new comers to the House. My 
name is Cicely.' 

' My Sister Cicely,' he repeated gravely. * There is 
no tie more deliffhtful than the brotherly and sisterly 
bond. I hope I 3iall prove worthy of it.' 

The appearance of this interesting maiden was another 
reason why the completion of the business in hand must 
be made to wait for a day or two. 

^ You are an Englishman, the Master said. My father 
was English, too. I hope you will stay. I think you 
look as if you could rise. Some who come here go away 
again very quickly.' 

' Oh !' the latest comer repeated. * It is good of you 
to say so. They go away. Why do they come ? Why 
does anybody come here ?' 

'I don't know. Sometimes they come crying and 
weeping — ^they are the sisters ; they cry for the wicked- 
ness they have left Outside. Sometimes they are bad 
people, who come here to repent. You will find it a 
beautiful place for repentance — ^but I hope, Brother 
Gilbert, that you are not that kind. We have had 
burglars here.' 

* I have not done anything. Cicely, I assure you — not 
even a burglary.' 

'Then you begin at once, like me, on the higher 
levels. I have never been in the world at all, so that I 
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never had the opportunity of doing anything. Other- 
wise I miffht have been a burglar too.' 

* Very likely indeed,' Gilbert replied, with a little 

laugh. * At least "^ he remembered the very serious 

views of the Prophet, and was ashamed of laughing. 
* That is — I mean — well — ^I shall be pleased to fall in 
with the customs of the House. And you can tell me 
who the members are — all of them ?' 

*Yes. But it is nearly half -past five: Restora- 
tion bell will soon ring, and you are not even dressed 
yet.' 

He was surprised at this objection. He had not 
expected such refinements in a monastery. 

* Do you dress for Restoration here, then ? 

She looked puzzled. ^I mean,' she said, *that you 
have not yet put on the dress of ihe House.' 

* Oh ! but I haven't got the dress of the House.' 

* I will show you presently where you can get one.' 

^ Oh !' He now observed that she wore a curious 
kind of imiform. * Is that the sisters' dress ?' 

* Of course it is.' 

She was such a very lovely, dainty and ethereal maiden 
that she even rose superior to her costiune. The full 
dreadfulness of the dress did not burst upon him all at 
once — such a thing requires time ; it grows upon one ; 
its ugliness cannot be realized by the human imagination 
at the first aspect. There are enormities in ugliness as 
there are enormities in figures, fortimes, distances, which 
have to be slowly approached and gradually appreciated. 
The sisters of that Community were clad in a uniform 
profoundly uffly. I cannot believe that the Master, 
black and dark as is that prophetic soul as regards art 
and aesthetics, could possibly have invented it. Respect 
for the memory of his mother would have forbidden nim 
to invent such a dress. Alas! even respect for their 
mothers could not restrain the. sisters of the. Com- 
munity from inventing this dress. And they designed 
it, treacherously and wickedly, of set purpose to make 
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(but no one can) a lovely woman unattractive; and 
(which any one can do) a plain woman hideous. 

One is ashamed to write down the details. However, 
if it must be done — ^the dress consisted of a bodice, 
made of some gray stuff, and of a short, scanty skirt of 
the same material ; the skirt reached just l>elow the 
knee, and then there became visible loose trousers, also 
of the same material and also short. Stout boots com« 
pleted the costume at that end. At the other the hair 
was cut below the ears and pulled back. There was no 
bright ribbon either for hair or for throat. One small, 
very smaU concession to feminine vanity was, that the 
sisters were allowed to wear a brooch and to exercise 
their own taste in choosing it. It is astonishing that 
a brooch was allowed at all when a common safety-pin 
would have answered equally well. The scantiness and 
the brevity of the skirfas forbade any sense of drapery : 
you cannot get folds, or curves, or any grace of falling 
drapery with only three feet in length to work upon. 

* A truly wonderful face,' Gilbert observed. * It must 
indeed be sweet not to be spoiled by such a hideous 
dress. Poor child !' 

He shouldered his portmanteau and followed his new 
sister. She led him out of the hall into the groimds of 
the House. This monastery did not follow the usual 
disposition of a Benedictine house. There was in it 
neither cloister, nor cloister garth, nor chapel, nor 
scriptorium, nor misericordia, nor library, nor chapter- 
house. There was no beauty in the buildings; no 
picturesque effect in the grouping or in the ^uxlens. 
The House consisted simply of the central hall, with a 
gaimt, wooden erection of four stories at either end. 
These contained the sleeping-rooms for the members ; 
those of the women at one end, and those of the men 
at the other. Nothing could be simpler than these 
buildinss, or more hideous than the square structures 
of wood painted a dull yellow ; there were no creepers 
over the wall to relieve the monotony ; there were no 
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flower-beds along the wall ; the houses rose gaunt and 
hideous out of the bare ground. Along the side of the 
hall, which had a pordi in the middle, ran a deep 
verandah, and at the back of the verandah was a low 
bench with a sloping back. 

In front of the House stretched a broad lawn, not 
too carefully kept, but still a pleasant breadth of green ; 
a few flower-beds were set at the edges ; a shrubfery or 
two at the comers ; the flowers were chiefly roses and 
lilies — ^in the month of May both roses and lilies are 
beginning to put forth blossoms. On the grass a small 
party were playing croquet, but languidly, perhaps 
because the sun, now sloping westward, was still hot ; 
perhaps because they took little interest in the game. 
Along the back of the lawn was planted a fine avenue 
of shade trees, limes and elms ; under these trees were 
benches. On one side of the lawn was a vast garden 
full of flowers, acres of flowers ; not planted singly, as 
in a private ^uden, where each rose oush is an object 
of solicitude, but in patches and squares ; here a square 
of roses and there a square of lilies, and so forth — 
evidently a flower farm. On the other side stretched 
an equally large garden planted with strawberries, rasp- 
berries, and all berries that grow for the delectation of 
man, with the vegetables which correct his camivoracity 
and keep him gentle — evidently a kitchen garden. 

All this, with the orchard, the pasture-land, the 
coppice for firewood, the cornfield and the rest of the 
fraternity farm, Gilbert discovered gradually, not at 
that first view from the porch. 

On the other side of the House were the offices — 
kitchen, scullery, pantry, dairy — a huge place ; evidently 
a dairy which made; great quantities of butter and 
cheese and cream ; some women were at work still, for 
one cannot clear off dairy work every day by twelve 
o'clock; there were also the farm buildings — ^bams, 
yards, sheds, implements and machines ; pig-sties, cattle- 
pens, turkeys, geese, ducks, and fowls ; beehives, ponds, 
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ricks — everything. And all wdl kept and in order. 
The Community knew how to farm, if they could do 
nothing more. One can farm, we may remark, without 
books. 

Besides the farm there were workshops. These were 
now closed. Gilbert looked into the wmdows. There 
was the carpenter^s shop, the blacksmith'^s shop, the 
shoemaker'*s shop, and so on. The Community, there- 
fore, made everything that they could for themselves. 

He remembered the words of the sage r * We must 
not think too much about work. It is man^s servant, • 
not his master.** It was the true monkish idea of work. 
One must labour, not to produce fine work, artistic 
work, not as if good work is an end in itself, but in 
order to subjugate the body. For this purpose, a walk 
over a ploughed field, an hour's exercise with a spade, 
the digging of a hole in order to fill it up again, is 
sufficient and laudable. But since people must eat, 
why not utilize the labour and make it productive? 
Nothing, therefore, can be more highly recommended 
for monastic purposes than a farm, an orchard, and 
a garden. In the Carthusian Order every monk had 
his own garden to himself. The Master knew what 
was wanted when he provided the House with a farm. 

The place was very quiet. There was no soimd of 
voices, yet women were at work in the kitchens and 
in the dairy. Did even the women refrain fix)m con- 
versation ? 

*This,' said Cicely, opening the door of a large 
wooden bam, ^is tne wardrooe. If you will go m 
there, you will find all you want. I will wait for 
you.' 

'Strange,' Gilbert thought, as he looked round the 
shelves in the wardrobe. 'This is the practical side 
of the monastery. Even a monk must have a place 
to keep his things. Did the Eremites in the desert 
have shelves where they kept their Eremitic things? 
Was St. Francis particular about the folds of his 
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gttty cown? Was there a Monmouth Street in the 
Solitudes?' 

He reserved further speculation <mi this point, and 
proceeded to select the robes of the Order. In a few 
i^inutes he emerged in his new costume, which was 
simply a suit of giay tweed, useful for working purposes. 
He carried the habits of Outside rolled up in his 
portmanteau. 

*Now,' he said, *I have taken the vows, and been 
received, and I wear the robes. They are convenient, 
' if not beautiftd. What next, O my sister ? 

* Now I will take you to your room.' 

She led the way to the men's wing, and ran lightly 
up the stairs to the top of the house. There was a 
narrow passage on each floor, with doors standing open 
on either side. On the third floor the girl walkea along 
the passage to the very end. * Number forty-one,' she 
said : * that is your room. Do not forget the number.' 

Gilbert found himself in a little room about ten feet 
square. It was simply furnished with a small camp- 
bed, one diair, a washing-basin with taps for letting 
in and letting off water, a towel, two or three pegs 
on the wall for hanging clothes, and a small cupboard 
with shelves. No carpet; no curtain; no blmd; a 
single gas-jet without any glass. The lower part of 
the window was painted over, so as to avoid the 
necessity of a blind. There was no lock or bolt on 
the door. On the wall was hanging a card with the 
words, * Make your bed. Sweep out your room. Brush 
your boots.' 

* Humph !' he said ; * it is small — ^it is like a cell ; 
yet a monk has no reason to complain of his cell.' 

*They are €dl exactly alike,' said the girl. 'Ours 
in the other building are just the same. What can 
one want more ?' 

* Am I to give up my money and watch and things P 
*6ive them up? Why? They are of no use to 

you or to anybody else. You may throw them away 
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if you like. We have no use for money amcHig our- 
selves.' 

^ I think I will keep them. No one knows of what 
use they may be some time or other.' 

She b^an to turn over the things which he laid 
on the cnest of drawers. ^Let me look at them. 
What a pretty ring! Is that your coat-of-arms ? I 
have my father's coat-of-arms, and a box full of rings 
and jewels and things that belonged to my mother. 
I keep them all because they were hers. Some of us 
have things which we keep — some have nothing. We 
do as we please. Some of them say that rings are 
a hindrance, but I don't think they matter.' 

* Not much, especially if you never wear them.' 

^The brother who sleeps next to you keeps things 
in a box. He is a bad man.' 

She spoke like a child who reckons up a king in 
history as a bad king or a ffood king, without filler 
discrimination. To the child, as to Cicely, all wicked- 
ness is alike. 

^ You look like a good man,' she said. ^ If you are, 
perhaps we may meet in the Hour of Meditation. We 
often talk of meeting each other in upward flights; 
but I have never met with anybody yet except my 
dead parents.' 

GilJbert listened, and marvelled. The girl gazed upon 
him, not boldly, but with clear and candid look. * You 
are not like any of them,' she said. * Yoiu: eyes are 
different. You look good. I like your face and your 
voice. But there is a burden upon your soul. I do 
not know what kind of burden. Shake it off. Brother 
Gilbert, and try to meet me in the Hoiu: of Meditation.' 
She laid her hand upon his arm. ^ Shake it off, I pray 
you. Leave it behind you. Forget the Past — ^forget 
the Past !' 

Always the same refrain. He must forget the Past. 
How can a man forget the Past? 

He evaded the point. There was a burden. Most 
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likely the girl thought he had * done something ' Outside. 
The burden he bore was not, however, that which she 
meant or could understand. He returned to the other 
man, the bad man, the man of the next room. 

* About the man who is bad. How do you know 
that he is bad ?^ 

^ One can tell by looking at him. Besides, he does 
not try to improve. He lives in the Past always. We 
have no Past. It is all present and future. Presently 
he will grow tired of us and go away.' 

* What is the name of this bad man ? 

* Charles — Brother Charles. He is an Englishman, 
like you.' 

* Charles ! Charles ! Is his name Charles Lee ?' 

*I do not know anybody's name. I dare say he 
had some name Outside. He has only been here a 
few weeks.' 

^Next to me! He sleeps next to me! It must 
be the man.' 

* WhEt do you mean ? For he changed colour, and 
showed signs of excitement. 

^Nothing. I may, perhaps — ^who knows? — ^be the 
humble means of making this bad man feel sorry for 
certain things. He sleeps next to me.' Gilbert looked 
into the next cell. It was exactly like his * own ; a 
portmanteau, also hke his own, stood in one comer. 
' Good !' he said : ^ we shall perhaps find opportimities 
of conversation.' 



CHAPTER in. 

RESTORATION AKD MEDITATION. 

At that moment Cling — clang — clash — ^broke out the 
most discordant bell possible to ima^e — certainly the 
worst bell even in this wide world of oad bells. 

*Grood Lord!' cried Gilbert, ^what instrument of 
torture is that ? 
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* It is our bell. It rings for Restoration — ^at eight 
o'clock and one o'clock and six o'clock. And it wfiies 
us up in the morning.' 

^I can well believe that,' said Gilbert. *This bell 
would wake the Seven Sleepers.' 

* Let us go in to Restoration, then. Your place will 
be next to me — ^I have you on one side, and the other 
Englishman "^ 

* Him of the badness P 

* Yes — on the other side.' 

^ Oh, I shall have to meet him — sit opposite to him 
at Restoration — three times a day, shall I ? Curious ! 
For how many days, I wonder !' 

The three long, narrow tables, which were the prin- 
cipal furniture of the hall, were now spread with table- 
cloths, not too white, for it was near the end of the 
week, and laid with dishes and plates. The Fraternity 
— ^brethren and sisters — were all assembled in their 
places; they filled the benches, and were in number 
about a hundred and twenty. There was no grace or 
formality of any kind — ^never was a monastery more 
free from rules, not even the famous House of Thelema, 
on the Loire. Each one as he arrived took his seat, 
seized knife and fork, and without further ceremony 
began to eat and to drink with zeal. Already, though 
the bell had only just stopped, there was audible from 
all parts of the hall the musical tinkle of knife and 
plate. 

On the platform one of the Commimity played the 

Eiano. By his long fiedr. hai^,. by his blue eyes, by his 
eard, by his glasses, he piroclaimed himself a German. 
He played extremely well: soft, pleasant music, that 
dropped upon the ears with soothing, not stimulating, 
effect ; he improvised, he played contmuously : it was 
the pleasing custom of the House to take this soft 
music with evening Restoration, by way of preparing 
the mind for what followed after. 

* This is my place,' said the girl, taking the end of 
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the middle table nearest the door; 'Sit here. Brother 
Gilbert, on my right. This is Brother Charles, the 
only other Englishman in the House.' 

Gilbert started. He ought to have known what to 
expect; but the thing startled him. Imagine, in a 
Community full of coxmtry people, rustics, sitting down 
to a rude and coarse supper of pork and steaiKs and 
other such preparations, the, arrival of a guest with the 
manners and appearance of an aristocrat of the finest 
and most finished and most exclusive. In such a case 
one feels that it is not always dress that makes the man. 
This man — ^this Brother Qiarles — ^was dressed like all 
the rest in the gray tweed : the difference lay in his 
face and his manner. All the West End was recalled 
by that fax;e and by that manner. 

He came in last of all : he looked roimd the room 
coldly, as a French noble would look upon the canaiUe^ 
as if they did not exist; his appearance, his manner, 
were those of the ideal duke ; he bowed sUghtly to 
Cicely, as one would acknowledge the presence of a 
woman who is just not one's servant ; and he stared in 
the customary insolently fixed gaze upon the new-comer. 
Then he took his seat and contemplated the steak in 
front of him doubtfully. 

' Brother Charles,' said Cicely, * this is Brother Gilbert 
— our new-comer.' 

The man bowed slightly, but said nothing. Gilbert 
changed colour. The time had come, then, and the 
man. Before him sat the man whom he had himted 
for two years. There he was — Sir Charles Osterley, 
Baronet, late M.P., and sometime Under-Secretarv of 
State for the Fisheries. You have heard that Gilbert 
had never met the man before he had left the world in 
order to join the devil. But he had heard of him, and 
he knew the photographs and portraits of him : a dark 
man, tall, slight and spare of figure, pale, clean shaven, 
careftd of dress, reserved in manner, said to be serious 
in his views. The man before him was tall, slight and 
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spare, clean shaven, pale, looking serious and self-con- 
tained : so far there was no change in him. As Gilbert 
looked, however. Brother Charles lifted his face. Then 
the swift, suspicious glance showed that there had been 
change : it was the look of the hunted man, hiding in 
this home of Crankery, where no one was likely to find 
him, asking himself with sinking heart what a second 
Englishman wanted in the place. It was also the look 
of ttie hawk, relentless. With the prophetic power which 
often accompanies a full knowledge of the circumstances, 
Gilbert imderstood that searching look of inquiry and 
suspicion; and the hunted look; and the look of the nawk. 
'They are fine eyes,' he thought, * keen eyes : they should 
be beautiful eyes ; but . . .' He felt his breast pocket. 
* I have your portrait in ray pocket. Sir Charles Osterley,^ 
but this he did not say. * When it was taken you were 
supposed to be a gentleman of England. Now you are 
undoubtedly a chSd of the Devil.' 

Then Brother Charles spoke, courteously this time, 
but coldly. He had quite preserved the old manner. 
In fact, it was his principal asset. 

* This is an agreeable surprise,' he said. * One does 
not often meet with a countryman in so secluded a spot. 
Have you been long in the States ? 

* About two years,' Gilbert replied. 

' Ah ! I have been here so long that I have left off 
counting the years : my name is Lee — Charles Lee.' 

* Mine is Maryon — Gilbert Maryon.' 

'Maryon,' the other repeated — ^^ Maryon. I have 
heard the name. You nave the appearance of a 
gentleman.' 

A dubious compliment. Perhaps he meant to be 
insolent. 

*Why should I not have that appearance? You 
yourself. . . .' But remembering thmgs, he did not 
finish the sentence. 

* I mean only that it is imusual in this House, so far 
as I have discovered.' He spoke coldly, with the manner 
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of one who converses with a secretary — ^that is, he spoke 
as a master. 

* My father was an English gentleman,' said Cicely, 
^ but we must not talk of such distinctions in this 
House. Here we are all alike; we have nothing to 
think about but Elevation. Otherwise we have no 
business here.' 

She looked from one Englishman to the other, com- 
paring and wondering. One, she knew, was a bad man : 
the other, she was certain, was a good man. Yet they 
were both gentlemen. 

Brother Charles politely bowed his head, with just 
the least, almost imperceptible, sneer upon his lips, such 
as any courtly de\^ might show on being invited to 
Elevation. Tnen he lap^ into silence. 

The supper was plentiftd, but coarse; the dishes 
illustrated the observation of Brother Charles as to the 
rank and station of the Brotherhood. There was pork 
and beans — a favourite dish : Gilbert presently re- 
marked that it was exhibited at every-day Restoration, 
morning, noon, and evening ; there were steaks, but not 
exactly the kind of steak which one can command in 
the City of London : a tougher and thinner variety of 
the delicacy ; and there was pie — ^pie open, pie cross, 
and pie covered — ^that is to say, pie in all its branches ; 
an abimdance of pie. Everything was put on the table 
at the same time, and there were no waiters. Between 
the dishes there were teapots and coffee-pots and jugs 
of iced water. It never entered into the head of any 
brother or sister that one could possibly hanker after 
whisky : of wine, probably not one in the room, except 
the two Englishmen, had ever heard. 

Gilbert looked round the hall, studying the faces of 
his new friends. Alas! he could not disguise from 
himself the fact that they looked common — very 
common. They were all feeding like cattle; with 
avidity, seriousness, and silence. There was neither 
speech nor language among them. But, he reflected, if 
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you were to take aH the members of the House of Lords 
and dress them in a uniform of gray tweed, and then 
attire their consorts and their sisters and their daughters 
in the most hideous costume ever designed, and, lastly, 
cut off the feminine locks, you would produce a common 
appearance, even among those exalted beings. But 
lofty thoughts, sacred ttioughts. Meditation on things 
too high for speech, ought to produce their effect upon 
the face: they should stamp it, they should refine it, 
however rugged m^ be the first modelling. Except on 
the faces of the M!aster and of Cicely, he could see no 
sign of any such refining: the faces were common 
— ^mostly vacuous, dull and common. Just now, how- 
ever, they were universally lit up by eagerness after food. 

They had already, as nas been said, begun to break 
bread. Now, there is one test which never fails : it is a 
touchstone, it is the spear of Ithuriel. Gilbert ob- 
served by application of this test, which is that of table 
manners, that the Community belonged apparently, one 
and all, to what we call in this country quite the lower 
middle class. 

Well, one cannot expect an ideal Community such as 
this to attract the rich and the luxurious. They would 
want such a house to be directed by an Archbishop of 
lenient disposition, and to contain none but themselves, 
with a fine cellar and good cigars. Among these 
people of the lower midSe class there would be gifts 
and graces, no doubt, as yet unrevealed and unsus- 
pected. The girl who had taken him to his room. 
Sister Cicely, was, he observed with satisfaction, an ex- 
ception. She possessed, apparently, the refinement of a 
gentlewoman; her father, she said, was an English 
gentleman : she knew how to sit, how to walk, how to 
speak, and how to approach the necessary subject of 
food. Gilbert was never insensible to an interesting 
person of the other sex : he began to talk to her. 

* Is there,' he asked, ^ a rule of silence, that no one 
speaks P' 
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* No,' she replied. * There is no rule of any kind in 
the House, except that we must above all things respect 
Meditation.' 

^Corne,' Gilbert objected; *you cannot meditate 
while you are eating. Pork and beans cannot possibly 
go with Meditation.' 

She shook her head. 

*You know nothing as yet, Brother Gilbert. You 
have come from a world where there is no Meditation.** 

*May I talk with you, Cicely, or are you medi- 
tating ?' 

* You may talk with me if you like, but not so loud, 
so as to disturb the others ; they may be composing 
their minds by silence after Restoration. You may go 
away if you Uke, but if you stay here you will very soon 
understand that you must not talk. Nothing disturbs 
the mind so much.' 

* I remember the name of Maryon,' Brother Charles 
said after a long pause. ^ I have heard of people named 
Maryon, but at present I do not connect the name with 
any person or family.' 

Gilbert had given his own name boldly. He though! 
that Dorabyn's husband must have heard of him. He 
forgot, however, that it was immediately after the 
honeymoon of a week that the future Premier had 
begun his depredations on his wife's property ; and that 
the pair had then virtually separated. Gilbert's name, 
in fact, had never been mentioned between them. 

* I suppose,' he replied, * that my name is known well 
enough among my friends. Outside my own circle I see 
no reason why it should be known. I have never, for 
instance, distinguished myself in any way. Have you ?' 

The man winced visibly, and again snot a glance of 
suspicion across the table. In this frank-faced yoimg 
Englishman he could see nothing to warrant any sus 
picion. Yet, what was he doing in this place ? 

Gilbert turned to consider his neighbour on his left. 
This, as he learned afterwards, was a certain Brother 
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Silas, a young man of thirty or so. He was evidently a 
countryman, a rustic of the American type, which is not 
at all the English type ; he belonged to the farming 
class, and was a man of Maine ; his powers of working 
through Restoration were prodigious: he uttered no 
words; when he wanted anything he just reached across 
his neighbours and helped himself; he drank tea with 
his pork and beans, and coflPee with his pie ; his table 
manners wanted polish ; when he desisted for a moment 
and raised his head Gilbert observed that his features 
were naturally hard, but that his soft and dreamy eyes 
took away the rugged look. In the course of a day or 
two Gilbert learned to classify the Fraternity. Tnere 
was the soft and dreamy eye which belonged to most ; 
there was the restless, unsatisfied eye which belonged to 
some ; there was the eye of sadness as for an unburied 
and unforgotten Past, which was also foimd among 
them ; and there was the wolfish eye, which belonged to 
Brother Charles and to nobody else. 

Restoration ended, even^one rose — ^not to say grace, 
but to revei'se himself. Tney now sat with their backs 
to the tables, and they all assumed the same position ; 
they folded their hands; they inclined their heads 
slightly backward — a position necessary unless they 
wished to gaze in each other's faces ; the men stretched 
out their feet. Then half a dozen of the sisters, includ- 
ing Cicely — a duty taken in turn — carried out the 
dishes ana cleared the tables and rolled up the table- 
cloths. Some of the men Ut the petroleum lamps which 
hung a^inst the wall. The musician ceaised and 
silence fell upon the place. Brother Charles leaned 
across the taole. 

^ One is not obliged to stay,' he whispered. * I always 

Sio outside when the foolishness begins. Come out and 
et us talk of London.' 
* I shall stay here,' Gilbert replied coldly. 
Brother Charles rose and went out, and came back no 
more. And then the Master came walking softly down 
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the lines of white faces turned upward to the light of 
the lamps. He stood beside Gilbert and spoke in a kind 
of murmur. 

* It is the hour of Meditation. It is the hour which 
sanctifies the day.' 

In these days everybody travels ; everybody has seen 
everything, from nautch girls to dervishes. But Gilbert 
had never seen, or imagined, or heard of, or read of, any- 
thing more remarkable and wonderful than the thing 
which followed. 

The bell rang, just one note and no more, like the last 
note of the Angelus ; the musician at the piano began 
to play again, more softly, more dreamily. 

Then, suddenly, upon the faces there fell, as it were, 
a veil ; it wasn^'t really a veil, it was the sudden with- 
drawal from nearly every face of all the life and ex- 
!)ression that lay in it. The life went out of it ; the 
iewie became vacuous ; it became rigid ; the people seemed 
all to be dead, to be suddenly killed; their open eyes 
saw nothing ; through their parted lips there passed no 
breath. 

*Good heavens f cried the new-comer. *What are 
they doing now T 

* They meditate.' 

* Meditate ? They are all fallen into trance !' 
*You have read, doubtless, or heard, of miraculous 

trances and raptures of saints in days gone by. You 
have perhaps scoffed at them. It is the fashion of the 
day to disbelieve what we cannot understand. But even 
the wisest man of science imderstands nothing ; he only 
states a physical law and calls it a cause. Scoff no more 
at these stories. Here you behold a whole company of 
a hundred and more who can, at will, fall into this 
miraculous trance. There they sit, and there, unknown 
to each other and to you, they see visions, hear voices, 
and receive instruction.' 

* You hear voices .?' he repeated, incredulous. 

* It is our miracle — our own — a special and a wonderful 

4 
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another sister, till there were ten or a dozen of them. 
They stood in silence; not laughing or smiling; in 
awkward and cliunsy attitudes. They spoke not, nor 
smiled ; they were perfectly grave. They took places 
in a procession two by two, and bending forward with 
outstretched hands, an attitude as ungraceful as could 
be well imagined, they began a kind of rhythmic walk 
round ; not that boisterous, cheerful, self-asserting walk 
round that used to be seen in the burlesques of thirty 
years ago, but a meek, shuffling, shambUng tramp, whose 
only recommendation was that it was true to time. 

*This is the exercise mentioned by the Master,' 
observed Gilbert. * A man can lift his soul by means 
of music; a Uttle more of that man's playing would 
carry me out of myself; but to tramp with heavy boots 
round and round a stage . . . perhaps I shall do it in a 
dayor two.' 

The music erew louder and faster ; the tramp of the 
feet grew noisier ; but the faces of those who danced or 
tramped remained the same — ^white in the lamplight, 
silent, expectant. They were dancing themselves into 
a condition of complete trance. One by one they 
dropped out and fell oack into their seats, and the light 
went out of their open eyes. 

A most astonishing dance. Gilbert looked to see the 
performers fall into some kind of ecstasy and whirl 
round like the dancing dervishes whom he had seen at 
Damascus. No, the dance was sufficient in itself, dull 
and monotonous as it was. Presently the last man left 
off tramping round and stepped off the platform. 

Then the musician changed his time. Heavens ! he 
was playing one of Strauss s most delightful waltzes — a 
thine whidi made the senses swim, partly with the 
recollection of it, partly with the suggestion of it. All 
that love contains of joy and rapture was in that waltz. 
He knew it well, and the world to which it belonged 
came back to him with a rush. And it seemed only 
natural and a thing to be expected when the girl Cicely 
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sprang upon the platform and began to dance all by 
herselP. Nobody saw her; noboly looked at her, 
except Gilbert ; and of his presence she seemed un- 
aware. She danced, being self-taught, with neither 
model to copy nor master to teach nor audience to 
applaud, a kind of skirt-dance without the long skirts. 
She had taken off her heavy boots, and was in slippers. 
The sight of her dancing was like the cool shadow of a 
great rock, like a long draught to a thirsty throat, like 
smooth water after a storm. It was a marvel and a 
delight to mark the exquisite grace of this girPs 
gestures, the free carriage of her arms, the suppleness of 
her limbs, the flexible movements of her figure, the 
ordered movement of her feet. Where had she learned 
it ? She had that ineffable charm of the bom dancer, 
who, with every step, seems to express some thought 
suggested by the music ; she surrendered herself to the 
music ; she obeyed it ; she followed it. 

* This,' said Gilbert, * is the most truly wonderful thing 
of any. And not one turns his head to look at her V 

That, however, was not wonderful, because in this 
kind of trance you may fire a cannon beside the patient, 
or you may cut him into small pieces with blunt knives, 
but you will not awaken him. So none of these sleepers 
had the least knowledge of the music or the dancing. 

Next, the one-man audience observed that this 
da/nseuse was dancing entirely for herself. You know 
the threefold smile of the professional — ^that on her 
entrance, that with which she vanishes, and the fixed 
smile with which she performs. Imagine a dancer with- 
out any smile at all, utterly unconscious of her audience : 
such was this dancer. 

Suddenly she threw up her arms, and, with a cry — ^an 
exultant cry — she whirled round with swiftly twinkling 
feet — faster, faster, faster. 

^ It's splendid T said the audience, longing to applaud. 

Then she stopped suddenly, and, lightly steppmg off 
the stage, took her seat, and became instantly entranced. 
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The musician stopped, and there was silence; and in 
this goodly company of a hmidred and more this 
stranger was the only one not in the trance which the 
Master called Meditation. 

* What are they thinking about F he asked. * They 
can't all hear voices and see visions. Perhaps the girl 
heard voices while she danced. She is a heaven-sent 
genius; she is inspired. With that lovely face, with 
that divinely-graceful step, surely, surely, if there were 
any voices to be heard, she would hear them. But 
what a dress ! what a dress !' 

If you come to think about it, we have, as the Master 
said, lost the power of Meditation. No living European 
can concentrate his gaze and his thoughts upon his great 
toe and continue in abstracted Meditation for days or 
years together. Formerly we had recluses who thus medi-, 
tated, lost to the outer world ; they had to, or they 
would have been imhappy in the long winter days and 
nights when no one came to see them. We had hermits, 
too, but they were more sociable. The Carthusian, 
neither hermit nor anchorite, meditated a good deal. 
Nowadays, however, no one meditates at all — ^unless it 
be a novelist over a plot or a mathematician over a 
problem. We call it Meditation when we sit with a pen 
m hand, or when we walk alone, or when we are read- 
ing : we fix our thoughts elsewhere, while the eye, un- 
heeded, runs mechanically over the page. I once knew 
a boy who meditated much because he had to go to 
church much; his Meditations began and ended with 
the sermon. Gilbert, however, had never in his life set 
himself to meditate, and he wondered, very naturally, 
what the thing might mean. 

All kinds of questions might be asked about this 
trance. Did they carry on this kind of thing every 
night .^ Did they really advance themselves, elevate 
their souls in this wonderful way ? Did they really get 
visions, hear voices, see things, while they were in 
trance? Would this one-man audience, without any 
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yolitiot]t on his part, become, if he stayed long enough, 
a perfonner with the rest— perhaps to tramp round 
with the grace and agility of a rhinoceros ? 

All in silence: there was no sound at all; no one 
couched ; no one breathed ; there was no scraping of a 
restless foot. The rows of white faces turned up to the 
light of the peliroleum lamps w^:^ as still and motion- 
less as the dead — only one man of them all left alive, 
only one to count the dead ; the place seemed a tomb. 
Gilbert felt as if he must fly from it into the open air 
under the stars. To be sitting in the company of a 
himdred dead men and women, yourself alive, is terrible. 
Still he stayed on, looking for the return to life. 

It was about seven when they * went off.' At nine 
the Master moved, sat up, stood up, and the light of 
life came back to his face and eyes. At the same 
moment all the rest with one consent sat up and breathed 
again. Then they rose, and, without the formalities of 
wishing each otiier good-night — ^'twas a House without 
any manners — ^they separated into two companies of 
men and women, and so filed out of the hall by the 
two doors which led respectively to the men's and the 
women's wing. Gilbert held bade; he was left alone 
with the Master. 

* You have seen,' said the latter, * the way in which 
we spend our evenings. To-morrow you yourself will, 
perhaps, feel the gracious influence of the place. Some- 
times there are exercises ; perhaps there have been some 
to-mght.' 

* There was dancing. Did you not hear or see, 
then?' 

* I neither hear nor see ; I am carried out of myself. 
Remember, we are each for himself. What everyone 
does, he does for himself. The soul is absolutely alone 
in the world. If any wants to dance, let him — ^it is for 
himself. As in a march some walk and some run, some 
ride, some lag behind, some are driven, some press on in 
front, so in this House, some possess, like myself, the 
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gift of voluntary trance, and some must stir the sluggish 
soul. But, Brother Gilbert, forget the Past.** 

So the Master passed out, and Gilbert sought his 
cell. The gas was alight in every room, and there was 
the sound as of the teking off of boots ; the brothers 
were all eoing to bed. 

But the room next to his own — ^that of Brother 
Charles — ^was dark and empty. Where was Brother 
Charles? 

Gilbert was excited by the adventures of the day ; he 
rolled about imable to sleep. It was about two in the 
morning when he heard footsteps on the stairs — ^soft 
footsteps. They came along the corridor ; they passed 
his room ; they stopped at the next room — ^that of 
Brother Charles. He sat up and listened. To-morrow 
— nay, that day — the ordeal by battle should decide. 
He smiled to think of it : he had no fear. Meantime, 
what mischief had that saintly brother been about, that 
he should get up to his room four hours after the rest 
of the college ? Would the gate porter take down his 
name ? Would the Dean send for him ? Would he be 
gated or rusticated before the duello ? He fell asleep 
again before he found an answer to these questions, and 
dreamed of the dancing-girl. 



CHAPTER IV. 

LABOBASE EST OUABB. 

At half past five in the morning the Bell Terrible awoke 
and began to clash and clang with such discordancies 
that every man, woman, child, and pig, sprang headlong 
out of bad, as if obedience would quiet it. Gilbert, who 
in dreams was in the neighbourhood of St. James's, 
returned with violent haste to the House of Meditation, 
and remembered suddenly not only where he was, but 
also why he was there. And his eyes saw red. 
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There was no shrinking or hesitation in Gilbert^s 
mind. He intended, with all seriousness, to rid the 
earth of a man in order to bring freedom to a woman. 
This he would do out of the great reverence and worship 
which he entertained for this woman. Yet one must 
not, even in such a cause as this, commit common and 
brutal miuder. Therefore there might be either the 
duel imtil one is killed — ^nobody caSs that murder — 
after the good old fashion, or there might be the duel 
after the Western fashion, in which each man goes 
armed with the imderstanding that each may fire at 
sight. What would the Master say to such an arrange- 
ment? There was another method still — ^but Gilbert 
put this aside. How if the man refused the duello? 
One cannot always compel another to become a target. 
Well ! the police were looking for him. There was a 
long list of crimes. If one were driven to the thing — 
it was not a pretty thin^ — ^there might be submitted a 
plain ofier, an alternative — either arrest and trial on 
many charges, imprisonment, probably for life ; or the 
simple duel unto death, with the eqiml risk for both 
men. Which ? 

Gilbert dropped his revolver into his breast-pocket. 
He had to deal with an imknown quantity; things 
might be rushed upon him : the man evidently suspected 
him. He would wait, if possible, for a day or two, and 
see more of this Commumty. 

The decision was like a reprieve. His eyes ceased to 
see red ; he remembered the duties of the House ; he 
made his bed, brushed his boots, swept out his room, 
and went downstairs and into the open. In the clear, 
strong light of the early morning — ^the sunrise in Ma^ 
is not so early there as here — ^he observed how beauti- 
fully the House, so hideous in itself, was situated, 
fiemnd it stretched the Berkshire hills, a lovely range 
covered with woods ; a broad and shallow stream, clear, 
bright, and evidently filled with fish, ran winding through 
the estate; cornfields^ meadows, orchards^ coppice, covered 
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the ground; only the ugly buildings — ^the workshops 
and sheds and farm buildings, the engine-room — all the 
places, which in England would have been venerable 
and beautiful with thatch and ivy and gables and 
windows, marred the scene. Already the tramp of 
heavy boots on the stairs showed that most of the men 
were up and going out to work. They were moving 
slowly and singly, not in pairs, towards the workshops. 
He was to wonc for his living as well. What work 
would he be expected to do ? 

Not knowing what to do or where to apply, he 
repaired, as one of the imemployed, to the hall. There 
he saw the Master sitting at the end of the table, quite 
alone, with books — ^the accoimt-books of the House — 
spread out before him. Even in a monastery these 
must be kept — ^the hard, practical, matter-of-fact books 
of expenditure and receipt. The House, like every other 
place, was run as a matter of business. It had to pay 
expenses. X suppose that it was a shock to the recluse, 
when he entered his hermitage and took possession, to 
learn that, after all, it had to pay expenses. Living 
costs at least so much, however mucn one may macerate. 
And even the hermit has got, somehow, from somebody, 
to get that amount as a minimum in cash or in kind. 

Gilbert stood before the Master like a schoolboy 
waiting for a task. 

The Master looked up. The prophetic light was 
gone. He was engaged in the daily task of ascertaining 
that both ends met. It was a prosperous Community ; 
there was even a margin. But there were branches 
which did not pay; and these irritated the Master. 
This occupation robbed him of his dignity: he now 
looked like an old clerk, say, in a country brewery, 
where the clerks are not expected to wear black cloth 
coats ; he seemed to be one who had done nothing all 
his life but add up figures. 

* You want work, do you ?' he said irritably. * It's 
more than some of them seem to want, then. I hope 



Digitized by 



Google 



LABORARE EST ORARE 69 

you mean to work. Brother GUbert ; you can't meditate 
all day long. It's against the spirit of the House. And 
it isn**!; fair on the others.** 

* I understood yesterday that work is to be a servant 
and not a master.' 

* Certainly. But while you work, remember that you 
are not at play. You work partly to subdue and fatigue 
the body, partly to occupy the mind, partly — which 
some seem to forget — ^to keep the House going. Well ! 
what can you do ? You have the look of a gentleman.' 
Certainly the Master looked and spoke with greater 
dignity as a Prophet. *Well, I suppose you can do 
nothing except go out with a gun to kill God's creatures. 
That is all tne EngUsh gentleman of my time could do.' 

* I do not know any trade, to be sure ; but you have 
a large garden. I think I might be of some use in the 
garden. Or, if not in the garden, I believe I imderstand 
something about horses.' 

* Oh ! You are a gardener T 

Gilbert did not set him right. Why should he ? The 
Master had been so long out of the world that he had 
forgotten most things. 

' Well, Fm glad to hear it. The other Englishman 
here — ^Brother Charles — ^who was also a gentleman once, 
and is now — something else, whatever he is, cannot do 
anj^hinff at all. I was brought up to the turnery trade 
myself, before I became a preacher in the Baptist con- 
nection where I first found light. Whenever I do any 
work now I always go back to the old trade. I was a 
good worker once — very good. Very well, you shall go 
into the garden. I am glad to find that you are not a 
gentleman. We don't want fine gentlemen here. Yet 
you've just the same manner as my good and worthy 
friend, Cicely's father, who was my earliest disciple. 
And he was a gentleman. You might have been too 
proud for the Commimity. My dear friend and brother, 
in spite of his faith, found it oifficult to remember that 
we are all equal here.' 
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* I will try to remember the equality.' 

* As for me,' the Master continued ; * it is my daily 
work to keep the accounts. I am too old to need 
Fatigue. WeVe got a farm and a garden and work- 
shops : we grow and make all we want, except our tea 
and coffee and a few other things; we sell everything 
that is over to get these simple luxuries — which are 
really necessaries. The body, you see, must be kept 
satisfied and in good temper — if possible without pain — 
while the soul inhabits it. Those who practise austeri- 
ties and privations become mere slaves to a tortured 
body. Pain is a hindrance. They think it is a help ; 
the more they suffer the better they think themselves. 
We cultivate painlessness. So that we work in order 
to exercise the oody ; yet work, as I told you last night, 
must be a servant, not a master. And temptation 
comes in there, as well, because one may fall into the 
habit of slovenly work, or one may become lazy. And 
we have to live by our work.' 

Gilbert sat down beside him. 

* Tell me more,' he said, * about the House — ^how you 
live and how you cet on.' 

The Master puimed away his books with alacrity and 
leaned back in his chair, raiding his hands, as becomes 
one who is going to tell a story. And Authority 
retiuned to him. 

* It is pleasant,' he said, ^ to remember how we have 

fown ana from what we have sprung. I told you that 
was in the turnery trade, at first, in Clerkenwell ; 
little as you would think it now. I got conviction and 
entered the ministry — a Baptist connection it was — and 
I had a call. There I received the light '' 

* How did it come ?' 

*As light always comes, with a sudden flash. Of 
course they wouldn't have me any longer. I wanted to 
convert the service of song and prayer and preaching 
into Meditation ; they couQ not understand Meditation 
— so I had to go. Then I made the acquaintance of 
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those two shininff ones, Cicely's parents' — ^he cast his 
eyes upwards as if he saw them. Doubtless he did see 
them. * They joined me, and we came here to lead by 
oiu«elves the life of Meditation.' 

* So that was how you began.' 

* That was twenty years ago. I had just those two 
disciples, Cicely's parents. Her father bought the land. 
He had brought over enough money for that ; the rest 
he left behind for anybody to take who chose. We 
put up a log hut and we began. . . .' He paused. 
*Ah! That beginning !' 

* You suffered privations T 

* We had no money : we had a hard struggle — ^my 
two disciples, man and wife — ^and I: we cleared the 
ground, we grew things, we lived on bread and potatoes 
with a little bacon; I went back to mv turnery; he 
made traps and such notions and peddled ihem. Then 
the baby came. That is the girl Cicely — ^my daughter, 
as I call her. The mother died — I thmk the hard life 
killed her ; but the baby thrived. And her father died, 
but only four or five years ago. In Meditation I can 
see them both, every day: I converse with them, I 
share their happiness, I am mounting with them side 
by side. Otherwise I should desire to go hence and be 
no more seen.' The strange light that they used to 
call Enthusiasm returned to his eyes, and continued 
there. * We got on,' he continued. * Everything began 
to prosper with us. The blessing of increase lay upon 
our fields and our gardens like the sunshine of this 
beautiful land. Our little homestead grew ; we attracted 
people, the report and fame of us went about the world ; 
nere was a Community aiming solely at the Perfect Life, 
refusing to take money except for their needs, living in 
equaUty, despising the toys of Outside; in such a 
country as this, where the people are naturally inclined 
to religion, and yet are prone to fall into money-getting, 
the example is wholesome ; and in a country like this of 
poUtical equality, such a Community is sure to attract. 
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^ So ihey came : they were curious at first, not being 
able to understand the contempt of wealth ; but some 
remained. You are curious; you want to be pleased 
with us ; but there are things which you do not under- 
stand. Wait in patience for a little. Our people are 
free to depart, but they remain. Nowhere else have 
they the same freedom from care. Some of us have 
been city clerks, hard-worked and badly paid, always 
in anxiety about the daily bread ; here we have no such 
anxiety. Some have been tormented while in the world 
by ambition and disappointment, here there are no 
ambitions: some by miury and wrong' — Gilbert 
changed colour — ^^here tnere are no such emotions. 
Some have fallen into habits of vice, drunkenness, 
gambling, and I know not what; here there are no 
temptations. You have yourself doubtless found some 
of these hindrances in the world."* 

* Truly.' 

*Well, everybody works at something; there is a 
town three or four miles away which takes all we have 
to sell ; we have a name for honesty and good work ; 

nle who buy our jam don't get glucose and they 
: get parsnips. A good name for thorough honesty 
is worth something, I can tell you.' 

* I suppose so.' 

' We nave no rent to pay, no wages, no partners, no 
servants ; we only have to keep ourselves. I have calcu- 
lated that if every one earned — over and above what we 
consume for ourselves — ^two dollars and a half every 
week, we should manage very well. But it is difficult 
to get this average of work out of them. Some of them, 
if 3iey could, would be for ever meditating. We do 
not want money — I desire never to see money in the 
House. What we cannot exchange we put into a bank 
and exchange from that place.' 

The Master in his simpUdty could not understand 
that having money in a oank was exactly the sam^ 
thing as having it in the House. 
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^Have you any mon^, young man ? 
^Yes: that is, there may be a little, somewhere.^ 
He coloured sli^tly, being a young man of great 



<1 



^ Leave it there. Never ask after it — let it go. 
That is what my first disciples did. They just left 
their money behind them.' 

* I thougbt of offering a gift of money to the House,' 
said Gilbert. *I fear, however, that it would not be 
accmted.** 

*It would not. Go, instead, and work. Young 
man, there is something, I know not, standing between 
you and the gate of the Upward Path. Until that 
obstacle is removed I fear that Meditation will be 
impossible for you. Go now and work.' 

He sighed, drew the books down again; obviously 
resisted a powerful temptation to meditate ; and became 
again the clerk and accountant. 

Outside, work was now going on in full swing. 
Gilbert looked into the workshops, where a great num- 
ber of industries were carried on, the most important 
appearing to be the turning of chair legs. There were, 
however, many other trades : there were dressmakers, 
sempstresses, shoemakers, saddlers, carpenters, uphols- 
terers, bookbinders, decorators, turners, cabinet-makers ; 
and others. Some of them worked listlessly, even 
sitting beside their work, with hanging hands and eyes 
far away ; they were the spirits who would fain pass 
their whole time in the trance which they called Medi- 
tation; others worked steadily, after the manner of 
good and trained workmen; others, again, worked by 
fits and starts, feverishly; these were the restless, 
unsatisfied souls, those who had to dance in order to 
invite the sleep of Meditation. 

No one spoke to his neighbour ; there was the whirr 
of the engine from the engine-room ; there was the 
soimd of the work itself; there was the clidt of the 
tools ; but there was no voice. No one spoke. It was 
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like a Carthusian House, save that there was no Rule. 
If you think of it, to those who never read, who have 
no connection with the outer world ; to whom there 
comes no news of the outer world ; who have no longer 
brothers or sisters, parents, or enemies, or friends ; who 
try to bury and forget the Past ; who use no form of 
prayer and have no litanies to chant and no services 
to attend ; to whom one day is like another, save that 
one may be cold and one may be hot ; to these people 
there is nothing to talk about. Why should they talk ? 
In a Benedictine monastery there are the ambitions 
and the offices of the house ; here there are no offices 
and no ambitions. 

Nobody appeared to notice him : one expects, in 
such a house, a flocking of the members to the new- 
comer, if only to congratulate him upon his arrival or 
to ask why he has come, or what news he brings from 
the outer world, or if it is true, as reported, that the 
devil is dead. There was no notice taken of him at all. 

He left the workshops and looked round the farm- 
yard, and was enabled to understand why his neighbour. 
Brother Silas, suggested that occupation at supper. He 
repaired to the scene of his labours. He was to be 
a gardener. 

Of all human occupations gardening is by fax the 
most interesting. The gardener not omy cultivates the 
soil, making it produce delicious peaches, strawberries, 
plums and pears, apples and quinces; radishes and 
cabbages; roses and lilies; com and barley; but he 
also cultivates many most useful human faculties — such 
as patience, self-sacriflce, observation, perseverance, 
memory, forethought and many other things. It is 
not without meaning that Adam is said to have been 
a gardener. For my o^vn part, I have never been able 
to understand why kings .and the great ones of the 
earth, who have often become watchmakers, carpenters, 
cabinet-makers, chemists, poets and painters, have never 
become gardeners They always have a garden of their 
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own — ^yea, a back garden and a front garden; they 
have every opportimity of self-improvement by means 
of the garden; yet so far as we have got in historj 
the kings and the great ones of the earth have neglected 
that opportimity. 

The gardens covered a large area ; there were flower- 
farms, kitchen - farms, and fruit -farms. It was the 
month of May, when things are growing and blossoming, 
and ripening fast. The splendid smi of America warmed 
the buds and flowers through and through ; it never 
fails ; our own summers grow cold and wet for twenty 
years on end ; but in the States the summer sun fails 
not, any more than the winter ice and snow. In the 
gardens were employed a good manv of the members, 
men and women. Like the men in the workshops, they 
spoke not at all to each other. 

With a hoe in his hand, which he held as one 
who never brandished that instrument before. Brother 
Charles stood over a piece of ground. Now and then 
he stuck his hoe into the earth ; for the most part 
he gazed at his work with a kind of loathing. Never 
was disgust written upon human face more plainly. 

Not far from him the girl Cicely was at work among 
the rose-bushes. Presently she drew nearer to the man 
with the hoe. Now, he was exactly the opposite of 
Bunyan'^s man with the muck-rake ; for Bunyan's friend 
raked with zeal with his eyes cast down, but this man 
did not rake at all — ^he looked upwards and sidewards 
and forwards and backwards, and every way but down- 
wards. Had there been an angel hovering over him 
with a crown of gold he would certainly have seen that 
angel and would have proposed a game of ecarti^ with 
that crown as the stake. 

* Brother Charles,' said Cicely firmly, Hhat is not 
the way to handle a hoe. See — I will show you. I 
am sure you can learn if you choose. If you do not 
like gardening there are many other things to do. 
You can go into the farm-yard.' 
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^ No, no — I like gardening.' 

*You are doing nothing at all to-day; you did 
nothing yesterday. If you go on idling, the Committee 
will criticise you. It is a dreadful thing for the Com- 
mittee to criticise you. You never remain at the hour 
of Meditation. Perhaps they would not so much mind 
that, for a time ; but we cannot keep with us a man 
who will not work and does not wish to meditate.** 

* Perhaps it is because I am restless.** 

* Perhaps. You are always thinking over your Past. 
Can you not forget it ? It is a terrible Past, I know — 
I can see so much in your face. Will you always be 
tied and bound by your Past ?^ 

The man dropped his eyes. * Never mind my Past,*' 
he said huskily. 

^ITiere is the Present — ^here. And the Future — 
where you please.** 

* Where I please,' he echoed. * Yes, where I please.' 

* Why do you stay with us ?** 

* For Elevation, 1 suppose,** he replied, with an ugly 
sneer ; * like the rest.** 

* It will be difficult,' thought Gilbert, looking on, 
* to persuade this man to adopt an honourable and 
happy despatch.' 

Cicely left him and turned to meet Gilbert. 

*You are going to work in the garden.'*' she said, 
with a smile of welcome on her sweet and serious face. 

If she had looked ethereal in her dance last night, 
she was even more lovely among the flowers in the 
morning sunshine. How came this flower here among 
these common vegetables ? 

* Oh ! I am so pleased,' she went on simply. * You 
will work with me. Perhaps I can help you a little, 
because you are strange to us. And no work, I always 
think, is half so good for us in this Community as 
gardening. We are out every day under the sky, and 
among the things that grow and blossom for us, we 
have no temptation to uiink of the past. Sometimes 
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the hours pass and I feel as if it had been one long 
Meditation.' 

' Without any dancing P** 

* You saw me last night ? Dancing helps me.' 

* Oh ! but you dance most beautifully. Who taught 
you?' 

*No one. I have always danced. But I cannot 
dance with the others. To-night if you try to meditate 
you will not be able to see me dancing. If it is any 
hindrance to you I will not dance.' 

' I would much rather see you dance than go off into 
Meditation.' 

* Brother Gilbert ' — she laid her hand upon his arm, 
not timidly, nor yet boldly, but without any hesitation 
or any blushes — * do not speak of our Meditation until 
you understand it. I should like you to remain with 
us. You remind me, somehow, of my father: you 
speak like him, with the same soft voice — he had a 
very sweet voice ; and you look like him, thoughtful, 
with deep eyes — only yours are troubled.' 

* I am glad to be like your father, Cicely.' 

*Yes. But you have not attained to his heights.' 
She withdrew her hand, and over her face there fell 
something of the strange, rapt, far-off* look which 
Gilbert had observed in the Master. * He has risen so 
high — so high — whither I cannot reach. My mother is 
with him. They come down to meet me every day and 
talk to me.' 

* Cicely !' cried Gilbert, ^ come back to earth. Tell 
me,' he said, after a pause, * are there many people in 
this House like you and the Master ? Do you all see 
visions and have dreams ?' 

^I do not know. We live every one for himself. 
Only the Master talks to me. Sometimes I know what 
he sees and where he goes. For my own part, at Medi- 
tation time I sit with my father and my mother and 
they speak to me. I will ask them to help you, if you 
will try.* 
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* If I will try,^ Gilbert repeated dubiously. 

* As yet you cannot, because your mind is darkened. 
You are thinking of something gloomy ; it fills your 
soul with sadness; yet you are not a bad man. Not 
like that other ' — she looked at the man with the hoe — 

* his soul is black through and through. Yours is full 
of gleams.' 

* You are a witch, Cicely.' 

* Put it from you, Gilbert. Forget the Past. Leave 
bad people and bad things behind. Let your soul He 
open to the light.' 

She spoke like the Master, because he was the only 
one who ever talked with her. 

* No, Cicely,' Gilbert answered his own question, 

* there can be no others in the House like yourself.' 
He thought of their voracity at supper, of their stupid 
silence, of their shuffling, imgraceful dance, of their 
vacuous faces. * If these people were like you. Cicely, if 
they had your mind, they would no longer remain in 
silence ; they would be constrained to talk, if it were 
only to tell their thoughts to each other, like the birds 
who cannot choose but sing.' 



CHAPTER V. 

A WARNING AND A PROMISE. 

Gilbert took off his coat — ^the regulation coat — and set 
to work. * I must earn,' he said, * my board, which is 
three square meals a day — ^pork and beans, and steak 
and coffee — and two dollars and a half a week over and 
above — say, about seven dollars a week in all. This 
means zeal.' 

The work set before him was of the lightest possible 
kind — ^a little weeding and clearing ; nothing could be 
lighter. Yet unaccustomed stooping made the shoulders 
ache ; he was fain to straighten himself and from time 
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to time look about him. Cicely was going about among 
her roses, her face always set with a serious responsi- 
bility, as if she were doing something especially sacred, 
such as decorating the altar — she who had never seen an 
altar — or making beautiful for the next day^s service the 
pillars of the chm'ch — she who had never seen a church 
or any pillars of a church. She showed no signs of 
wishing to continue the conversation ; in fact, she had 
learned one lesson at least in the House of Silence — ^not 
to give utterance to vain repetitions. In this respect 
the fashion of the world is so very different. We not 
only repeat vainly, but we cannot do anything, persuade 
anybody, or breathe the simplest truth without vain 
repetitions : they are a necessity. Formerly, the Sage, 
when he had anything to say, came forth with import- 
ance, and, after commanding silence, said, once for all, 
what he had to say ; then he went in again and waited 
for the next message. In these days he has to say what 
he is charged to say a dozen times over — first, in a 
monthly magazine ; at the first delivery of the message 
no one listens. He then says it again, in another form ; 
at the second delivery people are irritated. He then 
says it a third time ; then tney begin to call him names 
and to throw stones at him, because novelty frightens 
and irritates them. Perhaps at the fourth or fifth 
delivery, if there is nothing in the doctrine to interfere 
with income, the world may consent to listen. Even 
then the Sage must go on repeating his message, else 
the whole will be speedily forgotten. At this House 
there were so few words spoken that everyone had a 
chance of being heard. * Let your soul lie open to the 
light,' Cicely said. * Lie open to the light !' And his 
presence in the House was due to such a purpose ! K 
she only knew ! The incongruity between pm^jose and 
pretence — ^if he had made pretence — ^was ridiculous. In 
the silence of the garden the words rang in his brain — 
* lie open to the light.' What things nad to be done 
before that opening of the soul to the light ! 
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But he had resolved to defer this purpose while he 
observed the ways of the Community — ^a relief, for a 
time, to forget this terrible purpose. And he fell once 
more to considering the place where he had found his 
enemy. A strange, mysterious place ! The retreat of 
rustics, apparently — ^yet, of rustics who feU into trances, 
had raptures and saw visions. Well, if it is given to any 
people to see visions, it must surely be to the country 
folk, who work alone in the field and forest, that such 
privilege is given. A place dominated by a man of 
strong magnetic force, who certainly believed what he 
said, and might, had he chosen to remain among men, 
have drawn multitudes to follow him, such was the 
power of his voice and of his words. A place with 
something of the desert about it, situated, like an abode 
of Eremites, in a lonely place under the everlasting hills, 
with a rushing stream to sit beside (nothing assists 
Meditation more than a running stream) ; a place out- 
side the world ; a place whither came no letters or news 
or papers ; dedicated, like a Buddhist monastery, to 
that sublime selfishness in which no one cares for his 
brother, but is entirely occupied with his own advance- 
ment; a religious house in which there was neither 
chapel nor service — where the mind, stripped of dogma 
and creed, of teaching and of teacher, looked inwards 
for nourishment and for inspiration. 

Thinking these things, he waited till Cicely, in her 
round, again drew near to him. Then once more he 
spoke to her. ' Those heights, Cicely — those levels of 
which you speak. What are they like when you reach 
them ? What are the dreams and visions which come 
to you in your trance ?' 

* The levels are spiritual levels. The place is always 
the world. How can I explain.^ This world will 
always remain. There are as many worlds as there are 
men, yet only one real world. It is the perfect world 
which we are trying to see and to understand. To all 
of us there are worlds of different levels, invisible to 
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each other. Outside our own world, above us and 
below us, are infinite worlds, always the same. When 
we are ready to go up to the world above us, we are 
taken up. Yet there is only one world, and that world 
you are not able to see or understand. What you see 
with your short sight is only a fragment.** 
• As she spoke she became like the Master — trans- 
formed. She became glorified. Her eyes were filled 
with light — she became a goddess. 

* Then you will soon be taken up, and we shall lose 
you. Cicely.' 

She shook her head. Compliments she did not 
understand. 'We live out our Uves. We are called 
away only when at this stage we can leani no more.** 

' Well — but always the same world ? Always pie 
and pork and beans ?' 

* Don't look like that, Gilbert. I cannot tell you 
anything if you look like that. It makes me feel ill ; it 
makes your soul black when you mock. You must not 
think of things gross and material when your soul 
should he open to the light.' 

* I will not. But there will be always this House .^' 

' There will be always, I suppose, some company of 
men and women trying to rise higher and higher to the 
greater happiness.' 

' The greater happiness,' he repeated. * That is what 
I cannot imderstand. What constitutes the greater 
happiness ? What will you do with it when you have 
got it?' 

* You cannot understand. Why talk any more ? 
First, you must clear your mind of the Past, and then 
you must learn how to rest before you are able to take 
a single step.' 

She turned away and continued her work. Gilbert 
looked after her, moved by her sincerity and her 
earnestness. 

There are moments for some men — not for all, 
because most men are unable to feel these things, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



72 . THE CITY OF REFUGE 

for the few only in youth and early manhood — ^when it 
seems really possible to stand outside the environment 
of time and matter ; when the raptures of saints, the 
visions of nuns, the ejaculations of anchorites, the stories 
of spiritualists, seem not idle dreams and fond imagin- 
ings, but true liftings of the Veil which hides the only 
things that are real and everlasting. At such moment 
a cloud rolls over the eyes; the walls of the room 
vanish ; everything vanishes, and one is alone in space. 
It passes quickly for the most part ; the strange feeling, 
which was always in the mind of the Master, has come 
and is gone in a moment, before one has had time to 
consider what it means, or to ask any questions, or to 
learn if any questions may be astea. While the 
Master spoke to him, Gilbert experienced this feeling. 
When Cicely spoke to him in the garden, he experienced 
it once more. It was not the first time. When he was 
a boy of seventeen, certain poetry drew him out of him- 
self. When he heard music of a certain kind, he was 
fain to sit down and surrender himself. So, when he 
travelled abroad, and made the acquaintance of der- 
vishes, fakeers, Moravian missionaries, and sometimes 
Catholic priests, worn and devoted, the same emotion 
seized him. Some books of biographies filled him with 
this sense ; some flowers inspired him with this yearning 
after the power of living outside life — ^the power, in 
short, claimed by the people of this House. Now his 
brain was filled with a kind of glory, left there by the 
words and the voice and the eyes of this girl. At such 
a moment, if self-surrender were possible, everything 
would be possible : trance — visions — ^voices of the dead 
— and the lifting of the Veil. 

His heart glowed within him. He could not choose 
but believe the girl. Her eyes were as sincere as her 
heart was pure, as her maiden soul was innocent. 
When he should be able to rest . . . but the Purpose 
stood between. 

' You want rest ?^ It was the voice, cold, hard, and 
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metallic, of the man he was hunting. He stood with 
his hoe over his shoulder on the other side of the 
bushes. * I have overheard your conversation with the 
girl. Rest is what we all want, isn't it? — rest and 
Meditation and Elevation. Yes — oh yes — Elevation !** 
The glow and the Joy of his dreams fled shrieking, 
driven away by this evil presence. 

* You had better go on with your work,' said Gilbert 
shortly. 

* Presently — presently. All in good time. You 
needn't break yovu: back in this place. As for work, I 
suppose you don't really like blistering your hands and 
cramping your legs over a beastly hoe any more than I 
do. I chose gardening because no one knows whether 
you do anything or not.' He sat down on a barrow. 
^ Fm going to take a spell of rest. Let us talk. I was 
astonishea, last night, to see you come in, because you 
have the appearance and the manners of an English 
gentleman, and you don't look like a Crank. As for 
me, I come here because I want complete rest, which a 
man can't get anywhere else. It was over-work — ^intel- 
lectual kind — ^writing. My doctor told me of this 
place. Light physical exercise, simple food, absolute 
silence, no telegrams, no letters, no newspapers — that is 
what I get here. I do not pretend to meditate, as they 
call it. I am never carried away in a trance ; but I am 
quiet. That's my little simple story, Mr. Maryon. 
What is yours ? 

* Mine ? Oh ! mine is still simpler.' 

* You are not a religious Crank, like the rest of them. 
And you don't look as if you were nervous. I heard 
you talking to that girl just now. Well, she's the only 
pretty thing in the place. You look that kind of man 
— ^I shan't interfere. Besides, I shall be going in a 
week or two. Don't mind me.' 

His cold face showed neither leer nor grin : there was 
nothing of the Satyr in the man ; but it expressed evil 
of the most evil. 
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Gilbert felt an intense desire to kill the creature, but 
refrained. 

* How long did you say you were going to stay ?^ 

' Probably a week or two longer. The people are 
inistics ; the food is coarse ; there is nothing to drink ; 
there is nothing to do ; there is nothing to talk about ; 
but one can be quiet. As for you, I suppose that little 
girl — well, they are all blind and deaf and dumb : you 
can do just what you like — I shan't interfere.' 

Gilbert stepped across the beds and stood over him. 
He was a big strong man, and the other, though as tall, 
was slight and spare. 

* Look here — you — Charles Lee, as you call yourself. 
I dare say I shall have some little accounts to make up 
with you presently. Meantime, be very careful never 
to mention that young lady's name again in my presence. 
If you do I will horsewhip you.' 

The man looked ugly, but he made no reply. 

* As for your coming here, we know all about that. 
It is a convenient spot for a man who wants to be out 
of the way ; a place not likely to be suspected ^' 

* Out of ihe way ?' The man changed colour. * What 
do you mean ?' 

* Such a man, I say, might very well think that no 
one would look for him in such a place.' 

* What the devil do you mean, sir ?' The man spoke 
with a poor show of surprise. 

'I mean just what I say. Mr. Charles Lee thinks 
that he is safe so long as he remains in this House — so 
long as no one suspects this House — so long as no one 
comes to look for him. Very well, Mr. Charles Lee is 
quite right. The police are not suspicious about this 
place ; they are looking for him in all the dives from 
Chicago to New Orleans. But they will not come here 
to look for him unless they are sent for,'' 

Mr. Charles Lee sat down again upon the barrow. 
* The pohce ?' he repeated. * The poUce ? What have 
the police to do with me .?' He watched Gilbert with 
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unmistakable terror in his eyes. He looked furtively 
about him as if meditating flight. 

' That is your business, not mine.** He had gone so 
fer, he thought, that he might just as well go on and 
complete the job on the spot — say, after breakfast. 

' Who are you ? What do you want with me ? Who 
told you ?^ Then he suddenly threw up his arms. * Oh ! 
I remember now. You are Gilbert Maryon. You are 
the son of General Sir Harry Maryon, K.C.B. Oh yes ! 
What the devil are you doing here ? I never met you 
at home, but I have heard about you. Yes : you were 
in the Foreign Office ; you became an unpaid attacM — 
I remember.' 

* I would not remember too much if I were you.** 

* Why not?' 

*• Because you might happen to remember what your 
own name used to be cmd why you left England. I 
don't ask you to tell me, understand. It would be a 
pity to give yourself away, wouldn't it ?' 

in spite of his proud bearing, the man shivered from 
head to foot. There was one thing, then, that touched 
him still : his own disgrace ; the memory of what he had 
been. 

*What have you done.?' he asked. *Why are you 
here ? How do you know — what you do know ?' 

* It is full early for personal and private conundrums, 
isn't it ? Wait a bit. I do not desire your society, but 
I shall have to speak seriously to you very soon. Of that 
I warn you. We may, some time or other, perhaps this 
day, exchange confidences and confessions.' 

*• What confidences ?' 

*As to why and how you left your native country. 
Already I have learned tnat it must have been a very 
short time ago, because you knew that I was in the 
Foreign Office ; and that you must have been a man of 
the Piccadilly End, otherwise you would not have known 
that httle fact. Besides, you have the siurvival of manner, 
although your face must have changed since you were 
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received in London houses. Your story, in fact, should 
be interesting. Mine, I confess, would be commonplace 
in comparison.** 

' Then tell me,' he insisted, still with that terror in 
his face, * why you have come here ; how you learned — 
what you know.' 

* Not yet. It is the story of a villain and his punish- 
ment. I will tell you presently — ^after breakfast, perhaps. 
There goes the bell. Go now, and feed.' 

He left the man on the barrow, his face full of fear 
and suspicion and imcertainty, and turned his steps 
towards the hall and breakfast. 

He was joined by Cicely, who laid her hand upon his 
arm. 

* Brother Gilbert,' she said. * Not to-day. Promise 
me, not to-day.' 

* What r he asked. * What am I not to do this day ?* 
*Not to-day,' she repeated, as if she divined his 

purpose and knew his secret. * Promise me, not to-day.' 

* What is it. Cicely ? Put the promise into words : 
what is it that I must not do this day ?' 

* I do not know what they mean ' — she did not explain 
who * they ' were. * They told me to make you promise, 
not to-day. You must promise, Gilbert. It is my 
mother's order. Not to-day.' 

* Your mother's order ? Your dead mother's order ?' 
He hesitated. One look at her serious face determined 
him. He obeyed. * Well, little witch, I promise. Not 
to-day.' 

CHAPTER VI. 

*NOT TO-DAY.' 

The House breakfast proved to be very nearly the same 
as the supper. What can one ask that is better than 
steak, bacon, ham, pork and beans, with hot cake and 
all kinds of cakes and jam ? The body, as the Master 



Digitized by 



Google 



*N01^ TO-DAY ^ 77 

said, must be kept in good case and painless, in order 
for the soul to be free. When hunger gnaws, or when 
rheumatics bite, the soul becomes nothing better than 
a groaning prisoner — which shows how mistaken the 
ascetics and eremites have all been in mortifying the 
flesh. Twice and three times as spiritually disposed is 
that soul which reposes in a body well fed and nourished 
and comfortable. 

The one o^clock dinner was also very nearly the same 
as the breakfast and the supper. The Fraternity, in fact, 
had but one meal — a square meal, quadrilateral and rect- 
angular — ^taken three times daily. As they knew what 
to expect, they were saved from vain lookmgs forward 
and from speculations as to possible or imattainable 
good things which trouble some folk. Iced water, tea 
and coffee were served at every meal, and of course if 
the food was coarse and indifferently cooked it was 
exactly what most of the members had been accustomed 
to receive all their lives. 

In every kind of hunt, the sympathy of the onlookers 
is always with the hunter, seldom with the hunted. 
Especially is this the case with the hunt of man. He 
has to be run down, he has to be caught : how will it be 
done ? That is what everybody asks ; in certain circles, 
however, the question is — ^how will he escape ? Great 
as is the ingenuity of the man hunted, still greater is 
the ingenuity of the detective. The himted man flies, 
he runs out of sight, he disguises himself, he hides, he 
assiunes a becuxl, he cuts off* a beard, he puts on eye- 

glasses, he takes them off, he puts on a wig, he changes 
s name, his dress, his carriage, he has a thousand tricks 
and timis; yet in the end he is caught, generally by 
some accident which Mr. Sherlock Holmes, the detective, 
turns to his own accoimt. Can we not admire the clever- 
ness of the man who is hunted ? Never mind why he is 
hunted, probably in order that he may no longer eat up 
other men ; let us watch the cleverness of the quarry. 
Here was a man whom all the police in the United 
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States were looking for; in every town they had his 
portrait and a description of him and information of 
his way of life. Every place closed to him, except this. 
He knocked at the door of this House and was admitted. 
Here he was quite safe ; no police 'ever came to the place, 
it was unsuspected, it was a modem sanctuary. And 
here he had rested for three weeks and more, feeling 
himself for the first time in absolute security. There 
were certain drawbacks in the Hfe here, but he was safe 
from pursuit. And then came this young Englishman. 
Why did he come to the place ? 

There is one branch of thought-reading which is 
common to all mankind, except the very stupid. This 
class, as we know, feel nothing, fear nothing, anticipate 
nothing, and desire nothing. They are incapable of 
imagination, love, hatred, or any other passion what- 
ever. All but the very stupid, however, possess the 
power of divining whether another man is a friend or 
an enemy. This instinct is a sunival of the days when 
man was a fighting animal, and a hunting animal, and 
a hunted animal. He could then hear and see his 
enemy miles off; he could scent his enemy when he 
was invisible ; he acquired this power through the in- 
stinct of self-preservation : even now, when he himts no 
longer, he can perceive at first sight if a man will prove 
a friend or an enemy. The man Charles Lee, who was 
at the moment a hunted animal, recognised, at the first 
sight of Gilbert, an enemy. This made him imeasy, 
particularly as he could not by any thinking arrive at 
a working theory as to why this young fellow should be 
an enemy, what he was doing in this House, and how 
he came to know anything about that ring — if he did 
know anything. He felt so uneasy that he would have 
gone away but for the absolute certainty that nowhere 
else could be found a place of such safety : the only 
place in the world where the residents showed no 
cvu'iosrty at all about a new-comer, and did not ques- 
tion him and did not talk about him. Such a place 
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was to a hunted man like a Fortress Impregnable, a 
Chateau Gaillard. For three weeks he had lived im- 
noticed among them ; nobody spoke to him except the 
Master and this girl. And now came this yoimg 
Englishman, who knew at least that he was in hiding. 
He was very imeasy indeed. 

Other things made the fugitive uncomfortable : lesser 
things ; everything that must be expected when one has 
to run away : part of the stage management, the ' busi- 
ness ^ of nmning away. The ring had been conducting 
its operations, having acquired the power of spending 
freely, in great cities, where there is variety of meals, 
not the same meal ; and variety of food, not the same 
food; where there are hotels, and where there are, 
sometimes, cooks; where, also, there are drinks like the 
juice of the grape and the juice of the barley. How 
dreadful, therefore, were the sufferings of this unfortunate 
man, condemned to feed upon nothing but tough steak 
and pork and beans, and to drink nothing, either with 
his meals or between them, but tea and coffee and iced 
water ! ITiere was no tobacco, there was not a cigar in 
the place, and he had no money to buy any. That 
there was no conversation under the circumstances 
mattered little. And he had to do manual work. He 
was expected to take a rake or a hoe or a spade, and to 
work, actually to work, in the garden. 

There was once a great criminal, almost as great a 
criminal as this person. They tried to convert him 
with prison, but he found himself among old friends 
and was comparatively happy; at all events, he con- 
tinued as far removed as ever from penitence. They 
flogged him : he took his flogging as one of the dis- 
agreeable accidents of life — like toothache, but sooner 
over — and went back to his old friends ; they locked 
him up quite alone — ^as soon as he was let out he went 
back to his old friends ; they gave him a kind chaplain 
and a sympathetic visitor who prayed >vith him and 
wept with him ; he enjoyed the weeping very much, 
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and he then went back to his old friends. Finally they 
hit upon a plan which at least made him entirely 
miserable, because there was no hope left to him : he 
was never allowed to go back to his friends at all, and 
he had to spend the remainder of his life among people 
who neither drank nor gambled, nor thieved, nor planned 
iniquities, nor committed crimes, great or small, but 
lived with the most disgusting and intolerable purity, 
temperance and virtue. This seemed, for the moment, 
the only future possible for the man who called himself 
Charles Lee. He could not go back to his old friends, 
first because they were dispersed, and next because at 
every road which led to the former haunts of these 
interesting people stood the sheriff with an order for 
his arrest. And oh! how he hated the place he 
was in ! 

After breakfast they went back to work. Mr. Charles 
Lee, hoe in hand, contrived to keep within sight of 
Gilbert. Nothing at all happened. Gilbert went on 
quietly with his work; there was no conversation at 
all between him and the girl ; nor did Gilbert address 
any remarks to him. What did he know ? What did 
he mean by settling accomits ? Nothing, either in London 
or in America, had ever passed between him and that 
young man. How did he learn what he evidently 
knew? The more he thought about it, the more 
uneasy he became. 

At one o'^clock they sat down to dinner, which was, 
as has been stated already, exactly the same as break- 
fast and supper. Gilbert observed that his left-hand 
neighbour. Brother Silas, devom^d the same meal three 
times a day with the same voracity and despatch. He 
was a heavy-looking young man, square jawed, with 
high cheek-bones, big limbed. Like all the men in the 
place, he had a ruminating eye. The man who rumi 
nates is not always the man who meditates. Brother 
Silas ruminated. He fed slowly, but steadily and 
thoroughly, like an ox, gazing into space the while. 
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Was it possible that this dull and clownish head con- 
tained a brain capable of seeing visions, and dreaming 
dreams, and taking flights into other worlds ? Gilbert 
endeavoured, out of curiosity, to make the man talk : 
he put forth tentatives, he suggested questions, he gave 
openings ; nothing coidd be got out of the man but a 
grunt. It might be imagination, but Gilbert thought 
that a gleam of light shot across those ruminating eyes 
once or twice, when the man turned his head slowly and 
his eyes fell upon Cicely, the one sweet and dainty figure 
in the whole company. Could he have so much grace 
as to admire this girl ? Was Love admitted into the 
Commimity ? 

After dinner the people separated slowly and silently. 
A few turned them round in their places and, leaning 
back as if for Meditation, frankly dropped into slmnber. 
There was no mistaking the difference between the 
Meditation of the evening and the sleep of the after- 
noon. The latter was honest, drowsy, afternoon doze ; 
the former was trance. Others rolled slowly — the rolling 
gait comes to those who loaf as well as those who tread 
the yielding deck — out of the hall and took their seat 
on the benches in the verandah. Some walked up and 
down the wooden walk before the House, languidly, 
with hanging hands and vacant eyes. Some stood still 
and looked out into space, seeing nothing ; some set off 
with briskness and then changed their minds and came 
back again : there was no sign of settled purpose, or of 
any brain activity at all. Upon all there lay the same 
dull and vacuous look. Not without wisdom did Benedict 
enjoin in his brethren the work of the body or the work 
of the mind when they were not chanting hymns in the 
abbey church. 

Gilbert moved about among them and spoke to one 
or two. They were morose in their manner ; the words 
seemed to irritate them : they answered in monosyllables. 
Their irritation was not altogether disinclination to 
answer, it was partly inability. If you remain absolutely 

6 



Digitized by 



Google 



82 THE CITY OF REFUGE 

silent for a long time — ^for many years— during which 
you read nothing, hear nothing, and speak nothing, 
you will become, like Alexander Selkirk, imable to 
speak except with great difficulty. At the very best 
our powers of speech are extremely Umited : imder such 
conditions they may vanish altogether, more especially 
with men no longer young, who have never received 
much education; who have lived solitary Uves in the 
fields ; and have never at any time enjoyed much 
converse with their fellow-men. 

The women were brighter and more alert both in 
face and in movement. To begin with, it is impossible 
to keep in silence a company of women working together. 
Those who sit and sew, those who make and mend, 
those who cook and wash up, those who order dairy 
and laundry, have a great deal to say over their work. 
Here they called it necessary talk, not frivolous talk ; 
and this talk kept them alive, even though for the 
rest of the day tney observed the wonted silence of the 
House. 

One of these, a little slight woman, between forty 
and fifty years of age, her hair streaked with gray, 
with bright, beady eyes, and a sharp face, attracted 
Gilbert, because sne looked so much more alive than 
the rest. He ventured to address her. She was sitting 
in a comer of the verandah, and she had some knitting 
in her hand ; she was the only woman who was occupied 
in this feminine manner, and she looked curiously 
natural and, therefore, out of place. 

* Well, young man,' she said, ^ if you want to talk 
about the House, you may. That's improvin' talk. 
We're set against idle talk, but you're a new-comer 
and perhaps you want to learn. Sit down, then, and 
ask.' 

^ Tell me,' said Gilbertj ^ about your Meditation.' 

* That's always the trouble, at first. You can't 
meditate, not worth a cent, can you ? I couldn't when 
1 began. I came here twenty years ago, soon aft^r 
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the Master started the House and just before Sister 
Cicely was bom. I was in terrible trouble, I remember, 
about something or somebody; you wouldn'^t believe 
what a wrench it took to get all that trouble out 
of my head. But I persevered, thank the Lord ! and 
forgot everybody and had my mind clear at last ; and 
IVe never thought about my own trouble ever since. 
And I meditate lovely every night.' 

It seemed, to the new-comer, rather a selfish way 
of getting higher up ; but he refrained from saying so. 

* If it's any comfort to you, yoimg man — ^you look 
as if yovur thoughts were elsewhere, perhaps with some 
girl or other — I may tell you that in a very few weeks 
I was able just to §it down, fold my hands, and go 
off — ^go off — ^up into the clouds.' 

^Yes. And what do you see when you are up in 
the clouds .?' 

*It might be the New Jerusalem, for all I know,' 
she replied vaguely. * It's jest grand and glorious ; 
it fills me all over with a kind of warmth ^' 

* But what is it you see when you get there .?' Gilbert 
persisted. 

* Don't I tell you ? It's grand and glorious. I come 
back all in a glow. Isn't that enough ?' 

* Then you see nothing ?' 

*When you come back from the other world,' the 
woman replied without hesitation, ^you can't never 
teU what you've seen ; everything goes clean out of 
yoru: head; you jest remember where you've been. 
Nothing is left but the glow.' 

* I understand. Do you think the other people here 
enjoy the same glow, the same experience of the other 
world, as yourself?' 

*We don't know much about each other. Some- 
times there's whispering about this one or that one — 
and what we see, and what we hear, and what we 
remember. We women talk about it a little over our 
work. There's jealousies sometimes about who gets 
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highest. Sister Cicely goes up ever so high. But the 
Master soars higher than anybody else.' 

* Quite so. And what is your own work in the 
morning ?' 

' I work in the dairy. Young man, mind you choose 
the hardest, not the lightest work. Dig in the garden, 
if you can. Take a spade and dig. Do something 
to make the body tired, if you wish to meditate quickly 
and easily.' 

*I will remember. And now tell me who they 
are, and where they come from, and why they come 
here.' 

'I don't know who the brothers and sisters are, 
nor where they come from. It isn't any business of 
mine where they come from. When first they come 
they talk sometimes. Some of the women were driven 
here by cruel scorn. Oh, but it is for their own good, 
and after a bit they know it. Then they forget the 
Past — ^it drops clean from their souls like a garment 
that one takes off. Yes, young man, vour Past will 
fall from you : perhaps you've been wicked — ^it doesn't 
matter; or unfortunate; or perhaps you've been dis- 
appointed in love — ^nothing matters. After a bit the 
world will be quite dead to you : nothing will be left 
but the care of keeping the body from pain and the 
mind from thought, so as to leave the blessed soul free 
to soar. You will get to understand by bits that you 
are all by yourself in space, and no concern with 
anybody else.' 

* Isn't that rather a selfish way of looking at things ?' 




•I nave always thought that the Past never dies 
and can never be forgotten. What if one cannot 
forget the Past?' 

' Then you will be criticised by the Committee. It 
is a dreadful thing to be criticised by the Committee.' 
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CScely said the same thing to the brother with 
the hoe. 

' Oh ! What is the Committee ? 

* Yomig man,' she took up her knitting, ^ Tve talked 
enough.'' 

*One moment.' Gilbert laid his hand upon the 
knitting, which is well known as a narcotic. * One 
moment. Is the Past really forgotten ? Have you 
really forgotten that old trouble ? Do you never ask 
what became of him ? Do you never wonder why he 
wronged you ? Do you never ask why he married the 
other ? Or if he repents his wickedness ? Or if "* 

' Oh !' — she dropped her knitting with a cry of pain, 
and answered as one who must, — ^ if I remember ! Yes ! 
yes ! I think I forget ; but I don't. Oh ! I remember 
all day long, except in the evening, when I force myself 
to forget and so to rest for an hour.' 

* Just so,' said Gilbert. ' The Past can never be 
forgotten. It is like your shadow; it can never be 
cut off.' 

He left her, shaking and trembling, hands and head 
and shoulders. He had recalled something of that past 
trouble. He sighed in pity for the poor woman, who 
was trying her best to live in a fool's paradise, and 
turned away. 

Gilbert retreated to the garden, where Cicely was 
still among her roses, walking about with clasped 
hands and thoughtful face. TS^at were the thoughts 
of this girl who knew nothing ? 

* What do you do,' he asked, * all the long afternoon .?' 

* Generally I am out here. Sometimes I sit indoors. 
The time seems long to you because you have forgotten 
how to rest,' 

* I should Uke to read.' 

* Oh no !' she said, * you must not read. Nothing 
hinders rest more than reading. I used to read before 
I arrived at the age of Meditation — ^not since. Go and 
sit down somewhere by yourself in a comer ; shut your 
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eyes ; try to forget the Past. You are in the world 
still ; you are thinking of it all day long ; and you are 
disturbed by something evil that has come to you out of 
the world. Forget the Past, Gilbert, and be happy with 
us. Oh, ifyou only knew it, this is the most beautiftil 
House ! Tnere can be no place more delightful — ^if 
you only knew it.' 

* I wish I did know it, then. But tell me, Cicely, 
what do you see when you meditate after your wonder- 
ful dance ?' 

* I see my father and my mother. Every night we 
are all three together on heights far above this. They 
tell me things.' 

* What thing* do they tell you P 

* When I return to earth I have forgotten. That is 
to say, for the time. I shall remember everything when 
I am worthy to speak and this House is worthy to hear. 
The words come oack to me when I go back to them, 
and my heart is so softened, so warm, and so happy. 
Oh, Gilbert ! if you knew. Only to think of it makes 
me long for you to feel it too.' 

* Child, what is the good of hearing things you can't 
remember ? How can they affect your life ?' 

* My life ? You mean my life here ? Oh ! but that 
doesn't count. I have notning to do with my life here 
but to get through it.' 

^Well. Then what do you see? What is your 
mother like ? How is she dressed T 

* I don't know. When I come back to earth I have 
no recollection of such things. Yet, when I see her 
again, I know her again.' 

* What is the good of seeing them if you cannot tell 
what they are hke ?' 

* Gilbert, you know nothing. That is my true life — 
to be with them. It is my happiness and my joy. AU 
the rest is show and a weariness — ^unless it is to see the 
flowers grow. Go away now, Gilbert. You disturb me 
too much.' 
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He obeyed. He wandered about the gardens, finding 
no rest or pea^e. The place was interesting, the gin 
was interesting ; he was a young man open to impression 
and interested by this kind of profession or pi'etence ; 
but everything was marred by the presence of the man 
Charles Lee, and the thought of what had to be done. 

He foimd himself presently in the shrubbery where 
were the seats. He sat down, his mind agitated, as far 
from rest as is possible for any man, even outside the 
House of Meditation. 

Presently the man himself who filled his thoughts came 
up to him and stood before him, dark and threatening. 

*I want to know,' he said, 'what you meant this 
morning when you said that you had accounts to settle 
with me.' 

' Did I say so ? Well, then, in good time. Not to- 
day — I have promised. Not to-day. I shall settle 
those accounts with you another time.' 

' You will explain now.' The man's face grew darker 
and more threatening. 

* I shall choose my own time. Do you understand ? 
My own time.' 

* I have seen men shot for less.' 

* You will not shoot me, Mr. Charles Lee. At least, 
not yet.' 

*lhave a right to demand an explanation. Come, 
Mr. Gilbert Maryon, you were once an English gentle- 
man, whatever you are now. Suppose you had used 
those words to a man in any club of which you were a 
member ?' 

* I cannot suppose such a thing possible.' 

*You chargea me, in so many words, with hiding 
from the hands of Justice. Will you tell me, I ask 
once more, what you meant by that ?' 

* Well, I don't mind explaining so much. You have 
been, among other things, a leading member, perhaps 
the cleverest member, of a certain nng or long firm, or 
whatever it was called : a combination for purposes of 
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plunder and robbery. You possess a certain distinction 
of appearance and manner, and generally played the 
part of the moneyed man, the aristocratic traveller, or 
any part requiring manners and appearance. At last 
you were everywhere blown upon, the police took up the 
case, the gang was broken up ; you are now all separated 
and either arrested or in hiding. That is what I 
meant, Mr. Charles Lee.^ 

The man laughed, but without much merriment. 

* I dare say,' he replied, * that you are right about the 
gang. It does not concern me, because, you see, I am 
not the man in question. His name may be Charles 
Lee, or it may be something else. I don't know or care.' 

* In that case you have only to march out of this 
place, which evidently does not suit you. But you will 
not leave it yet.' 

* Why not?' 

* Because in whatever American town you venture to 
show your face, you will find that they have got a 
photograph and an exact description of your personal 
appearance. Because, my friend, you are wanted very 
badly. Oh no, you will not leave this place.' 

* 1 shall leave it,' he replied, with a very good assump- 
tion of dignity, * when it suits me.' 

* If I thought you were goin^ to leave us before it 
suits me^ Gil&rt replied, * I womd call in the sheriff of 
the nearest town.' 

< By ,' the man swore a great oath, * I will kill, 

you, Mr. Gilbert Maryon.' 

* No, you will not, imless you wish to see the sheriff, 
because in such a case he would be sent for immediately.' 

* What do you want, then ?' 

*I want to settle accounts with you. Not to-day. 
Perhaps to-morrow.' 

* How have I injured you ?' 

* That you wil 1 learn when the day of settlement 
arrives. Liook here, Mr. Charles Lee, you are a prisoner 
in this House. Outside, all round you, you are waited 
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for. You will continue to be a prisoner in this House 
until you are arrested, or until yoru: death. Yes — until 
your death. It is all you have to look forward to. 
Now, Mr. Charles — shall I give you yom* right name ? 
— ^go away and wait for the day of settlement — ^perhaps 
to-morrow.** 

With white face, but with the affectation of careless- 
ness, Charles Lee walked away. Heavens! and only 
two years before the man was a member of the English 
Government, a statesman, a gentleman of unblemished 
character ! 

CHAPTER VII. 

A SECOND AND A THIRD MESSAGE. 

Gilbert sought no more conversation that afternoon. 
He wandered about by himself in the grounds and 
garden and fields belonging to the House. The first 
curiosity once over, he felt himself out of harmony with 
the place, for everything jarred upon him : the sight and 
speech of the man whom he purposed to kill ; Sie pre- 
sence of that purpose ; the postponement of the thing 
— on account of the vague request of a brain-sick girl, 
a visionary — lay upon his soul like lead. Why did he 

1)ut oflF tne thing ? He had no right to stay an hour 
onger in the House ; he should have sought out the 
man without going into the House — and so on. His 
spirit was disquieted within him as he strolled about 
the hedgeless fields. Presently he came upon a stream, 
a bright shallow stream which babbled with so sparkling 
a voice and laughed so merrily over the stones that it 
mocked him ; the sunshine mocked him ; the clear blue 
sky mocked him ; the fresh breeze mocked him ; every- 
thing mocked and scoflFed at the man who bore about 
so grievous a burden. 

The thing should have been done in a gambling den 
— in a saloon of desperadoes in the Wild West, if there 
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is any Wild West left ; even there it would have been a 
task heavy enough ; but it had to be done in a house of 
religion. To this quiet peaceful retreat he had come to 
force a man, perhaps against his will, to mortal combat. 

And no other way out of it — none. Even if the 
man were arrested, tried, and sentenced to a lifelong 
imprisonment for complicity in murder and companion- 
ship in robbery, his wife would not be free. Nothing, 
except his death, could set her free. He thought of 
her tears and of her shame ; of the boy, whose name 
could only be preserved by the death of his father ; of 
his own promise ; and so he strengthened himself. Yet 
his heart was as heavy as lead. 

Suddenly while he meditated — ^not in the Master'^s 
sense — a hand was laid upon his shoulder. It was the 
Master himself. Gilbert turned promptly. 

* You, Master ? I did not hear your footstep.** 

* Worldling !' said the Master, using a word common 
on the lips of the converted and convinced and the 
saints in evangelical circles fifty years ago, *your 
thoughts were lar away from this House. You were 
back again Outside, as absorbed and entranced as we 
when we leave the House.** 

* I was thinking "^ 

* Brother Gilbert,' the Master interrupted, * I have 
been disturbed in Meditation on your account. I have 
been moved to rise and seek you out and to speak to 
you. It is laid upon me to speak to you. First of 
yourself. Something — I know not what, and I will 
not ask — ^troubles you. Something stands between you 
and the repose which you need. Am I right ?' 

* You are indeed right. I am deeply troubled.' 

* You have not left Outside though you have come 
here. You come not with crimes upon your soul, like 
that other Englishman, but with a purpose not yet 
accomplished. Again, am I right ?' 

* How did you learn that ?^ 

* Anyone can read trouble and doubt in your eyes. 
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But I have a more certain source of knowledge. When 
that which you think must be done shall have been 
done, you will be easier in your mind.' 

* I tnink so. It will be finished.** 

* Then, Gilbert, I have a message for you. One for 
your private ear.' 

* A message ? 

* From a person whom you know not — ^yet. Perhaps 
you will know her — some time or other. A message 
from her.' His low, soft voice was like music. *For 
some reason which as yet I know not she takes an 
interest in you. She is Cicely's mother, and my very 
dear friend with whom I hold sweet converse every day.' 
His voice faltered ; his eyes became once more filled 
with that strange, soft light — of what ? Enthusiasm ? 
Credulity ? Imposture ? Not the last : not imposture. 
* She is my oldest friend, my dearest friend, for whose 
sake her child Cicely is dear to me beyond all earthly 
things. I say, for her sake; you would say, for her 
memory. To me it is not memory, because she lives 
with me still and daily speaks to me.' 

' And the message ?' 

*Yes — ^the message. "Tell Gilbert Maryon," said 
Cicely's mother, "that what has to be done may be 
done without him. Tell him to wait ; tell him to believe 
that what has to be done shall be done without him." 
That is the message. As I understand it, the time will 
come soon when the arm of the I^rd will be stretched 
out — ^when some who now cumber and trouble the earth 
will cease their troubling. How do you understand it ?' 

* Why ! how should she know ? How should anyone 
— ^you — Cicely — anyone know anything? She cannot. 
What does she mean, then P 

* I know nothing, yovmg man. Yet I can read the 
signs. I do not ask your purpose — I do not ask your 
Past. There is, however, a plain promise with a plain 
command, from one who cannot deceive and can fore- 
tell. On her heights the futiu^ is spread out before 
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her like a map. This thing, whatever it is, will' be 
done without your aid. Very weU, then. You are 
troubled about the event and your own action in it. 
Let it trouble you no more. Suffer your mind to be 
at ease. Believe the promise, obey the command. So 
all will be well with you.' 

The Master turned away and left Gilbert staring 
after him stupidly. 

Now, observe. If one of our friends were to tell us 
that a telegram had just arrived from a dead man and 
that it was lying on the study table, we should treat 
that communication with contempt, and that friend as 
a person of strong imagination or of unsoimd mind. 
Such a thing would not be received seriously in London; 
I mean, outside one of the Houses of Pretence. Yet 
when such a message was brought to Gilbert in this 
House, whose atmosphere was charged with mysterious 
trances and wonderml ways, he received it with meek- 
ness. The man who gave him the message was a 
stranger, an acquaintance of twenty-four hours' stand- 
ing, uie friend of a day ; he brougnt no credentials of 
veracity, he gave no proof of credibility ; he simply 
said, ^ Behold a miracle : I bring to you a messag* from 
the dead. Why they send you the message I do not 
know.' 

Yet Gilbert received the message with meekness — 
with that rarest of modem virtues. Why ? I suppose 
it was partly because the atmosphere of the place was 
so strange and weird; partly, perhaps, on account of 
the man who brought the message : a strange, remark- 
able man, picturesque, persuasive ; a man with a soft 
voice, with eyes deep set, searching, luminous ; with a 
high, square forehead; with white flowing hair. We 
probably ask ourselves how certain persons — ^impostors 
— could ever, under any circumstances, be believed. The 
things they pretended were incredible and absurd, yet 
they deceived multitudes, and will still deceive multi- 
tudes so long as they have the persuasive voice, the 
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deep-set eyes, the face of candour, the manner of 
authority. Cagliostro is a case in point, and, I believe, 
Mohammed, and the late Mahdi. 

With meekness Gilbert received that message. Why, 
he had already received and obeyed a warning from a 
girl — to be sure she looked like an angel or a spirit. 
He was also ready to obey a message given him by a 
man who looked like a Prophet. He received the 
message with meekness, and he allowed it to bring him 
consolation and relief. 

* What had to be done would be done without him.' 
If that were so, really : if that should prove to be so — 
if he could only believe this — why, the rippling of the 
stream and the whisper of the breeze woma be an echo 
to the joy of his heart ; his soul would lie open once 
more — ^not to trance, but to life and light and action. 
Anything seemed possible in such a House as this — 
even a message from the dead : even the postponement 
at their command of a killing which he persuaded him- 
self would be no murder, but the ordeal by battle. 

One must own that, in any case, it was really a 
remarkable thing for two such messages to be delivered 
by tw# persons independently. Certainly the Master 
could have no suspicion of his intention, nor could the 
girl. 

But another and even a more remarkable thing was 
to happen in the evening, as you shall hear. 

At supper in the evening he sat, as before, opposite 
his enemy. Mr. Charles Lee retained so much of his 
English manners that he could and did sit at the table 
as if at a table d'hote^ without the least consciousness of 
the presence of anybody else : with icy separation he 
gazed across the table through the body of the man 
who was going to settle accounts with him. He sat in 
silence ; he took such food as he desired, and in silence 
he presently rose and walked out of the hall. But 
Gilbert was no longer concerned about him. * What 
was to be done would be done without him.' There 
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was once a gallant knight who set forth to kill a loathly 
worm for the sake of a lady. On the way he met a fairy 
who bade him ride on and see the worm killed, but not 
by himself. So he marvelled greatly, but rode on with 
uplifted heart. For though he desired very much the 
death of the worm, without which the lady coidd never 
be happy, he could not choose but bethink him that it 
was a powerful creature, and one that had already killed 
many, and that the killing of loathly worms was a kind 
of poaching, because these creatures were strictly pre- 
served for the hunting of the seigneur. Yet a gallant 
knight. Gilbert was like his valiancy, with differences : 
for the mediaeval worm was sure to fight on provocation, 
and this, his modem successor, might refuse absolutely 
to fight. In that case, what to do ? 

After supper, the brothers and sisters, as on the pre- 
ceding night, changed their positions, but not their 
seats ; leaning back against the table with outstretched 
feet and folded hands, and heads slightly inclined back- 
wards. Then, as on the evening before, the man at the 
piano played a stately march, with repetitions and deep- 
voiced chords ; and life and thought went out of the 
rows of vacuous faces : all but a tew were lost tD sense 
and feeling, or understanding. They fell into trance. 
The restless few — among them was the little woman, 
now restless, with whom Gilbert had talked in the 
afternoon — got up and shuffled through their clumsy, 
ungainly dance on the platform. When they left off 
and descended, the veil of nothingness fell upon their 
faces too : they, like the rest, sat without their souls — 
a strange, uncanny sight. 

Then Cicely sprang upon the stage, and vdth un- 
tutored feet performed again her wild fantastic dance. 
It was not the same dance as that of last night, but it 
was no less graceful, natural, spontaneous, fantastic. 
Gilbert watched it with increased interest ; for now he 
understood something of what it meant: it was like 
listening to a sonata of which one imderstands a little, 
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and listens to leam more. Last night it was a mere 
unmeaning dance that he saw. This evening he imder- 
stood that she was seeking to bring body and mind 
together into the condition necessary for perfect rest. 
The rhythmic action of the body signified and ac- 
companied the movement of the mind : first the Umbs 
fell into cadence ; then the mind fell into repose as the 
music grew fainter; lastly, with the whirl swift and 
simple, the brain dropped into rest absolute. She sank 
unconscious upon a seat on the platform, her eyes open, 
her hands folded, her sweet face vacuous, with none of 
its ethereal beauty left in it, save of shape and line. 

The musician stopped and leaned back against the 
wall, also in trance. And now the hall was perfectly 
silent : not a breath, nor a cough, nor the movement 
of a foot, disturbed the ghostly stillness. 

Suddenly, Cicely rose ; and, still with folded hands 
and open eyes that saw nothing, she walked as a 
somnambulist walks straight through the double file 
of that enchanted company to Gilbert, as he sat at the 
end of the table in his place near the door. 

* Brother Gilbert,' she said, * I bring you a message.' 
A third message ? He gazed into her face : it was 

lifeless ; no gleam of life or sight in those open eyes ; 
her soft, sweet voice was chang^ : it was now metallic, 
and though she spoke in low tones her words echoed 
from wall to wall in the silence of the place. 

* My mother sends you a message.' 

* Good heavens ! i our mother .?' 

* First, for a token, and to show that it is really my 
mother who sends it, she bids me tell you that she v/as 
in Lucknow, a child of four years, when the English 
troops relieved the place : and that your father, who 
was with them, a young lieutenant, took her in his arms 
and kissed her. That is a token.' 

* My father went through the Indian Mutiny, certainly.' 
^This is the message. "Tell Gilbert Majyon that 

what must be done shall be done: but not by him. 
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Bid him put the thing out of his mind. During five 
weeks longer the sinner shall have time to repent. At 
the end of that time, what must be done shall be 
done.'" 

So saying, Cicely glided back to her seat, still with 
the somnambulist's certain walk, and the strange fixed 
gaze of her open eyes. 

Again, one remarks that it is, of course, perfectly 
impossible for a man of Gilbert's education and ante- 
ceaents to believe such things. They are too absurd 
for human reason. That is the way we talk. But 
there are certain considerations which we overlook. 
For instance, the condition of mind in which such a 
message is received. Gilbert was in a highly sensitive, 
excitable condition. The man he had hunted for two 
years was in his grasp. He was going to fulfil his 
pledge ; he was going to set his old friend free. This 
fact alone made him excited and excitable. Then, in 
our casual talk, we are apt to forget the influence of 
voice, eyes, touch, surroundings. This messa^ came to 
Gilbert, for instance, out of the silence and the stillness 
of a whole company of men and women entranced, by 
means of one of that company, herself rapt in an 
undoubted trance. No message could well come more 
solemnly. And then, again, one message corroborated 
its predecessor : Cicely could not know anything of the 
Master's commimication. Yet here was an exact repe- 
tition of it. For the moment, at all events, Gilbert 
believed both messages. All his trouble left him. His 
eyes saw red no more. 

If you please to take the trouble, you may construct 
a very reasonable explanation of the whole phenomenon. 
The Master imagined that every day he conversed with 
his dead friends — ^that was his fixed craze. Now, he 
was greatly interested in this pleasant, comely young 
Englishman who had come thus imexpectedly into the 
House. He observed — anybody with any penetration 
could observe — by the usual outward symptoms, that 
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this new-comer was in trouble, or doubt, or anxiety 
about something. What more probable than that he 
should imagine a vague message and communicate it 
himself, believing it to be true ? Nothing more natiural. 
As a good child of his generation, Gilbert put the 
thing, next morning, in that way ; he wrote it down in 
his diary, because most men argue best with a pen in 
hand. And yet, in spite of this rational interpretation, 
he continued to believe in the message. 

Exactly the same thing with Cicely^s message. She 
imagined this message, because, like the Master, she 
conversed with her dead parents every evening; she, 
too, was interested in the new-comer ; she, too, had ob- 
served the signs of trouble. She dreamed the message ; 
half asleep she carried the dream to him. 

A perfectly rational explanation, you see. Not a 
spark of the supernatural about it. Gilbert wrote a 
snort account of the two similar phenomena with this 
explanation. Much is due to one^s self-respect in this 
age ; but, being a descendant of so many ages which 
have all believ^ in the uncanny, he continued to believe 
in the warning and the command; he received the 
former; he obeyed the latter; and he said to himself 
that he disbelieved the whole business. 

When the trance was over, he looked for some repe- 
tition of the message, some confirmation from CScely. 
She made no sign ; with the rest of the sisters she filed 
off to the gynaeceum and vanished for the night. 

Gilbert, a long way from the repose of meditation, 
sought his own room. He had the curiosity to look 
into his neighbour's room : it was again empty. What 
did the man do all the evening in the dark gardens and 
the empty workshops of the House ? In the middle of 
the night he was again awakened by belated footsteps 
in the corridor ; they passed his room, they entered his 
neighbour's room. Mr. Charles Lee, then, came up to 
bed at the fashionable hour of tvo. What had he been 
doing from seven o'clock in the evening until two in the 

7 
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morning? Wickedness, somewhere. Mischief, some- 
where. Never mind. In five weeks' time all would be 
cleared up. So, relying on those two messages, Gilbert 
went to sleep again. 

In the morning he made a curious discovery. When 
he exchanged his clothes for the livei*y of the House, he 
had placed all his money with his watch and a ring or 
two in a drawer. There were about six hundred dollars 
in notes and a letter of credit. All the money was 

g«e. * So,' said Gilbert, * there is a robber in the 
ouse of Meditation.' 

It was impossible not to connect the deed with the 
man named Charles Lee. * Poor devil !' said Gilbert ; 
' he has sunk low indeed. But he cannot get away from 
this House. That is impossible.' 

He resolved upon saying nothing, for the moment, 
about this loss, and so he went downstairs to the mom- 
ingwork. 

The man whom he suspected was already in the 
garden, rake or hoe in hand, pretending to a zealous 
performance of his duties. When Cicefy walked over 
from her place to speak with Gilbert, the man gazed 
suspiciously, his face pale with anxiety. They were 
talking about him. Tnis he saw quite clearly. Every- 
body knows when other people are talking about them ; 
some men pretend that they can hear what is said — 
which we need not believe. He was quite right. The 
conversation did, in fact, concern this sinful brother. 

* My heart has been troubled about you all night, 
Gilbert,' said the girl seriously. 

* It is very good of you to think about me at all. I 
do not forget what you said last night.' 

* What did I say last night ? I wish I could say or 
do anything to remove the trouble.' 

* I am not so troubled, I say. Cicely, since I received 
your message of last night.' 

She seemed not to hear. *The bad influence,' sh« 
said, ^is connected with the other Englishman over 
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yonder — ^the man with a soul as black as night. He 
has no business here ; he belongs to lower levels : in his 
next world he will be a pig, I think, or a rattlesnake. 
You know that after death we all go to our own levels. 
This man fears you, Gilbert, for some reason. I see 
very plainly that he would do you some harm, if he 
dared. You are very hostile to him, and he knows it. 
But he cannot get away. I know not why. He would 
like to fly, but ne is afraid.' 

* How do you know this, Cicely ? Are you a witch ?' 

* What is a witch ? I know because I can read what 
is written on your face and in your eyes as plainly as 
any print : and on his face, too. Gilbert, put that 
purpose of yours out of your mind. Let me try to work 
upon that evil spirit of nis and to calm him into for^t- 
fulness. Oh! now restless he is! What a temble 
punishment it is for wickedness, that one cannot forget ! 
To be tied and chained in the lower levels — oh ! it is 
dreadful!' 

* You will never calm that restless spirit. Cicely. But 
try, by all means — after your mother's message.' 

* My mother's message ? What message ? You keep 
talking about a message.' 

* You gave it to me yourself, Cicely, last night, while 
you were in trance. Have you forgotten ?' 

She became greatly agitated. * Oh, Gilbert ! what ? 
I remember nothing of what happens to me in trance. 
Tell me, Gilbert, exactly what it was. Ah ! my mother ! 
She sent herself — my mother — a message to you ? Oh ! 
what does it mean that she should think of you P The 
tears came into her eyes. * Yet, she is so good. She 
thinks of everybody.' 

*She says that she knew my father long ago, in 
India, when she was a child.' 

* Oh ! Yes, yes — she was bom in India : she was in 
Lucknow when the rebels. ... Oh ! it is wonderful. 
But the message. Tell me exactly what she said.' 

^ She said, ^^ That what has to be done will be done. 
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but not by him.'*' That is, by me. " And now he is to 
put the thing out of his mind. For five weeks longer 
the man shall have leisure to repent.'" The man is 
Brother Charles. " At the end of that time what has 
to be done will be done.*" That is the message, Cicely. 
The Master brought me another to the same eflTect from 
your mother.* 

* Oh ! Through the Master, too ! Gilbert, there is 
some reason — ^I Know not what — ^why she should give 
you her protection. Oh ! but you must believe what 
she says : she cannot deceive you ; she is so high that 
future and past and present are all visible to her. Oh ! 
that my mother should send a message, and to you ! 
Oh ! she will look after you now ! Oh, Gilbert ! oh, 
how glad I am that you came !* 

* But about this message ?* 

* You must obey — ^you have no choice. Tell me, 
Gilbert, you believe it ?' 

^ Belief, my child, in such a thing as this is contrary 
to reason. The thing is preposterous. It is likewise 
ridiculous. I have said this to myself a dozen times. 
Yet, Cicely, I do believe it.** 

He took her hand. The other man looked on with a 
scowl ; he could see, but he could not hear — ^he could 
see her sweet, earnest face looking up in prayer — and 
he could see the man'^s face softening. 

* I believe it, dear child. I will obey. I will wait 
for five long weeks. And meantime you will talk and 
tell me things out of your innocence and your faith. 
These things are too high for me. Let me lean awhile, 
Cicely, on your more stalwart arm.' 
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BOOK II. 

AFTER FIVE WEEKS 
CHAPTER I. 

STRAWBEBBIES ! FINE STRAWBERRIES! 

One afternoon, about four weeks after these beginnings, 
a certain English traveller, whose gray hair and gray 
moustache proclaimed his more than fifty summers, was 
standing in the portico of the first hotel of Alderman- 
bury City, New York State. Aldermanbury is not a 
very important place, but a good many thousand people 
worry through life there ; it possesses at least one fine 
street ; it has its public buildings — ^which are new and 
ambitious; it has a beautiful park; it has a noble 
river, which flows past its quays and wharves ; it holds a 
daily exhibition of activity and industry ; it boasts an 
electric tram as well as a horse tram ; it has two, or 
perhaps ten, daily papers ; there is a lecture-hall ; there 
IS a college for men and women : and it is old enough 
to have a few houses of the eighteenth century, with a 
church, wooden pillars and all, actually of the seven- 
teenth century. In all America you cannot very well 
expect to find a church much older than that. 

It was a sizzling hot day in June; the outlines of 
things quivered in the heat ; the electric cars ran click- 
ing noisily up and down, looking like red-hot furnaces 
for the accommodation of the wicked ; if any man chose 
to walk on the sunny side it was equivalent to com- 
mitting suicide — ^the coroner's inquest would certainly 
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bring in that verdict ; the broad shady hall of the hotel 
was filled with citizens sitting about and transacting 
business ; they all drank iced water ; the young men 
tried to preserve the stiffiiess of their collars scientifi- 
cally by sticking a handkerchief between collar and 
neck. The heat, which overcomes the body and brings 
limpness and languor to the limbs, has in America, 
apparently, no such effect on the mind; the flow of 
business was not arrested ; in the shops the electric fans 
went whizzing round and round, and then went whizzing 
back again ; they fanned the cheek with the burning air, 
but they could not cool it. 

The Englishman looked up and down the street lazily. 
It was his second day in the place : he had seen every- 
thing there was to see ; he felt like going on to the next 
place. Why should he not go on ? On the other hand, 
why should he go on ? He had been going on for the 
best part of a twelvemonth. To one who goes about 
the world for so long there cometh in the end satiety of 
newness — enough of new places and new sights. This 
American city interested him not : on the other hand, 
if he went on to Boston or New York it would be hotter 
and noisier, and not much more interesting. Perhaps 
he might as well stay there— continuance of heat when 
there is not noise therewith is not unpleasant, and in the 
evening one can drive. 

The Park of Aldermanbury is a mighty pretty place 
— ^much prettier than Hyde Park or Green Park, or 
even St. James's Park — ^with its ornamental water, its 
bridges, its islands and its hanging woods, and, after 
sunset, its countless points of fire in its millions of fire- 
flies. The soft, cool air of this park, and stillness 
therewith, would be far better, he reflected, than the 
noise of New York, even with a drive in Central Park. 
Perhaps he would stay. In this irresolute condition of 
mind, he looked up the street and down the street, 
expecting nothing. He looked into the twilight of the 
hall, and he considered with pity the energy of drummers 
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and those who hunt the nimble dollar all day long ; and 
he admired the hotel clerk, who, alone of mankind, 
remains unaffected by heat or cold ; who stands while 
others sit ; who is never idle and seldom silent ; who 
works right through all the hours there are, and never 
has a rest or a Met up' or a holiday; who is never 
hurried, never out of temper, and always knows every- 
thing connected with the service of life, the freight of 
human bodies, and the times of all the trains to every- 
where. At this moment, just as if time was of no 
consequence whatever, the hotel clerk was carefully 
explaining to an extremely dull lady how to get from 
Aldermanbiny to San Francisco. 

The Englishman turned lazily to the street again, 
thinking that perhaps a cigar would help him through 
the time. And he then became aware or a man slowly 
getting along the street on the shady side. The man 
was too far off for his face to be visible ; but something 
indefinable in his manner of walking suggested, even at 
a distance, a certain street called Piccadilly. 

The man drew nearer : the traveller could not choose 
but watch him. Why ? Perhaps because there was no 
one else to watch : perhaps on account of that sugges- 
tion of Piccadilly. , 

The man carried a large basket ; he went into the 
shops with his basket, evidently offering his wares for 
sale ; he also offered them to the passengers on the wood 
pavement. There were two or three remarkable points 
about his manner of offering the strawberries which 
leaped to the eves at once. First, he did not bawl or 
cry his wares, like the British costermonger. Secondly, 
in presenting his basket to ladies he politely took off his 
hat with a bow. The action once more suggested 
Piccadilly — ^not that hats are not removed in the 
presence of ladies at the city of Aldermanbury, but 
that there is a Piccadilly fashion which varies from year 
to year — or is it from month to month ? — ^and this was 
the fashion of two years ago. Thirdly, that the man 
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stepped like a guardsman, being as tall as any in the 
Hoi^sehold Brigade and as upright ; that he carried his 
head as if he was a belted earl; and that he handled 
his basket with the left hand much as if he had been 
handling a sword : further, that he proffered his basket 
as if it was a princely gift. And then, suddenly, the 
traveller'^s thoughts flew hither and thither in the most 
tumble-down, topsy-turvy, absurd manner possible : they 
became a khid of waking nightmare : he saw this 
itinerant merchant standing in a drawing-room filled with 
people, dressed just as he was in Aldermanbury, offering 
his strawberries — ^they were strawberries in a basket — 
for sale to the ladies who were too well-bred to show any 
astonishment, and only bowed, and said * Thank you," 
and bought the fruit. Then he pulled himself out of 
this ridiculous dream, and suddenly recognised the mer- 
chant and ran out into the street and slapped that 
merchant on the shoulder, crying, * Gilbert Maryon! 
By the Lord ! What the devil are you up to now ? 

Gilbert Maryon — who was the strawberry vendor — 
turned his head, put down his basket, and without the 
least show of sm*prise, or shame, or confusion — ^yet most 
young men of London would be abashed at being caught 
m such an occupation — held out his hand with a fraiik 
smile of welcome. 

* You, Annandale ! Why, what are you doing in 
Aldermanbury ?' 

' I am going home, gradually. I have come here by 
degrees fix)m San Francisco, and Chicago, and Buffalo — 
I have also come from Japan. I am a globe-trotter — 
by your leave.' 

* Certainly — with my leave.' 

* And you ? What are you doing ? 

* You see — ^I am selling strawberries.' 

*That is what I do see — Gilbert Maryon is selling 
strawberries in the street ! Why is Gilbert Maryon 
selling strawberries in the street ?' 

* Strawberries, you must admit, are grown to be sold. 
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Therefore, the end of their existence must be achieved. 
Someone must sell strawberries. Why not I ? It is not, 
I believe, in any way disgraceful to sell strawberries in 
the street.' 

* Well, if you ask my opinion, I think it is — as one 
may say — mildly disgraceful. Not like some things. 
But still not what a gentleman should do.^ 

* I have ceased to recognise the distinction.' 

*Yet it exists. Why have you abolished the dis- 
tinction ?' 

* They are very good strawberries,' he went on, with- 
out answering the question. ^ Have some. They are 
cheaper than any you can buy in the shops ; they are 
also fresher — ^I helped to pick them at six o'clock ; and 
they are finer. We pride oiurselves particularly on our 
strawberries, our peaches and our pears ; no raier fruit 
of the kind is grown in the States. Our potatoes also 
are acknowledged to be the best in the market, and I 
believe that in peas and asparagus we are well to the 
front,' Gilbert shovelled up a few strawberries in his 
scoop, and offered them to nis friend. ^ Try them. I 
assure you that they are very fine strawberries.' 

* No, thank you. Tell me what it means.' 

* These are the strawberries of oin: Community.' 

* Your Community ?' 

* My Community. I am at present a brother of the 
Community. We are monks and nuns. This is my 
monastic garb.' 

His friend looked at it with disdain. It was a gray 
suit, quite simple, a jacket with side pockets, not quite 
in West-End style, and a round hat. 

^It hath a reach-me-down appearance. Does the 
whole Community dress like this ? 

* All the men do. I wish to goodness the women did 
as well.' 

* What Community is it ?* 

* One in which we live the life in common, like the 
early Christians. We live by the labour of our hands ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



106 THE CITY OF REFUGE 

we leave our wealth behind us when we enter. For my 
own part, I work in the garden. Sometimes I am sent 
here to sell fruit. Do have some.** 

The traveller observed that, though the voice and 
manner were those of Gilbert of the London clubs and 
of London society, his face was somehow changed. 

^ Old man,^ he laid a hand upon Gilbert^s shoulder, 
' what did you do it for? There is something behind 
this : youVe either got a bee in yoru* bonnet or youVe 
got something up yoiu* sleeve.' 

* I can only repeat that I am, for the present at least, 
a member of this Commimity '* 

* Nevertheless ' 

* The Community is not, like some, composed of people 
who have found the world hollow or discovered that society 
is tinkling cymbals. Not at all. Don't think that.' 

*I won't. You find the society of the Commimity 
superior to that of London : is that the reason of your 
retreat ?' 

* Nine-tenths of us are half-taught rustics ; one or two 
are Grerman enthusiasts ; there is a repentant burglar or 
two ; there is a late leader in a notorious long firm : 
there are one or two ladies with a tempestuous Past. 
These constitute our Society.' 

* What are you doing in it ? Gilbert, there is some- 
thing behind.' 

* It's a very interesting Community. We do not talk ; 
we do not read ; we do not sing hymns ; we have no 
chapel and no services ; we do not fast or macerate our- 
selves — ^we have, on the contrary, three sauare meals a 
day, and they are always the same : the delicious steak 
of the American up-country hotel, with the refined yet 
tasty dish called ^^ pork and beans," form the principal 
part of each meal.' 

* Gilbert, once again, in the name of wonder, what 
are you doing in this awful place ? If you cannot tell 
me, say so.' 

He began, as men will, to think there must be a girl 
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of some kind at the bottom of the mystery. Yet 
Gilbert was not a coureur desjkmmes. 

*We meditate; sometimes we dance; we fall into 
trance "" 

*You don'*t mean to say that youVe struck the 
Buddhist rubbish ?' 

Gilbert shook his head. * The Buddhists are not in 
it, my dear friend, compared with us.** 

^ Well, come to the hotel, and let us sit down and 
have a drink.' 

* Certainly,' said Gilbert. * Carry the basket for a bit, 
will you ?' 

Mr. Annandale looked to the right and to the left of 
him, also before him and behind him, for he was blush- 
ing like a schoolgirl, while he obeyed, and carried the 
basket of strawberries into the porch of the hotel. 

There they sat down. Mr. Annandale produced his 
cigar-case. 

* Thank you,' said Gilbert ; * for the time I have re- 
nounced tobacco.' 

' Have a drink, then — a whisky-and-soda.' 

* Thank you,' said Gilbert ; * for the time I have re- 
novmced whisky.' 

There was a cheerful light in his eye; there was a 
smile upon his lips — which showed that, in spite of these 
privations, Gilbert was not treating the Community very 
seriously. This made the other man still more curious 
to understand what it meant. 

* Let me see,' said Annandale : * it must be two years 
since you disappeared without giving notice. Two years ; 
it was either just before or just after the breakdown of 
Sir Charles Osterley.' 

' Just after that event. Lady Osterley, I remember, 
told me about it.' 

'Yes — ^the divine Dorabyn. I remember you were 
an old ally of hers ; as for me, I am only an old lover, 
ou know. Yes — after that event. Have you heard, 
y any accident, where the man is and how he is ?' 
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*He had to go abroad, I believe,^ Gilbert replied 
evasively. 

* So they said — so they said. Under certain circum- 
stances people will say anything. His own people are 
in the same tale. Gone abroad — ^gone abroad. My 
dear Gilbert, when a man disappears suddenly and is 
no more seen, when nobody hears anything about him, 
when he is never met abroad, when his own people 
never mention him, when his wife will not talk about 
him with her oldest friends — ^meaning me — ^what is the 
conclusion?' Mr. Annandale touched his forehead. 
* That's the conclusion — ^that, and no other ; and poor 
Dorabyn is a widow, yet not a widow.' 

* ^ A ffood many people have come to that conclusion,' 
said Gilbert. 

* There can be no other conclusion. And Fm awftdly 
sorry for poor Dorabyn — the matchless Dorabyn. He 
was a cold-blooded beast; he always looked as if he 

I was devising something dark and treacherous, but states- 
manlike, such as the murder of Mr. Gladstone and the 
burial of the body under the stairs in the Tower. 
Dorabyn would have him; threw over all her old 
admirers — even me, sir, me, who was old enough to be 
her father — in order to marry a man going to be 
Prime Minister. And this is the end of her ambition. 
Whereas "* 

* If she had married you, she would now ^ 

* Well, it's the month of May, isn't it ? She would 
now be the Queen of her own world — and a mighty fine 
world it is. But she would have made it finer. Poor 
Dorabyn ! She is travelling about the world with her 
little boy.' 

* So I understood when last she wrote to me.' 

* And you too have disappeared. Why ?' 

* There seems no reason— -does there ? — ^why I should 
communicate to the papers what I am doing and where 
I am staying. The world cares nothing about my occu- 
pations.' 
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* A small part of the world does care a great deal, 
Gilbert; 

* Thank vou. Well, I came abroad — ^I have been 
travelling about for two years. That is really all there 
is to tell you.** 

* Oh ! and this precious Community ?' 

* I have not been there very long : a few weeks ; the 
thing interests me : I don't know how much longer I 
am going to stay — ^probably not very long.** 

His fiiend nodded at the basket at their feet. * Dp 
they make you do that every day ?' 

* No ; strawberries are only in season for a few weeks. 
I do other kinds of work. Mostly, however, I work in 
the garden. One of our principles is that one should 
not work too exclusively at one thing, or the work itself 
may become a hindrance by occupying our thoughts. 
So I sometimes make wooden traps, or turn chair legs — 
we are great in chair legs — in the carpenter'^s shop. 
Sometimes I am sent into this city to sell our fiiiit and 
vegetables.** 

*Are there any gentlefolks at all where you are 
living ?' 

* The distinction is invidious.' 

* Have they good manners ?' 
*No.' 

* Is the cooking good ?' 

* It is detestable."* 

* How is the wine ?* 

* There is none.' 

* You are taking notes and making up a novel. Well, 
even^body does that nowadays.' 

* I no longer read or write anything. There are no 
books in the House. For the attainment of the Perfect 
Life, which is the raison cTitre of the House, books are 
found to be a hindrance.' 

* Do you propose to stay there much longer ?' 

A ciuious change fell upon Gilbert's face, a black 
cloud. His eyes darkened. * Perhaps I may come 
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out of it in a few days. Perhaps I may stay there 
longer.' 

*Are there any girls to talk with — ^tomt corUer des 
flewettes^ after the mshion of the world — ^your favourite 
amusement ?' 

* There are sisters—-' 

*In so large a family some of the sisters must be 
yoimg.** 
J, * To whom we are brothers.' 

* It is a kindly tie, Gilbert. Tell me truly : do you 
like this abominable Ufe? Do you really endure it 
with patience T 

*Work is not degrading. There might be things 

* much harder to endure than work. In order to carry 
out certain piuposes one would willingly suffer much 
worse things than work.' 

' Well, but the change, the companionship. Remem- 
ber yom* companions at home. Remember Dorabyn.' 

Gilbert flushed suddenly. He could not tell this 
man that he was in the place solely for the sake of 
Dorabyn. 
^ Mr. Annandale changed the subject : there was some- 

thing behind; if Gilbert were really drawn by the 
strange doctrines of this Crankery he could not speak 
of the House in this light and careless tone ; if there 
was nothing, why was he confused at the mention of his 
old friend's name ? A girl must be at the bottom of it 
— Cherchez lajemme ; cherchez la Jemme. Perfect Life, 
work necessary for the Perfect Life — ^heard one ever 
such stuff and nonsense ? 

They talked all the afternoon; they went back to 
club -land; they talked about people; they talked 
scandal ; the last scandal but two ; the sun went down ; 
they dined together at the hotel — a table decently 
» ordered and served; they had a bottle of fair claret 

with the old talk. These things refresh the soul after 
a course of House dinner and suence withal. 

It was eleven o'clock when Gilbert left the hotel 
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In the morning the darky sweeping the floor found 
the strawberry basket which Gilbert had forgotten; 
this shows that when he went away he was not thinking 
of his mission : to sell those strawberries for the good 
of the House. 

Eleven o'clock when Gilbert turned into the street ; 
a clear moonlight night ; the air as warm as in the day. 
He looked about him : the street was almost deserted ; 
he felt like one who has escaped jfrom prison ; it was 
delightful only to be in the street among men and not 
in a cell among Cranks. He threw up his arms and 
could have shouted in the joy of momentary fireedom. 
He strolled down the side walk. Presently he came to 
a cross street, at the end of it : on the right rose the 

1)ublic buildings of the city; in the moonlight they 
ooked imposing — ^the moon is very kind to inferior 
architecture as well as to ruins : on the left the street 
sloped to the river; the moonlight "lay upon the broad 
bosom of the noble river ; half-way across there floated 
rather than sailed, for there was no wind, a small boat 
with her white sail spread — ^who was in that boat? 
Why did she sail at midnight ? Gilbert turned down 
this street and stood upon the quay. Lower down 
were moored two biff river steamers ; behind the quay 
rose two or three saloons, their electric lamps burning 
brightly, and a confusion of voices showing that men 
were still awake. 

^ I have not seen real humans for a month,' said 
Gilbert. He walked over to the entrance of one place ; 
it was a dive ; he looked in ; there was a bar with half 
a dozen men loimging around ; along one side of the 
room was a bench where two or three men were sitting ; 
they seemed to be seafaring men — ^probably connected 
with the river steamers. In one comer was a table with 
four men plajong cards. Gilbert drew back suddenly. 
For one of the gamblers was the man who was going to 
— what? He knew not what would happen to that 
man. But something. 
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There he was, playing with passion and intensity, his 
face drawn with excitement. The other men took their 
gains calmly ; this man, Charles Lee, was absorbed and 
carried away with it. 

There was no danger of being seen by him. Gilbert 
stood in the shade of the entrance. He watched for 
a few minutes. Then he turned away. * There goes my 
money,^ he said, ^ the money that he has stolen. And 
this is what our friend does all the evening ! Is he not 
afraid ? Is he going mad to venture where the police 
are looking for him? Will it end in his being arrested ? 
In that case where is Dorabyn's freedom ? And where 
is my promise? And what about that message fix)m 
the skies P 



CHAPTER n. 

VOICES IN THE NIGHT. 

This unexpected meeting with his old friend — Colonel 
Annandale, the old friend of his father, the old friend 
of Dorabyn, the former friend of Charles Osterley — 
rudely recalled to Gilbert^s mind the purpose for which 
he had come to this place. Further, the sight of the 
man for whom he came to the place, gambling with 
common stokers and firemen of the river steamers, also 
recalled to him the purpose for which he had come to 
this place. 

If you remember, he had come to kill this man. That 
is to say, he would make him fight, somehow, and either 
kill him or be killed himself, 

A very serious purpose. It would be difficult to find 
a more serious purpose. 

* I go, out to kill a man, or to be killed.' It was 
like the Ordeal by Battle, except that in the old Ordeal 
the guilty man had to swear by the Living God and by 
•the dead saints that he was innocent : a perjury which 
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generally afflicted his heart with terror, and took the 
strength out of his hand and the keenness out of his 
sight. In this Ordeal the guilty man would not have 
to make any pretence or commit any perjury ; he would 
simply fight, his guilt being known, in order to save his 
life, if he could. 

A very serious piurpose, indeed. Yet Gilbert had 
managed to forget it ; or, at least, to put it out of his 
mind for five weeks. 

It seems a good deal to forget. Yet we are all of 
us constantly forgetting and putting out of sight a 
vast number of things, to remember which would poison 
the present. One could not live if one had to be always 
gazing back into the past, or always anticipating the 
futvire. Which of us loves to dwell, except at rare 
intervals, on the early days of struggle ? Yet it was 
a healthy and invigorating time. Which of us dares 
to anticipate and realize the pains of eighty; the 
chamber of tortvire ; the slow dragging of life out of 
the body by long agony ? No one. We can bring our- 
selves to forget everything. Yet, it must be admitted, 
to forget such a purpose as this required considerable 
power of forgetting. 

He had come to kill a man. The man was there, 
waiting to be killed : yet he had done nothing. Why ? 
Because a girl brought him a message which she said 
came from the dead. 

Five weeks the Message asked for — five weeks'* respite. 
Foiu* weeks had gone; but one remained — only one 
week : the respite had been asked for on the ground of 
possible softening and repentance. 

Every day, three times a day, the two men sat 
opposite each other at the table in the Hall. The man 
who called himself Charles Lee appeared with regularity 
at the common meals of the House : he took his seat 
with calm insolence; he looked through his opposite 
neighbour as if he were not there — ^it was in the highest 
style of the best and most popular British manner : it 
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was just as if he was taking his place at a Continental 
table d'hote ; he sat in silence, pale, self-contained, and 
with the well-bred manner of superiority which still 
remained to him. Gilbert talked with Cicely ; neither 
of the two addressed a word to this man. The meal 
despatched, he rose and departed, silently. In the 
morning he pretended to work in the garden, but did 
nothing ; in the afternoon he strolled about under the 
shade trees and slept on the benches. This silence and 
deliberate separation helped to make it possible for 
Gilbert to set his purpose on one side and to forget it. 
Had the man talked or blustered or pretended, the end 
would have been forced upon Gilbert. 

It was nearly midnight when he reached the House. 
Lights were out: the Community were long* since 
sleeping peacefully. 

He moimted to his room, undressed quickly, and lay 
down. 

Sleep came, and with sleep came Visions. They were 
terrible Visions, bom of the purpose in his mind, thus 
awakened and returned to him. The Visions showed 
him the flower gardens of the House; among the 
flowers moved the girl, pure and white, neither fearing 
evil, nor thinking evil, nor knowing evil; and beside 
her stood an Evil Presence — whose soul was black 
through and through ; but it could do no harm to the 
girl. And then he saw in his Visions a Figure, march- 
ing solemnly and slowly, though still at some days' 
distance. It was the Figure of Death himself; not a 
grinning skeleton, but a strong man armed, with pur- 
pose in his face — ^and lo ! the coimtenance of Death 
was not his own, but some other's whose face was 
hidden ; but the shape and the height and the carriage 
of the shape were like unto the shape and the height 
and the carriage of Sir Charles himself. The Vision 
was so vivid and clear that he must have been asleep, 
though he thought he was awake : it is only in sleep 
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that we are enabled to receive such Visions. He sat 
up, trying to bring it back, especially the Vision of 
that Death, the Avenger who was not himself, but 
another. VVhat other ? Oh ! a dream — a dream. 

Sleep would come no more. It was a hot night ; he 
got up and leaned out of his open window, trying to 
think coherently. This was difficult, because he was 
tired, and in that condition of half sleep in which the 
mind will not work. Only a week remained. He must 
resolve on something; he must be ready for action. 
What.? 

Dorabyn was in America. The thing must be done 
without fui'ther delay. How should it be done ? How 
should it be begun ? 

Firs*|»he discovered sleepily that he could not answer 
that question. Then he woke up a little more and tried 
again. Still he could not find out anv answer. Then 
he became quite broad awake, and yet lie could not find 
an answer. He tried other things ; his mind was quite 
clear and able to work upon these ; but in this line he 
could not think at all — it was just as if a high brick 
wall stood up before him if he moved in this direction. 

He looked out into the night — a dark, black, moon- 
less night; as breathless as, in the early summer, the 
State of New York often sees the night. It was as hot 
as one may experience in the Red Sea at the same 
season; away over the hills there flashed incessantly 
gleams of lightning with low growls and rumblings of 
thimder. 

He stood leaning out of the window, watching the 
flashes which lit up for the moment the farm buildings 
and the gardens of the House ; and he wondered when 
this brick wall would vanish, and when he should find an 
ansAver to that question. Because, you see, it was now 
really necessary that an answer of some kind should be 
found. 

His thoughts kept coming back to this question. He 
tried to think of other thmgs : of the House ; of the 
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girl Cicely, thoughtftil, serious, sweet of face and firm 
of eye and innocent of brow ; of the men and women 
in trance ; of the grim and moumfiil listlessness which 
they called Recreation ; of the dulness ; of the sadness ; 
of the strange unreal futility of a place whose people 
were noinnshed and kept alive by illusions ana self- 
deceptions, like those islanders of Rabelais who fed upon 
wind: all these things he could think about clearly. 
He could even picture to himself the degradation of the 
man gambling m the lowest den of an American town ; 
and the despair of the man hiding in the last place of 
concealment possible: the man hxmted; the man dis- 

f raced. He could remember his promise to Dorabyn in 
er agony that he would set her free. And then ? 
Then ne could go no ftuiJier. If he asked that simple 
question, * How ?' the high brick wall rose up before him 
over which he could not cUmb ; over which he could not 
even look. 

* What must be done shall be done, but not by you."* 

It was a promise. Whose promise ? Cicely said that 
it was the promise of a dead woman. What matter, so 
long as the charm acts, whether it is illogical, absurd, 
contrary to reason ? Charms have healed people ever 
since the world began. The words, like a charm, fell 
on Gilbert's disquiet soul. They were as the cold blade 
upon the burning woxmd of the soldier. His restless- 
ness suddenly left him ; there retmned to his soul once 
more the sense of reliance with which Cicely had be- 
witched him when she first brought that message ; with 
which the girl had held him patient and contented for 
four weeks. 

*What must be done shall be done, but not by 
you."* 

Had this thing been known to the world concerning 
Gilbert, who was not a visionary, nor a crank, nor a 
dreamer, nor a ghost-monger, but a sane and simple 
man, who troubled his head about no such matters — ^had 
it been spread abroad in his club that Gilbert Maryon, 
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of all men, had 3delded to such an influence, there would 
have been derision. But no one in any club will ever be 
able to connect the name of Gilbert Maryon with this 
sad softening of the brain, because Gilbert Maryon 
keeps the story to himself. 

He felt no further desire for sleep ; he continued to 
lean out of the window, watching the play of lightning 
and listening to the rumblings among the hills. The 
air was in that condition which imscientific people who 
wish to be thought scientific love to describe as * charged 
with electricity.' The exact scientific description of 
that condition I do not know; in common parlance, 
however, men speak of it as 'jumpy.' Perhaps the 
lightning made the night jumpy. Now, when the air is 
jumpy, you may experience all kinds of strange, im- 
possible and incredible things. A man speaks afar off* ; 
his voice is close at your ear. You reply, your voice is 
far oft'; the closing of a window is like the firing of a 
cannon. One man — a visionary, he — ^walking once in 
the poetical neighbourhood of Bloomsbury (London, 
West Central), the day being Sunday, the season early 
summer, the time evening, the air very jumpy — it was, 
in fact, only five minutes before the breaking of the 
great thunderstorm that o'er pale Britannia passed 
exactly twenty-five years ago — ^this man, I say, heard 
people talking in their houses behind the closed windows 
— ^yea, heard what they said ; as a proof, he reported 
that the language and the ideas were for the most part 
creeping and common. I tell this anecdote, not because 
I hope to be believed, though it is quite true. This 
Visionary has never been believed. Whenever he relates 
the incident allusions are made to his calling, which is 
that of Raconteur or Story-teller. Yet for once he 
stumbled into plain, naked truth. I tell it here because 
it illustrates, as pat as possible, the adventure which 
came to Gilbert on this night of wakefulness and visions, 
and hot, still air, and general jumpiness. 

It was about two o'clock in the morning — ^the time 
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between the two days, when the memory of the dead 
day has wholly gone out of the sky and the anticipation 
of the new birth has not yet begun : not a time for 
ghosts, who come earlier or later; when the whole 
world is asleep, even the watch-dog. Now please to 
remember, before you read what may appear incredible, 
the exact position of Gilbert^s room in the House. The 
latter faced full south : in its western wing were the 
cells or sleeping rooms of the men ; on the west side of 
this wing, and on the third floor, was Gilbert's room. 
The eastern wing was given to the Sisters ; beyond that 
wing ran, open, hedgeless, straight, the road to Alder- 
manoury. In other words, Gilbert was as far as the 
position of the House would allow from any persons 
walking en that road. 

In such a place, at such a time, in such a position, the 
following remarkable experience arrived to the man 
leaning with his head out of window. 

First he heard footsteps on the road at some distance 
from the House : that would not, perhaps, be so very 
strange a thing on a metalled road, because, on such a 
road, a man'^s footsteps might be heard a long way ofF^ m 
the intervals of growling thimder: but the road was 
not metalled ; it was a plain dusty cross-country road, 
used for no other pin^se, at this end, than for com- 
munication with the House. 

There were two distinct footsteps; he heard them 
and distinguished them quite plainly : one step belonged 
to a man, the other to a woman. What man — what 
woman — could be walking along this road at such an 
hour? Tramps, perhaps: but tramps never came to 
this House ; first, because it stood well away from the 
main road; and, next, because those tramps who had 
tried it reported of the place that a real oit of work 
had to be put in, and at least a third of a day's work 
before any grub was exhibited. Now, work to a tramp 
is like the other end of a magnet to the needle : it makes 
him turn and run away. The footsteps were not those 



Digitized by 



Google 



VOICES IN THE NIGHT 119 

of tramps. Further, it became apparent to Gilbert that 
the feet were moving in different directions. 

Gilbert listened curiously; his senses were strangely 
quickened, yet he neither marvelled nor asked how he 
came to hear and to understand things so far off. As 
for the footstep of the man, though it was still a long 
way off, on the other side of the House, still on the road 
which led to the city of Aldermanbury, he recognised it 
as that of the man who called himself Charles Lee. 

*He is coming home after his gambling bout. He 
has lost all my money,' said Gilbert. 

The other footstep, that of the woman, was in that 
road also, going to meet this man. 

* What woman is it ? What can she want with this 
man in the dead of night.?' He listened again with 
curiosity. Surely, surely — the footstep of the girl 
Cicely. Of Cicely ! Then he leaned out of window 
and listened with all his ears. What was Cicely, the 
child Cicely, doing with this fallen gentleman in the 
middle of the night ? The flashes of lightning lit up 
the farm buildings and the gardens ; but they could not 
show him this couple meeting in that road on the other 
side of the House. 

But he could hear. He heard not only footsteps but 
also words. 

Outside, the man Charles Lee was walking home to 
his retreat. Night after night he ventured forth in the 
darkness to a den frequented by certain persons of the 
baser sort, where, if he could show a single dollar, he 
could gamble as long as the money held out. This 
evening he was returning home stone broke. It has 
been indicated how he was able to find money for the 
last gamble: that plvmder was now, after four weeks'* 
changes and chances, mutabilities and variations, entirely 
vanished, and he knew not where to turn for more. He 
walked slowly ; he hated walking along the rough and 
dark road — ^it was four long miles from Aldermanbury 
to the House which he loathed but could not leave. 
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All day long he devised plans for disguise and escape ; 
yet what disguise would nide him ? And where could 
ne find any disguise ? Spectacles, a red wig, a beard, a 
patch over one eye ; but now to get these things ? And 
when he had them, where to go without money ? And 
every day and all day long his heart failed him for fear 
and rage, because he saw no way of escape and no choice 
but to stay where he was. 

Presently, when the House was almost in sight. 
Brother Charles heard footsteps approaching. And he 
stopped with a great cm-se upon his lips. 

* That girl again !' he swore. She drew nearer. * She 
is mad. She is put up by that damned Marvon fellow ! 
She tries to frighten me.** He had made up his mind by 
this time that Gilbert, too, was a refugee, and that he 
would not bring the police to the House for his own 
sake. * Frighten me,' he repeated. 'To frighten me 
away!' He straightened himself and walked on with 
resolution. The man was truly a most deplorable and 
a most disgraceful creature, but he was not to be alarmed 
by bogies. 

Then the girl met him, clad in a white dressing gown, 
with no hat. She stood before him and threw out her 
arms to bar the way. 

* Well ? You are here again ? Do you think I shall 
take you for a ghost ?' asked Charles Lee. * What is 
the meaning of this play-acting ? Are you not afraid 
to come out by yourself in the middle of the night ? 
Are you going to give me some more messages from 
dead people? Pray do not trouble. The dead, mv 
girl, sl^ very still. They know nothing that is 
done. ITiey neither hear nor speak, nor understand 
anything.' 

* I am sent. Brother Charles.' 

'Sent!' he repeated. *Once for all, I am not the 
man to be moved by rubbish of that kind. Confess 
that yoimg Maryon sent you. He wants to get me out 
of the place. Why does he want me to go ? You girl 
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— Cicely — ^go and tell him that I won't interfere with 
him if he lets me alone. If he won't '' 

* I am sent,' she repeated. * You have hitherto paid 
no heed. I am sent to tell you that the allotted time 
is well-nigh over; there remain but six days; and 
then ' 

* What then P 

* When a man has done all the evil that he is per- 
mitted to do, when there is no more hope that he will 
forget the Past, he is called away.' 

* You mean that I am going to die in a week ? 
Perhaps. But how am I to die ? I am perfectly well ; 
as well as this infernal place will let me be.' 

* You are such a man,' said Cicely, without answering 
his words. * You will not be permitted to do any more 
evil.' 

* If you were a man !' he replied weakly. 

Then she raised her hand and became like the Master, 
a Prophet. * You will not forget the Past : you are tied 
with a chain of shame and wickedness : you feel the 
shame, you cannot feel the wickedness; that is your 
punishment already : it will be a part of your next 
existence that you will feel the misery yet not be able 
to give up the cause. Oh ! you must sink far, far below 
this present life : you have I know not how much trouble 
and suffering to vmdergo before you can rise again to 
what you were in the days of your youth. Only a week 
left ; and then — Charles Osterley '' 

* What ?' he cried. * Who told you my name ?' 

* You will suffer what men call death.' 

* Who told you my name ? Was it Maryon ? What 
do you know about me ? 

* That you will die, Charles Osterley. There are still 
before you six days. There is yet time to cut the chain 
and to forget the Past.' 

She turned and left him, speeding swiftly home. The 
man stood still, pale and trembling. The sound of his 
own name, which he had not heard since he went out of 



Digitized by 



Google 



12« THE CITY OF KEFUGE 

the presence of the man whose name he had forged, 
made him tremble. The after story was nothing — only 
followed as a corollary on the first : that he had l)ecome 
rogue and sharper and conspirator was nothing, com- 
pared with the memory of that forgery. 

Gilbert, from his window, listened. The girPs voice 
ceased ; he heard her Ught footstep as she returned to 
the House. The man for some time remained still. 
Was he terrified ? Was he moved ? Was there any 
hope at all that he could, if he would, forget the past ? 

tresentlv his footstep was heard again; but it was 
slow and heavy, as of one oppressed with weariness or 
heaviness of mind. It reached the House; it passed 
along the gravel walk before the House ; it reached the 
entrance to the wing, which stood open day and night ; 
it came slowly up the stairs ; it passed along the corridor. 
Gilbert left the window and turned to the door. That 
night — ^that very night — ^he would tell him all, and why 
he came : he would warn him and bid him prepare. But 
his hands in the dark fell upon the bare wall of the room ; 
he groped about, feeling for his door : he could not find 
it. The wall of the room was exactly like the wall 
which stood between him and the answer to that 
question. It would not suffer him to pass through in 
order to get at the man. Gilbert desisted : you cannot 
fight a brick wall ; he lay down and fell fast asleep. 

In the morning the thing was like a dream of the 
night. Cicely gieeted him in the garden with her 
serious smile. 

* You should look tired this morning. Cicely,* said 
Gilbert. *You had a broken night. Yet you look 
as fresh and as sweet as one of your own rosebuds.** 

* I had a very good night, Gilbert. I always sleep 
well.^ 

* Oh r It was, then, as he knew beforehand, a trance 
or a sleep-walking. * Did dreams visit you ?^ 

* Dreams ? Yes, I dreamed about Brother Charles.' 
She shuddered and looked round. ^To think about 
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him gives me a kind of sore throat : it pains me only 
to look at him. Oh ! Gilbert, his soul is black through 
and through. What does he stay here for? Some- 
thing will happen to him — ^I am sure that something 
will happen to nim.** 

* I think it very probable — ^more than probable.'' 

* His heart is full of hatred and of fear : I feel it 
when he sits beside me in the Hall. Perhaps he will 
be criticised.^ 

'You are a witch. Cicely. Will criticism — which 
I take to be a fearless expounding of one's faults — quite 
meet the case ?** 

Cicely shook her head. *It must be a dreadful 
thing,' she said, ' to be criticised.' 

Gilbert laughed. ' I do not think the criticism of 
the Fraternity would be very formidable. However, 
you do not always dream about this nigger heart. 
Have you no more pleasant dreams ?' 

*0h yes. I dream of you sometimes. And my 
mother always talks to me every morning. When you 
have quite forgotten the Past, Gilbert, and can meditate 
like us, you will be able to talk to your own mother, 
perhaps.** 

' Perhaps. And to dream of you. Cicely, which would 
be very delightful.' He looked roimd the garden. 
The man Charles Lee was not there. * Where is our 
cheerful neighbour, the Black heart ? He came home 
so late last night that doubtless he sleepeth: much 
the same sort of sleep, no doubt, as is granted to the 
White heart. Don't you think it was very late ?' 

No ; she remembered nothing. * I don't know,' she 
said. * I suppose you went to bed at the usual time ?' 

Gilbert changeci the subject. * Cicely, do you re- 
member bringing me a message? I was invited to 
postpone a certain purpose for five weeks. Do you 
remember ?' 

* Yes, I remember something about it.' 

* Do you know what the purpose was ?' 
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*Did you connect that message with the man — of 
whom you dreamed, last night ?' 
*No; 
Then the breakfast bell clanged and clashed. 

* We will talk about this, later on, in Recreation,' 
he said. 

Brother Charles was late in Hall. Something seemed 
to have happened to him. He was always pale ; this 
morning he looked white ; his eyes were underlined : 
not that he had lost anything of the Grand Manner — 
that is, consistent with tremUing hands, with meaning 
or suspicious glances: even the greatest man, Charle- 
magne himself, could be suspicious at times. Yet there 
was something in his manner, to one who knew the 
truth, as of the hunted creature, nearing the spot where 
he will stand at bay. 

In the garden, after breakfast, he wandered about 
aimlessly, carrying a hoe and doing no manner of work. 
Presently, witn an evident effort, he accosted Cicely, 
who was among her flowers. 

*Tell me,' he said — ^*I have, I suppose, the right 
to ask — ^how you have managed to learn my name? 
What I want to know is — ^who told you? and what 
has he told you besides ?' 

* I do not understand,' she answered, wondering. 
* Your name ? It is Charles Lee. What more is there 
to know ?' 

Either the most consummate actress in the world, 
or perfectly ignorant and innocent. Was she sleep- 
walking? Yet could there be such sleep-walking as 
would reveal a hidden name ? 

* Come,' he said. * It is yoiu* humour not to under- 
stand. Suppose we put it in another way. Why have 
you been meeting me every night for the last week 
and more in the dead of night, bringing yoiu: pretended 
warnings and prophecies ? 

* Brother Charles !' Cicely answered in amazement, 
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*you are wandering in your wits. Indeed, you look 
ill. Had you not better lie down, and, if you can, 
seek forgetnilness in Meditation ?' 

*No — ^no. But you met me last night — again — in 
the middle of the night.' 

* How could I meet you in the middle of the night ? 
You are dreaming. In the middle of the night you 
are in your room and I am in mine. Your words are 
foolish. Go away and lie down. Perhaps the sim has 
touched your head.'* 

* I believe it is a House of Ghosts,' said Mr. Charles 
Lee. He shouldered his hoe. 'You are all ghosts 
together.' He tinned away, but came back again. 
* Do not imagine,' he said, * that I am afraid of ghosts, 
or of madness, or of mad women, or of shani messages. 
But about that name — how did you learn my name .?' 

* Gro away, and lie down,' said Cicely, * till the fit 
has left you. All this. Brother Charles, is part of the 
Past which you will never even try to forget. One of 
these days they will criticise you. I am sure they will ; 
and then — oh ! I don't know what will happen then.' 

He looked into her serious eyes — was the girl a 
consummate actress ? How else could she pretend not 
to know about these nightly meetings? He looked 
across the garden and saw Gilbert working among the 
strawberries. Of course they were in collusion. 

* You refuse to answer me,' he said. * As you please, 
then ; I have no more to say. Do not, however, bring 
mo any more sham messages.' 



CHAPTER HI. 

ON THE VERANDAH. 

Gilbert deferred further explanation till after Recrea- 
tion. 

It was Cicely's custom at this time to remain behind 
and to talk awhile with the Master. It was the time 
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that in her father's life belonged to him. It is not 
good for a child to grow up altogether in silence ; and 
when he died the Master carried on the custom. What 
did they talk about .'^ Indeed, one knows not. The 
flowers, the birds, the sky, the other world chiefly, I 
think — the other world, which thus became to the girl 
as real as this. She saw it plainly : a worid very much 
like her own ; a garden closed, roses in profusion, lilies 
red and white and yellow, the distant hills yellow with 
the golden rod ; and on the lawns and under the shade 
of the trees her father and her mother, whom they 
called, while still on their earthly pilgrimage, Brother 
Raymond and Sister Alice. They were in white — ^the 
old Baptisfs early reading gave him a New Jerusalem, 
in which the saints were clothed in white ; but he 
turned the city of the jasper gates into another House 
of Trance, ana the place of a thousand joys into another 
pilgrimage to another New Jerusalem. But the child 
saw it ail so plainly that when she joined the rest in 
Meditation she flew off* without the least delay and 
embraced her mother and kissed her father ana held 
high and saintly discourse, insomuch that when the 
time came to return it was with a glowing cheek, a 
beating heart, and a humid eye. All this she got, 
I believe, from this after-dinner talk. And as for the 
Master, though he very properly insisted on the loneli- 
ness of each individual — each standing in the Universe 
apart and alone — ^in the society of this young girl, the 
daughter of the House, he even forgot for the moment 
that loneliness of Elevation which he proclaimed and 
preached. 

Again, every prophet must have his favourite; his 
feminine believer and disciple. It is impossible to be 
complete as a prophet without a favourite. Mohammed 
had Kadijah; St. Francis of Assisi had Lady Clare; 
every vicar has his pew-opener; the Master of the 
House of Trance had one woman whom he specially 
loved and who entirely believed in him. To this good 
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and faithful disciple the Prophet confided everything ; 
he clothed, for her eyes first, his visions in words ; m 
her simple and unquestioning faith he found a reflec- 
tion of his own ; and because it was so unquestioning 
and so simple, his own faith was strengthened and his 
own confidence in his own Mission was proved to be 
founded on the solid rock. But for this afternoon talk 
the girl, before Gilbert arrived, had no opportunity of 
speech at all. But for this she might have lost alto- 
gether the power of speech, as some of the men had 
done, simply for want of practice. One may very well 
forget how to talk if one remains silent long enough. 
There is the leading case of Alexander Selkirk. People 
who live much alone become unready with words ; the 
mind works, but no record is made by word of mouth 
concerning its operations. It is interesting to reflect 
that thus the greatest discoveries may have been made 
and lost, simply because the discoverer could not speak, 
or read, or write. Cicely, in this way, preservea the 
(possibly) useful faculty of speech ; yet she spoke little 
and always slowly and with thought, as if words were 
precious, and not to be wasted and lightly thrown about. 
This day the Master remained as usual sitting in his 
armchair. Cicely sat at the end of the bench, her head 
on her hand and her left arm on the table. 

* You look troubled, dear Master,** she said. * Your 
eyes are fiill of trouble.' 

* There is something in the House, child, that pains 
me. I know not what it is. It jars and frets ; some- 
thing that concerns our peace and tranquillity.** 

*" Indeed, Master, I know of nothing. Everything is 
quiet. For the moment, I suppose, 3iey are nearly all 
asleep."* 

It has been explained that most of the Commimity 
thus interpreted the uses of Recreation. 

* No,' he went on fretfully. * There is something that 
threatens. I feel it, though I cannot tell you what it 
is. I have asked your mouier about it." 
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* What does she say P 

* I cannot remember all she says. We are imperfect 
— the best of us. I cannot remember, much as I desire 
to remember. She told me what to expect. But I 
have forgotten. Yet I remember her assurance that 
it should not be allowed to drag me down. That is 
everything ; I ought to ask no more."* 

' Then, Master, why should you vex yourself about 
it? Nothing can hurt you that does not drag you 
down."* 

* It may drag others down. I look round the Hall, 
dear chila, and I like to think of their souls as I knew 
them when they first came ; so simple they were then, 
and so common and uncultivated, most of them. And 
I like to think of them rising by means of Meditation 
to heights unknown Outside, where they must needs, 
in order to rise at all, call in the aid of services and 
sermons. Well, it is to pass without harm to me — and 
without harm to you. I remember so much. Cicely. I 
remember, too, that your mother is concerned very 
strangely with Brother Gilbert. She talks to me about 
him. It is a good thing for him that he came here. 
Something troubles him, but it will pass: he is to 
possess his soul in patience. Why she is interested in 
Gilbert, I cannot tell you. Hush!** — ^he sat up and 
listened, his eyes suddenly gazing into space. *Gro, 
dear child, go — she calls me. I hear her voice. Alice, 
I come — I come.' 

His head fell gently back ; his eyes became fixed : he 
was in Trance again. 

Gilbert waited for Cicely on the verandah with the 
greater part of the Community. It was no afternoon 
for croquet on the lawn, even if anybody had been 
willing to play ; the sun was too fierce and the air too 
hot. Many of the members were sitting on the long, 
low bench that ran round the deep verandah: they 
were mostly fast asleep. Beyond the lawn, under the 
trees, sat others, also fast asleep. One or two paced 
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the floor of the verandah, restlessly, not toother, not 
talking, but separate and apart ; there was no murmur 
of voices, no sound of talk, no rustling of whispers ; 
every soul was consciously alone, selfishly absorbed ; to 
each, amidst the crowd, the others did not exist at all. 
And their faces were so heavy, so vacuous, that Gilbert's 
heart was filled with pity for them and for the experi- 
ment and the doctrine. 

Among those who walked up and down the verandah 
was a woman — still young — ^apparently under thirty. 
She was a biff-boned woman, tall and angulcu*, with no 
figure to speak of. The dress of the sisters seemed to 
suit her, hideous as it was; her hair was cut quite 
short ; she had no ornament at her throat ; and she 
walked with something of the firm and plodding step 
of the farmer. Her features were shaped with a rougher, 
even ruder, handling than is generally considered suitable 
for a young woman ; it was essentially a hard face, such 
as belongs to one of a hard and narrow creed, belonging 
to a family of that old Puritan stock which for genera- 
tions has known no life without struggle and endurance ; 
which has forgotten whatever desire for or knowledge 
of beauty it ever possessed — ^whether beauty of form or 
thought or expression ; of music, poetry, or art. The 
face of the woman was resolute, hard, and keen; yet 
the eyes, as becomes a member of the Community, could 
soften and become the eyes of a dreamer : all the members 
of the Commimity had this dreamy eye at times ; it was 
their common possession; they comd be classed and 
recognised by their eyes ; without the possibility of the 
dreamy eye the crank became impossiole. With some 
the dreamy habit betrayed itself in a soft and limpid 
eye, like Cicely'^s ; with this woman, even at her dreamiest, 
which was just at the commencement of Meditation, her 
eye retained something of its hardness. It was as if at 
that hallowed moment there was something to be endured 
— something of the struggle of New England life. 
The name of this samt was Phoebe— Sister Phoebe; 

9 
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she sat in Hall on the right hand of Mr. Charles Lee ; 
therefore nearly opposite to Gilbert. She never spoke 
at meals ; seldom at any other time. Her work lay in 
the farm, amon^ the pouUa?yTtli3 in the dairy. No 
one could equal her in the rearing of these interesting 
creatures or in the management of the eggs. No one 
could approach her for butter, cheese, or cream ; and 
she was not unacquainted with the common pig. She 
worked every day with honest zeal and energy; she 
loved the work ; she believed in the House ; there was 
not any member of the whole Community who better 
understood the Rule and the day's routine, and what it 
meant, from Fatigue, which be^m it, its every Restora- 
tion, Recreation, Elevation, and Meditation, down to 
Retirement, which ended it. She loved the Rule ; she 
loved the House; she wanted no change — ^until there 
came to the House a disturbing element, in the shape 
of a young man of strange and imusual make. 

This afternoon she walked backwards and forwards 
restlessly, her mind evidently agitated by some troubling 
of the peaceful waters. From time to time she glanced 
at Gilbert; then she turned away; then she glanced 
again ; her eyes were fiill of hesitation and of doubt. 
She looked, and turned her head, and looked again. 
These Uttle indications might have been legible to any 
who understand the simple voice of Nature. And she 
drew nearer, gradually, to the strange young man of 
unusual appearance and speech ; it was as if she could 
not choose but draw nearer. She gradually approached 
him, still with hesitation in her manner ana in her look, 
and still with rebellious tiunings of the head and eyes. 

* Brother Gilbert,' she began at last, abruptly ; and 
as she spoke her cheek became aflame and she stopped 
short. 

* What is it. Sister Phoebe ?' True to the principles 
of the House, Gilbert, entirely occupied in his own 
reflections, which concerned Cicely, had paid no atten- 
tion to these s}nnptoms. 
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* It has been in my mind to warn you, for a long 
time ' and she stopped again. 

* To warn me — ^for a long time,' he repeated. 

* That we do n<Jt entourage frivolous conversation. I 
overhear you every day at Restoration engaging in 
frivolous talk with Sister Cicely — about Outside. It is 
not good for us to talk, or think, about Outside. It 
agitates the mind.' 

* Serious conversation is, I beUeve, held to be permis- 
sible.' 

* It may be improving if it leads to Elevation. Let 
me talk seriously with you.' 

The ice once broken, the fires of modesty left her 
cheek. She became once more cold and hard. 

* Shall we sit down ?' asked Gilbert. * Sitting down 
may be frivolous. On the other hand, when accom- 
panied by such serious talk as yours ^' He sighed, 

and took a seat on the bench. 

She sat down and folded her hands and straightened 
herself. She looked very, very straight. 

*We do not encourage Single Attachments,' she 
began. *They are accounted in this House to be 
injurious.' 

* Indeed ! I think I have heard of that superstition.' 

* We come here,' she added, ^ for Elevation, not for 
Single Attachments.' 

* That is, I suppose, yoiu* reason for coming here.' 

* They do say, m the Laimdry, where you can't pre- 
vent talk, that you and Brother Charles are two English 
noblemen, obliged to quit your country on accoimt of 

- your dreadfol profligacy.' 

* Really! That is what they say in the Laundry? 
They have an excellent motto in the Marischal College 
of Aberdeen — I recommend it for Laundry use, with 
Cleaver's soap, unless yon prefer Pears', to rub it in. 
^ It is this : " They say — ^what do they say ? Let them 
say."' 

^ Not that we mind what you have been. There's a 
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heap of wickedness behind us in this House. But it is 
all forgotten. Even a British nobleman is welcome 
here if he forgets the Past. I hope you have forgotten 
the Past, Brother Gilbert ?' 

* One cannot always forget the Past. Besides, that 
of a British nobleman is too awful for anything. Let 
us try to forget as much as possible — all the uninterest- 
ing bits, at least. You, Sister Phoebe, without doubt 
had nothing to forget.* 

She considered a little. 

*No,' she replied, perhaps with some regret. ^Fve 
nothing much to forget. I was never one of the 
scofifers. I came here because I wanted quiet.* 

* You wanted quiet ? Strange ! I thought that you 
all wanted as much noise as ever you can possibly get : 
doors that ban^ in railway carriages; bells that ring 
and ding and chng and clang along the street ; electric 
cars that click. But you, actually alone of your 
country*s women, wanted quiet !' 

*I wanted to be alone sometimes. There was no 
loneliness at home. We had crowds in chapel ; crowds 
in Sunday-school ; crowds to prayer-meeting ; crowds 
in the workrooms ; even at night I couldn't be alone in 
a bedroom to myself. So I came here to be quiet, all 
alone with m v own soul. And the Master took me in.* 

* Yoiu" soul and you. The pair of you.* 

^I wanted to lie quiet. So I came here. I never 
knew what happiness meant till I came here.* 

* Here you are quite lonely in a crowd. I should 
have thought — ^but it doesn't matter. I suppose if you 
were to marry it would be in order to become more 
lonely. But of course the sisters do not marry ?* 

* Some do. Oh, yes ! And some say it helps Eleva- 
tion. I might marry * — ^she looked at him strangely — 
* I might marry, I say, if I found a man who would 
help in Elevation.* 

*Who would make himself a ladder. You would 
climb up your husband ?* 
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* There's ways. Outside, it's good to have a husband 
to work for tne house. Here it may be good — ^I don't 
know — to have a husband just as a kind of support. 
Sometimes one feels lonesome. Sometimes it's good to 
talk about your experiences, and there's no one here 
who cares to listen. A husband would have to. That's 
his duty.' 

* Yes. And what would the husband get by it ?' 

* Brother Gilbert — ^he'd get ME ! What more would 
the man have ?' 

*Ah! That, indeed!' said Gilbert, in his softest, 
most sympathetic voice. * That, indeed !' 

* Brother Gilbert ' — she laid her hand, a rough and 
osseous hand, upon his, and a strange and terrifying 
softening came mto her eyes — * we must talk again. I 
think you want some one to be pulling you up all the 
time. By yourself you'll never get up, you're that light 
in yoiu" talk. Sister Cicely is a good girl, but she 
hasn't begun real Elevation, not yet. She wouldn't be 
any use to you at all. Besides, we don't allow of Single 
Attachments. If you got to be thinking all day about 
Cicely, you would never rise; you'd just sink down, 
ever so much down.' 

*Well, but when a man is married Attachments 
begin. That's the proverb.' 

^ There''s no Single Attachments in this House,' she 
repeated, * marriecf or not. Remember that. There 
is Selection, not Attachment. K I were to think of 
marriage. Brother Gilbert' — again that inconffruous 
softening of the face fell upon her : Gilbert shuddered 
and sprang to his feet — *I should want one quite 
different from my own people, so as I could never fall 
back into the old grooves. He should talk different; 
he should think different; he should talk gentle and 
soft, Uke you — and he should have parlour maimers all 
the time.' 

^ You Uke parlour manners ? So do I, Sister Phcebe. 
I think you ought to be married, if tiie laws of the 
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Community allow it. You should marry a man, say, 
like Brother Silas. He isn''t a bit like the people you 
remember, I am sure : they were spry, he is dull ; he 
has always lived in loneliness, not in crowds ; and he 
knows the people you remember, I dare say, if you 
come to examine him. He would every day illustrate 
for you the diflference between kitchen manners and 
to^n manners.'* 

* I wasn'^t — -just — exactly — ^thinking of Brother Silas,' 
said the maiden, with the strangest possible touch of 
maidenly modesty. 

But Gilbert turned on his heel and walked away. 

At the other end of the verandah he found the Uttle 
lady whose peace of mind he had disturbed on the very 
first day. 

She looked up from her knitting ; laughed cheerfully, 
and motioned him to sit down beside her on the bench. 

*Come and talk,"* she said, smiling graciously. ^It 
does me good to have a talk with you. Why, since you 
came here it hasn'^t been the same place. You shall 
stay always, and always, and always.** 

* No, my dear.' Gilbert's charm with the other sex 
partly lay in his consideration for all alike, young and 
old, pretty and plain, one with another — he called this 
little lady * my dear,' and she liked it. * I do not think 
I shall stay here always, or muidi longer.' 

' Are you really, Gilbert, as they say, a British noble- 
man in disguise, run away from the people you have 
ruined by your horrible profligacy ?' 

* Do I look like a profligate peer ?' 

* No, you don't. So I told them. Though how they 
got to think so, I don't know. I should like to see, just 
for once, a British nobleman — a real, downright wicked 
one.' 

* Fm afraid he won't come this way. Now, tell me 
you have quite left off forgetting ?' 

* Oh, yes! Quite. That's all gone. At first I thought 
it would be terrible to be remembering again what I 
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had such trouble in putting away. I thought it would 
just spoil Meditation.' 
'Well?' 

* It hasn't, not worth talking about. Brother Gilbert, 
if you'd been the Master himself you couldn't have helped 
me more. Why, every afternoon I live in the Past again, 
and at night I meditate better than ever.' 

* That's brave. Is it a very miserable Past P 

* You've got such a way with you that one can talk. 
I can't talk to those stocks and stones.' She pointed 
to the vacuous ones who wandered about or slept on 
the bench. * Well, I said to myself, " What is past is 
past. He can't come back to me, because he''s married 
the other one " — ^Mamie she was. So I set to work to 
remember again — and as I don't know what they did 
nor how they fared, after they married, Fve been making 
up ever since. And now I seem to know all just exactly 
what happened. It's twenty years ago: Mamie's got 
half a dozen children, and Jacob's partly bald and 
partly gray. As for flesh, he was always inclined to 
put it on. And it actually makes me nappy just to 
leel that they're happy.' 

* How can you feel it ?' 

* Young man, if you ever loved anybody — same as I 
loved Jacob — ^you'd understand how. So you see, I do 
forget the Past. Fve buried the Past. But I go along with 
my dear friend in the Present. And oh ! my dear boy, 
I don't feel bitter nor angry, nor revengeful, any more.' 

Then she showed how radical had been the change 
in her, for she became what every woman Outside is — 
a matchmaker. 

* I've got my eyes back again,' she said, ^ as well as 
my memory. Oh, yes — ^I see things, I see thinp every 
day.' She nodded her head and laughed, and looked 
whole comedies. 

* What things do you see ? You are a very crafty, 
cunning, and dangerous creature. I must take care. 
What things do you see? 
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* I see things,^ she repeated. ^ In the garden, under 
the shade trees, at meals in Hall, at Recreation and at 
Restoration. Oh ! I like to see things ; only, Gilbert, 
my dear boy, be careful. Don't be too open. There's 
dangers. It's a very rigid rule with the Master — ^he's 
hard as rock about it — ^tnere must be no Single Attach- 
ments. The only way for you to get her is to pretend 
that you'd rather not. I shall wfium her, too. She 
shows her feelings by her eyes. Oh ! she follows you 
about. Brother Gilbert ; if you tamper with that poor 
girl — ^ril — ni stick a knitting-needle into you. I will 
mdeed! But you're not that sort, you dear boy, are 
you r 

* No. Fm not that sort, where Cicely is concerned.' 
^There's dangers abroad. Brother Silas, he wants 

her himself; he's just sick for the girl. You think he's 
a fool : he isn't ; only he won't speak ; he's just finding 
out by degrees that he's a man, and he's as obstinate as 
a Western mule. Speak to the Master, quick, Gilbert, 
or it may be too late. Then there's Sister Phoebe — ^I 
saw her just now talking to vou. Take care — ^take 
care ! She's falling in love with you fast. And she's 

3uite ready to pretend that it is no Single Attachment : 
le's that cunmng, and mean, and artml. Worse than 
Silas, because it's the nature of a man to yearn after 
a pretty ^rl. Take care, Gilbert, and speak to the 
Master qmckly. She's a strong woman, and she'll do 
her best to get what she wants. That's you, my dear 
boy — ^you — ^nothing short of you.' 

He laughed and patted her hand a^ain. And at 
that moment Cicely came out of the Hall. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SINGLE attachments! 

Cicely came out of the Hall and looked around, shading 
her eyes with her hand, for the sunUght outeide was 
dazzling. Then she saw Gilbert, and with a nod and 
a smile she put on her straw hat and came across the 
lawn to the shade trees beyond. Her nod and her 
smile were a direct invitation to follow. In fact, she 
meant that invitation which in the innocence of her 
heart was not coquetry or part of a flirtation, but an 
acknowledgment before all the world that she desired 
Gilbert's society and found it delightful. 

Brother Silas saw this invitation, and he became red 
in the cheeks and dangerous in the eyes. 

Sister Phoebe saw it, and her mouth closed with 
firmness. 

Sister Euphemia saw it, and she smiled; then she 
looked at Sister Phoebe and she smiled again, but, as 
heralds say, with a difference. 

Gilbert would have followed, but was met by Brother 
Silas, who without a word held out his arms and barred 
the way. He would have spoken ; he was most desirous 
of expressing his feelings and views on the subject ; he 
wrestled wim his memory, but in vain; he had not 
spoken at all for many months, and the words refused 
to come ; he could not remember the right words — ^the 
words which should have been used to explain his im- 
expected action. Neither tongue nor I^rain would work. 
His face was red and his aspect was threatening. It 
looked for the moment like a fight. 

* Friend Silas,' said Gilbert, * what the devil do you 
mean by sticking your arms out like a windmill ?' 

* Single Attachments,' Silas followed it up at last with 
an immense effort. * Single Attachments,' he repeated. 
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* Single Attachments,** he said a third time — ^because no 
other words suggested themselves. Remember that he 
had not spoken for months. 

* Dear me !' Gilbert replied sweetly. * Are you con- 
templating a Single Attachment ?' 

* I hate a Britisher.' It was a very, very weak thing 
to say — it had nothing to do with the business in hand ; 
but it was the first sentence that offered : he had been 
tauffht and encouraged firom childhood to entertain this 
tender feeling towards his trans- Atlantic cousins ; he had 
it rubbed into him as a schoolboy in the State of Maine, 
to which he belonged. And they were the readiest words 
that occurred to him. 

* Do you ?' Gilbert replied. * Well ; but that is such 
a very common feeling with your class that it hardly 
deserves remark, does it ? The symptom presents, I 
assure you, nothing unusual. Will you lower yoiu* arms 
and stand out of my way ?' 

* No,"* said . Silas. * You shan'^t follow her. Fve seen 
you ' — ^he partially recovered the gift of speech — ^ Fve 
watched you. No — ^you shan't follow her.' 

* Silas — ^you are a big man and a strong man. When 
I hit out you will probably hit back, and there will be a 
free fight such as this House has never before witnessed. 
It will be a fight fit to wake up these sleepers. Now I 
put it to you with fraternal affection : if you want to 
nght, just stay where you are. If you don't want to 
fight, get out of my way. Fighting, I am told, is, on 
the whole, a hindrance to Meditation, also Elevation. 
It is said to be even worse than a Single Attachment.' 

The man growled, but lowered his arms and stood 
aside. His fao% which commonly resembled that of the 
labouring and patient ox, became that of the bull, and 
in his dull eyes there shone an unusual light which 
meant jealousy, rage, revenge, with a little hatred, envy, 
wounded pride, and a few other passions, all incongruous 
as regards Elevation. Still, he stood aside and growled, 
inarticulate. 
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Do you suppose the bull who growls on the other side 
of the hedge would not much rather speak if he could ? 
Of course he would. 

^ The man is jealous,' Gilbert thought. * He desires 
that pearl to be thrown unto him — unto him! And 
Phcebe — ^poor thing! She's jealous, too! Phoebe! 
Sister Phoebe — ^the love-smitten virgin ! Phoebe ! After 
all, there are two hmnan creatures at least in the House 
quite ready to create a new Past with the greatest 
rapidity possible.' 

* Come away from this place. Cicely,' he said. * There 
are too many of our people about. I want to talk to 
you seriously. Come with me beyond the farm. I know 
a place where there is a shelter n*om the sun beside the 
stream. Nobody ever goes out there except myself. 
There we will sit and talk.' 

You have already heard of the stream which ran past 
the House. It came down from the wooded hills a mile 
or two on the north of the estate ; its waters, cold as ice 
and clear as crystal, ran swiftly over a shallow bed of 
gravel, winding in and out here and there ; on one side 
were the woods; on the other bank rose a low cliff, 
sometimes advancing to the water's edge, sometimes 
receding and leaving between rock and river tiny plains 
grass-covered. Over the cliff behind hung wild vines 
and brambles. 

To one such spot Gilbert led Cicely; in the middle of 
the little meadow stood a boulder for a seat ; at the back 
the rock jutted out and formed a natural table or shelf 
which, for reasons which you will presently learn, Gilbert 
will remember for the rest of his natural life. The cliff 
at this place faced north-east, and cast a deep shade over 
the grass ; the hanging vines and the woods on the other 
side of the stream made a grateful and refreshing greenery ; 
the cliff and the trees on either side closed in ; the stream 
flowed chattering and babbling over its bed; the fish 
darted about, backwards and forwards; there was no 
sound of birds this hot afternoon from the woods ; the 



Digitized by 



Google 



140 THE CITY OF REFUGE 

ground was broken and stony, so that no one ever came 
to clear away the trees ; there was no road to the place. 
The two were quite alone. 

Cicely sat down on the boulder and took oflP her hat. 
Gilbert stood over her silent. They remained in silence 
while one might count a hundred. 

* I know mis place, Gilbert,' she said. * I used to 
come here when 1 was a child. I used to come here all 
by myself to find out what Outside was like. I thought 
the whole world was desert and solitary except our House.* 

^ Why do you not come here again, sometimes ?' 
^ I don't know. I suppose that I am no longer curious 
about Outside. Yet I like you to tell me filings. It 
does not distiu'b me in the least when you tell me about 
Outside.' 

* Surely, dear child, you want sometimes to get away 
from the ugly House and the ugly people in it.' 

She turned her Isuge, serious eyes upon him with 
reproach and wonder. 

*Ugly, Gilbert? Why do you call them ugly? 
There are a hundred of them and more ; and they are 
all mounting upwards.' 

* Are they mounting upwards ? It is good for you to 
believe it, at any rate. But the House is ugly. You 
will admit so much.' 

* I don't know what you would have, Gilbert.' 

* No, you don't, that is the curious thing. There is 
no beauty in the place except your own ; and you know 
of none except the beauty of your own soul. Strange ! 
To grow up without any knowledge of beauty — ^no art, 
no music, no poetry, and to become — what you have 
become.' 

* My mother teaches me, Gilbert.' 

*Yes. And not to know even what a lovely face 
means.' 

* Well, but you can tell me, Gilbert.' 

^ Do you think, for instance, that Phoebe has a lovely 
face?' 
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*I don**t know. Oh, Gilbert, what does it matter 
about faces ? The Master's face is lovely to me. So is 
yours. What is the good of thinking whether a face is 
beautiful or not ?' 

* Outside, my child, a lovely face is considered by 
the woman who possesses it as a very great treasure 
indeed; far above rubies and more to be desired than 
much fine gold. Don'^t you like to get away from 
them all ?* Gilbert insisted with a kind of jealousy. 

*No. Why should I? They belong to me, and I 
to them, as much as one person can belong to another. 
Of course, with the Master it is different. He takes 
me with him to talk with my mother.' 

* But what is the good, when you forget what is said F 

* Sometimes I remember a little. I gave you my 
mother's message, some time ago. You see I re- 
membered that.' 

* What message did you give to Brother Charles last 
night — ^yesterday ?' 

*None. Why do you ask? He came to me this 
morning and asked the same question.' 

*You do not remember receiving or giving any 
message?' 

*No.' 

It was impossible to doubt this assurance. Such a 
girl could not possibly deceive others. 

* Gilbert, you are still hostile to this man — I don't 
know why, except because he is a bad man who won't 
forget his Past ; but you are not so troubled about 
him as you were. Your mind is more tranquil than 
it was.' 

* He does not trouble me much. Only occasionally. 
Yoiur message, if you remember, bade me wait for 
five weeks. Four have passed. There remain only six 
days — after to-day, five days. Sometimes I doubt. 
Cicely. Sometimes I ask whether that message was 
really from your mother.' 

^ Oh ! but since she sent that message, how can you 
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doubt? Of course it came fix)m her. Oh, Gilbert! 
you cannot doubt my mother. Have faith. Whatever 
was promised will be done. Have patience.** 

*I come to this House.** Gilbert addressed the 
running brook, which carried his words to the Atlantic, 
where they were sucked up by the sky and carried 
across the ocean and there fell m rain upon the thirsty 
earth, whence, no doubt, they got into the papers. 
*I come here with a certain very important purpose. 
On the very first day I receive a message from a damsel 
— a very charming damsel — ^to ^' 

* Do you mean me, Gilbert? Why do you call me 
charming?' 

' Because you have charmed away my senses, so that 
for your sake. Cicely, I would throw away the world. 
You command — and I obey.' 

She looked at him in wonder unspeakable. What 
could he mean ? 

* You tell me to wait, although it is a most serious 
and important business — and I do wait. You tell me 
that it is a message &om the dead, and I believe it. 
I actually believe it. A message from the dead to me ! 
And I believe it ! Why ? Because it comes through 
you. Cicely, if you bade me drown myself in t3ae 
stream in your mother's name, I should do it. Because 
I cannot doubt you. It is impossible.' 

^ If the message had to ao with Brother Charles, 
believe it all the more. For your mind grows black 
whenever you think of him.' 

* A mind is white. Cicely, according to you, or It 
is black. That is elementary. Some day — soon — I will 
teach you that the mind of a man is very seldom black, 
and never white. Some minds are variegated; some 
minds vary; some are quite pretty in their colours — 
azure blue, emerald green, rosy red, violet, green, golden 
yellow ; some sparkle like diamonds ; some are as dull 
as a muddy ditch. But the mind of the man you 
name, child, will always be black through and through.' 



Digitized by 



Google 



SINGLE ATTACHMENTS! 143 

* Not if he could forget the Past.** 

*No one can forget the Past. Least of all such a 
man as this. I will show you some day, in a more 
convenient plfiu^ than this, that the Past can never 
be forgotten, or put aside. Your people here think 
they have forgotten it, when they have only dulled 
their senses to it. The Master thinks that he forgets 
the Past ; yet every night he goes away in imagination 
to talk with his friends of the Past. You yourself do 
the same thing.^ 

* Gilbert' — she avoided the point: she could not 
argue; but she could feel — ^'you are always telling 
me that you will show me this or that. But all these 
things are Outside.** She looked round her with a 
shudder : were they not already in the dreaded Outside 
— which lay all round that end of the Universe, the 
House of Meditation ? 

* You are going Outside, Cicely,' Gilbert told her 
firmly. * You are going with me — soon — some day — 
when your mother's promise has been fulfilled.' 

* But I can never leave the House and the Master.' 

* There is an old Book on which, as on a foundation, 
this House is built. You have never read in this Book, 
Cicely, which is a great pity, because it is full of 
humanity. Well, it is said in that Book, as a common 
and well-known law of nature, that a man shall forsake 
his father and his mother and shall cleave to his wife. 
The same law rules the woman, who every day forsakes 
fijther and mother and clings to her husband. We 
shall together obey that universal law. Cicely, and 
cleave unto each otner.' 

* There are laws — Outside — ^which do not belong to 
us. The laws of the land do not touch our Community,' 

*This is not the law of the land, Cicely. It is a 
law of nature — which makes me love you, dear child.' 

* Oh ! Gilbert,' her face flushed with pleasure. * It 
makes me so happy. And I love you, too, as much 
as I love the Master — far more than any of the others.' 
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* Haven't they taught you to avoid Single Attach- 
ments ?' 

*We are not to think too much of one person. 
That is the Rule.' 

* What is " too much "" ? I think of you, Cicely, all 
day and all night. Is that too much ? Do you think 
of me?* 

* Oh yes. But I think of the Master as well.' 

* In that case you are quite safe. Certainly, I cannot 
think too much of you. In this dreary House, full 
of dreary people who delude themselves with a belief 
worthy only of the highest visionary like the Master, 
which is perfectly unfit for the boor, which can only 
be true with a soul as pure and innocent as your own — 
what is there to think about but you.?^ Ciceljr, you 
are the one pleasant spot, the solitary flower, m this 
mass of stupid selfishness.' 

*No — ^no — Gilbert. You don't know us. Oh! ask 
the Master to tell you what we are.' 

*The Master? He will tell me honestly what he 
believes the House to be. Never mind that. Cicely 
dear.' He took her hand. * Something I have to tell 
you, dear child.' He raised the hand and kissed it. 
She sat quite still, bathed in the glow and warmth of 
this young sun-god — ^her Apollo — who said that he 
obeyed her, but who commanded her in everything. 
* In a few days — six or seven at the outside — something 
will happen in this House — something decisive, some- 
thing that will change all my future ; I know not, yot^ 
what it will be ; yet, if the message is true and the 
promise be fulfilled, it will bring no harm to me. Sibyl, 
Delphian, Priestess of the Sacred Grove — what do you 
think of the coming event ?' 

She dropped her hands ; her face turned white ; she 
fell back and would have fallen, but Gilbert supported 
her. Her eyes closed ; she was in trance again. 

The soul remained outside the body for two or three 
minutes only. She opened her eyes; she blushed to 
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find herself lyin^ on Gilbert^s arm; she sat up. 
* Gilbert ['* she saicf, ' I have seen my mother and I have 
asked her what this means. "Tell him,*" she says, 
" that nothing will happen to his harm/' ' 

* How do you know, Cicely, that it was your mother ?' 

* Oh ! Gilbert ! As if one could be deceived in such 
a thing as that ! Not to know my own mother ?' 

* Well, Cicely, I accept your assiu'ance. I am very 
glad to accept it, because otherwise the next few days 
would be an anxious time. After they are over and 
done with, and we have found out what the message 
really means, that question will arise between us.' 

* What question, Gilbert ?' 

* The question of the imiversal law. Whether a girl 
shall leave her father and her mother and shall cleave 
to the man who loves her.' 

* Oh, Gilbert ! Go away ? Leave the Master ? Go 
into Outside, where there is nothing that we love — ^not 
even Meditation ?' 

* You shall have Meditation, if you desire it.' 

* Oh ! Gilbert ; you must not go. Oh ! you have 
made me so happy here !' The tears welled up into 
her eyes. * What should I do without you ? Oh, yes 
— ^I understand now. Before you came the place was 
dull and stupid. Every night I look forward to the 
morning when I shall talk to you again; and every 
morning I look forward to the long day when I shall 
talk to you again and listen to you. Oh ! Gilbert — 
Gilbert — ^you must not go away and leave me.' 

They were the words of love, in the voice of love, 
with tne passion of love, and yet Cicely knew not the 
meaning of love ; nor did she know that she loved the 
Master in one way and this man in another ; nor did 
she know that a man could be to her more than a 
brother. 

Gilbert took her hand a^in. He sat down beside 
her on the boulder ; he laid his arm round her waist 
just as if he had been a young man courting his girl 

10 
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on Hampstead Heath on a Sund^ evening in July — • 
but Love is a mighty leveller. He drew her closer; 
he kissed her shapely head. * My dear — ^my dear,' he 
said, ^ I must indeed leave the House ; and yet I shall 
never — never leave you. For you will leave the spirits 
of yom* father and your mother and cleave to me ; and 
we twain shall be but one soul — ^not tw^i standing 
lonely in the universal space, but one.' He kissed her 
again and again. 

She offered no resistance. Perhaps it was gradually 
dawning upon her that here was a different kind of 
man — not a Brother at all. 

So much were these two people occupied and carried 
away that they did not near a footstep which ap- 
proached ; so much were they wrapped up m each other 
— which can only be understood by thinking of the 
common roll jam pudding — ^that tney did not look 
round. This was perhaps fortunate; for they would 
have seen a red and angry face looking on n*om the 
angle where the cliff ran down to the stream and turned 
again — ^a very angry face; with burning cheeks, with 
flaming eyes, with trembling Ups, and a figure trembling 
all over with the madness of rage and jealousy. 

It was Sister Phoebe. She had followed, to watch 
and spy upon the guilty doings of the wicked pair. 

She stepped forward, her foot unheard upon the 
grass; she laid her hand — a firm bony hand with a 
good muscular grip in it — ^upon Gilbert's shoulder. 

He turned guiltily. He started to his feet. 

* Single Attachments!' she said, with a hiss — ^there 
was a sibilant at the beginning and a sibilant at the 
end — and a menace in her voice. 

Only one of the guilty pair blushed. It was the 
man. Cicely looked up without the least confusion, 
yet with a httle terror, for the woman looked so fierce 
and so threatening. Besides, the Master did not 
approve of Single Attachments. But she was going to 
leave the Commimity ; she was going to leave father 
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and mother and all and to cleave unto her lover. It 
mattered nothing, she understood now, having learned 
this wisdom in the last five minutes, whether Sister 
Phoebe approved or disapproved. 

* Single Attachments !"* Sister Phoebe repeated. 

She brandished a long and bonv forefinger in their 
faces — one so young ou^t not to nave had a finger so 
bony — and she tinned and disappeared. She would 
have spoken, but, as with Silas, the words proper for the 
occasion refused to come. Therefore she walked away. 

* She followed and listened and watched,' said Gilbert. 
* Very good. It is what I should have expected of her. 
Never mind. Cicely : in a few days we shall depart to 
a place where Sister Phoebe can neither follow nor 
listen. Don't be afraid, my dear — my dear — my dear !' 

*I am not afraid with you, Gilbert. But why did 
she look so angry ?' 

* It is the j^ousy of the slighted woman. Think no 
more about ner. We will maLe ours a Double instead 
of a Single Attachment. That is not against the 
Master's rule, is it ?' 



CHAPTER V. 

AN EXPLANATION. 

XiOVE-BfAKiNG ou the edge of a precipice would be incon- 
gruous — ^but suppose one is perfectly certain that there 
IS to be no falling over that precipice ? Once assured, 
even on such imperfect evidence as satisfied Gilbert, 
upon this point, why should we not make love ? It is 
a healthy and a natural occupation. It had interested 
Gilbert first of all ; then it began to interest him more; 
then it absorbed him, insomuch that he forgot for the 
time his purpose and the precipice: the end of his 
stay and — ^very possibly — ^the end of himself. 

It is always so, to forget everything in the contem- 



Digitized by 



Google 



148 THE crry of befuge 

plation of another soul ; and now, for one week at least, 
conrtings and contemplation, love-making and dreams 
and tenderness all had to be put aside for the time. 
This chance meeting with Annandale brought back 
Gilbert fix)m the land of dreams to reality — with the 
man in the for^round whom he had almost managed 
to forget. Only a week; only six days; only five. 
And something on each one of the days to keep him 
well in the fix>nt. 

Only five days. It was the morning after the dis- 
graceful experience of the Single Attachment beside 
the stream. The day b^an with the arrival of two 
letters for Gilbert. Never before had any member of 
the Community received a sinele letter. The Master 
received them, and hesitated before he passed them on. 

* Brother Gilbert,' he said reproachfully, *when do 
you intend to sever yourself from Outside ?' 

They were, both of them, letters of the greatest 
importance. The first was from Mr. Arthiu* Annan- 
dale, still staying at the hotel of Aldermanbury. 

*I told you,' he wrote, *that Lady Osterley had 
arrived in New York. Naturally I have informed her 
about yoiu^self — she always took an absurd interest in 
you — and I told her of your present religious or social 
convictions, and of your soul-elevating occupation. She 
telegraphs that she is coming here from New York to- 
morrow and that you must meet her. So you must 
come. If you are prevented by the exigencies of your 
new profession — such as bawling potatoes in the street 
with a pal and a donkey cart — and so cannot come, we 
will drive over and visit the place and see the monks 
and their monkery with the nuns and their nunnery. 
Do you know that you forgot the strawberry basket — 
left it in the porcn of the hotel? It wasn't wasted. 
Six little nigger boys found it, and attempted to commit 
suicide with the contents. I saw them. By the way, 
you may perhaps be able to leave your cart and your 
pal outside the hotel.' 
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Dorabyn in Aldermanbury, within four miles of her 
husband ! And within five days of that appointed by 
fate ! Strange that she should be brought to this place 
at such a time ! 

He opened the second letter. This was more im- 
portant still. It was from his private detective in New 
York, who had been employed in following up the man 
Charles Lee. 

* I assume,^ he wrote, * that you desire to keep this 
man out of danger. Therefore I must warn you that 
there has happened a very serious development of his 
case. The whole business of the death of the young 
Mexican, about which I have already given you a hint, 
has now, I am informed, been unravelfed by the police. 
The body of the man was found under some shrubs in 
the street ; his pockets were empty ; he had been killed 
by a knife-thrust in the back. It was learned that he 
had been staying at a hotel; he left this hotel with 
another visitor, who came home at midnight without 
him. In the morning the other visitor went away. 
There was no suspicion of anything against him: he 
was allowed to go away. Then the body of the man 
was found, and it was buried after examination. This 
other visitor was Mr. Charles Lee ; the place where he 
took the young Mexican was a gambling den. Now, 
two of the gang have been arrested in different towns, 
and without communication with each other have con- 
fessed the truth. I have not seen their confessions; 
but they agree in the main point : the pigeon was 
brought to the plucking by Mr. Charles Lee, and it 
was nis knife in the end which killed the man as he 
was trying to get away with money he had won. If, 
therefore, Lee is arrested on a charge of fraud, he will 
be immediately afterwards accused of wilful murder. 
Lee should therefore remain perfectly quiet where he 
is. A description of his appearance, station, etc., has 
by this time been sent out broadcast all over the 
country. If one of these papers falls into the hands 
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• 
of any one in your Community, the man will probabljF- 
be denounced. If not, there is no other place of safety 
for him in the American continent. They have no 
photograph of him, which is one point in favour of 
nis present safety and future escape. But the descrip- 
tion of him is clear.** 

The description was very clear; a handbill was in- 
closed: — 

* Reward. — Five hundred dollars for the capture of 
Charles Lee, charged with conspiracy and &aua. The 
said Charles Lee, who has been known as Charles 
Hamilton, Charles Gordon, Charles Courtenay, and 
other aliases^ is beUeved to be an Englishman. He is 
six feet one inch in height ; he is about thirty-four years 
of age; he has black hair and black eyes; he wears 
no beard nor moustache ; his features fiu*e straight and 
r^ular; his face is extremely pale; he is grave and 
austere; his manners are pohte and cold. They are 
those of a refined gentleman.^ 

For the moment — what next? He must certainly 
keep the man at home. Therefore there must be some 
explanation. 

Grenerally, after dinner, Lee retreated to the shade 
of the trees beyond the lawn, where, with feet out- 
stretched, he seemed to sleep away the afternoon. To- 
day, however, he was not in his usual place. Gilbert 
looked about for him : in the Hall ; in his bedroom ; 
in the verandah ; but found him at length alone in one 
of the empty workshops, where none of the members 
were ever tound in the afternoon. 

He was seated on a humble three-legged stool before 
a carpenter^s bench; it might have b^n an armchair 
before a table in Downing Street. He had a pack of 
cards in hk hand, and he was intent upon some kind 
of game — ^was it some problem in High Diplomacy ? — 
he was as much interested as if it was that ; or, was it 
some innocuous form of Patience? or was it some one 
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of the many thousand varieties by which unhappy cards 
fire forced to deceive the credulous ? 

One knows not. It is only certain that he had 
retired to this place in order to be quite alone. 

He looked up when he heard the footsteps on the 
floor. His face showed neither annoyance, nor astonish- 
ment, nor embarrassment at the interruption ; he pre- 
served the same perfect calm and tranquillity ; nothing 
was more astonishing to Gilbert than the contrast 
between this f€w», which was as a mask never to be 
lifted, and the face which this man^s past ought to 
have worn. Every mean and miserable and violent 
crime ought to have been stamped upon that face ; yet 
behold ! it was the face of a plenipotentiary — calm, 
judicial, quiet, fearless, immovable : the face say, rather, 
of an Onental king who must be just and stein and 
pitiless to punish, and must also be generous and 
sorrowful and quick to reward. Such was the face of 
tills man; so strong, so set, so encouraging to lovers 
of virtue. 

He looked up, then, and stared with icy insolence, as 
one who is too proud to be disturbed by people of the 
baser sort, yet wants explanation. 

*I have come '' Gilbert hesitated. The man^s 

calmness was a kind of insult, considering everything. 
Has a man who has dropped down, down, down into 
such depths of infamy, the right to assume any dignity 
at all ? * I have come,' he went on, * for a few words of 
explanation.' 

* Go on, sir.' He swept the cards together and held 
them in his left hand. Hiey might have been a bundle 
of despatches. 

He naif turned round, leaning against the wall, with 
his long 1^ crossed. He was exactly like a State 
Minister about to give audience. 

* I must begin by telling you that I know pretty well 
the history of your two years' residence in tms country. 
Shall I remind you ?' 
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' As you please.'* 

* You amved in New York lUst two years ago. You 
came over under the name of Charles Lee. You travelled 
as a second-class passenger, and you remained in your 
cabin most of the time in order not to be recognised by 

' any of the first-class passen^rs. You very soon found 
your way to some gambling hell, and there you lost the 
five hundred pounds which was all you had.' 
The Coiut inclined its head, gravely. 

* As you had no more money, you were turned into 
the street. You were presently picked up by one of 
the company who had cheated you. He gave you 
assistance and made a proposition to yoiu' 

* A proposition,' murmured the Court. 

* Very well : I have traced you from town to town. I 
know everything that you did, including the last business 
which caused the dispersal and flight of the gang.' 

Another gentle condescension of the proua head. 

^Some of yoiu: friends are already in gaol. The 
police are naturally anxious to include you in the 
number. So far, they have failed to find you. They 
have no suspicion of this plsjce. You are perfectly 
safe here. They are looking for you in the places where 
such persons as yourself are generally found.' 

* You are gomg to put them on the right scent ?' 
There was a concentration of contempt in the question 
which made the innocent man writhe. 

*You will be arrested, if at all, not on a charge 
of felony, or fraud, but for the wilful murder of a 
certain young Mexican.' 

The man dropped the cards out of his hand. They 
fell upon the taole. He turned quickly and picked 
them up again. * Gro on, sir.' 

* If I wished you to be arrested and tried, I should 
arrest you myself.' 

* Wnat do you wish, then ?' 

*I wish to see you dead, Sir Charles Osterley,* he 
answered bluntly. 
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Sir Charles bowed gravely. *Yes, I have thought 
so for some time. Well, m my turn I will tell you 
something. I have myself been very strongly tempted, 
sir, ever since you came here, to put you out of the 
way. I knew, from the first, that you came here in 
search of me. I wish I had killed you. A dead 
enemy is better than a living one. Once or twice 
I have been very near it. It would have been quite 
easy to do it. I have gone so far as to get up in 
the night and to take my knife — ^but, somehow, there's 
always something to interfere in this cursed plfiu^. 
Sometimes I think it is haunted : I couldn't find the 
door of my room ; I felt round and round the room, 
but I couldn't find it. Then there was another time : 
I walked up the stream in the shade of the woods, 
and I came upon you lying under a rock fast asleep. 
Then I coula have done it. I should have done it, 
too, but that little devil of a girl, whom you are always 
sending to me with messages, trying to frighten me, 
ran out of somewhere and stood between. I couldn't 
very well kill her as well. So you escaped for that time.' 

* Thank you,' said Gilbert. Cicely, then, had saved 
his life. It was something to remember. 

^And when shall we proceed to the next— or final 
step?' 

* I believe— on Saturday.' 

* On Saturday,' he repeated. * Something will happen. 
Will that something — may I ask? — ^take the form of 
a — a personal encounter ? 

* Perhaps. Most probably. If you please.' 

*It will please me well. Nothing will please me 
better. When you are once out of the way I shall 
feel more tranquil. Mr. Maryon, I was once assisting 
at the adjustment of a quarrel such as ours. It was 
a pretty sight. TTiey played a game — a single game — 
for a revolver — do you understand ? Only one revolver. 
The revolver lay bietween them. It was a game worth 
playing. At tiie end of it, the winner ^ 
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^ I understand. On Saturday you will bring a new 
pack of cards unopened. For my part, I will bring 
a revolver loaded. We may as well settle the quarrel 
that way as any other. But meanwhile you will engage 
not to precipitate matters, or to spoil the game, by 
going into town and getting arrested and hanged ?' 

' And your friend the detective will not bring the 

sheriff here? Very good. Till Satmday, then '' 

He inclined his head slightly: he was the Minister 
dismissing a deputation of one. * Good morning, Mr. 
Maryon; I am pleased to have had the opportunity 
of hearing your views.' 



CHAPTER VI. 

LADY OSTEELEY's ARRIVAL. 

Thus dismissed, Gilbert retired with some feeling of 
humiliation. He had advanced as one about to dictate 
terms ; he withdrew as one who had accepted terms. 

However, there was something gained. The man 
would not appear in Aldermanbury, and it would be 
easy to keep Dorabyn from visiting the House. 

Lady Osterley occupied a suite on the first floor. 
There is an admirable arrangement in the American 
hotels by which a travelling party can take a suite 
of rooms like a flat — ^bedrooms, sitting-rooms, bath- 
rooms, all complete, in a ring form, separated from the 
rest of the house. This is a much more convenient 
arrangement than the private room in the English 
hotel. At the same time the rooms — ^living and sleep- 
ing rooms — are far better furnished than m our best 
hotels. There are electric lights, electric fans, electric 
bells ; there ajce most comfortcuble chairs and most useful 
tables ; a lady may use her bedroom for other purposes 
besides s^eep : she may write in it, read in it, receive 
her friends — at least her lady friends — ^in it. Lady 
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Osterley had taken a stdte with two sitting-rooms ; 
in the first Gilbert found her nurse and her maid, 
with the boy, now nearly four years old, a bonny boy, 
playine about the floor; in the inner room Dorabyn 
herself sat at the open window, looking down upon 
the cUcking electric cars and the shops with their 
revolving fans, and the stream of men with the eager, 
nervous faces-— compared with them our City face is 
vacuous and bovine — ^yet we do a good stroke of business 
year in year out; and the women so extravagantly 
well dressed slowly goins into the shops or coming 
out of them. She had cuready communicated a sense 
of herself to the room. The table and the chairs were 
Uttered with her thin^: her books, her sketching- 
blocks, her paint-box, lier desk, her work. At the 
sight of these familiar objects, and of Dorabyn herself, 
there came back to Gilbert the memory of a certain 
dressing-room; a confession of sufierinff and shame; 
that solemn pledge, to redeem whidi he was now a 
member of the Community of Cranks. 

Dorabyn sprang to her feet and welcomed him. 
* My dear Gilbert !' she cried. * To find you here ! 
How long is it since I heard fix)m you ?" 

She did not ask him how he had fared, and why 
he did not fulfil his promise. * I heard you were here," 
she went on with a smile — an unwonted smile — ^upon 
her sad face. ^ Therefore of course I came on at once. 
To be sure, it matters very Uttle where I am so long 
as I am not at home.*^ 

* You are looking well, Dorabyn. A Uttle pale, but 
as stately as ever. When were you not stately, I 
wonder ?' 

She had preserved that quaUty, whatever eke she had 
lost. She stiU moved and stood and spoke Uke a queen. 

* I am tired of wandering, Gilbert. That is all I have 
to tell you. And I see no end to it. Thinp are exactly 
as they were, and I have no hope of any chan^/ 

^Yet there may be change---at any momcSatt?^ Had 
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she forgotten his promise? It seemed so. She made 
no allusion to it, neither then nor afterwards. 
She shook her head. 

* There can be no change but by death. I must not 
dare to hope for any man^s death. Yet, siurely in this 
case, it could not be more awful or more terrible than 
his life. I pray for nothing now. I hope for nothing.^ 

^ Yet there may be change at any moment. My poor 
Dorab3m, now I look closer, you have a harassed look.^ 

^Harassed? I am hunted. No deer in the forest 
could be more hunted than I am. They hunt me 
everywhere. They find me out wherever I go. They 
find me out and write to me. " Where is Charles ? For 
Heaven^s sake ^ — ^it is his mother or his sister — " where 
is Charles ?'' Then I run away again. As yet they do 
not know that I have crossed the ocean, but they will 
soon find out, and then the hunt will be^n again. Find 
me, if you can, Gilbert, an uninhabited island.^ 

* Can you not invent something T 

*0h, Gilbert: everything is so much more difficult 
than I thought it would be when I told you — ^have you 
forgotten ? No : how could any one forget ? — about — 
about that — that shameful business. I knew there would 
be that kind of trouble. No one, Gilbert, if I can help 
it, shall ever learn the truth. You, my cousin, and my- 
self, we three know, and nobody else. Even the respect- 
able old solicitor does not know all. My son^s fair name 
shall not be tcunished. The man has relations, you know : 
everybody has ; but this man has ffot relations by multi- 
tudes ; never was a man with so inmy cousins. He has 
a mother — poor soul ! and a sister or two — his elder 
sister Alice died over here somewhere, I believe. Poor 
mother ! Poor sisters ! They shall never know if I can 
help it. They send letters to me — ^letters by the dozen, 
the score, the peck, the bushel. Oh ! Gilbert, Gilbert, 
if you could only read those letters. They are angry, 
tefiu-fiil, expostulatory, threatening, everything. " Where 
is he ?" they ask : " what is he ? How is he ? What is 
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the matter with him ? Who is his doctor ? What are 
the prospects of recovery ? Why — why — ^why will I not 
answer, or tell them even where he is 7^ ' 

* Yes. It is only in novels that a man can act with- 
out a crowd of cousins knowing all that he does.** 

^You see, the man, to them, is still the splendidly 
successful young man ; the young man of principle ; 
the young man quite safe to become Prime Minister. 
They were so proud of him, poor things ! His break- 
down was the bitterest blow and disappointment to them. 
Oh ! Gilbert, men don't understand how their belongings 
dory in their ambitions, and how the cousins become 
distinguished through their distinction ! I never imder- 
stood this fiilly until the man broke down. Oh ! the 
bitter blow — ^to his people ; the cruel disappointment — 
to his cousins ! Why, he was going to elevate the family, 
which had just a baronetcy in it, with never a man of 
any distinction, into an illustrious house headed by a 
great statesman! Think of it! Think of becoming 
first cousin to a Palmerston or a Pitt ! There is true 
distinction for you ! And they missed it.' 

* And do you never answer any letters ?' 

* None at all. It is the only safe rule. Nor will I 
ever see any of them if I can help it. Sometimes they 
have tried to get at me. I w€uxi them off, put them off 
and run away.' 

*Why not tell them something? That he was a 
gambler, ruined himself — ^had to go away ?' 

*No. There is disgrace in having to run away; and 
a kind of disgrace in being a gambler. At least, I 
suppose so. My boy shall never Know his father's mad- 
ness, nor his father's iniquity. No one shall ever, if I 
can help it, get a clue to the secret. He, above all, 
shall never entertain the least suspicion.' 

* You must tell him something about his father.' 

* Yes. I have thought it out. I shall tell him what 
the world knows ; what his father's family will tell him : 
that a breakdown of health sent him abroad ; that he 
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died alone somewhere, in some place in Italy, or Spain, 
where there is no Protestant cemetery, so that he was 
buried without a tombstone in a garden or a field. That 
is what I mean to tell him, Gilbert.' 

a see.' 

Gilbert looked at her curiously. If she only knew 
that but two or three miles away the man himself was 
in hiding. But she should not know. And he looked 
for some sign in her manner, in her voice, in her face, 
that she remembered that promise of his. Dorabyn 
gave no sign. If she remembered his words at all, it 
was only to remember as well that no one could help 
excg)t Death the Deliverer. 

* I am so tired, so tired of wandering,' she went on. 
* And for the boy's sake I must some day soon settle 
down in some obscure place — some such place as this, 
where English people are not often seen. I will not, if 
I can help it, uve under an assumed name. The boy 
will have to be educated. Oh, Gilbert ! the situation is 
fiill of trouble and danger. As for the man, I have 
made inquiries. The respectable old gentleman, his 
solicitor, nas heard nothing about him. He says so, 
and I believe him. He has quite disappeared. He may 
be dead. Sometimes I think that he must be deaa, 
because — ^what could he do for a living ? If he is not 
dead he must be passing under another name. How can 
I learn whether he is alive or dead ? Why, he might 
even appear before me at any minute ! Fortune bjings 
about strange coincidences. I dreamed about him last 
night. I dreamed that he stood before me, cold and 
proud and austere as ever; giving no outward sign, 
though all his crimes were flaming and burning in his 
heart. Nothing — ^no shame, no exposure even, could 
take the pride out of that man's face or make him 
betray the least emotion or bitterness or self-reproach.' 

* Such coincidences do sometimes occur,' said Gilbert. 
^ But one need not think about them nor anticipate 
them.' 
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* Well, that is enough about myself. Now about you, 
Gilbert. What is it 1 hear about selling strawberries in 
the street ? And what is this Community ?^ 

Gilbert. made up quite a pretty little story of this 
House of Indust^ and Tranqe. He said nothing about 
the rusticity of Brother Silas or the hardness of Sister 
Phoebe, nor did he discuss the attractions of Sister 
Cicely. 

Lady Osterley listened with interest, but without 
enthusiasm. One sometimes reads about these com- 
munities, of which there have been so many in America, 
but to converse with a member is a privilege seldom 
accorded to anyone. However, she was not carried 
away, although Gilbert spoke with animation of this 
beautiful House. 

* I gather,' she said, * that your people are not gentle- 
folk, to begin with.** 

* They ai'e not. I concede the point. There is no 
distinction of class among them.** 

*Nor is there among us. My dear Gilbert, real 
gentlefolk know no distinctions among themselves. If 
you want the society of persons who are not real gentle- 
folk, any part of London will provide it for you in 
plenty. They are the people who cultivate distinctions, 
not we. No need to cross the Atlantic. Then you 
talk about the perfect life. My dear boy, is there, in 
all the world, any imaginable life more perfect than 
that of the best society in England ? There cannot 
be,T[ assure you. Which makes me regret all the more 
my enforced exile.** 

* It is not quite the same thing. You do not under- 
stand.' 

* It is only one of the ways of thinking about going 
to heaven. My dear Gilbert, it was never your weak- 
ness to change this life into a dream of going to heaven. 
It never was your custom to take up with fads and 
ftncies. Why do you not go home, if you want a 
monastery, and build one there for gentlefolk, and lead 
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the most perfect life you can? Perhaps I would come 
and live there too, if those people could be kept from 
worrying me with letters. Your present House, I am 
conymced, is full of dull men and women with no 
manners.^ 

* About the women,' said Gilbert. ^ Most of them, it 
is true, have, we will say, few manners, poor dears ; yet 
they are for the most part dreamy and gentle ; they are 
not obtrusive in their mannerlessness ; mey neither dis- 
gust nor repel one. I am on very friendly terms with 
several. I could, if you would allow me, Dorabyn, bring 
you one whom even you, I am sure "* 

Dorabyn clapped her hands and laughed gently. 

*0h! I knew it! I was sure of it! You to go 
hawking strawberries about the street ! You to become 
a gardener and a costermonger ! You to sit down 
every evening and to look on at a company of cranks 
going off into trance ! Ridiculous !' 

* In fact,' said Gilbert truthfully, * the company of 
cranks is not the sole object of my stay at the House.' 

* It is, on the other hand, .... what is her name ?' 
< They call her Cicely.' 

* Cicely what? 

* I don't know. I don't want to know her by any 
other name. I am very seriously in love, Dorabyn. 
For a good many years your letters prevented me from 
falling in love. I wanted no meaner creature, you 
know.' 

* Gilbert!' 

' And now I have foimd — ^no meaner creature.' 

* What are her belongings — ^her people ?' 

* I don't know. She must be a gentlewoman by birth 
as she is by education. Her father, who died the other 
day, educated her. Of her mother's part I do not at 
present ^speak, because she died in giving birth to 
Cicely. There are many strange things at the House, 
but Cicely's case is the strangest. I do not know even 
her father's name. But you shall see her. Prepare 
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yourself for a hideous dress — ^it is the dress of the 
Sisters ; prepare yourself for the sweetest face in the 
whole world ; her cheek is too pale, her eyes are too 
serious, her lips seldom smile; it is because she lives 
too much in the other world. I shall teach her to live 
below. But I cannot talk about her, Dorabyn. I must 
bring her.' 

* fi it settled, Gilbert ? Are you formally engaged ?' 
^ She imderstands nothing. She is a child m innocence 

and ignorance. She knows that she thinks about me 
all day long ; and she likes to be with me and is never 
tired of talking to me. All that she confesses. As for 
the rest — she &iows nothing.** 

* Bring her to me, Gilbert. And — afterwards? 
When you are married there will be no more nonsense 
about the House of Trance, will there ? 

* I have ideas. I do not know, yet, what is best to 
be done. There are difficulties. But I think they maj 
be overcome. I do not desire to stay longer than is 
necessary ' — ^his face fell suddenly — ^ I must wait to see 
what will happen.' 

Dorabyn looked at him with wonder. Why did he 
become black all at once, like the sky before a sudden 
storm? 

^Why do you look so gloomy, Gilbert? Is there 
anything disagreeable behind ? 

' Do I look gloomy ? 

* You tumea suddenly into gloom. Gilbert, what i# 
it ? I told you my trouble. Tell me yours.' 

*It is not trouble exactly. I will tell you — say — on 
Saturday. Something is going to happen on Saturday. 
I know not what. I am anxious.' 

^ Does it concern yourself, or your mistress 7 

* It concerns both. It concerns everybody. That is 
enough, Doi-abyn. Now for yourself again. Let us 
have dinner early. They call their seven-o'clock meaJ 
supper here. And then we will drive in the park in the 
cool of the evening, and see the fireflies in the shrubs 

11 
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and the stars in the sky. The American stars are 
splendid.. And the quiet of the place will calm your 
nerves — ^and mine as well.'' 

They dined together — these two and Annandale. 
The talk was the old famiUar talk which one only gets 
with the old famiUar people. The House was for- 
gotten, and all three were back in London. 

After dinner they drove out to the park, whidi is a 
very lovely park, with ornamental water and valleys and 
cascades and hanging woods ; there was a little moon, 
but not much, and the skies were brilliant, and the fire- 
flies illuminated the shrubs with myriads of tiny electric 
sparks. But they noticed nothing, for two had been 
out of London for two years and one for eighteen 
months, and they all three thirsted for the old talk. 

* Gilbert,' said Dorabyn, when they alighted at the 
hotel, *you have been talking quite in the old way. 
You forget the Community very easily. If you were 
never to go back there any more '* 

* I forget everything with you, Dorabyn — except one 
thing, and that is always with me, day and night, 
wherever I go.' 

He meant Cicely, not the unspeakable Man. 

In the evening, when he climbed the stairs at about 
eleven, he heard the Man moving about the room. 
What was he doing? At least he was keeping his 
promise not to venture into Aldermanbury even at night. 



CHAPTER VII. 

PBOPOS D^AMOUB. 

* Cicely ' — ^it was in the early morning before breakfast, 
the morning after the talk with Dorabyn, and they 
stood among the flowers — * I want to talk very seriously 
to you.' 

*I like you best when you talk seriously, Gilbert, 
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thfPUgh it is very pleasant to listen while you talk about 
men and women as if you meant something else.' 

* You must talk seriously too, my dear Cicely — very 
seriously .' He took her hand and held it lightly. To 
take a girPs hand and to press it softly but firmly is 
accepted all the world over as an assm^ance of love. 
Everybody knows so much of the language of love. 
But when you keep hold of her fingers lightly without 
pressure, it is a token, or a reminder, of ownership : of 
chains and bonds. I believe every girl undei-stand^ this 
symbol ; and most girls prefer it to the former. 

* I want to talk seriously, then, about ourselves, my 
dear. First of all, you know that I love you. Cicely.' 

' Oh ! yes.' Three weeks before she would have repUed 
with a childish look of innocence in her eyes. Of course 
she loved him. Now, she had advanced so far under his 
tuition that she blushed when she made this confession. 

* Then, dear, we must understand what love demands, 
in oiu: own case. You know that when two people Uke 
ourselves love each other — ^I mean two people like you 
and me, not two people Uke the Master and you, who 
also love each other — they want to marry : that is to 
say, to be together constantly as your father and mother 
are together — ^perhaps, like thojse to whom is granted 
the perfiect love, to be together and never tire of each 
other, not only in this world, but also in worlds to 
come. I speak, my dear, as you believe.' 

* Those who love each other, Gilbert, never ceeise to 
love — oh ! never — never — ^never.' 

* Wisest and sweetest ! never — never — never.' He 
kissed her white forehead. *Now, my dear, what I 
want to say, very seriously indeed, is this. If that 
message of yoiu: mother's proves true "* 

*It must prove true. My mother could not — oh! 
she could not — at her levels it would be impossible — 
she could not send a message if it was not true. You 
may depend perfectly — ^perfectly — Gilbert, on what she 
said.' 
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^ Then, my sweet mistress, on and after Saturday next 
I shall be free to leave the House.' 
*Leave the House? Oh ! Gilbert V 

* Yes. Leave the House, my dear. But don't look 
dismayed. Don't think I shall leave it without you. 
I am going to take you away with me. I am going 
to take you with me right away into that mysterious 
abyss which you call Outside.' 

She shuddered. * Will my mother let me go P 
Gilbert received the question quite gravely, and 
answered as if her mother were still living. * Cicely 
dear, your mother has had every opportunity, for a 
month past, of observing that I have been diligently 
endeavouring to steal away her daughter's heart, if 
she had objected, she would have interfered and stopped 
it, somehow, long before this. But she has not. On 
the contrary, she has sent me messa^, through you, 
and through the Master as well. Sne has shown an 
interest in me from the beginning. I think, my dear, 
that since she has herself been perfectly happy in her 
love, she desires you, too, to possess and to impart that 
blessing. Sure I am that there can be no greater 
happiness for me, my dear, than your love.' 

* I think she loves you, too, Gilbert. But to leave 
the House — and the Master — and the brothers and 
sbters P 

* You will leave it with me, not alone, my dear. I 
know Outside pretty well. I can promise that you will 
very soon find life there infinitely more attractive than 
life here. There is so much to ao and to observe. At 
first you will find everything new and strange. And 
you will also find, among ^e people you will know, 
most things with the prettiest possible covering, lid, 
casing, dr^, or external wrapper, so that at first you 
will be quite delighted with all that you see. After- 
wards you will naturally cease to be quite so much 
pleased with things. You will find, here and there, I 
am afraid, pretence and assurance.' 



Digitized by 



Google 



PROPOS D'AMOUR • 166 

* But in Outside they cannot meditate. The Master 
says that there is no Meditation anywhere in the world 
except in this place.^ 

* You shall go to your mother for direction. As for 

irour Meditation, I confess I doubt its value even in the 
ife that the Master desires. However, I should think 
that to go into yoiu: own room and to lock the door 
would be quite easy anywhere in the world. It is, 
true, however, that people Outside do not as a rule 
meditate — as Sister Eupnemia says — ^worth a cent.' 

' Without Meditation how can one rise ?' 

*You ask more than I can tell you. Cicely, my 
child, I am one of the world : I have always lived in 
the world. I have hitherto cared no more about what 
you call Elevation than the rest of the world. But I 
should say from observation, that methods of Elevation, 
that is, of attaining to a Ugher level of the mind and 
the soul, should be as easily learned in the world as 
here.' 

^ How should I learn them ? 

He shifted the responsibility once more. 

^ Again, if you still, after some experience of the 
world, desire them, ask your mother.' 

She was silent. To leave the House ! It frightened 
her. To go into the ramng, roaring, noi^Outeide, of 
which they spoke with a Kind of terror ! The thought 
made her shiver. But that Gilbert should go away 
without her ! That would be worse. 

*I shall take you with me, my dear,' he went on, 
reading her thoughts, *this very day to a friend, an 
old friend of mine, who is staying at a hotel at Alder- 
manbury. She will tell you that it is not so very 
dreadful a thing to live in the world. I do not think 
she ever meditates, but it would be difficult to find a 
woman of a nobler nature than this friend of mine. 
She has promised to interest herself in you. We will 
go over in the afternoon — ^to-day — ^we can easily go 
mere and get back in time for your Meditation.' 
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Man proposes — ^but the event is not always exactly 
what he designs. You shall see what happened as 
regards this proposed visit to Dorabyn. 

* And now let us sit down, my dear, and talk about 
the world/ 

They sat down on the bench occupied by Brother 
Charles in the hours of Recreation ; it was close to the 
flower-bed which marked the ffrave of Sister Alice. 
Gilbert laid his hand on the girrs waist and began to 
talk. 

* I mean to take you away with me when this business 
of mine is over,^ Gilbert went on. * I have arranged it all 
in my own mind. Dorabyn — my old friend — ^will receive 
you, I am sure. I shall take you to England, where I 
have a house. It is not a large house, my child, because 
I am not what they call a very rich man : but it is a 
pretty house and an old house. Part of it was built 
in tlie reign of Henry the Eighth : there are ghosts 
in it and secret chambers : there are gardens round it, 
and a Park and the ruins of an old Abbey : outside the 
Park there is a village diurch and a churchyard full of 
solemn trees. Swallows fly about the diurchyard ; rooks 
caw in the branches : it is one of the oldest and most 
venerable churches in the country: there are cottages 
with thatched roofs and green palings : there are cottage 
folk, soft-mannered, respectful — you will love them. 
Cicely : not far ofl^ there are other houses, where you 
will 6nd certain gentlewomen who will welcome you for 
my sake first, and your own next ; they are soft of voice 
and of manners : they are kind and grsifious : you will 
love them and they will love you. My dear, I promise 
that you shall find the place full of love — ^far, mr more 
full of love, believe me, than you will ever find hare. 
Such love as you desire — ^which is your very breath — 
you can only find among gentlefolk.** 

* Gilbert, why do you think so much of gentlefolk ? 
Here we have no such thing.' 

* Apart from the Master, who has been made a g^itle- 
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man by your mother, and you, dear child, we have not, 
indeed/ 

* But how will these kind ladies receive one who is not 
one of themselves — a gentlewoman, as you call it T 

*You are one of memselves, my dear. They will 
never entertain the slightest doubt upon that subject. 
Your fece, your manner, yoiu: voice — everything pro- 
dfidms that fact aloud.^ 

She sighed. * I am afraid,' she said. * I am sure that 
I do not know their manners or their speech. Gilbert, 
it terrifies me more than I can tell you to think of going 
among all these strangers.' 

* You will learn all there is to learn very soon. And 
you need not be frightened in the least. In this village, 
among these quiet, kindly folk, you will learn certain 
little differences in a very short time. My dear, our 
farms and gardens are far more beautiful than these. 
You will find among these people a far more beautiful 
life than this of the Community. Here you have no 
village church and no churchyard : no beautiful service 
of rich and poor, old and young, all together : no refined 
and gracious ladies. You will grow, my dear : you will 
put on new ideas, just as you will put on dresses far more 
oeautiful than this. ' 

^ Oh, Gilbert ! you make my heart beat. But I am 
afraid.' 

* You will change through and through : you will 
learn that you belong to the past in a way you have 
never before understood ; that you do not stand alone 
in the imiverse, that you are one of an infinite multi- 
tude '' 8e stopped, for she was no longer listening. 

Her eyes were again far away. Her face was white, her 
breathing was suspended. He was not in the least 
alarmed or anxious. She was again in a trance or 
catalepsy. He Icdd his arm about her waist to keep her 
from tailing, and sat patiently waiting her return. 

He waited ten minutes: then her lips parted: her 
colour returned: she opened her eyes. * Gilbert,' she 
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said, ^you were talking about things which I could not 
understand — about villages and churchyards. Do not 
tell me too much. Let me learn everything gradually. 
I get frightened when you talk about what is coming. 
And then my mother called me. She is always watching 
over me, you know.' 

* Yes, 1 know. That is — but what did she say ? 

^ She kissed me, and told me to follow my heart, and 
be happy.' 

* And that, dear Qcely ? 

She moved towards him, and lo ( it was heart to heart 
and lip to lip. 



CHAPTER VHL 

CRmCISM. 

The Committee of the Community sat in deUberation in 
the Common Hall, which was at once refectory, chapter- 
house, calefactory, chapel, and place of Meditation. 

The Committee did not meet to consider the affairs 
of the Community. These were all in the Master's 
hands; he kept complete control of the business side 
of the Society ; nobody knew, nobody asked, what was 
its income and what were its resources ; sufficient for the 
members to know that the three square meals suffered 
no diminution in quantity. Who would confuse the 
finer Darts of the brain, those which go to Meditation, 
in order to study finance ? Fortunately, as is generally 
the case with a successful founder, the Master was as 
good in administration as in Meditation. 

Nor did the Committee meet for the passing of new 
laws or the alteration of old ones. There were no laws 
except the simple routine of Fatigue and Repose, Re- 
storation and Meditation ; every day was like its prede- 
cessor, save for the change of season ; summer followed 
spring, autumn followed summer, wint^ followed autumn. 

lere was no first day or Simday, no seventh day or 
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Sabbath, no saint^s day, holy day, commemoraticm day, 
or anything but the same day with the same routine. 
Nothing, in fact, to disturb the mind or to hinder 
Meditation. 

The Committee, whenever it was called together, 
which was a very i-are event, met to deliberate on the 
conduct of a member, and especially on that part of his 
conduct which might affect the others. The delibera- 
tions were carried on in the presence of the member 
concerned, who was thus * criticised^ to his face. He 
was invit^ to attend and to stand at the end of a long 
table, while a frank and completely outspoken criticism 
of his behaviour, his discourse, ana the general conduct 
of his own life was carried on before him. This criticism 
of a member was an ideal arrangement made by the 
Master at the outset. You shall see, immediately, how 
well it worked. The leading thought in the establish- 
ment of the institution was that, in a spirit of love and 
faithfulness, a brother might be openly admonished of 
his faults, and so gently and lovingly led back to the 
better way. Like other ideal institutions, it was not 
always carried out quite in the spirit intended. Indeed, 
for some reason or other, the one thing which the 
members most feared was criticism. It is strange, for, 
if you think of it, how beautifully we should all behave 
if we were faithfully admonished of our faults ! The 
members, indeed, Uved in daily terror of being criticised. 
Perhaps the critics were too mithful. In other depart- 
ments of human activity the too faithful critic is not 
popular. Again, if you think of it, the man who aims 
at such a tremendous «tchievement as the Higher Life — 
the hfe of the next world, or even the next after that — 
ought surely to welcome a frank, outspoken, plain, un- 
varnished accouht of how his conduct appears to his 
brother members. Nothing shoidd be more helpful. 
Yet, for some reason, nothing was more dreaded by 
the members. The sisters went to be criticised with 
trembling limbs, and retiuned with cheeks aflame. 
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The brothers obeyed the summons with temper, and 
sometimes came away in a ra^ so blind that they had 
actually been known to leave the Community. Yet, 
surely, the Master was right. One cannot imagine a 
more eflFective weapon in the cause of righteousness than 
the candid criticism of one's own loving brothers and 
gentle sisters. Perhaps, if the subject of discussion were 
allowed to take chloroform or ether or some other anaes- 
thetic, the institution would be more popular. 

The Committee of the Community was a body of 
twelve, the Founder being President. They filled up 
death vacancies by themselves ; the Community had 
no vote in the election. Since the only function of 
the Committee was to criticise, it will be understood 
that they were great sticklers for the Rule. Fortu- 
nately it was a simple Rule, because the Committee 
were like the Pharisees for dividing the word. The 
body consisted of women as well as of men ; they all 
belonged to the same class, that of the imperfectly 
educated; and they all entertained the same narrow 
religion, tempered by the revelations expected by him 
who Meditates. 

* I suppose,' said the Master, with a sigh, * that, as 
we have criticism to pronoimce upon Brother Gilbert 
and Sister Cicely, we must have them both before us.' 

* Both,' replied the Committee unanimously. 

'But separately; not together,' said Sister Phoebe, 
who was on the Committee. 

' I confess,' said the Master, * that in the case of our 
young Sister Cicely, I would rather that she were 
placed in the hands of an elder member — say myself 
— ^for private criticism. She is young, she is inex- 
perienced ^' 

* She must be made to understand,' interrupted Sister 
Phoebe quickly. * She cannot understand too early.' 

The Master sighed again. He would have saved the 
child if he could. ' Call Sister Cicely, then,' he ordered. 
' Let us criticise the child in all tenderness. Remember, 
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^ {s young; she is used to nothing but kindness; 
she is a daughter of the House; and her father was 
my first follower.' 

* In tenderness,' said Sister Phoebe firmly. * But in 
truth, always in truth, which is in love. Cicely's soul 
must be oiu: consideration, until she makes it her own.' 

The Committee murmured assent. Zeal for other 
people's souls was always a marked feature in the 
Committee. The Master looked round the table. He 
sighed ; the words were his own words ; he would have 
saved the child ; but he said no more. 

Of course one associates the criticising of Gilbert 
and Cicely with that evidence of the Single Attach- 
ment discovered by Sister Phoebe. It was only the 
last drop that caused the cup of toleration to overflow. 
For a whole month it was evident to the Community 
that these two openly and shamelessly sought each 
other, walked together, and tajiked together. What 
did they talk about ? Subjects connected with Medita- 
tion and the Things Unutterable which nobody could 
remember? The Community feared not. 

In fact, the daily conversation had drifted more and 
more away from the Commimity and into the wicked 
world, of which Cicely had now learned far more than 
she had ever imagined, insomuch that, like Eve, she 
was growing curious and wanted to learn a great deal 
more. So they talked while they worked in the garden, 
and they talked at meals, despite the presence of the 
Man of Marble, and they talked at Recreation, and 
the Community looked on and marvelled; and some 
were indignant, and some were jealous. 

Cicely was in the garden tying up and weeding, 
as usued. She was quite happy ; she was singing over 
her work — a. song without woras, a blithe song like the 
song of the lark, which she had never heard ; yet not 
a loud sonff, lest some of the brethren might be dis- 
turbed; and while she sang she kept thinking about 
Gilbert — she thought about him all day long — and 
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about what she could do for him to assist his spiritual 
advance, which was deplorably slow. Not once had 
he succeeded in getting into Meditation. And she had 
before her that vision of Outside. 

Then there came to her one of the brothers. 

^Sister,** he said, *the Committee are in meeting. 
They have to speak to you. Come with me.** 

Sne turned pale ana her heart became as heavy as 
lead. She knew — who did not? — ^the trials of a 
Criticism : not that she had yet passed through the 
ordeal, but others had, and talked. Members had been 
known to run away rather than face a Criticism. 
Besides, what were they going to talk about? The 
Single Attachment? She blushed a rosy red, and 
agam she turned pale. ^ Come,** said the brother. Her 
colour came and went. She stood still, staring. * Come,' 
said the brother. 

She entered the Hall, bare-headed, carrying her hat. 
She stood at the end of the lone table at which the 
Committee were assembled. She Knew too well — ^this 
guilty criminal — ^that the criticism would turn upon 
Single Attachments. So that her cheek flamed and 
her lips quivered. The ceremony was exactly as if a 
penitent should kneel in silence before a com]>any of 
priests, who should turn and turn about, recite and 
confess openly all that sinner'^s sinful deeds and all her 
sinful thoughts. It was as if the Father Confessor 
should confess in the name of the penitent. 

* Sister Cicely,'* the Master began, and paused. 

Cicely liffced her head and looked round the table. 
There were but two faces which showed any sign of 
kindness or of sympathy. One was the face of the 
venerable Master. His patriarchal appearance con- 
veyed an assurance of kindness; his long white hair, 
his benevolent face, his soft and gentle voice, soothed 
the fears of the girl. The other face was that of the 
little lady whose past Gilbert had restored to her. 
The rest might have been members of the Grand 
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Inquisition, so hard and pitiless and determined were 
they. 

* Sister Cicely,' the President repeated; ^trom time 
to time it is tne godly custom of this House for the 
Committee, which is tne body of Presbyters, I myself 
being the Overseer, President, Bishop, or Master, to 
call before them any of the brothers who may be 
exposed to special temptation, who may be falling into 
danger, who may be neglecting the one important 
object of human life ; and, in a spirit of love, to point 
out their faults or dangers, and to lead that brother 
or sister back into the way of the Sinless Life. You 
are, very specially. Sister Cicely, a daughter of the 
House you were bom among us, you have never been 
outside the House; so far as it is permitted to love 
one more than another you are very dear to me ; your 
father was my earliest mend, he and I were the first 
members of this Community, which has since been 
abundantly blessed — ^yea, blessings fall thickly on our 
heads. Therefore, sister, we are, if one may say so, 
more than commonly concerned for the state of your 
sold. You have never known any of the temptations 
of the outer world ; you should indeed be already well 
advanced, considering yoiu: advantages, in the Way 
of Perfection. Yet I hear, sorrowmlly, of dangers. 
Remember, child, that he who does not advance, recedes. 
We must still press onward. Receive, therefore, dear 
sister, the admonition of your brethren and yoiu: sisters 
in the spirit of submissive love and Christian meekness."* 

* I have observed for some time,^ said an old man, 
with a harsh and grating voice, * too much attention 
to the decoration of her person in our sister. She 
must be continually washing her hands and brushing 
her hair and keeping her dress clean. What matters 
a little dirt if the soul is right ?' 

* I have observed,' said another grimly, after a pause, 
* that Sister Cicely is too fond of singing. She constantly 
sings at her work when she ought to be meditating.' 
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* I have observed,^ said a third, after another pause, 
Hhat of late she frequently laughs in her conversa- 
tion. There should be nothing in the Community to 
laugh at."* 

Cicely, her hands folded, made no reply whatever. 

*She seems,' said an old woman critically, * not to 
care any longer for the things of the Community — our 
blessings of the Common Life. She is languid in her 
intercourse with the members."* 

* She chooses and selects her companions,' said another 
woman, * as if one were better or more desirable than 
another in the Community.' 

* You hear, Sister Cicely,' said the Priesident, looking 
nervously at Sister Phoebe. * Perhaps we have said 
enough. Remember that there must be no selection or 
comparison among us. We are all brothers and sisters, 
with the same hopes and the same dangers. No selec- 
tions, sister.' 

* There is more than selection,' said Sister Phoebe, 
who had hitherto only nodded her head. *I have 
myself observed, for some time, the growth of a Single 
Attachment — an attachment towards the English 
brother, Gilbert. I have watched you. Sister Cicely, 
with this brother, who is less to be blamed than you, 
because he has not yet acquired the spirit of our Rule 
— a spirit which forbids earthly love even in those who 
marry by command and permission of the House. You 
know this prohibition ; it is our most distinctive teach- 
ing that we are not to imperil our souls by the selfish 
passion of love.' 

* You know this teaching. Cicely,' said the Master. 
Cicely made no reply. 

Sister Phoebe went on, acquiring fresh vigour as she 
proceeded. * You have singled out this brother. You 
walk with him, you meet him every afternoon in the 
garden, you sit beside him and talk. I have listened to 
yoiu: talk : it is about books — ^worldly books ; poetry — 
what has worldly poetry to do for the soul except to 
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drag it down? And about Outside you listen with 
guilty pleasure ; nay, I know not what ne has told you, 
this brother who was once a rich young Englishman — 
that is, a profligate, whose life cannot oe described by 
virtuous lips.' 

She paused. Cicely made no reply, but the flush on 
her face continued. 

Sister Phoebe went on. 

* You whisper together ; you take no pleasure in the 
society of the others ; you no longer converse with the 
sisters ; you stop in your work to uiink about him.' 

Still Cicely made no answer. 

* There is worse to follow."* Sister Phoebe looked 
round the room so as to collect and concentrate all 
thoughts on this one fact. * Much worse. I have seen 
him kiss her ! I have seen him kiss — ^her — ^head f 

The Committee murmured and shook their assembled 
heads, all but the little lady, who blushed and smiled. 

* For my own part, I have not witnessed any kissing,' 
said the ancient brother with the harsh voice, * but I 
have observed other signs of this Single Attachment. 
When such an attachment is formed there can be no 
longer any Meditation. This couple would separate 
themselves from us : they would like to live apart. Our 
ways and manners have ceased to be good enough for 
them.' 

^ She follows him about with her eyes,' Sister Phoebe 
continued. *She draws him on. She is much worse 
than the other.' 

* And he leans over her as if he wanted to put his 
arms round her,' added another member. 

^ It is her artfulness,' said Sister Phoebe. ^ K she did 
not encom-age him "" 

* Enough,' interrupted the Master. * Have you any- 
thing to say, Sister Cicely .?' 

* It is quite true ' — Cicely drew herself up and faced 
her critics boldly — *that I take great pleasure in the 
conversation of Brother Gilbert.' 
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* Why !' cried Sister Phoebe, who was by far the most 
Tenomous of them all : ' she confesses it ! She actually 
glories in her guilt !' 

^ There is no guilt,' Cicely replied quickly, ^ in listen- 
ing to the woitis of a well instructed man who fills 
one with new ideas. He has taught me things that 
I could never learn anywhere else. Ignorance is not 
spiritual elevation. I luiow so much.** 

^Knowledge of evil,' said the Master, *i8 always 
dangerous. You have been brought up in ignorance 
of evil, sister. I hoped that you would always con- 
tinue in ignorance. Knowledge of the world is know- 
ledge of evil, and evil easily assumes the guise of good. 
Talk to him no more, my child, of Outside, or of any- 
thing beyond the daily life of the Community. But 
you are accused not so much of convei*sation with him 
— ^he shall be admonished on that point — as of forming 
a Single Attachment to him. Tell me if that is true.' 

The girl hesitated. But the truth had to be told. 

* It is true,' she said. 

The Committee groaned. It was a hollow, melancholy 
groan. 

^ Such an Attachment, dear sister,' the Master con- 
tinued, but very gently, * is dangerous in the extreme 
both to the Community and to yourself. It must be 
broken down, trodden under foot, resolutely put away 
out of your mind as an unclean thing. It is both selfish 
and sinful — though a selfish soid can never be free from 
sin. It is selfish because it draws away your thoughts 
from others and concentrates them upon yourself and 
upon him ; so that, after the way of the world, there is 
nothing to be thought of in the whole world, by you 
and by him, but yourselves. Where are your sacred 
thoughts and holy meditations? Dispelled; driven 
away by this blind and unholy passion. Where is the 
way or perfection ? It is lost. And it is a sinful 
passion because it causes you to neglect your duties 
towards the Community. Why do we live together? 



Digitized by 



Google 



CRITICISM 177 

In order that we may work each for the other. Why 
do we work each for the other? Because we would 
cause every one to walk in the way without cares and 
anxieties of this world : because we will not allow any 
thoughts or hope of personal gain or profit to interfere 
with our meditations. You break in upon this rule ; 
you substitute thought and work for one — ^in place of 
thought and work for the Community.' 

Then Cicely spoke — and she spoke with passion, and 
rebelliously. 

* Since I have conversed with Brother Gilbert my 
thoughts have been on a higher level than they ever 
reached before. I have cast away my old selfishness. I 
have prayed for him, instead of myself, night and day. 
I am far holier of heart since I ceased to think about 
my own soul and have begun to think of his. It is 
better to think for another than for yourself. I shall 
continue to think for him.' 

Sister Phoebe shrieked. ^ This is rebellion,' she said. 
* Shall we suffer a rebel to remain with us ? 

The Master held up his hand. * Listen, child,' he 
said. * We cannot suffer you, our dear one, the daugh- 
ter of my friend, to become a castaway. We might 
expel you from the Community, but that would be your 
destruction and our great pain and grief. We will 
save you, dear child, from yoiu^elf — even against your 
own will we will save you, by the wholesome order and 
discipline of the House. We shall break up this 
Attachment for you ; we shall substitute another of a 
less destructive kind. Unhappy girl! Your medita- 
tions are no longer for yourseli, out for another. What 
will it profit you if his soul be saved while yours is lost? 
For we are alone — each of us is alone in the world. We 
may support each other a little, and help each other a 
little. But each of us is alone. You must renounce, 
dear child, this Single Attachment.' 

Cicely shook her head. 

^ There is but one certain way to break it up. For 
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the sake of your highest interests^ we have resolved on 
adopting that way. We shall give you to another man 
in marriage/ 

To another man ! Cicely caught hold of the table. 
Things became dim : she was like one who has received 
a violent blow. She staggered and reeled. 

* Give her a minute,' cried the little old lady whose 

East was so hard to foi^t. She jumped up and ran to 
old her. ^ Dotft firi^ten the child. Goodness ! This 
comes of a committee with no knowledge. What do 
you know ** — she addressed the Master — * about a young 
girPs heart ? Courage, my pretty ! perhaps it wotft he 
so bad, after all. Not one among you all, except me, 
who knows what is meant by love. Another man ! 
Oh ! dear Lord ! another man ? 

Cicely recovered. She stood upright again, though 
the sympathetic sister held her by the waist. 

*We are too sudden for you, dear child,' said the 
Mast^ kindly. * Believe me, it is for your good — ^your 
highest good. We shall give you in marriage to Brother 
Sifes here, who is willing, for his own Elevation, to take 
a wife.' 

Brother Silas, to show his willingness in the matter 
of self-sacrifice, grinned from ear to ear. Cicely looked 
at him stupidly : she did not understand— except that 
she was to be separated from Gilbert. 

* And now, dear sister,' said the Master, * you have 
heard as much as is good for you. We want no more 
criticism, which may become a mischievous carping, 
unless restrained.' He looked at Sister Phoebe. *Go 
now, and reflect on the selfishn«» and the dangers of 
the Single Attachment.' 

* Not back to the garden,' cried SistCT Rboebe. * She 
will only meet the man there and make things worse.' 

* I thmk, dear child,' the Master added, * that we can 
excuse you from work for a day or two while ^ 

' In her own room,' cried Sister Phoebe. 

^In the seclusion of your own chamber while you 
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consider alone the things that have been said to you 
this day.' 

Cicely obeyed. She walked with hanging head and 
flaming cheeks and flashing eyes to the door of the 
women's wing, and disappeared. 

They were very wrong. They should have married 
her there and then, before she knew what resistance 
meant. Th^ let her go. At least those flaming 
cheeks and flashing eyes betokened a stormy honey- 
moon for Brother Silas. They let her go. The con- 
sequences to the bridegroom elect, as you will hear 
immediately, were disastrous indeed. 



CaaAPTER IX. 

XJEVOLT. 

* Call Brother Gilbert,' said the Master. 

^And what may the Committee want with me?' 
asked Gilbert. 

* YouVe got to come,' replied the Summoner. 

^ They're going to criticise you,' said one of his fellow- 
gardeners, with the ready smile of pleasing anticipation 
with which one greets a person about to sufier. All 
those who have been publicly flogged, tortured, beheaded, 
or hanged will remember the universal smile which greeted 
the patient on his appearance. * They will criticise you,' 
he said, * for the good of your Elevation.' 

* They will tell you your faults,' said another, 

* Things you never suspected,' said a third. ^Ahf 
with a long-drawn breath : only to think of the rage 
which would presently fill the soul of the suflerer ! 

Gilbert rolled down his sleeves — ask not what was 
his occupation — put on his coat and obeyed the summons. 
The other men looked after him. 
^ Not before 'twas time,' said the first gardener. ^ Light 
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conversation,^ said the second. *He laughs,^ said the 
third. ^ He talks,** said the first — ^there were three only. 
* With Sister Cicely,^ said the second. * They should 
both be watched,^ said the third. And so on, because 
criticism is the universal solvent ; it loosens all tongues 
and stimulates the dullest imagination ; even criticism 
of this kind, which is perilously nigh to scandal. 

The Master opened the proceedings with much the 
same kind of general introduction as he had used for 
the offending sister. Gilbert stood at the end of the 
table listening with outward respect. 

* Therefore,' the Master concluded, ^vou will learn 
from what is said the judgment that is passed upon 
you by your brethren of this nousehold and their opinion 
of your conduct. Remember that even if the judgment 
seems harsh it has been formed and will be uttered in 
the spirit of love.** 

Gilbert bowed. * In the spirit of love,' he repeated. 
Then he looked about him, found a chair, and sat down 
in easy attitude to receive what would be offered. There 
was no heightened colour or any appearance of terror 
or uneasiness whatever. 

* It is customary,' said one of them timidly, * to stand 
in the presence of the Committee.' 

*I prefer to sit,' said Gilbert. *The spirit of the 
Community is equality. Therefore, in a spirit of love, 
I take a chair.' 

They looked at the Master, who passed over the 
incident. 

* I have observed,' said the elderly brother with the 
rasping voice, opening the ball, * tliat Brother Gilbert 
gives himself airs. He looks as if he were superior 
to us.' 

Gilbert bowed. * Thank you,' he said. * Next !' 

*I have observed,' said another, Hhat he is dainty 

about his food; he has also been heard to find fault 

with the way in which some members take their food, 

as if the Higher I^ife cpv^d be troubled about; holding 
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the knife and fork. And he has frequently complained 
that the steaks were tough.' 

^Excuse me for interrupting,' said Gilbert. *Do I 
understand that the Higher Life requires toughness in 
the steak ? 

The critic grew red and rather angry. 

*The question is flippant,' he said. ^The point of 
my observation is the daintiness of Brother Gilbert.' 

Gilbert bowed again. * Thank you,' he said. 

* I have observed,' said a third, ^ that Brother Gilbert 
has refused the cofiee on the ground that it was mud.' 

* Black mud,' Gilbert corrected him. * It is quite true. 
Cofiee ought not to be black mud.' 

^ And I,' said a fourth, * have seen him turn up his 
nose because the sausages were fat.' 

^ These observations,' said Gilbert, ^ are, I submit to 
this collective wisdom, wide of the mark. None of 
these things afiect the spiritual condition as to which 
you are so tender. A man who is accustomed to food 
properly dressed is hindered by being invited to eat such 
things as are too often placed upon your table. If you 
have nothing of any greater importance than this I snail 
retire, and continue to state the fact when the coflFee is 
black mud.' 

He rose and looked round the table. Seeing another 
member about to speak, he sat down again. 

* I have also observed,' said that other member, * that 
our brother is a respecter of persons.' 

^ Which means, I suppose,' Gilbert replied, * that I do 
not like the society of certain somewhat coarse members 
of the Community. Do you wish that they should drag 
all down to their own level ? 

^ I have observed,' said another, ^ hardness of heart. 
He does not keep himself open to the influences which 
we ofier him. He has never been observed to meditate.' 

^ I have remarked,' said another, ^ that in his discourse 
he is proud and particular, and that he uses words and 
sayings which some of us do not understand. This 



Digitized by 



Google 



182 THE CITY OF REFUGE 

confuses us. And sometimes he speaks as a mocker, 
meaning the opposite to what he says.' 

Then there was silence for a space. Gilbert looked 
round coldly. * Anything more ?* he asked. 

Sister Phoebe here br^e in. * Oh ! there is a great 
deal more — a great deal more : these things are but a 
beginning ; there is a great deal more. I have observed 
that Brother Gilbert has for some time fallen into a 
Single Attachment."* 

Gilbert smiled. *Ohr he said, *you have observed 
that, have you ? I thought we should come to it, after 
these preliminaries. Very well. I understand, Master, 
that I have given offence to some by making remarks 
when the food was coarse and unfit to be placed upon 
the table. Will you inform me if there is anythinff 
contrary to the spirit of the Commimi^ in this kind 
of complaint ? If so, I will in future refrain.** 

^ All depends upon the spirit and the manner. K in 
your remarks you did not intend any reflection upon the 
members ^ 

^ Of course not. Why should I reflect upon them ? 
If th^ like black mud they may. Then it appears 
that 1 do not talk quite in the way customary to the 
members. The manner of talk will change insensibly, 
no doubt. And some members think that I rive myself 
airs. Now, I would advise any such member to re- 
member yoiu- own teaching and to confine his thoughts 
to his own solitary, individual soul. Then he will cease 
to notice my airs. So much for the preliminaries. 
Now, if you please. Master, we will take the next point 
of this meeting.** He addressed the Master, but he 
looked at Phoebe, who took the cudgels vigorously. 

^ He occupies himself all day long with Sister Cicely. 
He sits next her at meals; he works with her in tne 
garden ; he talks with her all Recreation ; he laughs 
with her and makes her laugh even at Restoration; 
and I saw him, yesterday, as I have told you already, 
kiss her head.** 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 
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The stars indicate the Master's harangue which 
followed. With a few alterations, rrvutcitis mutandis^ it 
was exactly the same as that which had been delivered 
for the benefit of the other sinner. 

* Therefore,' the Master concluded, *for the sake of 
our highest interests we must exclude from the Com- 
munity all these Single Attachments, with the un- 
controlled passions, wild wraths, and fierce jealousies 
which disturb and drag down the souls of Outside. 
We have taken such measures as will effectually remove 
the object of your misplaced affection and place it 
altogetner beyond your reach.' 

*What have you done with that child P Gilbert 
sprang to his feet and glared about the room. 

* We are going to marry her.** 

*To marry her? Marry her? Think what you are 
doing. There is not one in this Community who is fit 
to marry her — ^no one who can stand beside her even in 
the gifts you desire. K you give her to one of your 
rustics and boors, you will destroy her.' 

* We have considered,' S€dd the Master coldly, * what 
will be best for her welfare. And we shall marry her. 
In the Community we allow marriages, provided they 
are not accompanied and made hurtml by the presence 
of Love. A calm, meditative union, which, eJthough 
each stands consciously apart from the other, and alone 
in the universe, may be helpful. Therefore we are going 
to marry Sister Cicely to Brother Silas here.' 

* Silas ? Gilbert looked down upon the bridegroom 
elect with withering disgust. * You would marry that 
girl — Cicely — to this clumsy boor ? Silas stood up and 
opened his mouth to speak, but could find no words, 
and sat down again, confused and angry. ^Do you 
know — can you imagine-^-what that means? Grood 
God ! Are you human creatures ? 

* I said he was a respecter of persons,' observed the 
member of the Committee who had made that original 
discovery. 
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* Master,^ repeated Gilbert, ^ you cannot possibly mean 
to give this delicate, high-strung creature, your own child 
— almost yoiu: own daughter — ^to that boor? It is d^ra- 
dation. It is more. You — ^you who love her— can you 
mean it ? 

* We have considered the matter,^ the Master repUed, 
with a certain sadness. ^ There is no passion of single 
love in the case. We are destroying that passion out 
of the love we all bear to her. You do not understand 
— ^you are still full of the prejudices of Outside.** 

* It is you who do not understand. Marriage for such 
a girl as Cicely, without love, would be degradation 
certain and fatal.^ 

* Enough about Cicely,^ said the Master. * The whole 
spirit of tiie Community is concerned with this marriage. 
Now for yourself. You also, it is clear, are prone to 
Single Attachments. You also must be treated in the 
same way.' 

^ Why, you are not going to marry me ? He laughed 
aloud. 

* We are. Sister Phoebe consents to take you.' 

^ Oh ! Lord !' There was a world of meaning in the 
interjection. And he laughed again. The Committee 
looked on in wonder. The young man was capable of 
laughing at anvthing. 

^ Sister Phoebe is a maiden of great spiritual riches : 
one who will not expect any wasting of the soul in 
foolish fondness. Yours will be eminently a spiritual 
marriage, with no love either in the past or in the 
present. In your wife you will have a friend who will 
watch over you with the care of one farther advanced 
than yourself.' 

*And this paragon is Sister Phoebe — ^this Sister 
Phoebe — ^this identiod Phoebe ?' 

They were mocking words; everybody tmderstood 
so much. 

*Your wife,' the Master repeated, ^will be Sister 
Phoebe, who consents to take you as her husl»and«' 
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* Oh !' GUbert faced the bride elect. * It is as well 
to understand quite clearly what you mean, Master. 
You have never yet been married, I believe. It is a 
thousand pities. Yoiu: character wants just that one 
touch of numan sympathy which comes of experience 
in love. There was a cardinal of the Romish Church ; 
he had once been married: he was unlike any other 
priest ever known ; he was the most human of creatures 
because, like yourself, he lived consistently with his 
creed, and, unlike yourself, he knew the meaning of 
love. Tell me agam, Master, do you seriously order 
Cicely to marry this man, and me to marry this 
woman ? 

* Since it is the only way to break down this Single 
Attachment, I do.' 

Gilbert turned again to Phoebe. She was always 
hard-featured ; this morning she was harder than ever ; 
her mouth was set and her eyes were resolute. Heavens ! 
what a bride ! What an uncompromising bride ! She 
looked straight before her ; she pretended not to know 
that Gilbert was looking at her ; she said nothing. 

* Sister Phoebe,' said Gilbert : * will you tell me before 
this Committee whether it is your desire to marry me ?' 

* It is,' she replied. 

* And yours, Brother Silas, to marry this poor girl ? 
*Itis.' 

^ Then, Master, I accuse these two persons of Single 
Attachments.' 

^ This is trifling,' said the Master. 

^It is nothing of the kind. I accuse them both 
of Single Attachments. The man has been unable to 
concecu his jealousy ; in his way he loves the girl ; the 
woman has almost in so many words ofiered to marry 
me. A Single Attachment which is not returned is, 
I submit, even a more fatal disturber of Meditation 
than one which is returned. Do you accept my accusa- 
tion, Master ? If not, you must be prepared for what 
will follow.* 
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A dead silence fell upon the Committee. For there 
was rebellion in that face. 

Then Phcebe turned and looked upon his face. 
There was so much bitterness and loathmg in it that 
the woman, though not given to blushing, changed 
colour ; she started to her rcet ; she opened her mouth 
to speak, but she could not. The rage of the woman 
despised filled her soul ; she sat down again and bent 
her head. Did she console herself with the thought 
that to-morrow he would be hers — ^her very own? 
Alas! There are some things that we never know, 
and among these things is the kind of mairied life 
which Sister Phoebe contemplated in the society of a 
man who was cwable of Single Attachments. 

* Remember, Brother Gilbert,' said the Master, * that 
this criticism has been conducted for your instruction, 
and in a spirit of truth and love. As for your marriage, 
that is ordered for you in the certainty that you will 
thus acquire the help and guidance you need. Sister 
Phoebe is rich in spiritual graces.** 

Gilbert bowed. Then he looked round the Com- 
mittee. 

* If nobody has any further observation to make '' 

Nobody had apparently. 

* Before I go,' Gilbert went on, *I should like to 
point out to you that you must have spent a great deal 
of time, all of you, in watching for, and picking out, 
these various raults and weaknesses. The note, the 
distinguishing feature of this Community is, as the 
Master has insisted upon this morning, the isolation 
of the individual He desires that we should be con- 
centrated and rapt in our own meditations, the presence 
of the others being chiefly helpful in providing for each 
other the necessaries of life, and in the prevention of 
the evils which attend the solitary. Now, instead of 
following out the Master's teaching, you have all been 
diligently spying out the doings ana the ways of two 
of the memoers. I observe, therefore, for my own part, 
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a low spiritual level in all of you which surprises and 

S>ains me. You are not what you pretend to be. As 
or the trifles you have brought forward, I have 
sufficiently replied to them. As to my conversations 
with this girl, it has been to me most instructive to 
study the most piure and innocent soul in this House. 
Tlie only good I have received, as yet, from this 
Commimity has been through her. As for this proposed 
marriage '' 

* Nothing can be permitted on this point," the Master 
interrupted. ^ The thing has been determined by the 
Committee."* 

* Where is Cicely ?' asked Gilbert. * What have you 
done with her r 

^She has been sent to her own room," the Master 
replied. 

' Out of your way," added Sister Phoebe. 

To the amazement of the Committee, Gilbert strode 
straight up the Hall to the door of the women"s wing. 
He dared to invade the privacy of the gynseceum. 
What does the profligacy of tne British nobleman 
respect ? Tliey heard him marching down the corridors ; 
they heard him cry * Cicely ! Cicely !" Tliey heard him 
mounting the stairs . • . and they looked at each other 



Gilbert found the girl in her own room at the tap 
of the house; a Uttle room like his own, furnished 
in exactly the same manner. And at sight of the 
child"s cell, so plain and mean, there fell upon him — 
not for the first time^-an overwhelming pity for one 
who had been brought up with nothing oeautiful or 
graceful or artistic at all about her except the flowers 
m the garden, the blossoms on the trees, and the clouds 
and sunshine of the sky. That so sweet a flower should 
^w up in a cell no better than is given to a prisoner 
in a gaol ! But it was not a time for these rc^^rets. 

Cicely was sitting on her bed with folded hands — 
bewildered — disconsolate — tearful. 
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*0h, Gilbert, Gilbert P She started to her feet 
when he appeared. ^ Save me ! save me ! Oh, I camiot, 
I will not marry that man !' 

* My love ! You shall not,' he murmured, kissing 
her and laying his strong protecting arm about her. 
* I am come to save you. Quick, child ! They may 
offer resistance ; but I do not think they will. Take 
anything you value — ^if there is anything — and come 
with me.' 

In the comer lay a desk of rosewood. Cicely took 
it up. * It was my mother's. It is all I have of hers.' 

Grilbert took it out of her hands. * I will carry it. 
Come, child, you must trust yourself to me. Come, 
put on your hat.' 

She ob^ed. He led her down the stair and back 
into the Hall, where the Committee sat with minds 
astonished. 

* Master,' he said, * Cicely will go with me. She 
will stay with friends of mine until, at least, you have 
retrnned to your senses.' 

Cicely laid her hands upon the Master's shoulders. 

*0h, dear Master!' she said. *0h, kind Master! 
Oh, my friend and protector and the friend of my 
mother. Think of her. Think of my father. Would 
they let me marry Brother Silas ? Oh ! I must leave 
you, but only for a time — only till you tell me that 
I can come back.' 

She kissed his forehead and took Gilbert's hand 
again. 

The Master rose, opened his mouth, looked round 
sadly, and sat down again in silence. 

And the imhappy victims of a Single Attachment 
passed out of the door and through the porch, and 
were heard crunching the gravel without while the 
Committee sat helpless within. 
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CHAPTER X. 

FLIGHT. 

The door slammed after them : it was always made to 
slam — ^it slammed of its own accord for everyone who 
passed through. This time it slammed reproachfully. 
It said to Gilbert: ^I have slammed for the House 
nineteen years and more. I have done my duty by you 
since you have been here. I have taught you to despise 
noise. When you hear the heavy bell of the loco- 
motive, the wmstle of the steamer, the click of the 
electric car, the slamming of other doors, vou will suffer 
nothing, thanks to me. And now I shall slam for you 
no more.** An odd thing to think of, but at supreme 
moments of life we very often turn to trifles. To Cicely 
the door conveyed no such message ; she could think of 
nothing except that she was leaving the Community 
and the Master — ^the place where she discoiursed witn 
her dead mother and recalled the teachings of her dead 
father — ^the place which had been a convent, a seclusion, 
a school, a paradise to her. 

She shrank l)ack in the verandah. 

*0h, Gilbert!** she cried, trembling. *0h! what 
shall I do— Outside ? How can I live there ?' 

^ Trust yourself to me, dear child. Have no fear.^ 
He held her by the hand and gently led her along. 

^ Oh ! to leave the Master ! And the sisters ! And 
my flowers V 

* There are other — and better — sisters waiting for 
you Outside, Cicely. And other — ^perhaps better — 
flowers. Come. Remember that if you stay there is 
Silas for you and Phoebe for me. Because I could not 
go away and leave you here alone. Cicely, you will not 
condemn me to Phoebe ?^ 

He looked so brave and strong, his grasp was so Arm 
and warm, his eyes were so full of tenderness, that 
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Cicely yielded: the woman yielded to the man and 
trusted him, and went out with him into the wide 
world of which she knew so little. She went with him ; 
and in another minute they were beyond the Com- 
munity precinct and on the world^s high road. She 
looked before her alon^ the straight road with expectant 
eyes, as one who lands upon an unknown shore and 
fears to meet strange monsters and strange wild people 
— ^monoculous people, unipeds such as Mandeville saw 
— ^hairy satyrs : on an imknown shore never before dis- 
covered anything may be expected. 

It was not difficult to reaa the thoughts of the young 
traveller. 

* In the world,^ said Gilbert, * you will find a ffood 
many things strange to your experience, which has been 
narrow. You must be patient and observant. You 
must not cry out with wonder or siirpHse. Look on at 
first in silence."* 

* I will try. It is not difficult to be silent.^ 

* Not for vou ; your soul dwells in a perpetual calm. 
But you will have to unlearn a great deal that you 
have been taught. For instance, the Master has told 
you, thinking always of Elevation, that every soul 
stands alone m space. I would rather hold that every- 
one stands in a crowd. You converse with your mother, 
who is dead, as with the Master — ^who is living. You 
are not alone, then. Hiere is an endless chain of life 
running from parent to child ; there is the tie of love 
which can never be dissolved. Those who are worthy. 
Cicely, are only bound more closely by this tie. Your 
parents are not separated. Therefore they are not 
alone. In this life we are bound to each other — ^brother, 
sister, lover, children, all ; so that there is never any 
solitude save for some hapless creatiu^ who have no 
such tie. My child, you have never been alone all your 
life.^ 

* Yet the Master says so.** 

^ It is the inheritance of his former narrow creed — of 
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which you know nothing. Have you ever felt alone, 
Cicely ? But of course you have not.' 

It is not usual for lovers to begin with theological 
discussion and metaphysical distinctions. But the cir- 
cumstances of this case were not common. Few lovers 
chance upon a mistress educated in such opinions ; few 
girls have to make their entrance into society with such 
a past as Cicely possessed. Further, Gilbert was going 
to place this gu'l in the charge of one who was hard to 
please in the matter of girl. 

Gilbert changed the subject, but returned to it. The 
only way to teach a thing thoroughly is to repeat it 
over ana over again, to rub it in, to keep on repeating 
it in different words. 

'Then about the Single Attachment,' he went on 
lightly. * Why, you were always taught its wickedness. 
Yet, see ! And now we are both turned out of the 
Commimity on account of having fallen into this 
wickedness.' He stooped and kissed her hand, which 
he was still holding as if afraid she might turn and run 
back home. * Why, Cicely, who could help falling into 
this snare — ^this pitfall — when one talked every day 
with you and sat beside y/)u and looked into yom* sweet 
serious face ? Your name should be Cecilia, not Cicely. 
Well, my dear, in this terrible Outside, Single Attach- 
ments are considered the most charming things possible, 
also the most laudable things ; yoimg men are encour- 
aged to form them, girls try to attract them, everything 
in Outside is built upon the Single Attachment and on 
companionship. This, too, you shall learn.' 

* Perhaps,' she replied. * Must I forget everything ? 

*Not everything, dear Cicely. You cannot forget 
your sweetness and yom: loveliness. But you may forget, 
as soon as you please, the rustics and boors of the 
House in which the Master is the only gentleman. I 
am sure that your father was an English gentleman, 
Cicely, because he has made the Master what he is, and 
you what you are.. In q)eech, in manner and in mind. 
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you are a gentlewoman. You are just returning with 
me to your own class, which is my class too. Perhaps 
we may even attach you, as the heralds say, to your 
own people. Perhaps you may turn out to be an 
heiress — ^who knows ? A long-lost princess in your own 
right — ^who knows ?' 

* Indeed, Gilbert, I do not know. But I do not 
understand, in the least, what you mean by heralds and 
heiresses.** 

* No, you are just exactly as ignorant as Eve herself 
when she, too, stepped into Outeide and looked roimd 
about her. But you will soon leam.** 

It was a hot walk in the noontide glare of the road ; 
there was no shade, no pleasantness, as in our English 
country of hedge, of wayside turf and wayside flowers : 
an open road and a lonely road, not even nrequented by 
ti*amps, from whom the House exacted hard work before 
it granted relief. Gilbert marched along, carrying the 
desk imder his arm. Presently he foimd that he was 
walking too fast for his companion. 

* I forgot,^ he said. ' We have four miles in front of 
us. Are you tired already ? Shall I walk on and bring 
you a carriage of some kind ?^ 

^ I am not tired, Gilbert. And oh ! you must not 
leave me.** 

* Tliere is no vehicle to be got nearer than the town. 
Let us beguile the time with stories and confessions. 
Tell me wnat you remember of your father. Had he 
any profession ? 

* He used to work in the garden. He knew all the 
flowers and the trees.** 

* Yes. But had he any profession T 

* I don''t know what you mean. We all have our work. 
And he was a gardener.' 

* Do you know where he came from P 

* Oh yes. He came from England.' 

*Did he ever tell you about his people — or your 
mother's people — wY.o they were F 
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* No. In the House we never talk about such thmgs.' 

* Was he — was he — like Brother Silas, for instance ?' 

* Like Brother Silas ? Oh no ! My father was a very 
quiet man, who lived retired and talked to no one but 
the Master and me. He could not talk like Silas and 
the rest. He talked like you. He was always patient, 
though the others tried him sometimes. He would never 
criticise any one except quite privately.' 

*Did he never tell you anytning about himself T 
^ Sometimes he talked as if I was going back to Out- 
side. He taught me to read in case I went Outside. 
He seemed afiaid of something for me. Then he would 
meditate and talk with my mother and would come back 
soothed and comforted. He always wanted to die — ^which 
is just to pass into the next stage, you know. Now he 
is gone and is with my mother again, unless one of them 
goes higher still before the other. And I don't think 
that wUl happen.' 

* Yet you were told that every soul is alone. So your 
father told you nothing about himself in the old home. 
Did he leave you nothing T 

' There is my mother's desk which you are carrying. 
There was nothing more.** 

* Did he teach you to dance P 

^ No, I learned that by myself. He used to play, and 
I used to dance in the Hall when I was a little child 
while he played. I have always danced for amusement 
and for soothing.' 

* You learned to read, but you have no books ; you 
no longer read — ^in fact, you never have read : you know 
only what your father taught you orally ; you are a 
living example, my dear child, of what very little use 
reading is after all. You know, in fSact, a great deal. 
You are an accomplished gardener: what a field is 
covered by that science alone ! You can dance, and 
you can sing. You can hold intercourse with the 
world of the dead, whidi no one who can read ever 
succeed^ in doing. You aie a profound hypnotist, 

13 
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though you do not know the meaning of the word 
You are as full of graces as any girl out of a fashion- 
able school. You will make the men fall in love with 
you far more easily than any professional beauty '^ 

* Gilbert, I don^t imderstand what you mean. 

^The road stretches out straight before us and the 
sun is strong, Cicely. That is enough for anybody to 
understand. Sunshine and a long road and our two 
selves on the road. Did you ever hear the story of the 
Fairy and the Princess ? I will tell you, to beguile the 
way — ^the happy way. Tlie Fairy was a kina-hearted 
creature ; she took the Princess away, when she was a 
baby, and she placed her in an island where no one ever 
came and the people lived quite by themselves. They 
were simple, rather silly people for the most part, and 
not too well bred; they held a very beautiiul faith, 
much too good for them — ^namely, that by the simple 
process of getting outside their own bodies, they could 
rise to unheard-of heights. They forgot that the soul, 
like the body, must be constantly nourished and fed 
with thoughts and instruction. They did get outside 
the body, but they starved the soul, and so they never 
got any higher. 6ut the Princess and the King of that 
island used to converse together, and in this way enriched 
and nourished their souls — so that they did really rise, 
and that Princess grew mentally taller, taller, taller, till 
she far outgrew «3l the rest. Then, because to stay 
longer among this lower and baser folk would have 
made this sweet Princess deteriorate, the Fairy sent a 
Prince to her, who said : ^* Come with me. I will take 
you bade to the real world, which has great need of your 
Koyal Highness.^ Then the Princess arose and took his 
hand, and they went out together.' 

*And afterwards? Oh, Gilbert, nobody except you 
c^ er told me stories !' 

* Afterwards, dear Cicely ? Well, I think you shall 
finish the stcny by yourself The road still stretches 
out far before us, and the sun is bright and warm. It 
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warms one through and through. Love is the sun, and it 
can never be too bright and strong. Now tell me more.' 
^ I have told you enough about myself,' said Cicely. 
* The more I tell you the more you turn it all to praise 
and flattery. You must not, Gilbert, unless you want 
to make me ashamed.' 

* You have but to command,' he said. * I will praise 
you no more, my dear ; 1 will only look at you.' 

They walked on in silence for a space. Presently 
Cicely spoke again. 

* Where are you going, Gilbert ? 

*We are going first to the town of Aldermanbury, 
which eats up all your fruit and vegetables. There, my 
child, as I told you, is staying at this moment, by a rare 
and blessed chance, my best and oldest friend. I had 
already promised to take you to see her. Now I shall 
ask her to receive you. She will be prepared to love 
you first because 1 love you — such a good and faithful 
friend she is. To-morrow, of course, she will have 
learned to love you for your own sweet sake.' 

She pondered for a few moments over this announce- 
ment. Then she asked, timidly — 'Have you a Sin^e 
Attachment for her as you have for me, Gilbert ?' 

* No, Cicely. You do not understand, as yet, the full 
meaning of the Single Attachment. You will master 
that matter before long. There can only be one real 
Single Attachment for a man in his lifetime. However, 
this lady stands in the place of a sister to me. She is 
manied, though her marriage was — well — ^not one of the 
happiest.' 

' I have listened to some of the married members,' said 
Cicely. * I have heard them criticising each other very 
plainly. I suppose they married in order to tell each 
other their faults. 1 shall never mind your criticising 
me, Gilbert, as much as you please.' 

A thousand epigrams might be neatly turned in answer 
to th^ innocent speech. Gilbert refrained from even 
the most obvious. ' You shall criticise me, dear child. 
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It shall be your duty. It shall be my privilege to listen. 
I want no end of cnticising. We all do. It is the cry- 
ing want of the age. In fact, before I met you, I was 
thinking of becoming a poet, in order to get plenty of 
this wholesome criticism.' 

At this point he remembered suddenly, and very dis- 
agreeably, the duty that awaited him in a day or two. 
What right had he to make love, when he was bound to 
attempt the life of another man P His face fell ; it 
became overcast ; the light and sunshine went out of 
his eyes. 

Cicely saw the change, and shuddered. * Gilbert !^ 
she cried, * what has happened to you ? Oh ! you hurt 
me when you look like that. I thought it had gone — 
that look. Your soul has become black. Oh ! Gilbert, 

have you forgotten What was it ? She stopped ; 

she put up her hand ; she lifted her face ; for a moment 
— only a moment — life went out of it : she had gone to 
ask her mother for that message again. Then she came 
back to life. ^ What must be done shall be done, but 
not by your hands,' she repeated solemnly. * I know not 
what it is, Gilbert ; but can you doubt my mother — ^my 
own mother ? 

He inclined his head. ^ I must try to assume that 
faith. Cicely, even though it sometimes fails me, other- 
wise I should be doubting you and the sender of that 
message. What manner of woman must she be, capable 
of giving such a daughter to the world ? 

Apparently faith really did return for his support, for 
his face resumed its brightness. 

*I win believe,' he said resolutely, * though why I 
should, the Lord knows — ^but I wiU believe.' 

They approached the city of Aldermanbury. The 
world grew larger. Here lived, collected together, but 
not united, thousands of human beings without the pale 
of the Community. The houses, scattered at first, and 
mean and squalid, grew closer together and cleaner of 
aspect, for the suburbs of Aldermanbury are not the 
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best and worthiest part of the city. Then they came 
to the streets, with the shops and the electric cars and 
the trams and the people. And now Gilbert had to 
lead the girl by the arm ; for she was like one who has 
been blind ana has suddenly recovered her sight, and 
sees men as trees walking, and knows not the tmngs she 
sees, or their proportions, or their distances, or their 
dangers, or what they mean at all. He led her through 
the streets to the hotel, where the hall was filled with 
men sitting about and talking. He led her up the stairs 
to the first floor, and to a set of rooms furnished in a 
manner amazing to the child who had never seen any 
furniture worthy of the name ; and in a long, low chair, 
with a little boy in her lap, sat a lady whose appearance 
filled the girl with terror, oy reason of her dress and her 
queenly look. 

* Gilbert !' she cried. * You have brought me Cicely ? 
She rose and held out her hand. * You are Cicely, my 
dear? 

^I have brought her, Dorabyn. She has left the 
House with me. Will you receive her ? 

* Of course I will. You have left the House, Cicely ? 
Who are her guardians, Gilbert T 

*She has no guardians, no property, no relations — 
nothing, except this desk."* He laid it on the table. 
* That is her sole inheritance.'* 

^ Oh ! And she is quite free to l^ve the place ? I 
suppose no one will dispute her right ? 

* Quite free. In fact, they have turned us out. Cicely 
was ordered to marry a rustic, a shepherd — a swain, love- 
sick for his Amaryllis — ^who devours pork and beans; 
and I was ordered to marry a milkmaid — ^not a ^^ Hey 
Dolly! ho Dolly! Dolly shall be mine." Not that 
kind of Dolly at all — an inferior kind — a harder, more 
elderly, bonier kind. But — ^well — another time. That 
is the situation, Dorabjm. WeVe run away.' 

^ And you Ve brought her to me. Quite right, Gilbert 
Will you stay with me, Cicely ? 
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^ If you please,^ «he replied, with a little hesitation. 
* If — ^if— Gilbert does not go away.** 

* He will stay too. This is my little boy — ^you will 
like to play with him. And '^ 

She suddenly realised the enormity of the dress, and 
cold shudders seized her. ^ And, Gilbert,^ she said, ^ as 
there is a great deal to be done between this and the 
evening, you had better leave us by ourselves. Gro away 
and return at half-past seven. In the meantime you 
might also get yourself apparelled in Christian guise. 
At present you look like a shabby gamekeeper.** 

Gilbert retired. 

Lady Osterley called her maid. * Doughty,' she said, 
by way of explanation and apology, * this is the peculiar 
dress of a religious House in which this young lady has 
been brought up. Now that she has left the House, she 
will leave the dress. We must take her in hand at once. 
Do the best you c€in. Let me have her decently dressed 
by the evening.' 

The maid neither shivered nor shuddered nor uttered 
interjections. She reserved these for her next con- 
versation with the nurse. She just lifted Cicely'^s hair, 
which ought to have fallen to her waist, and suggested 
dexterously a more becoming way of dressing it ; then 
she surveyed curiously the figure or model before her. 
It presented, she observed, great possibilities. Then 
she put a pin between her lips. Tnis is an emblematic 
ceremony among ladies' maids and dressmakers, and 
betokens strict attention to business. 



CHAPTER XI. 

MAEEIAGE FOE ELEVATION. 

The Committee sat looking in each other's faces in 
silent confusion. Brother Silas, by the jerking of his 
arms and legs, showed that he was strugghng for words ; 
Sister Phoebe sat with rage equally unspeakable — the 
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rage of the slighted woman — stamped upon her face. 
For the rest mere was doubt as well as confusion. 
What was to be done ? There was no Ride concerning 
mutiny and disobedience. Had Phoebe known of the 
alleged immuring of monk and nun, I think she would 
have proposed that the rebels should be brought back by 
force and immured, or, at least, put imder the platform 
and there nailed up. Unfortunately, she knew neither 
ecclesiastical history nor ecclesiastical slanders. 

Presently the Master spoke, but in a low voice, as if 
to himself. * They will come back to us,' he said. * My 
child cannot leave me thus. The matter concerns her 
soul. She will endure anything in that cause. So too 
will the young man, who is reasonable and intelligent.'* 

He lapsed into silence. They waited ten minutes. 
Yet the rebels returned not. 

*I think,' said the Master again, *that some one 
might go out and bid them return. Not you. Brother 
Silas, nor you, Sister Phoebe.' 

< If they come back,' said Sister Phoebe, venomously, 

* they must obey. They must be made to obey. Else 
there would be no use in having a Committee at all.' 

* Gro, Sister Euphemia,' said the Master. * You will 
speak very kindly to them. Tell them that we will 
overlook their disobedience and reconsider the question 
of marriage.' 

* Poor dears !' Sister Euphemia rose to obey. * I 
shall find them crying togetner under the trees some- 
where. They will come back, I dare say, if they are 
not to be forced into marriage horrible to them. Master, 
there's some things even you don't understand : one of 
them is that a woman would rather die than marry a 
man she doesn't Uke. I would myself; such were my 
feelings when I was young. You will have to do more 
than forgive them if they come back.' 

* They shall be made to obey,' said Sister Phoebe again. 

* First, they must obey. After that, I will take care of 
Brother Gilbert' She looked, indeed, as if she would 
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take the fondest, the most loving and tender care of 
him. ^ As for the girl, she should be corrected first and 
handed over to a husband afterwards.' 

The Master looked at her with much surprise. * Tell 
them,' he said sternly, ^ exactly what I have ordered you 
to tell them.' 

Sister Euphemia vanished. 

* There is, perhaps,' the Master continued slowly, 
^ something that I do not comprehend in the marriage 
tie, which may make it in some cases a help, rather than 
a hindrance. The Single Attachment, 1 understand, 
may hinder by demanding too much thought each for 
the other ; perhaps, however, a marriage ordered by the 
Committee may hinder by reason of discontent, or 
resentment, or even' — ^he looked at rustical Silas and 
remembered the dainty delicateness of his child — *• even 
of positive repulsion. My experience in such matters is 
slender.' 

* Let them obey,' said Sister Phoebe, while Silas jerked 
himself into convulsions. 

Five minutes later. Sister Euphemia retiuned. ^I 
looked for them,' she said, a little breathless, *• under the 
trees ; they were not there : one of the gardeners saw 
them walking away along the road.' She resumed her 
place and began to cry. * TTiey have left us,' she said. 
* Oh ! they have left us. We have lost them. They 
have gone Outside. And that tender lamb who has 
never seen anything and knows nothing !' She wiped 
her eyes and turned venomously to Sister Phoebe. 
^ And now,' she snapped, ' I hope you are all satisfied 
with your morning's work !' 

* Send some one after them,' said Phoebe, springing to 
her feet. * Let three or four of the brothers run after 
them and bring them back. That girl has bewitched 
him. Oh ! I have seen her. I have watched her tricks. 
If she'd lived all her life Outside, she coiddn't have 
been more artful. Silas, if you've the spirit of a sheep 
left in you, get up and fight this man for your girl. 
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Coward ! get up and take a stick and bring him back 
again. You — ^an American — ^afraid of an Erglishman ! 
Shame ! Or bring the girl. He'll follow then. Hell 
follow wherever she goes. Get up, Silas. Coward! Log! 
Oh ! youVe got no spirit left at all. You want to marry 
this girl, and you let another man carry her off* ! Coward ! 
Shall I go myself with a stick after them ?* 

* Gracious !' cried Sister Euphemia. * I thought the 
Committee were to countenance no Single Attachments. 
And here is Sister Phoebe appealing to Silases Single 
Attachment for that dear child. Tve seen him, too. 
I've watched, too, for months to see it growing and 
growing. And I've watched another thing, too.' She 
nodded viciously at Sister Phoebe, who now sat down 
and panted. ^ Oh yes, another thing, which I shall tell 
in good time.' 

* Let no one stir,' said the Master. * We welcome all 
who come and are willing to work with us and learn to 
meditate — ^we keep none against their will. Our dear 
yoimg Sister Cicely has been with us all her life ; she 
has never known any other kind of life ; I fear she will 
be strange and unhappy. Outside has many dan^rs for 
innocent girls. I always hoped that she would never 
leave us. I thought that she was happy and desired 
nothing — ^I never suspected this Single Attachment.' 

* What does every girl desire ?' asked Sister Euphemia. 
* Cicely wanted love without knowing what she wanted. 
The same want made me unhappy enough. Lord knows ! 
She got what she wanted, and you tried to take it away. 
She wanted love, and you offered her — ^that !' 

She did not say wliat, but she pointed to the bride- 
groom elect. 

* If she chooses,' the Master continued, hanging his 
head sorrowfully, * she must — cleave us — cleave us.' 

The Committee respected the Master's grief, and were 
silent. But Phoebe, perhaps with excess of sjrmpathy, 
perhaps still dictated by the jealousy of the despised 
woman, snorted and choked. 
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Presently the Master lifted his head again and spoke. 
* Perhaps 1 was wrong,* he said, ' to think of marrying 
this child at all. She was happy in the love of the 
young man. Perhaps it would have been a help instead 
of a hindrance. They might have gone on loving each 
other as brother and sister. Her sainted mother found 
marriage a help. There are great possibilities in that 
yoimg man '^ 

* Ruined by his infatuation,^ said Sister Phoebe. 

^ Brother and sister !' Sister Euphemia, the experienced, 
scoffed. * Much you know about it, Master !' 

* I shall leave it to her mother. This night I shall 
converse with her as usual. I shall ask for her guidance 
— ^perhaps for her rebuke. Yes ' — ^his face cleared ; he 
became nopefal — ^ I shall leave it with her. She has 
been — ^I know not why, much occupied of late with the 
concerns of the House. I shall put the matter entirely 
in her hands — ^the safety and the well-being of her 
daughter. She will tell me what to do.** 

* Cicely wants love," Sister Euphemia repeated. * It is 
not safe with some natures — ^gentle, deUcate natiures — ^to 
rob them of love. That was done to me — and I have 
been here twenty years in consequence. Yoiu* method, 
Master, of preventing Single Attachments by regulated 
marriages may be very good for coarse and common 
souls ; but not for girls like Cicely and me.** 

* If she comes back she must obey the Committee,' 
said Phoebe, still jealous for order. ^ Are we to have no 
authority in such a matter as this, simply because the 
Master talks with this rebellious girl's mother ? The 
Committee have ordered the girl to marry Brother Silas 
and the man to marry me. If she comes back the Com- 
mittee must be obeyed.' 

The Master looked up again in surprised disapproval. 
It was the first time in the history of the Commimity 
that any claim to power had been put forward by a 
member of Committee. Was he not the foimder and 
the prophet and the dictator of the Community P 
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*I shall waiV he said, assuming authority. 'I shall 
decide after consultation with her mother what shall be 
done.' 

He looked round him. No one replied. * Let us now,' 
he continued, ^ proceed to the business of the day. We 
have next to consider the case of the man Charles 
Lee. I do not ask you to criticise this brother, because 
criticism in his case would be idle. If a man desires to 
become a member of this House, the way is plain. He 
must first of all conform to our Rule. This man came 
to us six or seven weeks ago. He understood the plain 
Rule of the House. He desired, he said, above all 
things. Elevation ; he professed readiness to forget the 
Past — in his case, I fear, a Past of wickedness ; ne said 
he was willing to work for the subjugation, the health, 
and the fatigue of the body ; also for the maintenance 
of the Community ; he promised to meditate daily, or, 
at least, to endeavour after Meditation. Tliese,' con- 
tinued the Master, *were his promises. His manners 
were those of an English aristocrat I confess that I 
was pleased to find our simple Community attracting a 
man of that position willing to forget the Past. Mostly, 
like the Apostles, we have been a simple folk. He came, 
therefore, as you know. He has been among us about 
six or seven weeks. How has he carried out these 

Eromises ? He chose the garden for his work, but he 
as never done a stroke of real work : he only pretends ; 
he sits about in the shade ; he has no intercourse with 
the Community ; he despises our simple, yet plentiful, 
meals ; he does not even make an attempt at Meditation ; 
on the contrary, he gets up and goes out. Where does 
he go? I was informed when in Aldermanbury last 
week that one of our members is seen nightly at a 
certain saloon where they play cards for money and 
drink whisky. What are we to do with such a man ? 

* Expel him,' said the Committee, with the imanimity 
of the stage. In fact, Brother Charles was cordially 
hated by everyone in the place. 
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* If there were any hope I would bear with him. But 
there seems none : his heart is hard ; his spirit is black 
and gloomy ; he belongs to the Devil, not to us.' 

^ Expel him,' cried the Committee again. 

^ It IS a standing mockery of our Endeavours after 
the Higher Life. How can we, with our aims, entertain 
among us one who still wallows in Outside ? Let us, 
then, without criticism, which would be lost upon such 
a man, call him before us and order him to leave the 
House — say on Saturday.' 

All assented except Sister Phoebe, still mutinous. * I 
should like,' she said, ^ to let him know our individual 
opinions. What is the good of a Committee if we are 
to have no voice in anything ? 

* Brother Silas' — ^the Master paid no attention to this 
interruption — * bring Charles tee before us.' 

The offending brother appeared and stood at the 
bottom of the table. Nothing more incongruous was 
ever seen in any court of justice than the trial or the 
judgment of this man — ^so calm, so lofty in appearance, 
so completely contemptuous of the court was the 
prisoner; so simple, so rustic, was the appearance of 
the judges. He slightly bowed and waited. 

^Charles Lee,' said tiie Master, ^when you came to 
us, you told me that your simple desire in entering 
this Community was to endeavour after Elevation. I 
believed your statement; it was manifest from your 
appearance and your atmosphere that spiritually you 
were very low down indeed; you carried about with 
you, in fact, the atmosphere of a lower world; it is 
such an atmosphere as was anciently described, for lack 
of a better worn, as sulphurous. I admitted you, subject 
to the simple Rules of the House. Let me remind you 
of them. They were three in number. Krst, that all 
must work ; next, that the Past is to be entirely set 
aside and forgotten ; thirdly, that all must aim at rising 
to a higher level by Meditation. You promised to obey 
these three Rules.' 
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Mr. Charles Lee inclined his head. 

^ You have now been with us for seven weeks. I am 
willing to make great allowance for difficulties at the 
outset, but I expect "* 

* The Committee expects,' interrupted Phoebe, stung 
into self-assertion. 

* I expect, I say, to find an honest attempt at carrying 
out the Rules. It is now quite certain that you nave 
made no such attempt, and that you do not mtend to 
make any such attempt. You have done no work since 
you came; you have not earned one farthing for the 
House; you have made no attempt to raise yourself. 
About you still clings — I perceive it plainly — the 
sulphurous atmosphere of your level. Your soul is 
black through and through. I can see no single gleam 
of hght in it to show a better purpose. As for medi- 
tating, you have not even begun to understand what it 
means. You spend your evenings in the world, in places 
where they play cards and drink whisky — ^places called 
saloons and dives. I have to tell you, therefore, that 
we cannot allow you to remain in this House. It is 
now Thursday : you can stay here, if you have arrange- 
ments to maKe, imtil Saturday. On that day we shall 
lock up your room and you will no longer be allowed in 
the Hall. Do you understand ?' 

The man bowed his head slightly, without the least 
change of countenance. Then he looked round the 
Committee as if expecting a few remarks from them. 

* I have observed in this brother,' said Sister Phoebe, 
* a pride intolerable. They say that in his own country 
he is a British nobleman ; this is not the place for the 
superior aii*s of that profligate class. Let nim go back 
to his own people.' 

* You can depart,' said the Master. 

Mr. Charles Lee bowed again, but continued to 
wait. 

* He finds fault with the food — ^as good food as ever 
was placed before people,' another member interposed — 
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the man with the rasping voice. ^ He sits at table as if 
the rest of us were mud beneath his feet/ 

*You can depart,' said the Master. But the man 
caUed Charles Lee inclined his head to the last speaker, 
and turned again to Sister Phoebe, who showed further 
intentions. 

^He should never have been admitted,' she said, 
* without inquiry. Why did he come here? What 
has he done? It isnt for Elevation that he comes 
here. What has he done? Is the Community to be 
the refuge of the broken-down British aristocracy? 
Let them so and dump their vices and their pride 
somewhere 5se.' 

^Be so good, sir, as to withdraw immediately,' said 
the Master. 

Mr. Charles Lee inclined his head and walked out. 
The blow was unexpected, and it was fatal. There was 
but one chance len — to remain quiet, unsuspected in 
this place unsuspecting. And now this chance was gone. 
Yet ne showed no emotion whatever. With just such 
an air, with such a smile, with such contempt, did the 
Marquis de la Vieille Roche receive sentence of death by 
guillotine from the Revolutionary Tribunal : a sentence 
that would not be carried out because outside the mob 
waited for the prisoners, roaring and shouting and sing- 
ing for more blood — ^more blood ; the mob who were to 
murder him, out of hand. With just such an air, I say, 
so cold, so calm, so unmoved, this man walked down 
the Hall and out of the porch. For that raging mob 
substitute the whole police force of the United States, 
all provided with an accurate description and a portrait 
of him ; and his appearance was immistakable — ^he had 
never endeavoured to disguise himself at all. For the 
roars and shouting of the maddened mob of Paris 
substitute the calm, cold voice of many-handed Justice, 
saying, ^Come, thou man of blood and destruction, I 
will have life for life.' 

^ The atmosphere is more fragrant,' said the Master, 



Digitized by 



Google 



MARRIAGE FOR ELEVATION 9ff1 

sniffing. 'The presence of that man was like the 
breathing of the air in the worlds below. How low, I 
know not. He is not one of those who simply fails to 
rise : he has fallen, his former pride remains ; there are 
those — ^above — ^who would help him if they could. I 
think they knew him formerly. What say they ? That 
he was a British nobleman? I know not. When I 
lived at home I knew nothing of noblemen. Well — ^he 
is gone. I think he will remain in this world very little 
longer. They are mostly taken away when they prove 
to be hardened against everji^hing.* 

He paused and looked round the table. 

'One duty remains,^ he said, with something of a 
smile in the comers of his eyes, but that mi^ht be the 
observer's fancy. 'One duty. Not in itself a painful 
duty, but a necessary duty. I have to bring back to a 
sense of their position two of our own body — ^to rescue 
them from a grievous temptation. Brothers apd sisters, 
we must proceed to criticise Sister Phoebe.' 

Sister Phoebe jumped in her place ; she opened her 
mouth ; she shut it again ; she folded her hands ; she 
sat bolt upright. 

'I have observed,' the Master continued, 'certain 
passages— or indications — ^in our justly — ^hitherto justly 
— ^respected sister which make me imeasy. They lead 
me to believe that her thoughts of late have been much 
occupied with things which do not become one of her 
advanced profession. Especially have I observed in her a 
weakness — let us call it a weakness, not a moral or a 
spiritual fall — ^which may be criticised. In a word, the 
same weakness which we have deplored in our two 
members who have rebelled — ^a Single Attachment.' 

' I too,' said Sister Euphemia quickly, ' have observed 
this Single Attachment. It began when Brother Gilbert 
first came among us. She sat nearly opposite him at 
meals. I observed how she put chops and kidneys 
before him, because he won't eat pork and beans, which 
Brother Silas would eat all day long if he could.' 
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^ And all night,^ said Brother Silas readily, and not 
ashamed. * And between meals.^ 

* She makes tea cakes for him in the kitchen — ^much 
better tea cakes than the rest of us get. She makes 
coffee on purpose for him, because he won^t drink the 
muddy coffee that is good enough for us.** 

* On ! oh r mimnured three or four. 

^ And she makes tea for him in a special teapot — ^the 
best Oolong, because he doesn'^t like our strong family 
Ceylon. And she waylays him in the verandah, and 
follows him about with her eyes. And she^s just spitefol 
about Cicely, whom the boy loves. Oh ! and Fve heard 
her, myself, tell him the kmd of man she should like to 
marry, just describing himself. Oh ! it's too bare-faced. 
And then for her to sit up and criticise that poor dear 
child because her nature told her that if she wanted 
Elevation she must get it through Love !^ 

Sister Phoebe sat bolt upright, with folded arms. She 
turned her head, but made no reply to these charges. 

^ I am not alcme, then,^ said the Master, ^ in the painful 
suspicion that was awakened in me by her evident desire 
to marry Brother Gilbert. Yet I was considering that 
brother'^s case, and did not, till afterwards, understand 
what this eagerness might mean. Your own case. Sister 
Phoebe, must be seriously taken in hand.^ 

^ It must be cured,^ said Sister Euphemia, ^ if we are 
ever to get that dear boy back again, or that sweet 
child.' 

^ I now leave, for a moment, our Sister Phoebe, and 
turn,' the Master continued, * to Brother Silas.' The 
brother turned as red as one of his own turkeys. * The 
eagerness which he displayed, in offering to cure Cicely 
of her Single Attachment by marrying her himself, 
should have opened my eyes to the fact tnat he is him- 
self a youn^ man and Ukely to be carried away by the 
loveliness oi a woman.' 

^ And such loveliness, too !' said Sister Euphemia, again 
bursting in. ^ You are quite right, dear Master. I've 
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seen it for months past. I know the signs. His 
shoulder lurches when ne passes her : his eyes turn after 
her and follow her ; he gets red when Gilbert talks to 
her ; he hates Gilbert '* 

* He's an Englishman,' Silas explained. 

^ It's disgraceful ignorance to hate the poor man for 
what he can't help. You might as well hate a man 
because he's got a hump on his back. You hate him 
because Cicely doesn't — ^that's your reason ; and because 
you can't please her fancy and he can. Pretty reasons, 
all of them, for a member of this Commimity to nourish 
in his soul! Where are you in Meditation? Going 
down. Brother Silas, going down. I haven't met you, 
up above, not for months.' 

The Master resumed. * Brother Silas, you are a good 
worker ; you obey the Rule of the House faithfully ; 
you stand ve^ high in our esteem; vou meditate 
regularly and, 1 hope, profitably. It has been, however, 
I doubt not, most injurious to your Elevation to be 
always thinking about this yoimg girl. It would have 
been still more injurious in the years to come were you 
hampered with a wife of whom you would be always 
thinking, and concerning whom you would be always 
anxious. I do not. Brother Silas, greatly blame you in 
this matter. The girl has been to me as a daughter : I 
doubt not that to you it has become, for the time, im- 
possible for her to oe as a sister. This must be seen to, 
m your own interests.' 

Brother Silas listened guiltily. He was, as you know, 
one of the inarticulate. Every speech, however short, 
troubled him. As has been seen, ne had fallen so com- 
pletely into the habit of silence that he was not only 
unready but almost incapable of conversation. For the 
moment, he could think of no reply whatever. Nor, 
indeed, has he yet, after many months, been able to 
think of a reply which would have been suitable. It 
was quite true, you see, that he had, in an instinctive, 
taurine fashion, entertained an amorous disposition 

14 
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towards Cicely; and, also in an instinctive, taurine 
fashion, entertained a profound jealousy of Gilbert. 
But he made no reply. 

* All earthly passions, brother,^ said the Master, with 
the cheerfulness of one who at seventy-five has long since 
left these thin^ behind him, ^ all earthly passions, and 
especially Single Attachments, must here be cast aside : 
we rise alone; we must have no such distractions to 
turn us back, no such earthly affections to pull us down. 
Forget these distractions. Brother Silas. Forget them, 
Sister Phoebe. Cast them aside, as part of the forgotten 
Past, and press on, alone. 

* But,^ he added, after a pause, ^ it must be remembered 
that these two have shown themselves peculiarly open to 
the temptation of the Single Attachment. My brothers 
and sisters, many of our Community are still in the age 
which feels this temptation. It is a most insidious 
temptation ; it takes all kinds of forms ; it suggests all 
kinds of excuses : we call it the worship of an ideal, but 
we ought to have no other ideal but a Perfect Self ; we 
call it the sacrifice of self, but we do this when we work 
for each other, not when we fall in love, as it is called 
Outside : we call it the defence of the helpless — ^we 
defend the helpless here. The temptation presents 
itself, I say, in a thousand forms: behind the mask 
there stfuids the demon of self-gratification. We must 
guard against the Single Attachment. On account of 
this temptation we have just lost — ^I hope for a season 
only — a desirable brother and my own spiritual daughter. 
Let us lose no more. Above all, let the Committee set 
an example to the Commimity and show the members 
how to overcome their weakness. For which reason we 
will remove from the Committee, for the present, Sister 
Phoebe and Brother Silas.' 

He looked aroimd. They all murmured assent, except 
Sister Phoebe herself, whose cheek was flushed and whose 
hands trembled. They murmured assent. How easy it 
is for a committee, or for a chapter, to assent to the 
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discipline of an erring brother or a sinfiil sister ! Thus 
readily did the monks of Westminster assent to the 
discipline of a brother. 

' The only way open to us,^ the Master went on, ^ is to 
make, for these two, Single Attachments henceforward 
impossible. I take it for granted that Brother Silas has 
no such feeling towards Sister Phoebe, nor she to him. 
If Brother Gilbert was Sister Phoebe's ideal husband it 
would be difficult to find any one more unlike that dream 
than Brother Silas. And certainly, in the appearance 
or the character of Sister Phoebe, Silas will never be 
reminded of Cicely. They shall be married, therefore, 
and that without the least delay, lest a worse thing 
happen to them.** 

The bride and bridegroom elect looked at each other. 
Aversion and disgust were in their faces. Yes; they 
would certainly be cured for ever of any leaning towards 
the Single Attachment. 

' Do you obey my ruling in this matter, Brother Silas ?' 
the Master asked. * If you do not, the doors are open 
for you, as for our late Brother Charles. You can leave 
the House and go away.' 

Brother Silas grunted something meant for assent. 
Whither could he go ? Where else could he find such a 
Home, with three square meals every day and the 
management of a farm fiilly provided with machinery 
and buildings and stock? Alas! there was no other 

Slace for him. He looked at his bride with eyes of 
isgust and loathing. He grunted huskily his accept- 
ance of the terms, and hung his head. 

* It is well,' said the Master. ^ There will be no attach- 
ment to draw your thoughts out of yourself, Brother 
Silas. You will begin to ascend again. I hope that we 
may meet in higher worlds before long.' 

He turned to the bride elect * Sister Phoebe, do you 
accept?' 

She, too, reflected on the consequence of refusal. 
After eight years her place among her own people was 
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filled up. She knew not even what had become of them. 
The New England farmers move West for the most part; 
* West ' is a very va^e word, almost as vague and vast 
and imcertain as * Outside.' Where would she get so 
many comforts and such little work and the care of so 
lovely a dairy ? Nowhere. Life with Silas for a companion 
would be terrible, but not so terrible as starvation. With 
dry lips and burning cheeks she murmured her consent. 
*You do well to obey,' said the Master, with more 
severity than the brethren generally observed in his 
manner. Then he began again to preach, and his voice 
rolled like music as ne spoke. ^ In the married state, 
Sister Phoebe, you will probably learn more than mere 
obedience to the Community. In obedience to your 
husband you will find a powerful assistance in subduing 
the rebellious spirit which we have of late observed in 

{rou. Be a ^ood wife, and you will doubtless before 
ong regain the levels which you have clearly lost. My 
dear friends ' — the Master rose — ^ we have this day had a 
meeting, the like of which, for excitement and rebellion, 
I never remember since we first began. I trust it will 
not interfere too much with Meditation. The work of 
the Committee is completed.' 

The Master walked away. 

The Committee rose as well and slowly dissolved 
without speaking to the bridal pair. There were left at 
last only the bride, the bridegroom, and Sister Euphemia. 

^I congratulate you both,' said Euphemia, with a cheer- 
ful brow. * This is a jo3rftil wedding ; a happy wedding ; 
a most beautiful wedding. Oh, what a thing it is to 
have a wedding without an atom of love in it ! What a 
beautiful thing it is for bride and bridegroom to hate 
even looking at each other ! No nasty love to keep you 
on the earth when you ought to be soaring high in the 
heavens ; no kissing and billing and cooing ; no inter- 
ference of pretty things to do and say and think about 
for each other. My dear children, I've been in love 
myself. I know what Single Attachments mean. Oh, 
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dear me ! I know. And how they want always to be 
together— dragging each other down. But as for you — 
you — ^you ! Why, the higher you fly upwards, both of 
you, the farther ofF from each other you'll get !— one 
more reason for getting as high up as you possibly can. 
Ah ! what a beautiful thing is marriage in this House !' 
The happy pair looked at each other guiltily, but 
they made no reply, 

* Now, there's Gilbert, the best boy I ever saw and the 
handsomest: he's gone off with Cicely — ^the best and 
sweetest girl in the whole world — ^with Cicely. And 

. he'll be in love with her all his life. Very likely there'll 
be children '* 

* Don't be imdelicate,' said Brother Silas, colouring. 
'Children; and he'll love them, too. And so he'll 

stay in this very identical level world — ^the world that 
is — ^all his life, and he won't desire any better world, till 
death parts him and her. Poor Gilbert ! poor lost 

Cicely! while as for you '* she chirruped, and ran 

out of the Hall. 

Left alone, the man turned away his head and held 
out his hand. 

* Phoebe !' he said. 

She turned away her head as well, but gave him her 
hand. 

' Silas !' she murmured. 

And so they were man and wife, and all temptation 
to Single Attachments was removed once for all. 

Ana this proves that sometimes the most solemn and 
serious of men will do the most humorous things. 



CHAPTER XIL 

EEVOLUnON. 

The expulsion of a brother from the Monastery was an 
event so remarkable that one might imagine that it 
would be the subject of abiding comment. Brother 
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Charles was criticised ; Brother Charles was ordered to 
depart on or before Saturday. As you will presently 
learn, he did depart. Yet, if you ask the Community 
about him now, you will find that the event and the 
man are both rorgotten. If the erring brother is 
remembered at all it is on accoimt of his very remark- 
able and aristocratic appearance — accounted tor by the 
tradition of the British nobleman forced to leave his 
native country on accoimt of profligacy. The reason of 
this speedy oblivion was that there followed upon his 
expulsion a series of epoch-making events. 

What happened was nothing short of Revolution. 

By those who delight in searching out the hidden 
causes of things it is always averred that the real 
originator of the rebellion was none other than Gilbert 
Maryon. For, they say, when that brother arrived, the 
House was fast drifting into an unquestioning spirit — a 
simple vacuity of mind — which would seem to be the frame 
most to be desired by those who meditate continually. 
If you neither talk, nor read, nor think, nor desire, nor 
hope, nor fear, vacuity is the result. In this most 
desirable frame of mind. Meditation is always possible, 
at any time of day or night — and if people believe 
that in Meditation they achieve heights and raptures of 
which they remember nothing when they return, then, 
of course. Meditation is the most desirable of all condi- 
tions, and therefore d priori, vacuity ; and therefore — -it 
is like a proposition in Euclid — ^total abstinence from 
all disturbing causes of every kind. To be sure, had 
the House gone too far in tnat respect, no one would 
have been able to do any work, and so they would all 
starve either into death or activity ; in either case they 
would lose the power of Meditation ; they would have 
to climb down. In other words, the logical end and 
result of the cultivation of trance would be clearly a 
choice between starvation or a return to earthly laws — 
which means work in return for food. The Master 
recognised this alternative when he enjoined daily work ; 
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but he had not foreseen the danger of mental vacuity — 
which would render work impossible. 

Gilbert startled them into wakefulness ; he disturbed 
them; he broke the Rule about frivolous talk, and 
talked with all of them who were still capable of speech. 
He talked during Fatigue ; during Recreation ; during 
Restoration. He was curious about their reasons for 
ioining the Community ; he wanted to know why they 
had left Outside ; he revived the Past, which many of 
them would willingly have seen buried and done with, 
and all had agreed to forget if they could. He wanted 
also to know what they remembered about Meditation. 

Everybody knows that whenever two or three are 
gathered together with the avowed intention of seeing 
what nolxxfy else can see, of hearing voices which 
nobody else can hear, and of receiving communications 
which advance nobody, there is an irresistible tempta- 
tion to * go one better.** Everyone wishes to be thought 
more richly endowed with spookishness than his neigh- 
boims. Hence whispers, mystery, affectation, and pre- 
tensions. It was admitted by all that the greatest 
achievements were those of the Master, who, as a true 
visionary, gave himself no airs at all. Now, by the 
simple process of cross-examination, Gilbert arrived at 
the discovery that nobody, except the Master and Cicely, 
ever remembered what they saw in Meditation. In sleep 
one sometimes gets dreams; there is some reason in 
going to sleep; in Meditation no one gets anything 
except oblivion for an hour. 

Gilbert made this discovery public. That is to say, 
he communicated it to every one who still preserved the 
power of speech and thought. And it made them im- 
easy. Their pride was hurt — their pride in themselves, 
and their pride in each other. Those who pretended, 
and had succeeded in deceiving themselves, were angry 
and out of conceit with the whole business ; those who 
were modest, and only hoped to arrive, some time or 
other, at the Elevation claimed by others, had their 
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hopes dashed to the groimd, on hearing that there was 
no proof of Elevation or Higher Plains. What is the 
use of soaring to the peaks of the Himalayas where 
dwell those philosophers whose wisdom compared with 
our wisdom is reported to be as Lombard Street com- 
pared with a China orange, if one remembers nothing 
on retiuning ? These things, and such things as these, 
were whispered about. Except for the most vacuous, 
who could do no more than eat, drink, sleep, and 
meditate, the peace of the House was disturbed; an 
agitation went on below the surface; the members 
begin to talk again, and with animation. 

Then fell upon them suddenly the news of the mom- 
ing^s work. Everything was known. Sister Euphemia, 
indignant with the Committee, yet delighted with the 
discomfiture of the pair who had brought about the 
mischief, ran about and told everybody. Brother 
Gilbert and Sister Cicely had been criticised for enter- 
taining a Single Attachment to the danger of their 
Elevation ; they had been ordei-ed to marry where they 
could not be expected to entertain any kind of Single 
Attachment; they had rebelled; Bromer Gilbert had 
boldly carried off the rirl, and they were now launched 
into Outside — an awful, perilous position for a pair so 
young and so singly attached. What terrible thing 
would happen to them ? For they had all become like 
children in their dread of the Unknown and the Wild. 

* Nothing,' said Sister Euphemia gloomily. * That is, 
nothing bad will happen to them. The bad things will 
happen to us. For they are gone ; they will never come 
back to us again. Love wiU make tnem too happy. 
Do you think that I should have come here twenty years 
ago if Love had made me as happy as I hoped ? Cer- 
tainly not. We may meditate, and rise to Heights — 
though nobody remembers anything about it — but 
we can't be happy without Llove. No; it isn't in 
nature.' 

^Happiness is not to be desired,' replied another 
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sister., ^ There is nothing to be desired but Elevation. 
We all know that.** 

^ The question is how to get it,^ said Sister Euphemia. 
* The more I think about it, which is all day long, the 
more I feel that Fd rather get it through Love than 
through Meditation. At all events, that way you see 
what youVe got. By Meditation you don'^t see anything, 
and so you don't know what youVe got when you have 
got it r 

And then they heard that Sister Phcebe, that most 
rigid observer of the Rule, the first at Meditation, the 
first at Fatigue, the austere, the uncompromising, the 
mana^r of the Dairy, had been also criticised; and 
with her. Brother Silas, Silas the Silent, the champion 
Meditator, Silas, the Director of the Farm. Criticised ! 
These two ! If such things could be done to the chief 
among them, what might oe done to the least ? And 
these two, who had been willing to sacrifice their own 
inclinations for the good of others even so far as to 
marry the two rebels, had been actually ordered to 
marry each other ! 

All these things together caused a condition of rest- 
less excitement which spread from one to the other, 
and loosened tongues, and caused eager discussion. Yet 
there were some unmoved by these, or any other events, 
who sat apart in silent vacuity, with empty brains, 
happy, if that can be called happiness where there is 
nothing left but bodily pain and tiie physical satisfac- 
tion of food. These, his disciples, were to the Master 
a continual source of satisfaction: he thought that 
thev were uplifted, even to the severance of soul and 
body; he thought they were soaring, like himself, 
upwards to other worlds peopled by men and women 
advanced to wisdom unattainable here and to enjoy- 
ment inconceivable. And all without the least aids of 
instruction, exhortation, reading, prayer, or praise, such 
as in every other religion have always been found neces- 
sary. Think, if you can, of the glorious conditions of 
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that country in which, as in this House, the material 
wants of every man should be seciured for him without 
any anxiety or trouble on his own part. Think, if you 
can, of the splendid spirit of enterprise which would 
grow up among a people who had aJreadj all that they 
desired. Think, if you can, of a commimity cut off fi?om 
the outside world, forbidden to read, forbidden to speak 
except of things necessary, deprived of aims and ambi- 
tions. 

They were not all reduced to the condition naturally 
resulting from these rules ; many were still open to 
reason and to observation. With these the whispers 
grew into murmurs ; the murmurs swelled ; the verandah 
was crowded with fifty or sixty members, all talking at 
once and all talking loudly. 

Then rang the supper bell, loud and discordant. They 
stopped talking, and all together as usual trooped into 
the Hall. 

Sister Phoebe and Brother Silas occupied their custo- 
mary places opposite each other; the bride's face was 
red and angry, the bridegroom's sullen and resentful. 
Brother Charles — ^he whom the Committee had ordered 
to leave the House — occupied his own place, taking his 
food in his usual cold and gloomy silence. The places 
of Brother Gilbert and Sister Cicely were empty — ^it 
was true, then, they had fled. In his chair sat the 
Master, but with hanging head and heavy looks ; every- 
body knew that Cicely was to the old man as a daughter. 
Yet he had driven her away ; so admirable was his faith 
in his own teaching. No one, to be sure, has ever heard 
of a crank who shrank from acting, even to his own 
injury and unhappiness, up to his own crankiness ; and if 
the members of a crank's own household should refuse 
obedience, belief, and conformity, what must happen to 
them? The answer to this question is perfecily well 
understood by every woman who has a father or a 
husband in the tents of Crankiness. Wherefore, if 
women, instead of men, had framed the Litiurgy, they 
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would have added a special clause for protection against 
the crank ; and above all against the religious crank. 

Cicely was gone ; the Master had himself driven her 
out ; and now he sat in moinning which would last his 
life through, and beyond. 

There was more than simple moimiing in the Master's 
mind. He had lost the cluld. That was much. But 
he could not, as usual, send forth his soul into the 
unseen world for sweet commune with the child's 
mother; his spirit was heavy as lead within him; 
perhaps, he thought, the mother was angry with him. 
Had she not always loved her own husband, that pure 
and spotless saint? Yet he had acted on his own 
teaching, and in the spiritual interests of the child. 
Would the mother desert him? If he was to be 
deprived both of his spiritual sister and his spiritual 
daughter, what would become of him ? 

You have htard of the music with which, during 
supper, their souls were lifted up. The piano was 
played for them by a Grerman, the only musician in the 
House. This evening the piano was closed. The 
musician took his place at the tables. 

* No,' he said, with tears in his eyes, * I cannot play 
no more. The little girl' — he called her *Ze leedle 
curl,' but we must make allowance for emotion — * she 
has gone away. For five years have I played to make 
her dance when you have done what you call your 
dance — ^your crawl' — ^he called it ^grawl,' which one 
writes down, not in foolish ridicule, but because it 
really seems a word which very well describes the 
imcouth dance or shuffle of the members. It was not 
a crawl so much as a * grawL' * For five years, to be 
rewarded every evening with her lovely dance at the 
end. Her dance was my joy.. When she stopped I 
could feel my soul flying right out of my heaa and 

foing up — aright up, going up high — ^so nigh, that I 
on't know nosings where I am. No. I play no more. 
The little girl is gone.' 
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So he sat down, and b^an to drink coffee with as 
much avidity as if it had been Vienna beer. 

They knew not what he meant by the little girPs 
dancing. They never saw her dance. Nobody had 
ever seen her dance. Their one walk-roimd, or aouble 
shuffle, or * grawl,' that many of them performed for 
soothing purposes every night before going off, they 
knew, of course. But what did he mean by the joy of 
seeing the little girl dance ? However, they sat down, 
and m imwonted excitement they broke the bread of 
the evening meal. 

When supper was finished, the Englishman known as 
Brother Charles rose and went out, as he had done 
every evening since his arrival. The others assumed 
their usual position; leaning their backs against the 
table, with feet outstretched, with hands folded, and 
their heads leaning slightly down. Some of them — 
those who have been indicated as the most advanced in 
vacuity — went off instantly. Of the rest it was noticed 
that the Master was restless ; as a rule he lost no time 
in setting his soul under weigh ; this evening he fidgeted 
and changed his position ; ne crossed his Tegs, he laid 
his hand on the table, he supported his head on the 
other hand, he kept his eyes closed ; but it was obvious to 
all that he was neither asleep nor in Meditation. Sister 
Phoebe and Brother Silas, in general most zealous in 
Meditation, were equally restless ; and at least half the 
members fidgeted in their places, getting no nearer the 
point of absorption. Some of them, without the aid of 
the music, tried their shuffling dance, but it proved power- 
less to soothe anyone. In a word, for the first time the 
Community were unable to meditate; they remained 
wide awake ; they became only more wide awake the 
longer they sat there. 

Then Sister Euphemia arose and spoke. She made 
a great speech. 

^ Brothers and sisters,^ she said, ^ a very terrible and 
cruel thing has been done in the House this day.** 
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Sister Phoebe groaned. ^ I mean to say what I think. 
Those of us who have gone off won't hear ; those of us 
who can'^t go off may say what they please. I don't 
care what tney say. A cruel thing it was. I was on 
the Committee, but I couldn't help it. They took 
Cicely, that sweet child, the only pretty thing in the 
House, and they took Gilbert, the only man in the 
place who's awake and real, and they drove them into 
rebellion. They've run away together. Will they 
come back again ? I don't think so.' 

Nobody answered her. She went on with what 
turned out to be a long sermon. 

* Brothers and sisters, we're a frumpy lot. There's 
nothing interesting about any of us except those two. 
We pretend to forget our Past — we shut our eyes and 

Sretend that it isn't there. Most of us have got a 
ismal Past — ^I have, for one — Pve pretended to forget 
it for twenty years. But Gilbert showed me that I 
hadn't. A bad Past — some of us have got. But those 
two haven't got any Past at all. Some said that Gilbert 
was a British lord, and therefore a profligate. He isn't. 
He's only a well-behaved young gentleman, and he loves 
the girl, down to the very ground she walks upon. 

* I've seen it growing with both of them. I've sat 
under the trees with my knitting, and watched them, 
timid and shy, and trying to explain. Oh ! as if I didn't 
know what it means! As if I could ever forget the 
Past ! It made me so happy that I can't tell you, only 
to look on, till I saw that they imderstood each other 
at last. And then they were criticised. Sakes alive ! 
What for? 

*They told the girl — ^that delicate, dainty flower — 
that she was to marry a man who's little better than a 
stable boy : his place is in the farmyard among the pigs 
and the straw-— look at him ! And they told the young 
man, who's just as sensitive as any lady, that he was to 
marry a woman ten years older than himself, with no 
more feelings than the cheese-press and no more manners 
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than a dairymaid — ^look at her ! So they Ve run away. 
And what those two poor Iambs will do out in the wide 
world the good Lord only knows ! 

* They loved each other,*" she went on, growing more 
eloquent. * Oh ! why did I come here out of the world ? 
It was to forget the misery of lost love. Why did they 
run away ? To escape the misery of lost love. What 
does the Committee know of love? Nothing. What 
does the Master know of love ? Nothing. He tells us 
to avoid Single Attachments. Fve been here twenty 
years, Fm the oldest member next to the Master, and 
Fve never seen one person advanced an inch by keeping 
out of Single Atta!chments — ^not one inch. Only here 
and there a saint like the Master comes out perhaps — ^I 
don't know for sine — ^the stronger for being alone all the 
time. And even he, if you come to think of it, loved 
the girl. Fve been looking on for twenty years. Fve 
never spoken before, because I wanted to forget the Past, 
and all that I had to say depended on my own past 
experience. But I will say it now, if it's only just for 
once. I look round, I say, and I see that we are all of 
us, all together, except the Master, growing selfish more 
and more. The Master says we stand every one alone. 
So we do, I dare say, but we stand in a crowd as well, 
and we ought to help each other all we can, and to lean 
on each other, and to think more about each other than 
about om-selves. There is no support or encouragement 
to be got here from anybody : we are looking out, every 
one for himself. We are Uke pigs feeding in a trough, 
each helping himself; we have no thought, nor pity, nor 
care for any one but ourselves. Oh ! my friends, this is 
the end of our beautiful commimity ! 

*Why, when Gilbert came — bless him! — ^we had 
almost through long silence lost the power of speech 
altogether. We had left off asking how it fared with 
the Soul. We were dropping into a deadly, dismal, 
selfish silence. Was that what we came here for ? 

^What do we see when we go off in Meditation? 
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Eh ! I ask any of you what do we see ? I have been 
here twenty years — all the time mistaking forgetftilness 
for Elevation — every evening I make mat mistake — 
same as all of us. I don^t want that any more. I want 
to remember, not to forget. What do we get out of 
Meditation but forgetfulness ? Does anybody get any- 
thing else ? Does any one,' she repeated earnestly — ^ any 
one in this room — ^any one who's awake and can answer 
— ^get anything else ? Does any one remember anything 
that he saw, or heard, or felt in Meditation ?' 

* I remember,** said the musician, * a little girl and a 
lovely dance. And now she's gone.' 

* Hold up hands all of you who remember anything of 
last night's Meditation.' 

Not a hand was held up. 

^WhyP she asked triumphantly, feeling her own 
strength. * Meditation is a lovely thing. The Master 
is carried up to the Heavens in Meditation. When he 
comes back, he remembers. Why do we remember 
nothing ? Because we have been going down — down — 
down — ^getting more and more selfish, more silent, each 
for himself more and more. That is why.' 

The company murmiured. Then one of them, one of 
the younger women, yet a woman of thirty or so, rose 
and spoke in her turn. 

*What Sister Euphemia says is true. I remember 
nothing — I have got n6thing out of Meditation. But 
this is a Home to me, and there is no other Home in all 
the world except this — ^for me. I cannot forget the Past, 
because I know that if I go back again there is not one 
of all the people — ^the people — ^the dear people who 

loved me once '* her voice broke down — ' who would 

take me in and love me again. I couldn't dare ask it.' 
She sat down and covered her face. 

* Poor dear !' said Euphemia. * She cannot forget the 
Past : can any one among us forget the Past ? 

* What are we to do, then ? 

^We must become brothers and sisters in reality. 
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woA tof CAai iKutt jod nop ttiA iKoet* We ■art 
■Mke tbe TOUDger u i rnil i e i t many for love; we oHBt 
fcsve dukben wmiiig as; we nnot nake cmr fii>ei 
hafifMer. Oh! I we a tlioiiaud wmji. LeaieittonK. 
ToonMOy lesveitto tbessten: tli^ ave brig^bter tibm 
joobecaaietli^talkaiare. Aodjoa women, fo-nomnr 
wewiUtalk.^ 

Then the nmndan aroae and walked adenmlj to the 
piano, which he opened with the air <rf an offidating 
dfarmxuoL Hekmedniand^andhe said^^Let assing.'* 

He i^yed a German fidk-mig, and began to ang it 
himara in a foil p ow e rf u l baritooe. The Conmranity 
had nerer befine neard any mging, ezoqit the Ug^ 
Ycnoe ci dcdj at her work« They listened. They 
knew no words; present ly they began to join in one by 
one. At last they were all nngmg — a scmg literaUy 
withocit words ; hipi tip in the astonidied rafters rolled 
and rang the Ycrioes of those who sai^, one with another. 
Here was no longer the least desire ror Meditation; the 
Tacooosexpressionwentoat of their faces; life and light 
returned. 

The finging was at its heig^ when the Master, who 
had not neen meditating, but was absorbed in gloomy 
reaction and fcnebodings, became aware of something 
unusual. He looked round him, rose, and walked out of 
the Hall without remark. 

At last th^ ffrew tired of ringing. 

^Now,^ cried the leader, the delivero*, the new Joan of 
Arc, ^ we have b^;un, and we will go on. To-morrow 
we must let them all know what we mean. Theresa 
going to be a diange in our ways. Those who please 
may meditate. For my own part I have meditated for 
twenty long years, and nothing at all has come of it. I 
shall try for the Higher lifa by talking and singing and 
helmng the others.^ 

Thus simply and unexpectedly was struck the first blow 
of the great rebellion which transformed the House. 
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CHAPTER Xni. 

WHAT IS HEE NAME? 

Meantime Gilbert had recovered his portmanteau from 
the House and was enabled once more to put himself 
into the sombre habiliments which represent evening 
dress. A pleasing discovery awaited him ; on opening 
the portmanteau he foimd that his watch and chain, his 
rings, his seals, his studs, the silver topped toilet things, 
his silver cigarette case, his gold pencil case, his ivory 
brushes, and all the little costly things with which a 
younff man loves to fiimish his travelling gear and him- 
self, nad vanished. Everything that could be turned 
into money was gone. His purse, you remember, had 
already gone. He gazed at the gaps left in the port- 
manteau : and he laughed grimly, because he entertained 
no doubt at all as to the person who had conveyed away 
that valuable and saleable property. 

^Good Heavens r he said, in admiration. ^To him 
nothing is mean: nothing degrades: nothing is im- 
worthy. He does these things and he preserves the 
manners of a Duke ! He organizes villainous con- 
spiracies : he invents villainous Long Firms : he concocts 
villainous frauds — all in the Noble, Stately, and Grand 
Style : and besides these schemes which mark his great- 
ness, he does not disdain the humble practice of the area 
sneak. A wonderful man ! A marvellous man ! And 
to-day is Thursday: and on Saturday — ^we shall see — 
what shall we see ?^ 

Then he remembered the message. ^ What must be 
done shall be done, but not by your hands.^ 

*Why do I trust these words?' he asked himself. 
^ There is no reason at all : not the least reason. The 
thing is miraculous : it is supernatural : it haunts me : 
yet I trust it.' 

At the customary hour he presented himself. In the 

a 16 
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middle of the room stood Cicely, receiving, with colour 
a little heightened, the last touch from the maid. 

* I think we have done very well,' said Lady Osterley, 
critically superintending. * To-morrow we must get 
some more things for you, my dear child, if the shops 
of this town are equal to the occasion.' 

Gilbert stepped forward. The maid withdrew, took 
the pin out of ner mouth, and watched his astonishment, 
pleased as an artist at the result of her work. 

Lady Osterley stepped aside with an expectant smile. 
Cicely stood revealea. 

* Heavens V cried Gilbert. * What have they done to 
you. Cicely T 

She was transformed : not in £eu», because any chance 
in that face would be a change for the worse ; but me 
was glorified. She was no longer Sister Cicely of the 
House of Meditation, disguised with hair cut short, 
hanging over her ears, and m the most hideous costume 
possible to imagine. She was Cicely of the world : 
Cicely of Outside. The maid, recognising the splendid 
possibilities of face and figure, had Kept that pin in her 
mouth all the afternoon while she brought to bear on 
the subject all the artistic feeling and craft that she 
possessed. The result was a realhr high-class work of 
Art. You know that artificial out extremely lovely 
product of the gardener's skill, the Moss rose; you 
also know the very humble but also lovely product of 
Nature, unaided, and left to the hedge ana to the cold 
wind, the Briar rose. By what magic art can one trans- 
form the Briar rose into the Moss rose in a single after- 
noon P Gilbert stood staring in amazement. Then he 
went down on one knee, as to a queen, and took her 
hand and kissed it. 

* My dear,' he said, * you are always beautiful ; now, 
for the first time, your dress sets off your face.' 

* You are satisfied, Gilbert, with our afternoon's work?* 
asked I^ady Osterley. 

Satisfied ? Good Heavens ! He could not reply. 
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Cicely stood before him blushing and confused. Yet 
she held her head erect, as if these fine things actually 
belonged to her of right, and from the beginning. She 
had just been brought out of the dressing-room where 
the maid had been shut up with her all the afternoon 
with this result. Her haur was dressed in something 
like the mode — as near as its cruel shortness permitted ; 
she wore one of Dorabyn''s own white dresses, hurriedly 
altered for her, all covered with beautiful lace and em- 
broidery ; there was a touch of colour at the throat. 

Gilbert saw the eflTect, but did not ask how it was 
produced : her slender neck was set off with a necklace 
of pearls and ffold : her half bare arms were adorned 
with two bracelets : a white flower was in her hair : she 
looked more dainty, more exquisitely, delicately beautiful 
than even Gilbert, her lover, could have imagined possible 
— and she stood before him blushing, smiling, pleased to 
please her lover, wondering why she herself was so pleased 
with her new finery, she wtio had never in her life before 
had dreams of dress or yearnings after lovely things. 
Can you imagine, my dear yoimg lady, the existence of 
a girl with no dreams of dress ? 

* Cicely,' said Gilbert, taking her hand, * Dorabyn will 
make you as queenly as herself.' 

The maid retired, well pleased with this homage to 
her powers. She knew, of course, to whom the credit 
was due ; this assurance is too often the only reward of 
the artistic lady's-maid. ^ As for her dress when she 
came ' — ^this was what she told the nurse — ' I assure you 
that I was ashamed — ^ashamed to look at it — ^I wouldn't 
dress a scullery maid so : and for a voung lady — ^but 
there ! I suppose they're just carried away with fads 
and fancies ! I blushed ; I really did : it was almost 
improper. Boots like a ploughboy's ; stockings of wool ; 
frock just a common serge: her hair short — the most 
beautiful soft and silky hair you ever saw, cut round her 
ears. Oh ! I could have sat down and cried to see the 
Lord's gifts and graces thrown away in such a manner. 
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Well, my dear, I know a figure when I see one — ^there's 
not too many good figures to be found. My lady her- 
self hasn^t got a finer figure than Miss Cicely. All the 
afternoon IVe been over the job. Now she^s dressed 
like a countess. When you take in the boy for good- 
night, look at her — ^you may well look at her, for you 
won't find a lovelier young lady anywhere. Lovely.? 
She'^s like an angel in Heaven now she's dressed ! And 
in white, like an angel !^ 

^ fine feathers,' said the nurse, * make fine biids. Not 
but what my lady has got a figure.' 

* Well, you look at the yoimg lady. I suppose she is 
a lady bom, otherwise Mr. Gilbert wouldn't have fallen 
in love with her. And my lady wouldn't otherwise take 
her in, even to oblige Mr. Gilbert. She'll make a lovely 
bride.' 

^ What's her name F asked the nurse. 
^I don't know. My lady only called her Cicely. 
And I called her Miss uicely. 

The same question occurred to Lady Osterley. What 
was her name? You can get along very well with a girl 
in domestic matters even if you know only her Christian 
name, but for external affairs it is really necessary to 
know her surname. 

It was close upon dinner-time. Mr. Annandale would 
probably dine with them, and Lady Osterley suddenly 
remembiered that there must be a little ceremony of 
introduction. 

* Before we go do>vn, Gilbert, there is one thing — 
how could we forget it ? — ^you have not told me Cicely's 
name.' 

* Cicely's name ? Did I forget to tell you Cicely's 
name? Why — ^I don't know her name. What is it, 
Cicely ? Now I come to think about it, Dorabyn, she 
hasn't got any name.' 

^ Nonsense. She must have a name. Everybody has 
a name.' 
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* Cicely hastft then. She's the only person in the 
world who hasn't got a name. You see, she was bom 
in the House ; we all have Christian names only in the 
Community ; we leave our surnames behind us when we 
leave the world. I have, in fact, already forgotten my 
own. Cicely never left the world, because this is the 
first time she has ever entered the world. You have no 
name, have you, Cicely ? 

* I have never known any other name than Cicely.' 
*Well — ^but what was your father's name?' asked 

Lady Osterley. 

Cicely shook her head gravely. 

* He never told me. 1 did not know that he had a 
name. In the House he was Brother Raymond.' 

* Oh ! but this is absurd. We can't introduce you 
about as Cicely, daughter of Brother Raymond, can we ? 
Don't you really know yoiu: own fatner's name, my 
dear?* 

Cicely shook her head again. She really did not 
know this elementary fact. 

And then there happened a most wonderful thing : one 
of the things that are improbable in the highest degree : 
a thing so strange that Gilbert now believes it to be one 
link in a chain of events specially brought about by the 
Intelligence — ^the Soul — ^the Unseen Personality — ^which 
sent him the message so fiill of hope and reassurance. 
Well, you shall hear what happened. 

* My fathefr never told me ms name,' Cicely repeated. 
^ He left his name behind him, I suppose, when he came 
over from England. All the members of the House 
leave their Past behind them, names and all, when they 
come in. I should have done so, but I have no Past to 
leave — and no name.' 

^ She is the daughter of the House, Dorabyn, I told 
you. Her mother died at her birth.' 

* Poor girl ! But what are we to do ? Shall we invent a 
name for her— just for a little while, Gilbert, imtil '' 

Gilbert's- eyes fell on the desk which he had carried 
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away from the House. * You have told me that you 
have some papers here, Cicely,' he said, laying his hand 
upon it. * Do you think they might throw some light 
upon this vanished Past ? It may become important to 
find out not only your name, but your people at home. 
Do you think you could search the papers for some clue 
to your own belongings ?* 

Cicely opened the desk. * I have not looked into it,' 
she said, * for some years — ^for a long time. Here are 
some letters ' — she took out a bimdle — ^ letters which my 
father wrote to my mother before they were married — 
and some written by her to him. He treasured them, 
and so I have always kept them.' 

She took them out of the desk, and laid them on the 
table. * Here is a book of drawings and paintings — my 
mother's book : here is a book full of verse which my 
mother wrote: here is a book of music which I think 
was written by my mother.' 

* Will you look at your father's letters, Cicely ?' 

She untied the string and took out the letters. They 
were written in a handwriting most artistic, every letter 
being beautifully formed and finished as if it was an 
artistic eflTort of the greatest importance. But there 
was no signature except a single letter — * R.' 

* I can find no name,' said Cicely. * Will you look ?' 

^ It seems like sacrilege to look at a dead man's letters 
— and his love letters. But the occasion justifies us, 
perhaps.' 

Laay Osterley glanced at the letters. They were all 
written in the year 1873, and there were about twenty 
of them in all. *They do not tell us,' said Lady 
Osterley, * what we want to know. But they are ver|i^ 
remarkable letters. Cicely, your father must liave been 
a man of great elevation and some enthusiasm. These 
are the letters of a prophet, or a visionary. Was he a 
dreamer of dreams P 

*He belonged to the next world,' Cicely repUed 
gravely, * before he was permitted to go there.' 
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^They are all addressed **Dearest Alice^; and they 
are signed " R.,'' and nothing more. Let us see what 
else you have, Cicely.' 

* Here is my mother's book of verses.' 

Lady Osterley turned over the pages. * Why,' she 
said, * I have seen some of these verses. Where ? I seem 
to know them. They are verses of aspiration. Your 
father, Cicely, seems to have been equally mated. Oh ! 
but these are beautiful verses ; they ought to be pub- 
lished. We must read in this book again. Cicely. 
Meantime there is no name or signature.' 

* This is her book of paintings.' 

They were water colours, representing angels singing 
in a divine rapture ; souls borne upwards ; souls reaching 
down to help those still in earthly bonds; Heavenly 
messengers flying from world to world ; the lifting of the 
soul from the lowest depths. 

* Cicely,' said Lady Osterley, * it fills one with a kind 
of shame to feel how low one is lying. We must study 
this book again. Meantime, no name — ^no signatiure.' 

It was the same with the book of music — ^no name. 

*Here, then,' said Cicely, 'are two portraits taken 
when they were yoimg — ^before they married, before they 
left England : the only pictures I have of them.' 

Cicely took them out. They were cabinet photo- 
graphs. One of them represented a young man with a 
high square forehead and limpid eyes — ^the forehead and 
eyes oi an enthusiast — exactly the same forehead and 
the same kind of dreamy eyes that the Master had. 
His face was extremely handsome, but not strong : there 
was no fight in it : but there was the possibility of every 
Christian virtue — obedience, discipline, patience, faith, 
hope, and visions — ^yes, visions in plenty. 

* A strange and beautiful face,' said Dorabyn, taking 
up the portraits. * This other is yoiu: mother, I suppose. 
Why— I seem to know that face. Surely I know that 
face.' This too was the face of one who might become 
a visionary : Cicely resembled her mother in the sweet- 
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ness of her face ; in the purity of her face ; in the 
seriousness of her face; she lacked, however, the 
mysterious depths that lay in her mother's eyes, which 
were like wells of light and faith. *You curiously 
resemble her. Cicely — oh! you are so very much like 
her. But — but — ^but where have I seen this face? 
Where have I seen this face ? 

She turned the portrait to the light and looked at it 
with a kind of TCwiiderment. * I know the face,* she 
said. * I am certain that I know the face. I have seen 
her somewhere. Where have I seen her ? 

She handed it to Gilbert. 

^It reminds me of someone,* he said. ^like you, 
Dorabyn, I know the face. Whose is it ? 

Just then the nurse brought in the boy to say good- 
night. Gilbert looked up and caught the child's face 
as he held it up for his mother to kiss. 

* Why, Dorabyn, it is like the boy. Look at it.' 
She looked from boy to picture and from picture to 

boy. * It « Uke him,' she said. * It is strangely like 
him. Grood-night, my son, good-night. Is it coinci- 
dence, Gilbert ?' 

* Gt)od heavens !' he cried. * It is like — oh ! is it 
possible that I did not see it at once? And Cicely, 
too ! Why, it is like her, too — it is stamped all over 
her face — Can't you see it, Dorabyn ? Are we dream- 
ing ? Are we in a world of shadows ? She must have 
been some close relation.' 

These were incoherent words. He stopped and re- 
placed the photograph in Dorabyn's hands. * Is it 
possible?' he miumured. *Does it still escape you? 
Cannot you see the resemblance ?" And he turned away 
his face. For the person resembled was nothing less 
than Lady Osterley's husband, the man who had 
brought about all their misery. 

The man's wife laid the picture, fax% downwards, 
on the table. ^ I see the likeness,' she said in a hard 
voice. 
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Cicely looked from one to the other : Gilbert stood 
with guilty, hanging head, and face averted. Lady 
Osterley sat with contracted brow, and eyes in which 
nothing could be discerned but wrath implacable. 
Then Cicely's eyes grew large and full of light and gazed 
afar off. 

* Oh V she cried, returning, * you must not : you must 
not. My mother says that you must not. " Forgive — 
forgive — forgive — ^now, if ever.*" * 

* Child !' said her new friend, * what do you mean ? 
Your mother ? Where is she ?' 

^ She is dead. But I can go to her when I please. 
She says, " Forgive — ^forgive — forgive.''' 

'You don't understand, Dorabyn,' said Gilbert. 
'The House is a House of spiritual connections and 
strange experiences. When Cicely tells you what her 
mother says, you may understand that her mother does 
say so.' 

* I understand nothing, Gilbert — neither you, nor 
this child — ^nothing, except the likeness — and that I 
know now whose the portrait is.' 

'Who is it?' 

' Cicely's mother was that man's sister.' 

Lady Osterley turned to Cicely. ' Your mother, my 
dear. I met her once only, many years a^o, when I 
was a child. I knew — other members of her family 
more intimately, when I grew up. Your mother was 
the eldest of her family. It is strange ! It is strange !' 

' Oh ! You knew my mother. Then listen when she 
says, " Forgive, forgive." ' 

Lady Osterley drew her closer, and kissed her on the 
forehead. ' Child !' she said, ' may you never learn how 
hard it is to forgive ! There are some things which — 
pray, my dear, that you may never encounter such 
things. Let me look at one or two of her letters. Let 
me only look at their signature.' 

Cicely gave her the bundle of letters tied up with 
ribbon. Lady Osterley turned to the end of the first 
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letter and read the signature, which she showed to 
Gilbert. 

* Is it not most strange ?' she asked. 

* It is more strange than you think. If you knew 
all ^^ but he stopped. 

* Cicely^ — Lady Osterley took her hands and held 
them closely — * you are the daughter of Alice Osterley, 
the sister of my husband. He was six years her junior.' 

* Is my name Osterley, too ?' 

*No — ^no. Oh! I remember now. She married a 
man named Raymond Moulton : I have heard of it since, 
from her sister. He was a man with strange opinions — 
poetical and visionary. But he made her believe what- 
ever he believed. Indeed, I think she was ready to 
believe everything that was saintly. They were married, 
and he gave away all his money and took his wife to 
America, and to this day no one knows what became of 
them. They came here, then. Strange, Cicely, that I 
should come across her daughter here ! There was a 
preacher or minister of some kind who went away with 
them : he had been a Baptist, I believe ; or a Bible 
Christian ; or something humble : but he preferred to 
create a little revelation for himself. I have heard them 
talk about him, as well. They said he was a man of no 
education, but with gifts and graces : he had eloquence : 
he could move people; and he had a most splendid 
voice. Oh ! it is all so wonderful ! And you are her 
daughter — ^Alice's daughter — my husband'^s niece !' 

* He has the splendid voice still,' said Gilbert. * But 
if you only knew all !' 

*My dear,' Lady Osterley went on, *your mother, 
whom you so much resemble, was the most saintly 
woman in the whole wide world. She was a miracle of 
holiness and sweetness. She lived far above everybody 
else. In the Catholic Church they would have canonized 
her. She had the most exquisite dreams and visions : 
she put them into poetry : she put them into pictures : 
she sang them and she painted them. It is so strange 
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—-oh! so strange — ^that I should have come here to 
meet her daughter !' She kept on repeating the words : 

* The strangeness of it !' 

'Yes; said GUbert again; « and far, far stranger than 
you know. 

She paid no heed to these words, though they, too, 
were a repetition. 

*You are my niece, child: my boy's first cousin. 
You must love me and your cousin, too." She kissed 
the girl asain, but with a little shudder, because the 
shadow of her husband stood between them. * It is so 
strange !' she repeated ; * so very strange and wonderful ! 
Yes — ^you have your mother's face — that sweet and 
serious face. My husband had the features — ^but there 
were reasons — ^yes, good reasons — ^why he could not have 
that face.' 

* This precious desk !' said Gilbert. * How lucky that 
we brought it along ! Cicely Moulton — ^Moulton — 
Miss Moulton — do you Uke your new name just to wear 
for a Uttle interval r 

* I like to think that I have a friend who knew my 
mother,' Cicely replied. ^ What does it matter about a 
name .?' 

*0h! I wish I had known all this before,' said Gilbert; 

* and the likeness is so wonderful ! I ought to have 
guessed it. Yet — likeness in unlikeness.' 

* Only the lines of the face are like his, Gilbert. Let 
us abide by the unlikeness.' 

*Yes — ^yet — ^if you only knew. However — ^you are 
Lady Osterley's niece. Cicely— only you must call her 
Dorabyn, because that is her name. And her boy is 
yoin: cousin — and we will take you to England and find 
you plenty of cousins in addition — some of them most 
eligible cousins.' 

* You must not wait for me if you are going in search 
of cousins. Cicely, because I shall not return to England 
for a long time.' 

* My dear Dorabjm ' — what did Gilbert mean ? And 
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why did he look so strangely serious? 'To-day is 
Thursday, On Sunday — ^next Sunday — ^we shall leave 
this town and go to New York, On Monday or Tues- 
day we shall leave New York by the first steamer that 
sails. And a week later, Dorabyn, or eight days at the 
most, you shall be in your own country house, or in 
your own town house — which you choose. 

*You are for the moment deranged by your new 
happiness, my dear Gilbert. What does this mean ? 

* I have, I assure you, this information on the very 
best possible authority. Cicely, in fact, gave it to me — 
by order of her mother.' 

He spoke quite gravely and seriously. 

* I do not pretend to understand you, Gilbert."* 

* I do not pretend to understand myself; all I know is 
that Cicely, child of your sister-in-law, is here, unknown 
to you or anyone else : that I have been brought here : 
that you have been brought here : that you have been 
able to discover this dear girPs parentage : and that — 
there are other things.' 

* Yes, I can see that there are other things. Well — 
I can wait. Come now, we must go to dinner. Mr. 
Annandale will be waiting for us.' 

She was wrong. Mr. Annandale was not waiting for 
them. He was not there at all. They dined without 
him, a silent party, pleased to be silent. After dinner 
they sat on the balcony which overlooked the street. 

It was the first time that Cicely had seen a street. It 
was a hot, still night and the street was crowded with 
people^ strolling up and down. The city of Alderman- 
bury contains eighty thousand people, of whom fifteen 
thousand are working girls. Ooviously, therefore, the 
majority of the passengers were working girls taking the 
air after work : they walked arm in arm, two or three 
abreast: they chattered gaily: they looked happy. 
The yoxmg man was conspicuous by his absence. 
Where is the young man of Aldermanbury ? He is 
away. He is out West. The girls do the work that 
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he should have done. Therefore they get no love, and 
have neither husband nor children. Whereby the good 
old American stock is dying out, and there are grave 
doubts whether the great Cosmopolitan Blend — of 
German, Irish, Scandinavian, Italian, Russian, Polish, 
French blood — will possess virtues of its own sufficient 
to compensate for its loss. 

* How they talk !' said Cicely, excited and interested. 
^ How they laugh ! Oh ! how pretty it is ! Are they 
all wicked, Gilbert ? 

*A11 alike. Cicely; desperately wicked. They like 
pretty things to put on — ^you understand that wicked- 
ness, don*t you.? And they like to talk about anything 
— ^you understand that temptation, too — ^and they would 
all of them — or nearly all — like someone to love them 
— ^you understand that form of wickedness, don'^t you ?' 

* You mean that they are not wicked at all, Gilbert.^ 

* Not a bit more than the people you have left behind. 
Rules cannot make people better.' 

Cicely was silent, still gazing at the crowd below. 

* They are all alone in space,' she murmured. * The 
Master said so. All these people are alone, and they 
are all going up or down.' 

* They are not quite alone. They are hand in hand. 
They go up or down together. You must not think so 
mucn of the going up or down, dear Cicely. You are 
in the world which has many interests of the day ; so 
many that very few of us ever ask whether we are going 
up or down.' 

* But we must. The Master says that there is ijpthing 



* Since he has cut you off from everything, he is right, 
1 suppose. Certainly at the House it was much more 
wholesome for you to consider yourself than the people 
round vou.' 

*TeIl me, Cicely,' said Lady Osterley, * something 
more about your parents. Your mother died and you 
never saw her ?' 
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*Oh, yes ! I see her every day.' 

* You think you do — ^yes — ^you think about her.* 

* My £Bither talked about her every day : he kept the 
place where she is buried covered with flowers : the place 
is in the coppice at the end of the lawn : between a lime 
tree and a maple. You know it, Gilbert F 

* Yes, Cicely, I know it welL' 

* Brother Charles — ^who is a bad man — sits every 
afternoon on the bench there. Even the flowers droop 
when he sits there. But only her dust lies there. She 
herself is in a better world, and my father with her. 
They were never parted. Every day he went away to 
talk with her : every day she caUed him. Now they are 
both together, they do not forget me. Every day they 
call me.** 

^ Dear child, I understand nothing.' 

For her face was full of li^ht, as of one who looks 
upon a distant q>lendour. Lady Osterley looked and 
wondered, and shivered. 

^ I will tell her — ^I will ask her to make you under- 
stand. Something is to be done ; and it is all in her 
hands : I know it is. Hush ! she caUs me !^ Cicely 
sprang to her feet and listened. ^ Hush ! she calls me ! 
I must be alone with her.' She walked out of the room, 
and shut her own door. 

* What does she mean, Gilbert ? asked Lady Osterley. 
^ What does it all mean ? What do you mean by what 
you kept saying about things being stranger still F 

* My dear Dorabyn, I am not mad. I am quite cer- 
tain tiiat my dear Cicely is not mad. But I do know 
that she has trances : in her trances she thinks that she 
is in communication with her mother. The Master — 
the Leader in the Community of Cranks, the Crankiest 
of all — ^has similar illusions, if they are illusions ; Cicely's 
father had the same illusions. Cicely brin^ me messages 
which she cannot understand ; but I can. Laugh at me, if 
you please. But, Dorabyn, I cannot choose but believe.' 

^ You, Gilbert, to believe in trances and spiritualism P* 
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* This is not stupid spiritualism. There are no pre- 
tences here. It is very certain to me that this girl 
communicates with her dead mother. Sometimes she 
remembers what her mother tells her — ^that is when the 
words concern herself: sometimes she forgets when she 
has uttered them. That is when the words are a 
message. I have received several messages from her 
mother in this way.' 

* You, Gilbert ? You ? Messages from Alice ? 
*As you say: from Alice. Rrom that lofty and 

saintly soul wno was allowed to remain on earth no 
longer than to give birth to Cicely. Then she went 
away. But still — Dorabyn, listen very seriously. It is 
Alice who is guiding things. She brought me here. 
She brought you here. She made me bring Cicely here. 
And, beUeve me, there are other things, greater things 
still, which she will accomplish for her daughter — and 
her sister-in-law.' 

The time had been when words sudi as these from 
Gilbert would have been a mockery^ or a parody. In 
fact, they would have been impossible. Ladv Osterley 
listened with wonder and with that mixture oi eagerness 
and doubt which faUs upon one when the veil seems 
lifted if only a little. 

* Come, Dorabyn,' Gilbert went on ; * Cicely has gone 
into her own room in order to fall into trance. If you 
are curious, you can go and look — ^you need not be afraid. 
Nothing coiild wake her, if it be as I think.' 

Dor£3>yn opened the door. She came back in a 
moment, terrined. 

* Gilbert! Come. It is dreadful. She is lying on 
the couch rigid, in a kind of catalepsy.' 

Gilbert followed her. They stood over the uncon- 
scious girl. 

* Do not be afraid,' he said. * She will return pre- 
sently. Is she not beautiful, Dorabyn ?' 

< She is very beautifrd. Her beauty is ethereal, like 
her mother's.^ 
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^ Dorabyn, you remember those days whoi you used 
to write me long letters? Well, out of those letters 
there grew up in my mind an ideal woman. Not you, 
but like you. We could never have loved in that way. 
But she wa« like you — as noble — as "^ 

* Noble, Gilbert? And I married — for ambition, 
because I would be the wife of a great statesman — ^that 
manf 

'As good and as generous and as sweet, Dorabyn. 
And the ideal woman — ^is Cicely.' 

He stooped and kissed her cold, white forehead ; and 
his voice dropped, and his eyes grew humid. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

HUSBAND AND WIFE. 

Tus English traveller, Mr. Annandale, was one of that 
large class of modems who spend a great part of their 
lives in travelling. They do not make voyages to 
Sjpitzbergen, nor do they explore Patagonia; nor are 
they found on the steppes of Siberia. Their travels 
are never beyond the modem hotel with its little com- 
forts; they cease to journey where claret and cham- 
pagne cease to be accessible : they look about for each 
other wherever they go. And they always find each 
other. Their knowledge of the world is limited to 
Clubland, which, although it is universal, is limited as 
to population. * I never go anywhere,' said Mr. Annan- 
dale, * without meeting someone I know."* The unex- 
pected meeting and tne unexpected greeting made up 
for this traveller the whole joy of strange lands. 

It was a most amazing circiunstance, had they re- 
flected upon it, that Mr. Annandale did not appear at 
dinner. Never before had he been known to break 
such an engagement. What had happened ? But there 
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were other things to engage their attention and his 
defection passed almost unnoticed. 

In the morning he appeared at breakfast. He looked 
embarrassed, a thing quite unusual in this man of the 
world. But there are things which may surprise even 
the most experienced man of the world. 

* Why did you not dine with me yesterday ?' Lady 
Osterley asked. 

*I was — I was out on a drive and — in fact — ^I was 
unable to get back in time. I am really very sorry. I 
can only hope that you did not wait.** 

* Not long. But let me introduce you to my niece, 
Miss Cicely Moulton. She is a niece of romance, only 
just discovered : a long lost niede : in fact, I think you 
may have known her mother, Mr. Annandale. She was 
my husband''s sister, Alice, who married a man named 
Moulton.* 

* Your husband^'s sister, Alice, who married Raymond 
Moulton? Really?' 

* Alice died in a House or Monastery near here.' 
Mr. Annandale started. * Cicely has been all her life 
a resident of the place — what is the matter, Mr. Annan- 
dale ?' For the veteran who ought to have been equal 
to any kind of unexpectedness looked bewildered to an 
extent incapable of concealment. 

* Nothing — only — in a House or Monastery near here? 
Is it a certain place called the House of Meaitation ?' 

*That, I believe, is its name. Cicely only left it 
yesterday.' 

* Only left it yesterday ? he repeated. * Only yester- 
day? Why — ^T was over there yesterday. Then, of 
course, she knows — ^she knows all the people there "^ 

* Oh yes,' said Cicely. * I know all the Brothers and 
Sisters.' 

*A11?' Mr. Annandale's face expressed more be- 
wilderment. 

* The House,' Lady Osterley went on, * is, I under- 
stand, an embodiment of Ra3nnond Moulton's dreams 

16 



Digitized by 



Google 



ie^v 



JM2 THE CITY OF REFUGE 

— equality, farotheiliood) woi^ and meditation. He 
died there some years after his wife. Gilbert found 
Cicely there, an orj^ian.** 

*Ohr he repeated stupidly. * Gilbert found her 
there! Oh! Gilbert found her there!' 

^ Yes, and brought her to me. She will not go back 
again, I believe."* 

* No,' said Gilbert, * she will not go back.' 

^ I imderstand. Quite so. Gilbert goes back though, 
I supposed 

* I think not.' 

* Then how? — ^I mean, why? And here he stopped, 
and said nothing more. 

Breakfast over, Gilbert and Cicely rose. 
^ Stay a moment. Lady Osterley,' said Mr. Annandale. 
^ I have something to tell you.' 

* I perceive, in fact, my friend, that you have some- 
thing on your mind.' 

*It is this.' He dropped his voice mysteriously, 
because there were other people in the room. * Yester- 
day afternoon I drove over to see this House or Com- 
munity, or whatever you call it. I was curious to see 
what Kind of place that was whose attractions were 
strong enough to convert Gilbert into a Brother and a 
costermonger. Of course, I supposed there w€is a 

woman. So there was. And yet "* He stopped 

abruptly. 

* Yes ? I was thinking of going over there myself. 
Did you find the place interesting ?' 

He looked at her in obvious expectancy. He observed 
no signs of any interest out of the ordinary in this com- 
munication of his. He cleared his throat, and proceeded 
to reveal all he had to tell. 

* And there, Lady Osterley — ^I think I ought to tell 
you — ^in fact, I must tell you — ^I had no suspicion or 
thought of the thing, I assure you — Grod forbid that I 
should go about prying — ^but there — quite accidentally^ 
I say — ^1 discovered your great secret.' 
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• 

^ My great secret, Mr. Annandale F 

* Why,^ thought the man, * should she go on to pre- 
tend surprise ?* 

^Your secret. I discovered the one cardinal fact 
which explains all.' 

^ Mr. Annandale, will you please explain your explana- 
tion ? 

*I will, if you wish it. I thought you would 
rather ^* 

* StiU, if you will, kindly. We cannot be too explicit 
when we come to discovering secrets.' 

* Well, of course you must be well aware of the way 
in which people talk about your silence and your 
husband's whereabouts. He must be alive, they say, 
because no announcement of his death has ever been 
made. Where is he, then ? Where is Lady Osterley ? 
She is reported as having been seen here and there. 
Why does she write to no one ? Why is it that even 
her husband's friends cannot hear of nis place of resi- 
dence ? That is what they say.' 

* It is. I know all that pertectly well.' 

* I can go home, if you permit me, with a complete 
answer to all these questions. I can say' — Lady 
Osterley took up her fan — * I can say — ^if you authorize 
me — ^that I have seen him. He lives in a Community. 
He is a crank, like his sister and his brother-in-law. He 
has gone to the Community which they founded. He 
has Deen converted to their crankiness. He is quite 
mad — ^and there he lives.' 

Lady Osterley made no reply. She held the fan 
before her face to hide the change of colour and her 
startled look. Of all things in the world she least 
expected this. That her husband should become a 
gambler by profession : that he should go down in the 
world: this would not surprise her: that he should 
become capable of any depths would not surprise her. 
But that he should have become a religious crank — 
yrhs,t could it mean ? 
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Mr. Annandale went on: ^And now, of course, I 
understand why Gilbert is there, too.' 

Lady Osterley shivered : for she understood, too, why 
Gilbert was there. * I will set you free ' — she remembered 
the words. How was she to be set free ? She understood, 
too, what those words meant. There was but one way 
of fi'eedom for her. 

* Gilbert,' this intelligent person continued, * is one of 
your oldest friends: you have sent him to look after 
your husband. He blelongs to the Commimity in order 
to be with him and to watch over him. I declare. Lady 
Osterley, that I have never known a case of truer friend- 
ship than this of Gilbert's. When I understood what 
it meant, and thought of him selling strawberries in the 
street — out of a basket, mind you — I thought I was 
going to cry. I did, indeed. Gilbert, you know ! I 
w€is never so amazed in aU my life,' Mr. Annandale went 
on. ^ I saw your husband sitting in the shade under 
some trees. I was so astonished that I did not beUeve 
my own senses. I asked one of the people who the man 
was. He told me it was Brother Charles — ^Brother 
Charles— Brother Charles— Brother ! Think of Sir 
Charles Osterley being a Brother ! Sir Charles Osterley 
— ^the proudest man in the whole world !' 

Lady Osterley put down her fan and drank a little 
iced water. 

* You say that you saw — with your own eyes — ^my 
husband — Sir Charles — my husbana — ^in the House ?' 

^ I did. And then, I say, I understood all. I called 
out to him. " You here, Sir Charles ?" I cried. He 
wouldn't answer. Oh ! he is stark, staring mad ! He 
Ufted his head and recognised me. I saw that he recog- 
nised me. But he wouldn't speak to me. He got up 
and walked away. I suppose he does not wish to see 
any of his old friends. He looks just the same — ^tall, 
austere, a devil of a fellow with his religious exercises, 
I should say — ^looks as if he wore a hair-shirt : the same 
old poker down his back — ^I beg your pardon, Lady 
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Osterley. His (euce is changed, thouffh. I thought he 
looked savage — ^perhaps because I disturbed him. I 
wonder what made him take up this particular craze ? 
Why did he go into the House of Meditation? I 
suppose because his sister was there before him.' 

* Indeed, Mr. Annandale, there are so many strange 
things happening '' 

* And you may understand my surprise this morning 
when you told me that this girl was his own niece — as 
like him as a ^rl can be to a man ! And you say they 
were together m this House. Good Heavens! Fancy your 
finding your niece in the same House as your husband V 

* But they did not know the relationship. Cicely did 
not even know her own name.** 

* And Gilbert came to look after him. Went so far 
as to sell strawberries along the street in a basket — 
carried a basket ! Did it very well, too.' 

*Mr. Annandale/ She had now entirely recovered 
her self-possession, and she went on acting her part. 
She sat up, laid aside the fan, and placea her hand 
upon his. * Since you know so much, my friend, learn 
a little more. Gilbiert has been in search of my husband 
for two years. The reason of my long silence was that 
I really did not know where he was. As for the reasons 
that brought him to the House of Meditation, I confess 
that I do not know them. Perhaps, as you suppose, he 
was influenced by his sister's example. Nor can I even 

fuess what he hopes to find in the place, or how long 
e will stay there.' 

* Is he, then, so hopelessly mad ?' 

* Hopelessly, I fear. There seems no hope at all for 
his kind of madness. And now, Mr. Annandale, for the 
next thing, please, for the moment, keep my secret to 

Jrourself. I do not wish his people, if I can help it, to 
earn anything about his mental condition. If it should 
happen that he is really settled down into a harmless 
visionary condition, I will tell them. Meanwhile, do 
not speak to anyone of what you have seen.' 
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* You have come here, of course, in order to see him ? 
She answered this very direct question evasively. 

^ I am going over this morning — ^immediately. Thank 
you for telling me — what you discovered — ^Mr. Annan- 
dale, and — ^if you please, do not again attempt to speak 
to him. You might waken old memories.' 

* Poor Charles ! What a change ! What a break 
up ! And when one thinks ^' 

Lady Osterley left him thinking. She had plenty to 
think about by nerself. Her husband in this very place ! 
And Gilbert with him ! What was Gilbert doing ? 
Looking after a madman? Had her husband really 
become an Enthusiast ? Was he mad ? Whjr was 
Gilbert here ? Then, once more, the words of Gilbert 
echoed in her brain. She remembered them. * I will 
set you free.'* He was there in order to set her free. 
How ? She trembled. The only way of freedom was, 
for one or the other, for the broken gamester, or for 
herself, to pass through the Gate of Death. One of 
the two must die for the freedom of the other. One 
must die. Gilbert would set her free. How ? A mist 
rose before her eyes : a horrible deadly sickness seized 
her. Alone in her bedroom she sank into a chair and 
lost consciousness. 

She came to herself after a little. Then — ^it was 
wonderful how, one after the other, the feeling of 
guidance by the dead hand seized and held each of 
them in turn — she looked up, and she whispered, ^ Alice ! 
Alice ! If you can hear me, listen. If you can help us 
in this fearful trouble, help us now. It is your own 
daughter you must help : it is your own brother : it is 
your brother^s wife : it is your brother's son : it is your 
daughter's lover. Alice, if you can hear me, as your 
daughter believes, tell me what to do.' 

A man of science once developed a theory that prayer 
is often a great help to the man who prays, because it 
leads him, in some quite scientific way, to a clearer 
imderstanding of the situation, and of tiie right pro« 
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portion of the events wluch lead up to it and affect its 
composition. This, he maintained, was the true function 
of prayer, and the only answer that ever comes to it. 
I give his opinion for what it is worth, and to enable 
those who agree with him to explain all that h«u5 gone 
before and all that follows. No answer came in words 
to the prayer : but Lady Osterley rose from her chair 
with decision in her mind. She felt no longer any hesi- 
tation nor any doubt. 

She opened the door of her room. In one of the two 
sitting-rooms Gilbert and Cicely sat laughing and love- 
making, as happy as two young lovers can hope to be. 
How could Gnbert laugh and talk so light of heart if 
his purpose was — that way ? 

In the other room, all the doors were wide open ; her 
boy was careering about the room, shouting and laugh- 
ing. He should never know : he must never know. 

She shut her door again : they should not be disturbed. 
She rang the bell, told her maid that she was going for 
a drive for an hour or two, put on her hat and went 
downstairs. 

She imderstood now what Gilbert meant by hinting 
at other things. If it was strange that Gilbert ana 
she herself, and Cicely, her niece, should all be brought 
together in the place where Alice died, it was still more 
strange that her husband, too, should be brought here. 
By this time she began to believe, as Gilbert himself 
believed, that they were brought here by one hand and 
for one purpose: it was the dead hand of Alice that 
brought them here, and the dead hand was to do more 
for them. What more ? 

It was about eleven in the forenoon when the carriage 
drove up at the porch and verandah of the House. Lady 
Osterley got down and told the driver to wait. No one 
was in the verandah : she looked in at the open door 
and saw a great, bare, ugly room with a permanent 
fragrance of fried steak, mmgled with that of pork and 
beeuis, hanging about the {dace. At the head of the 
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central table sat an old man, a venerable old man. He 
looked like one who was already dead : his hands were 
folded : his head was leaning back : his eyes were op^i. 
He, like Cicely, the evening before, was in a trance. 
Dorabyn shuddered, and went out into the open air. 

There were sounds of work : an engine of some kind 
was throbbing; and panting not far off: there was the 
thumping ana beating, the stumping about, the murmur 
and humming and echoing whicn belong to work of all 
kinds : before the House, and on either side of it, were 
gardens, kitchen-gardens, market-gardens, melon-patches, 
tomato-fields, vineyards, orchards : and about the garden 
were men at work, very leisurely work it seemea. At 
the end of the garden was a belt of wood. 

^He was under the shade of the trees,^ said Lady 
Osterley. She walked across the lawn and reached the 
coppice. 

X es. There, alone on a bench, his elbow on the 
arm : his chin in his hand : his hat beside him : sat her 
husband, the man who had done all the mischief. As 
he sat there, in deep shade, with the pallor of his face, 
and the austerity of his brow, he looked like an ideal 
preacher or theologian : he mi^ht have sat for the por- 
trait of the most uncompromismg Puritan or Calvinistic 
Divider of the Word : some Hammer of Heresy. Yet 
there was no change in him. Such he looked when she 
married him : so he looked in the House : thus he com- 
manded the respect of the world, but never its affection. 

As the wife gazed upon him, she remembered the 
days, not so Ions past, when she awaited his coming, 
the visits of the irigid lover, with a kind of awe ; when, 
with the same pale cheek and cold eye, he seemed to her 
more than a man in his wisdom and nis austerity and his 
freedom from the common weaknesses. She remembered 
how nothing moved him : not injustice and wrong — ^they 
were things which had to be removed out of tne way : 
not ambition even — ^high place — ^the highest — ^was the 
certain end for such a man. Not any kind of sport, 
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game, recreation : not desire for literary fame : not any 
endeavour to move the populace ; if plain, cold reason 
would not succeed, rhetoric should not. She saw in him 
a strong, able, cold man, one who never swerved from 
his high pmrpose, never lost his temper, and was a hero 
even to his valet. That time returned to her. And 
while she stood and looked upon him, she remembered 
the awakening : the sacrifice of half her fortime : her 
discovery of me truth : the sudden, tragic end of that 
Act. 

No change ? Yes. Suddenly some thought crossed 
his mind. His face lost its austerity : it clouded over : 
the pallor remained, but it only brightened the terrible 
change that came upon him and revealed the devil within 
him. He sat up : he looked about him with sudden 
surprise : his face before had been hidden with a mask. 
Now, it was fiill of evil thoughts and evil memories : it 
was natural. 

* He has gone down — down — deeper than I thought,' 
said his wife. 

She stepped forward. He knew the footstep— tinned 
his head and recognised her. Then he rose and bowed 
gravely, as if receiving a visitor, with the same calm and 
mdifference with whidi he had treated Gilbert. 

* Lady Osterley ?^ he asked, showing in his voice no 
sign of any emotion whatever. 

* I heard by accident. Sir Charles, that you were here. 
Mr. Annandale, whom you may remember — ^formerly an 
acquaintance of yoiurs — saw you here and told me of 
your presence here. A strsucige place, but you have 
your reasons, no doubt.' 

* Annandale ? Why not say at once that it was Mr. 
Gilbert Maryon who brought you here P 

* Gilbert had not given me to imderstand that you 
were here. He does not know, as yet, that I have heard 
of your residence here. It is enturely by accident that 
I am at Aldermanbury.' 

^ Then he did not tell you why I am here P 
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^Certainly not. I have come partly to ask that 
question, if you choose to answer it. This is a very 
strange place for you to select as a home. There are 
other thmgs I want to ask you — always supposing that 
you will answer these questions.' 

*Will you sit down while you are asking these 
questions? You must allow me to exercise my own 
judgment as to answering any question.' 

* Thank you, I wiD standL Answer or not, as you 



* Then you will allow me ? Thank you. The morn- 
ing is hot. I will sit down. Now, Lady Osterley, if 
you please we will take your questions.' Again, as with 
Gilbert, the reverse of the true situation : the appearance 
of the Judge examining the accused. 

* My position you will understand — ^to begin with — 
when I tell vou that I have resolved on enduring banish- 
ment for life or anything else provided that I can save 
my son from the knowle<^e of ids father's life. I have 
come abroad so that I may not be asked questions about 
you. I shall stay abroad so long as anybody remains 
who would be likely to inquire after you. You have 
been recognised here by an old acquaintance. I do not 
suppose mat he will keep the secret, although I have 
asked him to do so. Such things as these get about. 
It will become known, sooner or later, that you are here. 
Your mother and sister, if they hear of your place of 
residence, will certainly come out to see you. They are 
continually imploring me to tell them where you are 
and how you are.' 

* Please go on.' 

^ Do you wish them to see you P 
^I wish nothing; that is, I suppose that I am not 
anxious to see them.' 

* TeU me, if you can, why you are here. I cannot 
believe it possible that you should be touched with the 
spirit of this Community, which is, I believe, one of 
religious Visionaries.' 



Digitized by 



Google 



HUSBAND AND WIFE 251 

^ There is no reason why I should pretend — ^to you. 
Of course I am not touched by their religious nonsense. 
I came here because it is a convenient place for me. I 
have no money, to begin with. In this place, which is 
detestable in other respects, one wants no money. If 
you have any money with you give it to me.' 

^ Do you mean to stay here long ?' 

She evaded the question about money. 

* They £ure going to turn me out. I leave the place 
to-morrow.' 

* Where are you going, and what will you do ?' 

^I have no money. Therefore, of coiu^e, I do not 
know, I must be guided by what happens. Nobody 
knows what may happen.' 

She drew out her purse, in which there was a roll of 
notes. She laid the roll on the bench beside him. 

* There is some money to go on with. Two or three 
hundred dollars. Now, what shall you do ?' 

* I must get somewhere — out of this country — ^to 
Canada, I suppose. Perhaps it will be safer there.' 

^ Safer?' 

* Yes. Safer. You don't know, perhaps, what that 
means. I will tell you, briefly.' He turned roimd on 
the seat and faced her — with the face of an evil spirit. 

* I will tell you. It means that when a man is left with- 
out money he must devise some way of getting money. 
Do you see ? He wants money to buy food, and he 
wants money to play with. How can a man play if he 
has no money ? Without play one may as well be dead.' 
He took up the bundle of notes and counted them. 

* One hundred — ^two hundred — ^three hundred and fifty 
dollars. I dare say I shall play a little with some of 

this Well, Lady Osterley, this necessity of getting 

money is one that has probably never struck you. To 
get money means to make somebody provide the money. 
There are many ways : some that society recognises — 
some that society aoes not. They all mean robbing 
your neighbour. I have been, like everybody else, prey- 
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ing on my neighbour: eating up the ignorant and 
deceiving the credulous. Now you begin to imder- 
stand.^ 

* You mean that you are, in consequence, living in 
concealment ? Be good enough to spare me details.' 

^ Exactly. The Law is in search of me.' 

^ On a charge of fraud, I suppose. Oh, my son ! my 
son ! if you should ever know ! 

^ There is something said about a commercial transac- 
tion in the nature of a conspiracy. All trade is fraud, 
to begin with. That, however, is not all.' 

*Not all? Can there be anything worse?' She 
shuddered ; then sat down on the opposite end of the 
long bench. 

^ Comparisons are deceitful : there is something, ho«r- 
ever, more dangerous. There was a gaming-house some 
time ago — and a little trouble arose, and some kind of 
fight — such things are not imusual — and next day there 
was a dead man found outside.' 

* Oh !' Lady Osterley shivered and shook. * You are 
— charged — with murder ?' 

* They call it murder, I believe. If they take me they 
will, I imderstand, try me for murder. 1 have to leave 
this place, as I ix)ld you, to-morrow. If they should 
arrest me there will be a trial and possibly a little 
experiment with an electric apparatus after it.' 

Lady Osterley buried her face in her hands. The 
thing was too dreadful for indignation; it was too 
horrible for anything except blank despair. 

' Oh !' she cried, springing to her feet again. ' How 
can you Uve — ^you — with what is behind you — ^and what 
is before you ? How can you live ? You ought to have 
killed yourself long, long ago !' 

* There is a Rule in this House,' he replied, * that we 
are to forget the Past. It is a Rule with which I very 
wilHngly complied. As for what is before, so long as I 
remain here there is nothing before. Nothing. The 
nothingness is intolerable. I have, in fact, sometimes 
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considered whether it would not be better to face any 
dangers rather than go on living here in the House of 
Nothingness. At all events the danger will now have to 
be faced. To-morrow at latest.** 

^ You will be arrested, if you are caught : you will be 
tried for murder : you will be tried for fraud if you are 
acquitted of murder.' 

*That is so. Put it more clearly. Say that my 
description is in the hands of the police of every town. 
Escape is only possible by keeping to the countnr roads 
and oy travelling at night. I must make either for 
Canada or for the West. I must get out of the country 
somehow.' 

* Oh ! Will there never be any end of all this misery 
and shame ?' 

^ So far as I can tell. Lady Osterley, no end at all 
until the natural end. We are not, nowever, a long- 
lived race, we who live by our wits. Sometimes our wits 
fail us : those who drop out can never get back again : 
sometimes there is a quarrel and a fight. Still, if I 
escape this danger, I may go on a great many years, 
long enough to make myself known some day, perhaps, 
to my son, who will be pleased, no doubt, to acknow- 
ledge his father.' 

^ Charles ! At first I felt nothing but anger and 
shame. Now, it is too late for either. Anger will not 
help, and shame I must hide. There is nothing left for 
you but pity — oh, the sorrow of it ! That such a man 
as you were once could by any temptation, or any mad- 
ness, be brought so low ! Oh ! the Pity ! and the Sorrow 
and the Shame of it ! You ! you ! with your genius — 
your learning — ^your powers — ^your career stretching out 
clear and straight before you. Oh ! Merciful God ' — 
she threw up her arms — ^ do something — ^something — to 
make this man feel !' 

^ Heaven,' he said coldly, * does not often, I believe, 
interfere in the case of a career mcmqttS.'* 

* Charles, I am certain — ^I am quite certain — ^that 
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someihiiig terrible wiU happen, and tiiat immediately. 
It has been arranged : we are all brought together for 
that porpofie.^ 

^ I think not, Ladj Osterley. Thanks to you, I now 
have some money. I shall get away hj night quietly. 
You will often hear of, or from me, m uie years to 
come.' 

Her eyes fell upon a place all covered with summer 
flowers, beyond the benm on which her husband was 
sitting. At first it looked like a garden bed of flowers — . 
a long narrow bed : but as she looked she saw that it was' 
raised in the middle : it became a grave : she remembered 
what Cicely said: ^My mother was buried in the 
coppice at tne end of the lawn : there was a flower-bed — 
to mark her grave. Brother Charles, who was a bad man^ 
— ^how did the girl know that he was a l)ad man ? — ^ sat on 
the bench beside the grave and made the flowers wither 
by reason of his extreme badness.^ Her mother held 
everything in her own hands : she guided all : something 
was going to happen that Alice would bring about. 
All tois flashed across her mind in a moment. 

* Charles !' she cried passionately, * if this could move 
you — if anything could move you — who brought you to 
this place ? 

^ I heard about it from some paper."* 

*Who brought you here?' she repeated. *Who 
brought me here? In this House your sister Alice 
died — the man started. * In this House she is buried. 
Under the shade of the trees in this little wood she lies 
buried — at yoinr very feet — ^your sister Alice — most 
saintly of women. She lies buried beneath those 
flowers.** 

^Mv sister Alice? She died here?' The man was 
moved in spite of himself. The presence of Alice in 
this place, with him — ^there are some things too startling 
for even the most callous. 

* In this House her child was bom — ^the girl Cicely.' 

* The girl Cicely is her daughter ? Alice's daughter f 
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He quickly recovered his emotion, and was now only 
curious. 

* Is it accidental — ^think you — that we should all be 
brought together in this stiange manner ?' 

*You mean that my sister Alice, being dead and 
bmied, has been exerting her influence to bring about 
this agreeable reunion of friends and relations ? Pardon 
me, Lady Osterley, I cannot follow you in this beUef. 
The dead sleep well. They know nothing ; they care 
nothing ; they can do nothing.' 

* Cannot even the memory of Alice move you ? 

* What is the good of being moved by her memory ? 
Why do you want me to be moved ? I should be no 
better off by being moved. Am I to shed a tear over 
the memory of Alice ? Will any such emotion make 
my escape the easier ? 

* She has sent you messages, through her daughter.' 
^Messages? Oh, you mean the foolishness with 

which the girl has been pestering me. She believes in 
the rubbish they pretend here. She is hysterical and 
thinks she has visions. Messages she brought me. Oh 
yes. I was to repent, I believe. She has threatened 
me, if I remember rightly. Do you really mean. Lady 
Osterley — do you wish me to believe — ^that Alice — ^who 
is dead and dust — sent me these messages ?' 

* They were her messages. I cannot choose but be- 
lieve that they were messages. Since I have heard ^ 

* The girl is like her mother,' he went on. ^ I ought 
to have perceived the likeness. But the dress reduces 
all the women here to hideousness. Still, I wonder that 
I did not observe the likeness. It is, I confess, some- 
what bizarre that we should be all gathered together in 
this queer place : but to-morrow I am to go. So, you 
see, it all amoimts to nothing, unless Alice has arranged 
that you shall witness my arrest, which will very Ukely 
take place to-morrow. It would be a dehcate and 
thoughtful attention on the part of Alice. Not the kind 
of thmg one would always expect of a dead sister — ^but 
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then I never agreed with her ecstatic religion, and she 
could hardly agree with my morals. A delicate and 
thoughtful attention.' 

*Onr His wife stepped back. ^I will waste no 
more words. You fly m)m us to hide your shameful 
head. And you cannot escape. We are here — we are 
all here — ^with you. Your wife — ^your son — ^your niece 
— ^your dead sister. Alice would save your life. I am 
sure she would, if you will turn from your evil ways.' 

He laughed a metallic laugh without the least merri- 
ment in it. 

^ Lady Osterley, when I knew you some time ago you 
were incapable oiF talking such nonsense. It is the 
living hand, not the dead hand, that concerns us.' 

^ Oh, you are lost — ^lost — lost !' She wrung her hands 
in despair. ^ Yet, Charles, there is one thing left. All 
is lost except your name — ^your father's name — •yoiu' 
sister's — ^your son's. Oh, leave us that!' She threw 
herself upon her knees before him, weeping. * For the 
sake of Alice; for the sake of your mother; for the 
sake of your son "" 

He drew back coldly. 

* It is for my own sake. Lady Osterley, believe me, not 
for your sake at all — ^I never considered you in the busi- 
ness at all — ^that I conceal my name. For that reason 
you may quite rely on a continuance of — of this con- 
cealment. And now this interview has perhaps been 
prolonged enough.' 

He took off his hat. She inclined her head and left 
him. Yet she turned once more to look at him. It 
was a fine pictiu^ that she carried away in her memory 
— ^the last picture that she took of her husband. He 
was standing bareheaded, hat in hand, his face pale, his 
bearing erect, his expression proud and austere — ^a brave 
and honourable man, to look at. She remembered 
another pictui'e — some old picture — ^which represented 
the execution of an officer. In this picture tne officer 
about to die stood, firm and proud, befoi^ he receive(j( 
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the shower of bullets. So stood Sir Charles. He must 
have known that the end was very near: he stood to 
meet his fate with the cold pride which never forsook him, 
though the last remains of honour and self-respect had 
long since disappeared. 



CHAPTER XV. 

BACK AGAIN. 

The Master was sitting in his own chair, the victim of 
extreme despondency. A great and terrible dread was 
upon him, in so much that his soul was stirred to the 
very depths. For he could no longer meditate. It was 
as if the gates of Heaven were closed to him : as if his 
whole life had been a failure. You have seen that in 
the evening the customary unconsciousness would not 
come to him : in the morning, save for a brief — a very 
brief and terrifying — spell, it was also impossible. Per- 
haps, he thought, this disquiet was caused by the de- 
parture of the child : perhaps it was a sign that he was 
now old,^ and that he was about to be transferred imme- 
diately to the next world, or the world after next, 
should he be worthy. Perhaps he was afflicted with 
this loss of power by his friends who were waiting for 
him, as a pimishment for letting the child go. So he 
sat during the hot afternoon in the quiet Hall, an 
enthusiast \vith all the enthusiasm gone out of him ; a 
Prophet who could no longer prophecy. Ever and 
anon he again attempted Meditation : it was like one 
afflicted with insomnia trying to sleep: after each 
attempt, he sat up again and looked fitbout him with 
dismay. 

It is hard on the young when their plans and schemes 
go wrong and their hopes axe crushed. They, however, 
can invent new plans and work out new schemes. 
Thinks however, wnat it means to the old, and above all 

17 
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when sudi a scheme as this, practically a new religion, 
in good working order, seemmgly, for twenty years, is 
suddenly threatened with collapse ! A Prophet must 
not only believe in his own Prophecy, but he must 
believe m nothing else. Twenty-two years ago there 
came to this Prophet, a poor and despised preacher of a 
humble sect, preaching in a small chapel to a congrega- 
tion of humble folk, a man who entered by accident ; 
heard with surprise; and ended by becoming, he and 
his wife, ardent believers in a form of belief which the^ 

r'tualized, together with its Prophet, beyond his 
ms. They gave him the power of living the life 
which he desired : they filled it, and himself, with hopes 
and endeavours which he by himself could never devise 
or attain to. 

Well : he had given this life to a folk mostly of the 
common order of ill-educated enthusiasts : he thought 
it enough to turn them into the House as one turns 
sheep into a field : he gave them nothing to feed their 
minds or to stimulate their imagination : neither 
prayer; nor praise; nor holy times or seasons; nor 
sinmig: nor reading: nor exnortation. The machine 
went on, day by day ; the wants of the body were sup- 
plied : they fell readily into the trance condition, which 
IS, indeed, as contagious as fits : they were silent : they 
worked a little : they rested a great deal : they asked 
for nothing. The Master never taught or preached : 
the only corporate action was the criticism of the Com- 
mittee. Upon all this fell a daily increasing terror 
of Outside : everyone believed that his neighbour soared 
to heights incredible while in Meditation : and everyone 
believ^ in the holiness of the House imder the influence 
of its peculiar institution. No one believed in this more 
than the Master. In the rows of cataleptic brethren, 
he beheld the inanimate bodies of disciples whose souls, 
after his teaching and example, had flown upwards to 
realms beyond the skies. 

We must never ask how far the Master was truthful 
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as regards the discourses which he held with Alice. 
That question must not be put. The vulgar pretender 
who writes on slates and unties knots must not be 
classed with such as the Master. He is neither a pre- 
tender nor a fraud. He has, to begin with, an ardent 
imagination: he sees things, actually, as they never 
exist : he beKeves so thoroughly that he realizes his own 
belief: if he believes in the spirit world, he goes into 
the spirit world and lives there. 

And now the beautiful castle of cards lay fallen and 
scattered at his feet. The members were in revolt : his 
child had run away, and Alice refused to speak to him. 
At seventy-five such things are hard to endure. 

All the morning he sat in the Hall, alone. Outside 
there were the customary sounds of work : engines 
throbbed : there was the clatter of pans from the dairy : 
hammering from the carpenters^ and the blacksmiths' 
shops : the crowing of cocks : the rumbling of cart- 
wheels : for work must go on although revolution is in 
the air. 

Presently the door was opened and a lady walked in : 
not a sister in the garb of llie House, but a lady d];essed 
in quite a different fashion : a fashion which in some 
dim and distant manner reminded him of Alice : she 
stood there for a moment curiously looking about her, 
and then went out again, closing the door softly behind 
her. This gentle treatment of Sie door, by some cryptic 
connection of ideas, took his thoughts bieCk to England, 
the country where doors are never slammed : and again 
in imagination he saw Alice as he first met her walking on 
the lawn, a gracious, sweet, and gentle creature, in whose 
presence. Prophet as he was, he felt low and humble. 

The bell rang — the discordant bell — ^for cessation of 
Fatigue. The trampling of footsteps in the verandah, 
on the stairs of the women's quarters, and about the 
House, recalled him to the present. 

Sister Euphemia came in and sat down beside him 
just where the child used to sit. 
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^ Master,^ dbesaid^^tlieie were strange thiogs said and 
done last ni^t. It wasan upsetting and an awakening. 
Now tliere^s going to be more things done, and if I doni; 
mistake. Sister Iraoebe^s going to give trouble. But don^t 
you miiuL She^d like to pat herhusbandin your place. 
Oh ! she'^s deep. Then she thinks she^ll rule the House 
throng Silas. But she won't. Well, we're just tired of 
sitting stUl : Meditation is only good for such saints as 
you and that poor child* As for me, F ve never, not for 
a single day, forgot the Fast, nor the trouble that 
brou^t me l^re. But don't you mind. Master. Some 
among us will stand by you stilL You shall have your 
Meditation, morning, noon, and night, just the same. 
We love you too much, dear Master, not to remember 
what we owe to you. Don't look like that. Master. It 
takes but little to set a woman crying. And you shall 
get back your child — ^you shall.' 

The bell rang for Restoration. The men and women 
streamed in, and the feeding was conducted with a 
heartiness which almost forbade the idea of Revolution. 

After Restoration the men went out into the verandah : 
the women divided into two parties : the larger of whidi, 
under Sister Euphemia, retired to the women's wing; 
the smaller, under the guidance of Sister Phoebe, went 
off to one of the workrooms. 

The Master was left alone again. And still he sat in 
his armchair with heavy heart and dismal forebodings. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon the doors flew 
open, and the child came running in— and, with her, 
Gilbert. But what a child ! How transformed ! She 
looked like nothing less than her own mother twenty 
years ago, before the dress of the House was invented. 
Her beauty, of which he had only been dimly con- 
scious; her dress; her changed look, dazzled and 
bewildered him. Yet she was not changed. She sat 
down in her own place at the end of the bench beside 
his chair. She took his hands in hers — ^the old wrinkled 
hands in her warm and tender hands. ^Master,' she 
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said, ^ dear Master, I could not leave you here alone. I 
have come back to take you away witn me.^ 

He only understood that she was come back. ^ My 
dear,' he said, * I fear I have done wrong : yet I meant 
well. Come closer: don'^t let go my hand. Cicely, 
your mother — ^your mother — ^is offended with me. The 
gates are shut f he trembled and moaned. * My dear, 
the gates are shut : the gates to the Upper World : I 
can no longer pass through them : I cannot meditate. 
Yet I did it for the best — ^for the best, my dear.' He 

rke in the broken manner of the old, who understand 
vly. 

* Yes — ^yes! my mother knows that: she cannot be 
offended.' 

So she bent over him and kissed him and patted his 
hand and consoled him. 

*0f course, you did it for the best,' said Gilbert 
cheerfully. * Why, we ran away partly in order that 
you should find out the strength of your own Single 
Attachment. If I cannot live without Cicely, how can 
you?' 

The old man shook his head. He could not live 
without the child. Yet — ^to call it a Single Attach- 
ment! 

*My dear' — ^he spoke to Cicely, not to Gilbert, 
because the reference to a Single Attachment perplexed 
and offended him — ^ I cannot live without you : it is 
true — and it was terrible to think that I had driven you 
out. What could I say to your mother ? I was afraid 
to meet her. That was why she shut the gates. Per- 
haps I ought to have discerned things more clearly. I 
begin to understand that for some natures there must 
be exceptions. With the nobler soul a Single Attach- 
ment may be a help, not a hindrance. She should be 
your example as she has been my guide. And she loves 
her husband in the new world as much as in the old. 
But there were many examples, my dear, in this House, 
pointing the other way. There have been married 
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people here : every one ooidd see how Ihey onaReDed 
and called names, and fell intotempers xsDseemij. I did 
not distinguidi. It was not ri^t to force the daoghter 
of that pore and white Spirit, my Guide, who discourses 
daily with me, into union with a rustic — as I now mider- 
stand— coarse and common. Let like mate with like.^ 

^That is finished, dear Master,^ said Cicely. 'We 
have come to talk about other things. Grilbert will talk 
for me. You must listen to what he says. Come! 
Let us talk together, we three.^ 

The Master shook his head. He did not expect 
much to come out of the promised talk : indeed, he 
would rather have sat quite still and silent, looking at 
the child, until he might be permitted, as a penitent, 
to drop into Meditation. But Gilbert b^;an, sitting 
on the opposite bench. 

*Rrst of all. Master,^ he said, *we are very glad, 
indeed, that you have now learned to distinguish. AliuTy 
one with the other, as much as you please ; but like 
with like : not like with unlike. One does not marry a 
rose of June with a — ^with an onion of September.' 

Hie Master inclined his head gravely. 'What do 
you mean,' he said, ' by saying that you have come to 
take me away? Wnat are you going to do with 
Cicely ? 

' Cicely is in good ke^nng. Master. Do not be in 
any anxiety about her.' 

' Last night, Cicely,' he began again querulously, ' I 
could not meditate. For the first time during twenty 
years — ^yes, more than twenty years — ^I failed to medi- 
tate. Again, this morning — 1 failed. After dinner, 
just now, it is true I was borne upwards ; but only to 
see that transparent soul clouded, and she said — ^what 
did she say ? She held her husband by the hand and 
she rebuked me.' He laid Us hand upon his head. 
^ She said, *^ Master, should we two be here but fdr the 
love we have borne to each other ? Should we two have 
risen so high but for the comfort and stay of one towards 
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the other ? Nay : we should have been far lower — ^far 
lower — ^far more selfish — far more earthly. Go now.'' 
She told me to go. " We will discourse again when 
this has been set straight.*" So I see — at last — ^that 
there are natures to whom love is as the sunshine to 
the flowers — ^your flowers, Cicely.' 

* Nay, Master, I am sure my mother knows that you 
acted for the best.' 

* I have had a terrible time,' he repeated. * You were 
gone, Gilbert was gone. Your mother would not receive 
me, and the members have rebelled against the Rule. I 
know not what they want : but I cannot fight against 
them : I am too old : they must go their own way. 
They no longer believe that we stand alone in space, 
every one alone.' 

Gilbert laughed gently. * My dear Master, you your- 
self have never been alone : you have always nad your 
dead friend Alice to sustain you : and you have always 
entertained a most delightral Single Attachment for 
Cicely.' 

* It is true,' he replied humbly. *In that sense I have 
never seemed to be alone. Yet one must be alone. It 
is a fact which must be recognised. We are bom alone : 
we die alone : we rise or fall alone.' 

*Love removes the solitude: you acknowledge that 

{rou yourself have never been alone : you have always 
oved and been loved : and you have never felt alone.' 
*Yet ' 

* To ruder natures marriage may be a hindrance. To 
the rather rough and boorish people here marriage may 
present itself, when they consider it at all, as a condition 
of life which is a hindrance to the soul. In marria^ 
they must be absorbed in the cares of the house : the 
husband working too hard every day : the wife working 
too hard every day : with sordia accompaniments, priva- 
tions, quarrels, bad tempers and pinchings.' 

*That is so,' the Master interrupted. *To such 
persons love might seem a hindrance. Yet it might 
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not be so, because it might possibly produce virtues 
such as the single life could never attain.^ 

* Yet, Brother Gilbert, Sister Phoebe was willing to 
marry you.'' 

* That excellent Sister," Gilbert replied softly, * was so 
very good as to be willing to take me, different as I am 
from her at every point. She is a zealous member of 
the Rule. Yet she was willing to enter upon a Single 
Attachment. It proves that the most orthodox member 
in the whole of this Community actually desires the 
companionship which is regarded with dislike by the 
Master.' 

^ Come back to us, Gilbert, and stay with us. You 
shall marry Cicely and make your Elevation in your 
own way.** 

^No, Master; that is impossible. I will tell you 
directly what we propose.' 

*Stay with us, Gilbert,' he repeated. *The Com- 
munity will be the richer for your presence. Besides, I 
can read your soul through and through. Like my dead 
friend Raymond you are true and loyal : you have no 
selfish purpose of your own to serve.' 

* Nevertneless, I came here, five weeks ago, with a 
purpose which I did not confess to you.' 

* It was some purpose connected with the man who 
calls himself Charles Lee. I know now. I do not 
know how I learned it: nor what your purpose was. 
It is now too late, because to-morrow he leaves the 
House. I have turned him out.' 

* Oh ! You have turned him out ? Curious. Yes : 
I think he will go to-morrow.' 

Gilbert's face grew hard. But only for a moment. 
He returned to the business before him. 

* You tell me,' he said, ' that your members are in a 
state of rebellion. Frankly, I do not wonder. When 
I came here and began to look about and to talk to 
them it seemed to me as if they were all dropping slowly 
into a condition in which nothing would be left to them 
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except a mouth for the reception of food. They were 
becommg like unto the common slug. I went about 
the workshops : only those members who felt that they 
must put forth a certain amount of bodily exertion and 
fatigue were turning out any real work. The Farm : 
the Dairy: the Garaen: the Laundry — ^those do well 
because the bodily exertion keeps life in them : all the 
rest are shams. You have the account-books — ^is it 
not soP 
at is so.' 

* You have taken from these people everything, except 
a little work and a great deal of food. You have left 
nothing that can occupy their minds. You discourage 
conversation because it may become frivolous. What 
is the consequence? They cannot talk any longer: 
they never speak : many of them have almost forgotten 
how to frame a sentence — ^my friend Silas, for instance, 
is almost inarticulate. You think, from the heights 
on which you live, that everybody will be thinking of 
things high and sacred when you have left them nothing 
else.' 

The Master inclined his head again. * True. Their 
minds naturally turn in the direction of things high 
and sacred.' 

* Do they ? Then you have not sufiered them to read 
books, and they never leave this place. Therefore, they 
think about what you have left them. What is that ? 
Food, chiefly, and repose — ^vacuous repose. Do any of 
them meditate on higher things.? I do not know: I 
can see no sign of any such Meditation. Most of them 
appear to me to be exactly like the hogs in a sty : they 
fe^ : they sleep : they grunt. In the evening they 
fall into a state of catalepsy : when they recover they 
remember nothing. Of wbat good is their catalepsy, 
of which they remember nothing ?' 

* It is hoped that in time they will remember. For 
my own part I do remember.' 

* So does CScely, sometimes. The rest — ^never. I have 
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asked them alL Each -thinks that others remember: 
they believe in glimpses and glances, and flashes of 
light. Thejr know only that they have been unoonsdoos. 
I suppose that the dropping off is pleasant, and perhaps 
the recovery as well : otherwise they wonldnl; do it at 
alL But as for the help they get firom it, I can tell 
you. Master, speaking quite plainly, there is none at 
all. You and Cicely are the only two with whom the 
Hour of Meditation is more than an hour of catal^)^. 
You have restored, you say, the Eastern custom of 
Meditation to the WesL Well — ^to all these people — 
your rank and file, the custom is a pretence and a snam.'* 

The Master groaned. He had not the strength to 
dispute the point. He* could not in this hour of 
despondency stand up for his teaching or its results. 

*It is not your £siult. You imagined that these 
people were made of the same material as yourself and 

Jour earliest disciples. That is not so. They are a 
ighl^ nervous ana excitable people, because they are 
Americans. They have been brought up in a narrow 
and selfish religion, in which Individualism is carried to 
its extreme. They are easily reduced to the condition 
of trance by their nervous organization : and they are 
enabled to accept your teaching of the separate and 
lonely condition of the soul because it falls in with 
their own early religion. I dare say they honestly 
hope to penetrate by this way into ihe other world. 
Meantime, what are their habitual thoughts? They 
have none : they have lost the influences of their former 
life — ^their church, their singing, their religious exer- 
cises: and you have given them nothing in place of 
these things. They grow worse, therefore, every day, 
instead of better : more animal, and less intellectual ; 
half a dozen, already, at least, have become pure imbe- 
ciles who can only eat and sleep and go into trance : 
they have gone back to the primeval prehistoric creature 
consisting of a bag to hold food and a mouth, and two 
hands to put food into it !' 
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*You are hard, Gilbert,' said CJicely. * Spare the 
Master.** 

*One person alone has kept her mind open and 
healthy. You gave Cicely, happily, the only work that 
could have kept her mentally awake. She has lived 
among the flowers. They are live things to her : they 
speak to her : and she has talked with you every day — 
about her dead parents — ^until she has grown to know 
them both, and believe that in trance £e speaks with 
them ^' 

* Nay : not believes : she does speak with them every 
day.' 

* It is well for her that she does, then. Now, Master, 
what do you think of my picture .?' 

* I cannot say what I think — ^I am an old man. If 
this is true, then have I spent my life in vain : and I 
have led these poor people after a will-o'-the-wisp.' 

' Nay : at least, they have led in this place innoceint 
and harmless lives. What would they be aoing Outside ? 
Cheating each other in trade, perhaps. Struggling, 
ignobly, to lead an ignoble life. You have done no 
harm to them. Don't think of it that way.' 

*AVhat way, then? Cicely, tell me how I am to 
think of it. i ou tell me this — and that ' — ^he spoke in 
a wandering, helpless kind of fashion, his eyes unsteculy 
— ^the Master, who had been always so aleit and strong 
that one forgot his seventy-five years. * You say that 
Cicely will not stay. How can I think at all without 
her ? How can I five without the child ?' 

* You shall keep your child,' said Gilbert, moved to 
pity by his weakness and distr^. 

* We shall not part, dear Master,' said Cicely, * believe 
me. Never again.' 

* Tell him. Cicely, what we have planned for him. 
Gilbert left them together in the Hall. He closed 

the door, and sat down in the verandah. Beyond the 
lane, under the shade of the trees, sat, as usual, the 
man whose fate was to be determined on the morrow. 
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He sat motionless — ^his legs crossed, his hands folded — 
hatless — ^his face white as of marble, his lips set — ^the 
man whom nothing could move. 

The place — ^it was nearly five in the afternoon — ^was 
very silent : now and again there was heard the lowing 
of Icine. The engines had ceased their throbbing, and 
there was no grinding of the wheels : the work of the 
day was over. Gilbert thought of the strange, apathetic 
people, who had no interests in life and cared for no- 
thing, and believed that they were making straight for 
Heaven by going off into trance every night. * Many 
and wonderml,' he thought, ' are the ways that lead to 
the narrow gate ; but truly this of the nightly trance 
is the most wonderful. To do nothing except to become 
insensible. Heard one ever a more remarkable belief in 
the efficacy of annihilation ? 

Presently the bell rang for supper, and the Com- 
munity came flocking in to the Hall. First the men, 
with slow but resolute step, advancing to the chief 
event of the day. Even the most vacuous faces lit up 
when that discordant bell began to clash and clang. 
*Pork and cabbage f it cried aloud. *Come! Pork 
and cabbage ! Pork and beans ! Come ! Tender loin 
and tough ! Beef and bacon ! Come ! Huckleberry 
and apple pie ! Come ! Coffee and iced water ! Come ! 
Supper first and Meditation after. Work finished. 
Recreation done. Come ! come ! come !' 

They looked at Gilbert in curiosity as they passed : 
something had been said about running away: but it 
mattered nothing to them now. They wanted to eat, 
and then to sleep, and afterwards to become insensible. 
The women were not so punctual : they dropped in by 
twos and threes. Among them was Sister Euphemia. 

* You, Gilbert P she cried. * You are bax^k again ?' 

* I have brought Cicely to see the Master. They are 
both unhappy without each other. And you, Euphemia 
— ^why — wnat have you done to yourself?* 

* Some of us have discarded the old costume — ^weVe 
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been dressmaking all the afternoon — ^I hope you like 
my new dress. I made it myself this afternoon, from 
an old frock that I haven^t worn for twenty years.' 

She had tied up her hair with a ribbon ; she wore 
lengthened skirts so that the horrible trouserette thing 
at the ankles had either vanished or been sent away : 
she had a coloured ribbon round her neck and a little 
bunch of flowers at her throat and a coloured silk sash : 
and her frock was in the fashion of the year 1875, when 
she left the Outside. Well, it is not so very long ago, 
but there was an old world look about it. 

*I congratulate you, dear Euphemia. And what 
next?' 

* Oh ! a good deal next. But come in.' 

The Hall was full by this time. The Master sat in 
his own chair, at the head of the middle table : but 
beside him was Cicely — and he held her hand in his, 
and his eyes dwelt upon her as if he could not bear to 
let anything else be seen at all. 

Sister Euphemia took her place. Brother Charles 
did not appear at all. 

* Cicely is with the Master,' said Euphemia. ' Oh ! 
it would kill him to part with her. He loves her as 
much as an old man can love a girl. And yet he 
wouldn't allow a Single Attachment ! That's going to 
be changed.' 

Sister Euphemia's manner was quite altered. She 
had gone back, it seemed, to her old self, which was a 
cheerful, chattering self. 

' I will take Cicely's place this evening.' 
She did so. Gilbert took his old place as before. 
Opposite him sat Sister Phoebe. On his left was Brother 
Silas. Neither of them took the least notice of him, 
except by their shoulders, which were expressive. 

* Oh, Brother Gilbert,' Euphemia went on, * how nice 
it is to see you back again ! You should have been in 
the Hall last night. Oh, but you don't know. Here 
are the Bride and Bridegroom — congratulate them.' 
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She indieated the bludiiiig pair. 

* What do you mean ? asked Grilbert. 

* Why, after you went away, the Master ordered these 
two to many each other, so^s to cure them of Single 
Attadiments. Brother Silas, you know, was singly 
attached to Cicely and Sister Phoebe was singly attached 
to you. Their condition was dangerous as regards Ele- 
vation.'* 

* Really !' Gilbert's face assumed quite a rosy wreath 
of smiles. * Permit me, Sister Phoebe, to wish you every 
joy — and you — ^Brother Silas. Happy Dog ! — ^I have 
been thinking. Sister Phoebe,' he said, with another 
smile, * what could be designed to make you happier, if 
anything could be hit upon ; and, truly, I do not think 
there is anyone in all this House more worthy for you in 
every respect — none able to meet every virtue and grace 
in yourself with one corresponding of his own — ^than 
Brother Silas. You will soar — ^happy, wingless spirits 
— ^together : and I am quite sure that you can neither of 
you mount so much as a single inch higher than the other."* 

Sister Phoebe looked ominous, but she said nothing. 
She was quick enough to understand what was meant. 
Brother Silas was not : he only understood that some- 
thing dangerous was said : something scornful. 

* I hate an Englishman,' he replied doggedly. 

* Why, then,' said Gilbert, * wnat could more endear 
you to Sister Phoebe ? How better could you hope to 
soar than on the wings of such a sentiment ? 

* Don't make him mad,' whispered Euphemia. * He's 
half mad already at losing Cicely. Let him be. He'll 
take it out in ill temper with his wife. I know that sort.' 

* And you have had a mutiny, or a rebellion, I hear.' 

* Yes : we only began last night. We are going on, 
though. Things have got to be changed a bit. Why, 
when you came here first it was like a great big tomb. 
I didn't mind. The Past was buried; there was no 
more joy left : Fd just as soon be buried in the tomb 
with all the rest. Nobody spoke, nobody laughed. 
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nobody cared for anybody. We were all selfish logs. 
Then you came and broke us up. Oh, we are going to 
change a good many things ! We are going to make 
things hum. Going to stay, Brother Gilbert? See 
youVe got yoiu* store-clothes on, So'^s Cicely. My! 
Isn''t she just too lovely ?^ 

* Fm not going to stay, I fear.' 

* And Cicely r 

^ She will not stay either. She will come with me."* 

* Then I tell you, young man, that the Master will 
just sit down and die. As for me, I don't know but 
what m go back again — Outside. There's Mamie and 
James — ^I don't know how they're doing, nor what 
children they've got. Since the Past came back — ^you 
brought it back — ^yet it never really left me — ^it's borne 
in upon me that I ought to go and. see them. Fve got 
a little money, so's not to be a burden upon anybody, 
and perhaps to be a help — ^and — and — ^I shall see. If 
the Master goes, and you, and Cicely — ^this will be a 
poor kind of place for such as me.' 

^ But your Meditations ?' 

* Bless you, my dear boy, with an apron over my head 
I can meditate anywhere. Besides' — she dropped her 
voice — ^ what's the good ? I never remember anything. 
Sometimes there's a kind of a sort of a flash — just a gleam 
— ^but nothing comes of it. I shouldn't wonder if I 
went away and never came back here any more.' 

Just then the shuffling of feet and the colliding of 
plates showed that the repast was concluded. 
^ Now for Meditation,' said Euphemia cheerfiilly. 



CHAPTER XVL 

THE MASTER ABDICATES. 

At that moment, contrary to reasonable expectation, 
instead of stretching out ms legs, folding his hands and 
going off into Meditation without any delay, the Master 
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rose in his place, looked round the room, as everj 
Master, Professor, or Lecturer does, to command atten- 
tion, and held up his hand. Then those who were pre- 
piring to meditate recalled the soul just stepping out of 
its earthly tenement for its night ramble among imdis- 
covered worlds, and 8at upright with open eyes and great 
astonishment. And silence fell upon all : for the Master 
was going to speak. Great as had been the recent 
events in the House, this was the greatest event of all. 
The Master was going to address them. 

He began to speak : at first, because he was out of 
practice, with hesitating words, and with half-forgotten 
phrases that he was seeking after and recovering. But 
as he went on, his old power came back to him : that 
magic touch by which oratory commands and holds an 
audience returned once more ; and, as his rich fiill voice 
rolled about the walls and among the rafters, his hearers 
Ustened as much entranced as in Meditation itself. 
Some there were who heard the music of his voice but 
could no longer understand the meaning of his words — 
these were the vacuous members whose minds had been 
completely cleaned out and emptied: they understood 
nothing : and they presently, after a little uncomfortable 
patience under the unaccustomed, fell into their usual 
condition of temporary annihilation. The newly- 
married pair, also, received the preaching without any 
show of enthusiasm, because their minds were now 
naturally full of themselves. The honeymoon was 
cloudy, with promise of much rain and heaviness, which 
shows how Elevation is hindered by the wedded condi- 
tion even without the distraction of the Single Attach- 
ment. As for the discourse itself, one cannot reproduce 
the whole of it. But the following is perhaps the more 
important part: the part which most concerns this 
narrative. 

*My children, my brothers, my sisters,' said the 
Prophet, * it is long since I have addressed the Com- 
munity : it is many years since I have spoken on our 
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common life and on its objects. It is so lon^ that 
most of you have never heard my voice at all and have 
never learned the reasons why 1 fomided this House 
with Raymond, my first Brother, and Alice, my first 
Sister. 

^ It was our sole intention in foimding this House to 
further Elevation — so, that, when the time for migration 
arrived, we should be enabled to take pur places at once 
in an upper and a happier world. There are, as you 
know, endless worlds : we are always rising or always 
falling : man is never at rest : therefore there is always 
room for anxiety as regards the futine : yet there has 
grown up in my mind a steadfast belief and consolation 
that, as man nses higher, descent becomes less easy for 
him : in other words, Elevation strengthens as well as 
raises. But the great mass of men and women, from 
generation to generation, hover about, now above, and 
now below : and the lower we fall, the more difficult it 
is to rise, the easier it is to fall lower still : and the pit 
is bottomless : for there is no depth but what there Ues a 
deeper depth below. There may come a time when a 
man may cease alto^ther to discern good from evil, or 
to desire any good thing at all. 

*I know these things, partly because they were re- 
vealed to me long ago : partly because I am confirmed 
in the knowledge by daily commime with the parents 
of Sister Cicely, whom we foolishly and wickedly drove 
from among us, the Daughter of tne House. Iney are 
things which Outside knows not at all, thinking that 
this existence begins and ends everything, or else that 
it is the prelude to unearned happiness, or imdeserved 
agonies to last for ever. Why did I not preach these 
thin^ Outside ? Because it would be useless. No one 
would listen : no one would believe, as I quickly learned. 
The prejudices and the early teaching and the poetry 
and tne literatin^e of Outside all alike maintain tne old 
belief. I therefore refrained from further effort and 
withdrew, coming over here with my only two disciples 

18 
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to live the life of Meditation fDr which Outside is, as 
yet, unfitted. 

^How did we propose to lead that life? first by 
seclusioQ : we woula be quite alone with our own 
thoughts, undisturbed. We would have none of the 
temptations of Outside : there should be no desire at 
all to make money : there must be no anxieties about 
keeping the body alive and in health. These two main 

Saints we secured by resolving that everybody in the 
ouse should do every day a fair day's work of seven 
or ei^ht hours : we had money enough with us to buy 
this bnd and to build a &ame-house of three or four 
rooms to begin with : we lived simply, as we do now. 
Then, having made it possible to feed the body, we had 
to ke^ it well and strong and free from pain, because 
physical pain affects the mind. So we resolved, whether 
we wanted money or not, upon taking exercise, if not 
by oiu* work, then in some other way — ^in the open air : 
this we called Fatigue : it was, as you know, followed 
by daily Restoration in the common Hall. It was 
necessary, we also thought, to keep the mind in health 
and strength : therefore we would have Recreation in 
the afternoon. And thus everything led up to the great 
work for which this House stands cdone, namely. Eleva- 
tion by Meditaticm. Yes ; we introduced once more 
into tne Western world the long forgotten practice of 
Meditation. It is peculiar to ourselves. We may boast, 
if we allowed ourselves to boast at all, that there is no 
other place, out of India, where Meditation is the chief 
end and aim of existence. We do not read — ^why should 
we P Reading is a distraction, not an aid : it leads the 
mind away : it suggests disturbing thoughts : it is a 
disquieting influence : it is full of Outside. What can 
reading teach us ? Nothing, we thought, that is helpful. 
Nothing that elevates. We do not conduct services — 
why should we? Retired from man, we do not need 
the services of prayer and praise that are necessary — 
Outside — ^in order to withdraw their minds from their 
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own work. We have no ambitions : we have no social 
distinctions : we have no cark or care about business : 
for us such services as the world desires would prove to 
be disturbing. We have no sermons. Why should we 
want a preadier ? He can warn and admomsh Outside, 
not ourselves : we need no such admonition, because there 
is no evil doing or evil thinking in this Community. 
Aids there axe — music — dancing — the rhythmic motion 
of the body to the sound of music — these may help. 
Then we are, every one of us, alone in the vast universe : 
we do not therefore want any of the so-called allevia- 
tions of solitude — the illusions of love — the daily 
companionship of another — the mirage of the Single 
Attachment. Quite alone we live: quite alone we 
meditate : quite alone we climb. That is why in Re- 
tirement and in Repose we occupy each a solitary 
ceU.' 

There was a solemnity in the last utterance which 
made Gilbert, at least, think that in Outside most 
pe^le slept six in a room. 

The Master continued : * One thing was necessary for 
the success of this endeavour — ^namely, a severance com- 

flete and absolute from the Fast. We must forget the 
'ast. It is our chief rule — ^forget the Past. Bring to 
Meditation a mind cleared of all that has gone before. 
Let there be no memory of it : no regret for it : no 
longing for it. Let it be dead — all the follies of the 
Past — all that made it pleasant or unhappy. This is 
our only Rule : the rest is practice or custom which has 
grown up. On that condition we admitted everybody 
— ^the greatest sinner — ^the greatest criminal — ^if he or 
she would forget the Past.' Here some of the Com- 
munity hung their heads. * I fondly hoped that all had 
forgotten the Past. There can be no true Meditation 
wi^out it. I learn to-day, to my confusion and shame, 
that the Past has not been forgotten. You still re- 
member it, some of you : you uve in the Past : you 
think of the Past all day long. One among us whose 



Digitized by 



Google 



876 THE CITY OF REFUGE 

Past was very black, I have ordered to leave the House. 
How many more of you are there who still remember 
thePastr 

^ Master,^ it was Sister Euphemia who rose up and 
replied, ^ I have never forgotten the Past. I lived in it 
as in a grave, till Brother Gilbert came and bade me 
think of the present. In Meditation there has never 
come even a gleam of light or a ray of hope.** She sat 
down. 

Another woman rose — a woman who had once been 
beautiful. 

* I have never forgotten the Past,' she said, * except in 
Meditation, I see it always. There are the £nsers of 
scorn and the cruel eyes. The Past can never be for- 
gotten.' 

And then a man arose. ^ Master, why should we try 
to forget what follows us like our shadow ? The Past 
cannot be forgotten, hi Meditation we seem to forget 
it, because we are senseless. As for climbing into bimer 
planes, I know nothing about any climbing at all. The 
Past is always before me. If I had contmued in Out- 
side I might have forgotten it. Things happen there to 
make one forget the rast : we must press onwards : we 
are driven on. But here? Nothing happens. The 
Past is always before me, like a ghost.' 

An unhappy Past, this man's. 

And anotner. And another. And another. All 
followed with the same story of the Past that they 
could not forget. 

The Master bowed his head. * My children,' he said, 
* I have lived in a Fool's Paradise. I thought you were 
climbing high into other worlds, while you were only 
sinking into forgetfulness to escape the living Past. 
We must change all this. There have been other signs 
of discontent — ^the trouble about the women's dress. I 
never thought upon the subject. I wished you all to 
have the same dress so that there should be no rivalry 
in vanities. You wish that dress changed for some 
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other — ^perhaps you wish to dress as you please. Well : 
remember only the main object of the Community. 
What else do you desire P 

* We want books to read,' said one ; and a murmurous 
approval came from every voice. ^ Books,' they said. 
* Books to read.' 

The Master bowed his head. ^ If books will not dis- 
tract you,' he said, ^ read books.' 

* And the newspapers,' said another. And from every 
man there came a shout: ^The newspapers! The 
newspapers!' They were Americans, and they had 
never seen a newspaper since they entered the House ! 
The thirst for the newspapers came back to them like a 
flood or a mountain torrent after rain. ^The news- 
papers !' they repeated again and again. 

^ And we want,' said Sister Euphemia, ^ a chapel and 
regular services and a choir to sing hymns.' 

^ Yes,' said another woman. ^ And tea meetings.' 

* And a Minister.' 

* And Lectures.' They remembered, little by little, 
all the old life and the tmngs that they used to love. 

^ And a Sunday School.' 

* And a Literary Society.' 

* And picnics and Surprise parties.' 

* And not to work on Sabbath Day.* 
^ And concerts.' 

* And prayer meetings.' 

^ And dramatic performances.* 

^ And missionary meetings.' 

They cried one after the other. 

^And SHOPPING,' said Sister Euphemia solemnly. 
Then all the women sighed and smiled and gasped as 
with a yearning after the long lost. ^Oh! how we 
could meditate,' Euphemia added, ^ after a morning's 
shopping, and in a dress like Sister Cicely's !' 

It seemed as if the last word had been spoken. What 
could be added ? 

But Sister Phoebe rose in her place and spoke. ^ And 
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we want besides — we want — ^for incompatibilily of ternp^ 
— ^we want Divorce.' 

Silas looked round him slowly. ^I can'^t talk much,^ 
he said. ^ I never could talk much. But I don^ mind 
if we do have Divorce.** 

^ In short,' said the Master, * you want in everything 
a return to Outside. So be it. For my own part, I am 
too old to change. I must continue till I die m the old 
lines. Well, I have made up my mind to hand over 
the charge of the House to others. Choose your own 
Master. As for me, I am going away with Cicely and 
Gilbert. I leave you in prosperity : tne House has been 
largely blessed, the bams are overflowing: there is 
money at the Bank : the farm is stocked : the gardens 
are productive : the workshops are fitted with all that is 
wanted. Keep up the habit of daily Fatigue, and re- 
member that the aim of the Community is Elevation 
not Degradation. Keep up the common Restoration : 
the Recreation : the Meditation. As for the rest, you 
will add to our simple life what you think best. In one 
thing I have been wrong. There are some to whom 
love — I mean the Single Attachment — is a necessity of 
their lives. It has bSen impressed upon me by recent 
events, and by the contemplation of Raymond and Alice 
always togetner, always thinking of each other first, 
always rising together — ^that the upward Way to some 
may lie through Single Attachment. I was lea to think 
otherwise by inexperience : I have never in my life loved 
any woman in that way — ^the two women wnom I love 
most are Alice, who is my sister : and Cicely, who is my 
child# Forget all that I have said about the Single 
Attachment : yet do not seek it, do not think of it, lest 
it prove unworthy, and so become a snare and a pitfall. 
Outside, I know, Ihey write and think about the Single 
Attachment as if life had no other joy. 

^ I leave this place. I would have stayed on until the 
end, but I perceive very clearly that you will have 
change. Forgive me if I have injured or woimded any- 
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one by criticism or in any other way. We have been 
for the most part a harmonious community. Until the 
last day or two there has been nothing to mar the peace 
of our home. Let me believe that it will be carried on, 
if not in the same way — ^the old believe there is no other 
way — then with the same ends in view. And now, dear 
fidends, let me not think the work of my life has been a 
failure. Keep the same end in view. Let me die happy 
in the thought that though you may change the 
method, you preserve the truths that have brought us 
together. Think of the blessings that have fallen upon 
us all — ^the increased wealth — ^the easy life that has been 
granted to you. Where else would vou find a life so 
easy or food so abundant, or work so hght ? Remember 
these things, and, if you would have them continued, 
observe the way of life ; the industry : the Community : 
the Simplicity : which have given them to you. And 
now, dear brothers and sisters, I make an end. Fare- 
well! farewell r 

He walked down the Hall slowly, his tall and vener- 
able figure slightly bent, his soft and limpid eyes dim 
with t^urs. With him, one on each side, walked Cicely 
and Gilbert. Now, at the siriit of this abdication, the 
members suddenly recollected all that the Master had 
done for them : they remembwed, as he had reminded 
them, the peace and order, the abimdance, the light 
work, the quiet of the life. The women wept and 
kissed his hands. *Stay, Master, stay!' they cried. 
But he shook his head sadly. The men caught at his 
hands. ^ Stay, Master, stay !' they cried. But he shook 
his head. His life-work was done. If there had been 
one — only one — ^to rise up and prodaim the blessing of 
Meditation, and how it had enabled his soul to soar 
aloft to heights inefikble, then, perhaps, he would have 
stayed. But there was none. They nad not forgotten 
the Past, and they could not remember whither they 
went, or what they saw and heard, in Meditation. Not 
One to stand up for the Rule ! Wbat, think you, would 
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have been the feeUngs of St. Francis of Assisiy if, at the 
close of his life, there had not been found one single 
brother or aster to soothe his soul with the assurance of 
one at least who had been raised by the Rule ? Not 
one to declare the efficacy of Meditation ! Yes : there 
were about a dozen. Gilbert remarked them. They 

firodaimed its efficacy, because at the be^nning of this 
on^ speech they had ^ gone off' as usual, and were now 
sitting, with outstretched feet, heads back and eyes open, 
in that trance which was become their passion — ^the 
desire of which was a yearning stronger than the yearn- 
ing for drink, more irresistible than the yearning n>r the 
green table. They illustrated the efficacy of the Rule : 
they had neither past nor future: their minds and 
memories and brains were swept out and empty : not even 
a cobweb was left in them : they had notning to think 
about except the regularly recurrent joy of Restoration 
and that of Agoing off' into blankness and returning 
with a vague sense of glories witnessed and forgotten. 

* Look r Gilbert would have said, but refrained. 
* There are the triumphs of your system ! There are 
the people who have been elevated by Meditation !' In 
their places at the table, nearlyopposite to each other, 
sat the newhr-married pair. Their faces indicated the 
happiness of'^a honeymoon undertaken by order. They 
alone, except the Vacuous Ones, suffered the Master to 
depart without a word of regret. Their cheeks burned, 
their eyes showed the deepest resentment. Silas was 
inarticulate, but he gazed after Cicely with a strange 
and rather dangerous look of the wild animal ready to 
fight for his mate. It wanted but little for him to rise 
and fall upon his rival. But he wanted words in which 
to clothe that temptation. He could say nothing. 

* Silas!' Phoebe said, *you ought to have followed 
him and brought them both back. You are a coward 
— ^you are a coward. It's too late now.' 

Said Silas : ^ I hate an Englishman.' 

^Here they come,' said Phoebe, loud enough to be 
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heard by the Master if he was listening, and by Gilbert, 
who dia listen, pleased to observe the discomfiture of 
these zealous members. ^ Here they come — ^with their 
Single Attachments against the rules. Let them go. 
We don't want Englishmen here. I hate an Englishmen, 
too, Silas — ^you great log — ^you great coward— do you 
hear ? If there's law in the land well have a divorce !' 

^I want it,' said Silas the Unready, €ifter a pause, 
* worsen you.' 

*Here,' Gilbert would have said, but did not, *are 
two more examples of the House. They are the most 
zealous to carry out the Rules. Have they been elevated 
in the least ? One began as a Boor, and so remains, 
with the manners and the habits of a Boor : had he 
been taught instead of being left alone, he might have 
become a kind of gentleman. The other is a village 
shrew, with the tongue and the mind and the passion 
of her class.' 

So they passed through the people and went out. 
There was waiting for mem a carnage, and they put 
the Master in and drove away. 

^I have brought you the Master, Dorabyn,' said 
Gilbert. ^He has made up his mind to resign his 
Mastership, and to live with Cicely wherever she may go.' 

Lady Osterley gave the old man her most gracious 
welcome. He was a good deal worn by the fatigues 
and excitements of the day, and he looked old and 
shaken. It has been seen tnat the revolt of his people 
was trying after so many years of peaceful rule. More- 
over, the strangeness and the newness of the place 
troubled him ; and the aspect, even the gracious welcome, 
of the grcmde dame embarrassed him. Remember that 
for twenty years and more he had never stepped outside 
the House of his Community. He sat down and looked 
about the room as jf he hardly understood what was 
happening. He was Uke a domestic cat taken to a 
strange house. His bewilderment became alarming. 
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^Master,' said Cicely, taking his hand, *you know 
me, don't you ? I am Cicely, your daughter.** 

^ Yes— yes — Cicely. I know you, but I do not know 
myself. Where is the Community ?' 

' Dear Master, if you will go and talk with my mother 
a little ! Please play something,' she said. ^ He wants 
his usual Meditation ; then he will get better.' 

Lady Osterley complied, playing thin^ that soothe : 
things that float about the brain and allay all kinds of 
trouble. The old man sat quite still and silent, listen- 
ing to the music. Then his head fell back : his feet 
stretched themselves out : his hands lay folded : and he 
became rigid like a dead man. He was once more in 
Meditation. 

' Heavens !' Lady Osterley whispered. * Does he do 
this every night P 

^ Every night,' Gilbert replied. *You need not 
whisper: you can talk as loud as you please, he will 
not hear you.' 

* Why does he do it r 

^ He believes that in trance he can transport his soul 
wherever he pleases. He goes to converse with his 
friend Alice — Cicely's mother. She sends messages by 
Cicely and by him to me, you know.' 

^ Gilbert ! Again. This from you ? I shall end by 
believing.' 

* I assure you again, Dorabyn, that I cannot choose 
but believe. However, now that he is oflF, I should 

like ^' He glanced at Cicely. She looked restless ; 

her face was assuming the expression that fell upon the 
Commimity when they could not *ffo off' so easily as 
was customary. ^ Play something else — play a waltz — 
the best waltz that you know. I think tliat you will 
be rewarded for your trouble.' 

Lady Osterley changed the music : she played a most 
lovely waltz : one of those that make old people remember 
their youth, and make them sick with yearning for the 
impossible return, and put life, and joy, and cadenced 
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motion into the feet of the young. And then she learned 
why Gilbert asked for a waltz. For Cicely rose, her face 
grave and serious, as one who begins some religious 
nmction. She rose, as if unconscious of the presence 
of any other person ; she stepped into the middle of 
the room, ana then began one of those mystic, self- 
taught dances of hers which had so moved Gilbert on 
the first day of Meditation. It was a kind of skirt 
dance, with movements of the arms, and bendings of 
the body — a graceful dance, in which every limb pmyed 
its part, but without contortions, and quite seriously. 
Dorabyn played and looked on in amazement. ^ Faster !^ 
cried Gilbert. She played the waJtz faster — faster. 
Then the girl turned up her arms over her head, and 
whirled round swiftly. Dorabyn brought the music to 
an end with a crash of chords, and Cieely sank breath- 
Jess, with closed eyes, into Gilbert's arms. He laid her 
on a sofa, apparently lifeless. 

Lady Osterley left the piano, and bent over the girl, 
lying supine on the long, low couch. 

^ Strange !' she whispered. ^ Last night I was ready 
to call it Death. And this they have been doing every 
night ! Yes, Gilbert, such a wonderful, mysterious 
power as this would be siu^ to attrjtct the mystic 
nature of Alice Osterley. Cicely, as I look at her, 

frows more and more UKe her mother as I remember 
er. A delicate creature, Gilbert. She will want all 
the love and thought that you can give her if she is 
really like her mother."* 

' She will have all the love and thought that I can 
give her.' 

Gilbert stooped and kissed her forehead. It was very 
cold, as in death. He lifted her hand and felt her 
pulse. There was none perceptible, nor did she seem 
to breathe. He sat down beside her, and they began 
to talk in whispers. 

' See,' he said, * there is nothing of her left but the 
shell. Life and thought have gone out of her. It is 
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a beautifiil diell, Dorabyn. Did mcnrtal maiden evei 
before have a face so delicate and so sweets 

^ She is veiy beaatdfbl, Grilbert I hope she will not 
become too saintly for this world'^s use. But I think 
not. Alice had a husband who was like hersdf. They 
encouraged each other. This girl will have a more 
earthly husband. You must not destroy the spiritual 
side of her. But you wiD not.' 

* She has gone to see her mother, lliey are talking 
together now.' 

* Gilbert.'' 

^ I say, Dorabyn, that I cannot choose but believe. 
She has told me thin^ that she could not otherwise 
know : as that her mother was in Lucknow when it was 
relieved — a little girl — and that my father, then a 
subaltern, took her up and kissed her. Well, my father 
was with his regiment at the Relief of Lucknow. How 
could Cicely know that fjict ? 

^ It is difficult to answer that (|uestion. Still ^ 

^ Still, I must believe these thmgs because now, in a 
way that I cannot explain to you, the whole of this 
child's happiness, and that of— of other people as well 
— depends upon their truth.' 

He spoke very seriously — ^more seriously than he had 
ever spoken before — ^this young man who mostly took 
things so lightly. And, indeed, there was something 
solemn in the presence of these two lifeless persons l3^ing 
as if dead. IJorabyn whispered in reply, but what she 
whispered were no more than words of sympathy — such 
woros as belong to a woman. 

* If the messages are from Alice — ^really and truly from 
Alice — ^they must be true messages, for Alice is all truth 
andpurity through and through, in death as in life.' 

The Master was the iSrst to return. He looked round ; 
he remembered where he was and what had happened : 
he laid his hand on his forehead. 

^ My children,' he said, remembering. * Have no fear. 
I am commanded to tell you — ^have no fear : for all is 
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well — and all will continue well. Peaxie and love and 
union which shall never be destroyed. All is well.' 

Then he rose and, as at the House, he retired after 
Meditation to Repose. 

They sat beside the unconscious girl. 

At last she, too, returned. 

* You have come back. Cicely.** 

* Yes, Gilbert. And oh ! I am to dance no more.' 

* To dance no more ?' 

* My mother tells me that I am to dance no more. 
And I am to have no more Meditation. And until she 
calls me, I am to have no more talk with her. Gilbert, 
she tells me to think of nothing now — ^not of her— or of 
the Master — or of the House — ^but only and always — all 
day and all night — of you !' 

He stooped and kissed her forehead. And there was 
an unwonted dimness in his eyes and a strange choking 
at his throat. 

'And I have a message for Brother Charles.' She 
looked about the room as if expecting to see him there. 



CHAPTER XVn. 

THE OBDEAL BY CABDS. 

It was Saturday morning: the last day of the limit 
assigned : the day on which the himted man was to be 
turned out to the hounds : the last day of grace to the 
criminal : the day of Death to one or other — ^perhaps to 
the avenger. Gilbert sat up in bed when he awoke — 
not a single minute before the usual time — ^and said this 
to himself over and over again. He said it over and 
over again while he was dressing. It would be a day of 
Death to one or two. Strange ! The fiill certainty of 
the feu^t moved him not one whit. His nerves were 
perfectly steady, his pulse was quiet ; he fejt no anxiety 
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or fear or doubt. Because, you see, he was by this tune 
strangely persuaded of the reality of that message. 
Because in his brain the words rung and edioed over 
and over again : ^ What must be done shall be done, but 
not by your hands."* 

What should be done? How should it be done? 
Once more it was as if he ran his head against a brick 
wall. For there came no answer ; none at all. It is 
impossible to believe certain things, especially certain 
things calling themselves supernatural. This was no 
silly nonsense about rapping tables and inverted baskets. 
It was as if to persons most incredulous as regards things 
supernatural there had come out of the very skies a 
message clear and unmistakable, with a promise equally 
clear and unmistakable. Should such a promise, such a 
prophecy, to be tested and proved in a few hours, be 
spoken by a person professing himself to be a medium, 
even those who are most incredulous would keep them- 
selves from ridicule or judgment until the time of fulfil- 
ment. This was such a promise — Cicely, who delivered 
the message, declaring that she had received it, could 
know nothing about his own purpose, nothing about the 

East history of Brother Charles. Yet the message bade 
im wait for five weeks — how could the girl invent such 
a message ? — ^and assured him that what had to be done 
would be done, but not by his hands. How should 
Cicely know that his father, of whom she could never 
have heard, had met her mother in Lucknow when she 
was a child ? 

He took up his revolver : he saw that it was loaded : 
he dropped it into his breast-pocket and descended to 
breakfast. * Now we shall see,' he said. Meantime he 
marvelled that his mind was so calm and his hand so 
steady. Nothinff short of Death faced him. That 
meant — ^to Dorabyn and to Cicely — what ? He could 
not even think. It seemed as if it was some other man's 
business, not his 0¥ni. 

The others came into the BoMe i manffer one by one. 
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Somehow all their faces — even Cicely's — were grave and 
serious. They took thdr breakfast almost in silence. 

^ Something is going to happen,' said Lady Osterley. 
* I feel that somettdng is going to happen.' 

The touch of the supernatural in ike trance of the 
Master and the girl probably caused this feeling. One 
cannot look into another world without being saddened. 
We never hear of mirth or laughter in any other world. 
It may be that the greatest happiness does not allow of 
laughter, which belongs to the unexpected and to the 
imperfect. This experience should be of itself quite 
enough to account lor Dorabyn's shaky nerves. Yes. 
Something, she was sure, was certainly going to happen. 
And, besides, why should one try to account for nerves ? 

^ I have known for some time, said the Master, ' that 
something terrible will happen. I have not asked what 
kind of trouble it will be, or whom it will affect. It is 
enough for me to know that it will not bring sorrow on 
this child.' 

He spoke in the deepest and most prophetic voice, 
insomuch that Lady Osterley, who was going to ask if 
he would take another cup of tea, fearSi to spoil the 
effect and held out her hand in silence for the cup. 

*Well,' said Mr. Annandale cheerfully, * since the 
terrible thing is not going to affect Cicely, it won't 
affect anybody here except me. And I don't feel the 
air heavy, not at all ; it's a hot, bright stimulating air. 
I shall sit in the porch presently with a cigar, and I 
shall feel warm and good through and through.' 

* There is Rebellion at the House,' said the Mast^. 
' Perhaps it is that which was to happen. They may 
rebel ; they may desire to change things, but they are 
sound at heart. I am <dd, and I see no longer so well 
«is formerly the meaning and the forces of things. The 
young must reign over the world. It is the rule of the 
world.' 

* You may trust them, Master,' said Gilbert. * They 
have most of the things they want — ^they will only let 
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in a little light from outside. Nowhere else could they 
continue to enjoy their three square meals a day even 
without the Meditation of the evening. They will all 
stay where they are.** 

After break£Eut Gilbert, without any explanation — 
without feeling impelled even to say mrewell to Cicely 
— quietly ordered a carriage and drove to the House. 

He arrived there about half-past ten, an hour when 
Fatigue is commonly in full swing. This morning no 
one was in the garaens; there was no sound of the 
engine from the workshops ; there was no sign of any 
work at all. But from the Refectory came the clash 
and clang — ^as discordant as the sound of the bell — of 
many voices — ^yea, even of fifty speaking like one. The 
Revolt was goinff on. Speaking as a historian, they 
were in the middle of the second chapter. 

So complete was the tranquillity of Gilbert^s mind 
that even on this occasion, when his very life was hang- 
ing on a chance, he could postpone that business whue 
he looked into the Hall for a few minutes upon this 
Parliament of rebels. 

Everybody was there, and there were apparently 
divisions /ma dissensions — ^they were split up into knots 
and circles, all talking at once. And at one end of the 
Hall sat the company of the Vacuous who had too 
faithfully interpreted the Rule, and now had neither 
voice nor understanding left. They sat together, huddled 
like sheep, and they trembled. 

Then Sister Phoebe sprang out from a knot of eager 
disputants, and jumped upon the Master'^s chair and 
spoke from that place as from a position of authority. 
Her shrill voice rang through the Hall like a prolonged 
shriek : her flushed cheek &owed the excitement which 
possessed her. 

*The Master has gone,^ she cried. *Why are we 
lamenting over what cannot be helped ? He is gone. 
Well — ^we can do better without him. He was too old : 
he was held dovm by a Single Attachment. Let us 
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have a younger Master. Let us select him at once, lest 
we fall into confusion. We must not wait a single 
hour. Why should we ? Have we not a Brother — the 
only Brother who is fit to replace him ? Has he not 
been the real Master for years? Who has provided 
Restoration for us? Brother Silas! Who finds us 
three regular meals a day ? Brother Silas ! The meals 
come out of the profits of the farm which he manages. 
Look at him ! There is your true Master. He is the 
man you want.' 

Brother Silas sat in his place quite silent, taking no 
part whatever in the discussion, even when it concerned 
himself. 

* Look at him, I say ! He is your farmer : on him 
depends everything — all your well-being. And he will 
sustain the Rule. Nothing but the Simple Rule. That 
must be maintained and obeyed. We won't have any 
new things to disturb us. The Simple Rule for us — the 
Simple Rule. Who is the man to elect for the Simple 
Rule ? The man who manages your farm. No other. 
He will go on managing your farm and providing the 
three square meals a day. Nobody else can. Look at 
him ! There is your Master !' She pointed again at 
Silas, who shook his head for want of wordsb * What 
will you do for them, Silas ?' 

He made reply, shortly, ' Restoration.' 

Gilbert, looKin^ in at the door, marvelled at the 
change which a snort twelve hours had accomplished. 
Last night the woman was glaring with thunder on her 
brow and lightnings in her eyes at the husband imposed 
upon her — ^1 it the Alliance demanded by the Rule. 
She was crying out for divorce: she was calling her 
husband Log and Coward. This morning all was 
changed. She was crying out for her husband to be 
elected Master of the Community, with, apparently, no 
more thought or desire for divorce. A little later, when 
he was able to recall the scene, he remembered that 
marriage may very well become a partnership for pur- 

19 
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poses of ambitioii. As Dorabyn married tlie man idio 
was certain to be Prime Miimter for the sake of the 
positicm, so Fhoebe was ready to remain the consort of 
Silas if he was to be Master — knowii^ fall well wboy in 
that case, would be the real Master of the Community. 

^ We wiU have no change,^ she repeated, ^ the Rule 
must not be altered*^ She spoke as if it was the Ten 
Commandments or the American Constitution. ^ There^s 
Fatigue and Repose. There^s Restoration and Recrea- 
tion, lliere^s Elevation and Meditation. No diange. 
And there^s Critidsm. Hiere^s nothing more to desire. 
But we must all work harder. Hiere have been slu^ 
amon^ us. We must put more heart into the won. 
Else uiere will be Criticism — and Expulsion.^ 

*We wonM; have Brother Silas,^ cried little Sister 
Euphania, jumping on the table ; ^ we^U have a man 
who can speak, not a dumb one who can only eat and 
work. And we^re going to have lots of change. WeVe 

fDing to dress like decent people, and we shall have our 
^utor and our Chapel and all — and we^re going to town 
when we like. FU be your Master. If you'^U make me 
Master Fll see that Brother Silas goes on working. If 
he won't work, he shall go. Sister Fhoebe, too. Fll 
look after your Restoration. You shan'^t have any more 
black mud for coffee— and the chops and the steaks 

shan'^ be fried together in the same pan. And ^ 

Then Sister Fhcebe flew upon her and dragged her off 
the table. And then — ^where was Meditation? Where was 
Elevation? There was a fierce struggle amon^ the sisters, 
who rushed one after the other tearing and dragmng at 
arms and skirts — ^and in the middle Sister Ph^be and 
Sister Euphemia shook each other. It was the meeting 
of the two great principles. Reform and Conservatism. 
As for the men, they looked on, troubled and uncertain. 
The floor was strewed with the fallen : it was even 
slrewed with torn skirts and fragments of sleeves. The 
cries of the combatants might have been heard as £ar as 
Aldermanbury. 
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Then suddenly the Sisters desisted : ihey ceased pull- 
ing and dragging each other : they became ashamed of 
themselves, and they stood back, with panting chests 
and burning cheeks. Euphemia and Phoebe got up and 

1)ulled themselves straight and smoothed their hair with 
ooks of war and determination, and again Euphemia 
the unconquered sprang upon the table. 

* Make me the Master,' she said, * and you shall have 
all that you have had already — and more — and more — 
and more. You shall have love if you Hke : you shall 
have books and newspapers: you shall have lectures and 
tea meetings. Make me your Master. Hold up your 
hands all who want me."* 

A crowd of hands went up. 

* All those who want the dumb man who can only eat 
and work hold up their hands."* 

No one moved. The Community respected one who 
grew Pork so toothsome — beans so delicious : but Silas 
was inarticulate : and his wife'^s temper and her tongue 
they all knew. At this point Gilbert shut the door and 
left them. 

In case my reader should find himself in Alderman- 
bury, and should wish to visit the House of Meditation, 
he will learn that the innovators have quite prevailed. 
It is only a year since the Rebellion. The Fraternity 
exists and flourishes. It is now a Community of men 
and women who lead the Common Life, many of them 
being married : they have bought more land ; Brother 
Silas, who is not divorced, manages the farm with great 
skill and prudence, while his wife, who remains in all 
respects unchanged, manages the Dairy. Meditation 
survives ; but it is no longer practised by the majority. 
The younger members doubt its efficacy: their Pastor 
— ^for they have now a Chapel of their own Persuasion 
— openly derides Meditation; they have a promising 
Literary Association : some of the associates nave even 
proffered Poems to the Magazines : they were rejected, 
but the mere production proclaims a newly-born in- 
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tellectual activity. They have built reading-rooms and 
writing-rooms. They take in the newspapers and the 
magazmes : they have started a Library : they get 
wandering lecturers to discourse before them and 
coimtry companies to play before them: they have 
dances and tney have concerts of their own. Li fact, 
it is a very comfortable Community : Restoration con- 
tinues to be plentiful and admirable: and the Sisters 
dress iust as they please. 

Gilbert closed the door and stood on the verandah 
looking about him. At the end of the lawn where the 
trees stood thick, so that as you have seen there was 
coolness and shade on the very hottest mornings, he saw 
his enemy sitting on the bench beside his sister's grave. 
He walked across the grass to meet him. Gilbert was 
no braggart, nor was he reckless of life, or indifferent to 
life : on the contrary, he was as much attached to life 
as a young man in love should be. He knew that he 
was come to meet his fate : either to do what he had 
resolved to do : or to be himself destroyed : he knew 
and understood that very well. Yet he neither felt 
nor showed the least emotion. You have seen how he 
believed, with the strong faith of an early Christian, 
that things would in some way be made safe for 
him. 

Sir Charles — ^we may give him his real name at last — 
rose and lifted his hat. He was no longer dressed in 
the imiform of the House, but in that of an English 
gentleman, with a long frock-coat, a white waistcoat, 
ureproachable linen, and a white flower in his button- 
hole. 

* I expected you,' he said. 

* Have you anything to propose ? asked Gilbert. 

* In one moment. We understand each other, I think. 
You came here with the intention of getting me out of 
the way — somehow.' 

' You will admit that it is the only way of setting 
your wife free.' 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE ORDEAL BY CARDS 298 

•Trae. The only way. I have seen my wife and 
talked things over with her.' 

*You have seen her? Lady Osterley came here? 
Who told her you were here ? 

*You did — or perhaps Annandale, who came here; 
you sent him, too, I suppose — you would send half 
Piccadilly, if you could.' 

* Your wife has been to see you ! She told me nothing 
about it.' 

* She even made me an offer — ^if I would live quietly. 
Women unfortunately do not understand. I cannot 
live quietly, as she calls it. Good Lord! man' — for 
one moment only he lost his external calm and showed 
emotion — * do you suppose it possible that I should have 
thrown away — ^what I nave thrown away — ^if I could live 
quietly, as sne calls it ? My wife, I say, was good enough 
to wonder how a man can live under these conditions. 
For me, I confess, life has but one pursuit to be named 
or thought of.' He stopped for a moment. * Cicely 
has been to see me, too. Cicely, who is, it appears, 
my sister's child. She is like her mother. She came 
yesterday, at night ; she walked all the way over from 
the town.' 

* Yesterday ? In the evening ? After we all went to 
bed? Cicely came here last night? She must have 
walked over in a dream.' 

^She came at midnight. She came to my room. I 
was asleep. She said that her mother sent her — my 
sister. Curious ! my sister Alice. She sent me word 
that she would meet me — ^this evening — ^this evening. 
If I was a superstitious man, I should believe that you 
would win. But we shall see.' 

*Your sister will meet you — to-night,' Gilbert 
repeated. * If she said this "* 

^ I used to think that you put her up to the messfl\ges. 
It seems ridiculous, but I cannot think so any longer. 
The Master yesterday morning came to offer me help — 
money. He said, very oddly, "I would offer you a 
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hundred dollars, but it is useless. Five dollars will 
carry you on to Saturday evening. After that you will 
want no more.*" ' 

* The Master told you that ? 

Gilbert observed that the man^s look was changed. 
He had lost something from his iron face ; the look mat 
nothing could move. His eyes were restless : there was 
some kind of doubt — ^not fear — ^in them. 

*You wish me to believe in these superstitions, I 
suppose. Well, sir, they shall not affect me in the 
least. Perhaps they were of your own devising T 

* No, they are not of my own devising.' 

^ Have you got any little message of the same kind 
for me T 

* None, I assure you.' 

* Then, Mr. Maryon, we will proceed to business.' 

* As you please.' 

*I thought at first that we might use one of the 
workshops. There is no one at work this morning: 
they axe all wrangling about something. But perhaps 
it is better to have things done in the open. I know a 

Slace up the stream a little way where we shall be un- 
isturbed, and where you will be able to lie undiscovered 
for ever.' 

* I follow you.' 

Sir Charles rose from his seat : he was going to put 
his foot upon the flower-bed — his sister's grave — out 
remember^, and walked round it. He led the way 
across the lawn, past the workshops, to the stream. 
Then he turned to the left, where there was no path, 
but a narrow level way over grass up the bed of the 
stream. 

Presently he turned sharply. *Who is that with 
youf" 

* There is no one.' 

*1 heard footsteps beside you.' 

* Perhaps vou hear the footsteps of Death. We have 
invited him.' 
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Sir Charles turned and went on without reply. Then 
he stopped. 

* What are you whispering for P He turned again. 

* I am not whispering.' 

^ There is someone with you whispering.' 

* I hear the rustle of the leaves and ftie babbling of 
the water over the stones. There is no whisper.' 

* Look here ! You have been trying to frighten me 
with your damned messages ! You have set on that 
girl to worry me. You think at the last moment to 
shake my nerves with whispers and footsteps.' 

*Have it as you please. I have sent you messages 
from your sister. Put it any way you pleas%' 

Sir Charles made no reply, but tum^ and continued 
to lead the way. A few minutes brought them to the 

Slace where one of them might lie comfortably im- 
iscovered for ever. 
It was the same place where, imder the disapproving 
eyes of Sister Phoebe, Gilbert had made love to Cicely. 
The same place, now sacred to the memory of Love and 
Life, soon, perhaps, to be sacred to the memory of 
Death and Murder. There rose the low cliff — ^a rock 
of shade and shelter; there lay the little green level 
between rock and stream : there were the overhanging 
wild vines : and there the projecting shelf of rock about 
four feet high and so many broad which Gilbert remem- 
bered: it would make a table fit for the Ordeal by 
Cards. On the other side of the stream was the forest, 
whose solitudes were never disturbed except by minx 
and snake. The place was perfectly silent save for the 
sough of the light summer breeze in the branches and 
the babbling of the brook. It was a place sacred to 
Love and life, and these men were going to desecrate 
it by calling on Death to pollute it. 

* Will this suit you ?' Sir Charles asked* 
'Perfectly.' 

Sir Charles seated himself on one comer of the rock 
shelf. This again gave him an advantage over his 
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adversary, who was standing. One who stands before 
another who sits is an inferior or an accused person or 
a servant. 

*When we last discussed this matter,' he said, ^I 
mentioned a case similar to our own which was decided 
by a game of cards. It might be objected that the 
man who won had probably prepared the cards before- 
hand. As he understood perfectly how to prepare a 
fack of cards, it is very possible that he did do so. 
'ew would blame him. Knowledge is power. But I 
propose, since we two are goins to end our quarrel in 
the same manner, that there shall be no possibility of 
preparing the cards beforehand : no possibility even of 
a suspicion.' 

* I accept.' 

* We shall play Jbr the revolver. That is understood. 
The stake is the possession of that revolver which I see 
is in your pocket. Take it out. So. Is it loaded? 
Very good. Lay it down on the rock between us. We 
will have the stake on the table. You may fiiUy trust 
me, sir. On this occasion I will not touch the revolver 
or play you false in any particular. You shall be 
treated as a gentleman by — one who understands what 
that word means.' 

Gilbert obeyed. He had no distrust of the man, who 
seemed to have become a man of honour once more : 
perhaps his appearance in the garb of an English 
gentleman helped him to this comfortable pretence. 

The revolver, then, lay between them. They stood 
one on each side of the rock table. Gilbert listened to 
the music of the stream over the stones, and saw the 
fish darting to and fro in the shallows. Over his head 
hung the fresh green leaves and the branches of the 
wild vine. Perhaps he saw these things and felt the 
warmth of the air, and the splendour of the sun, and 
heard the rustle of the trees for the last time. Yet he 
was not afraid. He was neither anxious nor afraid. 
And as for the other man, he was like one who prepares 
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to sit down at his club to play at whist for half-crown 
points — as cool and as undisturbed. When he held the 
cards in his hand his eyes lost their restless look : he 
became once more keen and cold and self-possessed. 

' You have brought no cards with you, of course. I 
thought not. Here is a new and uncut pack — ^which 
I found in my portmanteau.' He drew the pack from 
his pocket. *I wish you to examine the fastenings 
caremlly, in order to satisfy yourself that it is a new 
and unopened pack. It is, in fact, an English pack 
which has been lying in my portmanteau for two years. 
You are satisfied ? Very well. Cut the string yourself.' 
He gave his adversary the pack. *Now — Siuffle the 
cards yourself and cut them yourself; I do not suspect 
you — ^in fact, you don't know how to shuffle — and you 
shall have no cause for suspicion of me. So. Can you 
play ecart^ ?' 

*Ican.' 

* I probably play better than you, but I should have 
that advantage wnatever game was proposed. Ecart^ 
is a short, quick game — much too short for such a stake 
as ours. I should like to play all night long for such a 
noble stake. All night long — to rise at six o'clock — 
the winner.' 

* To make it longer, we will play for two games out 
of three.' 

* Very good. I^t us cut. Your deal, Mr. Maryon ;' 
his eyes flashed : he became suddenly murderous ; ' you 
understand quite well — if I win, it is my intention to 
kill you. I shall have no mercy upon you. It was to 
kill me out of the way that you came here. Very good. 
I shall kill you and bury you here in this quiet place, 
where no one will ever look for you or find you. I shall 
kill you, besides, because you have turned me out of my 
only refuge : because, I firmly believe, you have brought 
the police upon me. And because you have endeavoured 
to cover all up with hypocritical pretences about my 
dead sister. You quite understand ?' 
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* Perfectly/ 
Gilbert dealt. 

Sir Charles took up his hand, and marked the king. 
* I play.' He played : he took every trick. The next 
defiu was his own. 

* I propose,' said Gilbert. 

* No ;' and marked the king again. 

They played the hand. The first game, quickly 
despatched, went to Sir Charles. 

They be^an the second game. It was absurd. Again 
— ^twice — Sir Charles marked the king and took every 
trick. Never before, in any Ordeal on record, by cards, 
by fire, by water, was Judgment more clearly declared 
than in this. The secona game was his, too. Two 
games out of three. And Gilbert had lost. 

So strong was his faith in the messages that, even at 
that moment of defeat, he felt no fear. 

Sir Charles collected and put up the cards in their 
wrapper and dropped the pack in his pocket, without 
the least hurry. 

* We were playing,' he said quietly, ^ for the revolver. 
It is, you will acknowledge, mine.' 

^ It is yours,' said Gilbert. 

Sir Charles took it up and looked at it. * A pretty 
thing,' he said; *I know the make and the maker. 
Now, Mr. Maryon.' He was sitting on the rock ; 
Gilbert was standing at the other side. Sir Charles 
raised his arm and pointed the revolver. Not even 
then did the bitterness of death assail him : the words 
of the message rang in his brain : * What must be done 
shall be done.' And the words of the Master : * Have 
no fear : for all is well.' The dark circle of the pistol's 
mouth by which was the way of death had no terrors 
for him. 

Suddenly the hand that held the pistol dropped. 
Sir Charles started, looked round, and cnanged colour : 
and to his eyes there returned the look of doubt and 
anxiety. He laid down the pistol. He stood up and 
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looked round again. He was bareheaded : the fingers 
of his right hand rested on the rock table, those of the 
left played with his watch-chain. Just so he had stood 
scores of times in the House of Commons amid a hail- 
storm of cries and questions. Just as he had looked 
then, just as austere, save for that look of perplexity, 
so he looked now, preparing for a murder m cold 
blood. 

* The place is haunted,^ he said. * By what trickery 
did you knock down my hand ? Who the devil have 
you brought with you ? 

* I have brought nobody. As for the messages, they 
are true: you will not kill me. This eveninff, Sir 
Charles, you will meet your sister, as she warned you. 
I have only to say that I did not bring Lady Osterley 
here : that I did not send Annandale over here : that I 
did not invent any message : that I have not com- 
municated with the police.' 

Sir Charles made no reply whatever. He looked a« if 
he had not heard. He took up the revolver again and 
looked at it. Was he going to raise the weapon once 
more? 

* What must be done shall be done — ^but not by your 
hands.*^ Again the words went ringing through Gilliert's 
brain. 

Sir Charles replaced the revolver on the table. 
*Take it up,' said Gilbert. 

* What do you mean ?' 

* Take the revolver. It is yours. 

* Sir,' said Sir Charles, * we played a fair game for life ; 
I won. You have nothing to complain of. I am quite 
justified in killing you. It has been a fair duel.' 

* A very fair duel. We played for the revolver, and 
I lost. It is yoiurs.' 

^Then you own that I am justified.' He took up the 
pistol. 

* In kilUn^ yourself ? Quite.^ 

* No, in kilung you.' 
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^The revolver gives you the choice. You can kill 
either yourself or me.' 

* Why should I kill myself P 

* I think I can make tnat clear.' 

* You would have killed me if you had won.' 

* I should not have been permitted to do so. You 
won, and the choice was not even left to me.' 

* If you think to save your life by pretence and lies, 
you are mistaken.' 

* You will not kill me.' 

Sir Charles sat down again. * Explain, if you please,' 
he said coldly. 

*Sir Charles' — Gilbert spoke solemnly and slowly — 
* in the whole of this business I have been led. I cannot 
choose but believe that I have been led from the very 
beginning, and that by the dead hand of your sister 
Alice, who died in this place twenty years ago. She has 
led me through her daughter, and through her old friend 
the Master. You may scoff— but this is not a moment 
for scoffing. She has warned you. Had you shown any 
signs of repentance she would have preserved you. There 
were no such signs. The time has come when you will 
be permitted to work no more evil. I did not under- 
stand at first, but now she makes me imderstand every 
step.' 

* She makes you understand ? Are you mad ? You 
are all gone mad, I think, about my sister Alice.' 

^Consider, Sir Charles. You are in a position of 
deadly peril : you are a notorious criminal — ^we need not 
at this moment explain. If you step outside this place 
you will be very speedily arrested. Your identification 
is quite certain, because you cannot disguise yourself: 
once arrested, your photograph will be taken and 
published in every paper in the United States, so great 
IS the interest taken in your remarkable career ' 

*Pray go on, sir.' For Gilbert paused and hesitated. 

*Only one thing is wanting, and your photograph 
will inform the world of your true name ana your true 
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career. Imagine, if you can, the delight of the Americans 
at having an ex-Minister of the British Cabinet in such 
a position. Now this is the danger which we are so 
anxious to avert. It affects the honour and the happi- 
ness of those at home, who are still in ignorance of your 
record — ^your mother and sister: it affects the whole 
future of your son : it affects your niece. Cicely Moulton. 
The danger has been provided for, but not by us : it 
exists, in fact, no longer, for you will meet your sister 
Alice this evening.' 

Sir Charles stood with the pistol in his hand motion- 
less : immoved externally. 

• Was it accident,' Gilbert went on, ^ I ask you to con- 
sider, that brought you here to the house where your 
sister died and her child has lived? Was it accident 
that brought her here ? Was it accident that brought 
your wife here ? Was it accident that brought Annan- 
dale — ^yoqr old friend — ^here to discover where you were 
hidden ? Was it accident that determined this game of 
cards ? You have the revolver : you know what use to 
make of it. If you use it rightly, you will die under a 
false name; nobody will Imow anything about you 
except the one or two who are certain not to talk. Is 
that accident? You have won the game and the 
revolver. If you use it wrongly, you will most certainly 
be arrested, put to a shameful death, and bring shame 
and suffering inconceivable upon your own people.' 

Sir Charles stood up and looked round upon the sun- 
shine and the hills. The most dreadful thing in Death, 
said the Greek, was to lose the sunshine and the light. 

* I believe you are right,' he said. * You stand for 
my wife and my people. They have cause for complaint, 
I suppose. For their sake, I ought not to face the 
pubhcity of the electric-machine. Well, sir, you have 
won. I don't acknowledge your theory of the leading, 
but — ^in fact, you have won. I will pay this debt of 
honour. But not by daylight. Let it be at night, and 
in the place that I shall choose.' 
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* Good. Let it be where you please — ^but some time 
to-day.' 

* 1 ou mentioned my son — ^I have no desire, certainly, 
to bring upon him any kind of — social stigma — I hope 
that he may be led to beUeve in the outward respect- 
ability of his father. It is for his sake, and for no 
other reason, that I accept the award, and your reading 
of the oracle.' He dropped the pistol into his pocket. 
* The revolver is mine ; I promise you to discharge this 
debt in the course of the day."* 

* Can I trust you ?' 

* I don't know why you should. If you do not — ^here 
is the revolver ;' he took it from his pocket and offered 
it. * Settle this business at once.' 

* I do trust you. Sir Charles.' 

* About my sister Alice,' he spoke with a strange 
hesitation; * if it is really possible — ^I may learn the 
truth this evening — if she has brought about this 
termination — ^she would naturally be prejudiced against 
my way of life. . . . She was always proud of the 
family name — she may have designed this chain of 
accidents. . . . The family name — there was never a 
madman in it before. Well, I will actually leave it 
uninjured — after all.' His manner was changed: his 
eyes lost their hardness, and his very voice became soft. 
Y et he preserved his pride of carriage. 

' And how shall I learn ?' 

* I think that if you happen to be on the Quay of 
Aldermanbury at about eleven this evening, or pernaps 
at midnight — ^I have a few dollars to get rid of first — 
you will have an opportunity of proving my trustworthi- 
ness. And now, sir, we have said enough.' He assumed 
once more the manner of a Cabinet Minister granting 
an audience. 

' May I bear any message to Lady Osterley ?' 

* None, sir, I thank you.' He bowed and gently 
waved his hand. 

Gilbert, unable to meet his manner with correspond- 



Digitized by 



Google 



FREEDOM 803 

ing dignity, bowed in his turn and walked away. At 
the next bend of the river, he looked round. The man 
was playing some game, or practising some trick, with 
the cards upon the shelf of rock. 



CHAPTER XVm. 

FEEEDOM. 

Gilbert returned slowly to the House, where his carriage 
waited for him. Not then. Not till many days after- 
wards ; not till something of the strength and reality in 
the message had died away in his heart, did he realize 
the danger he had run in losing that game. His mind 
for the moment was filled with a kind of awe and of pity 
for the austere man whose outward show of pride rose 
higher as his life grew more shameful. That the man 
would die he was perfectly certain ; but why should he 
wait until the evening ? And why should he appoint 
the Quay of Aldermanbury for the verification of his 
promise ? 

As he passed the door of the Hall he could hear the 
noise of the quarrelling community, but he was in no 
mood to interest himse5 further in their wrangle. He 
drove straight back to the city. Everything that day 
stood out in contrast. On the one side stood Death 
about to strike its victim, a tall pale man, proud and 
stem of face, who stood with folded hands and waited 
with no sign of fear. On the other side were the 
brethren and sisters of the monastery wrangling like 
ordinary mortals of the lower class, and showing the 
failure of Meditation, since, after all these years, it had 
left them all on so low a level. On the other side, too, 
he remembered the peace and rest and confidence in 
Cicely's eyes. He could not bear to look at them for 
thinking of the awful end awaiting the man to whom 
she had taken that message. 
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* What is the matter with you, Gilbert ?' asked Lady 
.Osterley. ^ And why cannot you sit still ?' 

* I suppose it is the great heat of the day.' 

* It is always hot here — ^I think I like the heat — and 
it certainly suits the boy. Cicely was tellings me about 
the House, Gilbert, and about your first coming to it, 
only a few weeks ago."* 

* Five weeks,' said Cicely — ^ five weeks to-day.' 

She appeared to remember nothing about the message 
and the long and lonely walk of last night. 

' Only five weeks ago ?' Gilbert took her hand. 

* And so much has happened to this dear child since 
then. The world was Outside then — ^a terrible, wicked, 
deadly world. The day was divided into portions like 
a Benedictine Monastery — only one day exactly like 
another. Fatigue and Repose : Meditation and Eleva- 
tion : Restoration and Retirement. Then there was the 
dancing. You have seen her dance, Dorabyn, but only 
once. I have seen her every evening, and I never got 
tired of it.' 

Cicely blushed. ^ I must never dance again,' she said, 

* because I am not to meditate any more. I began when 
I was quite a little girl. I danced because no one could 
see me — ^they were all in Meditation : and so — somehow — 
it helped me to fall into Meditation. So I kept on — and 
Gilbert saw me.' 

* I should like to see you again,' said Lady Osterley. 
^ You will dance often to us — won't you ?' 

* No — ^I should be ashamed.' 

' We have got a great deal to teach her, Dorabyn. 
We must teach her not to be ashamed of doing clever 
and graceful things. Dear me. Cicely, when we go 
home — which will be next week ^' 

Lady Osterley looked up. It was the second time 
that Gilbert had uttered that prediction. 

* Next week,' he repeated, looking in her face. She 
saw something written on his face ; she turned pale^ and 
trembled. 
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Then she sprang to her feet. * Come with me, Gilbert,' 
she said, and led the way into the inner room. 'Now* 
— she turned upon him almost fiercely — ^ what do you 
mean by saying that we may go home next week T 

* I mean that you may leave this place to-morrow : 
that you may leave New York by the first boat that 
sails : that you may go home, to your own country 
house, and see once more your friends and — ^yes — ^your 
husband's friends as well.' 

* Tell me more.' 

* I will tell you all — ^this evening.' 

*0h! this evening — ^not till flien? This evening. 
There are hours to get through. Gilbert — ^there is but 
one way. Oh ! tell me — ^how ? — ^how ? God forgive 
me for desiring his death, but it is the only way.' 

* It is the only way. Therefore '^ 

* Not by your hands, Gilbert !' She caught those 
hands, and whispered : * No — ^no ! Not by your hands ! 
Anything — anything but that !' 

* No — not by my hands. Dorabyn, if you have ever 
doubted that the spirit of a good woman may protect 
and guide those whom she loves, doubt it no longer.' 

* You mean Cicely's mother ?' 

' Yes, I seem to understand it all so well. It was 
Alice who led her brother to the House — it was the 
only place in the whole habitable globe where he could 
be safe frojn the hands of Justice, Once arrested, his 
portrait would have been taken and sent to all the 
papers : he would have been recognised : all the world 
would have known the truth : and your boy, Dorabyn — 
Alice's nephew — would have had a life-long disgrace to 
bear. I say that she led her brother to this place where 
her only daughter was living : she led me after him : 
she sent him a message in^ging him even at this late 
moment to change his manner of life : she sent me a 
message ordering me to put off my purpose for five 
weeks : she brought you here so that you might see him 
once more, and might offer him the means of living ia 
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honesty. She even brought Annandale here, so that he 
might tell the world that he saw him, that he was quite 
mad, and that I was watching him for you. Mind, the 
whole thing is complete : the case hangs together per- 
fectly. Two more messages were sent: one to me — 
namely, that what had to be done should be done, but not 
by my hands : and one to him — ^the last message — it was 

deUvered to him by Cicely last night at midnight '' 

^ Why, I saw her in bed at ten.' 

* At midnight : she must have got up and walked all 
the way there and back : a lonely walk for a girl : eight 
miles : but she was protected by her mother.' 

^ What was the message ?' 

* She must have been in a trance of some kind. The 
message was very serious. It was a warning that he 
would meet his sister next day — ^this day.' 

* How did he take it.?' 

* At first he received it in his cold and superior way 
— ^you have seen him. It was part of my conspiracy 
against him : it was I who had brought about his expul- 
sion : it was I who was bringing the police upon him. 
We played '' 

* You played ?' 

* Life for life — ^with a pack of cards, Dorabyn, but I 
knew very well what would be the result if we played — 
and I won — ^that is to say, I lost the game, and he won 
— ^the revolver.' 

' Well ?' 

^ Then I told him, as solemnly as I could, how the 
spirit of his sister had been working for him — ^to save 
him and his family from disgrace. He broke down — so 
far as such a man can break down. He even spoke of 
the family name. He is, so far, broken, Dorabyn. He 
will save the name — and the boy — from disgrace. And 
oh !' — the tears crowded into his eyes — ^ the shame 
and the pity of it ! Yet he will keep his word — I am 
sure of it — ^I know it — ^he will meet his sister this 
ewning.' 
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'You left him to take his own life? Oh! it is 
horrible; and yet — ^yet ^ 

* He will take his own life with his own hand. Of 
that you may rest perfectly assured, Dorabyn. This 
evening you will be free, and your son will be safe, and 
your husband^s name and fame and honour will remain 
unblemished in the eyes of the world.' 

* Tell me no more, Gilbert. Leave me alone to think. 
I must find some pity for him, if I can. Oh, if it is in 
very truth the last day of this man's life, I must try to 
remember that once I respected him — once, for a brief 
week, I even thought I loved him. Leave me, Gilbert ; 
take Cicely somewhere — ^I want to be alone all day. 
I must pray for him — and for myself — ^and for my 

Her eyes were full of tears : her lips were trembling. 
Gilbert left her to her prayers, and softly closed the 
door. 

There was a boat which called at Aldermanbury 
about one o'clock. Gilbert found that he could go 
down the river for three or four hours; land at a 
certain place forty miles down, and return by train. 
He took Cicely with him, and widened Outside for her, 
thus beguiling for himself the weary hours of waiting. 

There were no more messages : Cicely looked for 
none : the final message had come : she knew that she 
must desire no more converse with her mother until 
another change: but she had begun to Uve in this 
world: the next had already lost some of its attrac- 
tions : already the House was left behind, soon to be 
forgotten in new interests and with new friends, and 
there was something new to learn ; something new to 
observe, every moment. She was like one who runs 
about on a newly-discovered island. 

They steamed down the noble river : they heard the 
echoes in the mountains where Rip Van Winkle played 
at bowls; they marked the cli£S and rocks and the 
hanging woods: an impertinent band played a selee- 
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tion fix)m Offenbach'*s operas; but even that did not 
spoil the woods and mountains, and the broad breadth 
of river: they sat under the awning and looked out 
upon the sunny hills : and with the bright and eager 
girl to ask questions continually, Gilbert almost forgot 
the Ordeal of the morning and. the dreadful purpose of 
the winner. 

It was ten o"*clock when they reached the station on 
their return. Gilbert took Cicely back to the hotel, 
where the Master sat in the comer in his usual attitude 
— ^feet out, hands folded — ^head back — in his customary 
meditation. Annandale was looking on in a kind of 
stupor. 

' Look here,' he whispered. ^ He just sat down — ^put 
out his feet, and went off — like that. Thank God you 
have come back, Gilbert ! What are we to do ? Lady 
Osterley is in her own room with a headache. Shall I 
run for a doctor ?' 

^ No — ^no — do nothing. He goes off like this every 
evening. It's the regular thing with him. Talk as 
loud as you like, Annandale, he won't hear. It is a 
strange custom, but it is the custom of his Fraternity.' 

* It looks creepy. Does he say things ? It would, be 
Uke a voice from the Tombs.' 

* We can leave him in charge of Cicely. You know 
the Master's ways, don't ^ou, Cicely ? As for you and 
me, Annandale, we will just go out and have a cigar on 
the Quay. The air from the river will be fresher than 
in the street — come.' 

They went out: it is not far from the hotel to 
the Quay : two steamers lay alongside : the Quay was 
deserted save for two or three low saloons, of which we 
have already heard. There the lights were brilliant, 
and there the noise of voices showed that life, even on 
so hot a night, still has an animated side. 

* They are gambling,' said Annandale, looking into 
one. * Faugh ! what an intolerable stink of bad whisky 
and bad jjjas ! I wonder what they are playing. Why, 
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Gilbert — see ! see ! — ^there is Sir Charles Osterlev — ^the 
man you have been looking after ! Sir Charles himself ! 
Oh, he must be awfully mad ! How did you come to 
leave him ? 

Gilbert looked in. 

* Yes — ^it is Sir Charles.' In fact, the loser of the 
game was playing with eagerness at a dirty table among 
three or four common men. * I suppose they let him 
out. I was not his keeper, you know. I agree with 
you. He must be very mad indeed to come to such a 
place as this.' 

* I thought he was religious mad. There isn't much 
religion in this. Sir Charles Osterley, of all men, to 
be found in such a den ! Why, the fellows look like 
stokers.' 

^ We had best not interfere, Annandale. I suppose 
that he fancies himself someone else. Come ; he will 
be looked after, and it would be best for him not to 
see us.' 

He drew Annandale away, and they resumed their 
walk up and down the Quay. 

^ I can think of nothing else,' said Annandale. ^ That 
poor madman ! I found him by accident. Of com'se I 
told Lady Osterley that I had discovered her secret. 
That explained everything: yoiu* presence here — ^you 
and yoiu: confounded strawberries ; his presence here ; 
her coming here — I thought it was to see you — and, of 

course, she knew all along ; her silence about him 

Why, his own mother hasn't been told. And now to 
find him, after he'd been religious mad, in a low class 
gambling den like this ! It's wonderful, Gilbert.' 

*Yes,' said Gilbert sadly. *Some things are too 
wonderful to be beUeved at all.' 

^All the same, you're a good fellow to look after 
him. What are you going to do with him? Leave 
him ? — stay with him F 

* I fear he cannot be left. We must wait — something 
may happen — ^he may recover — he may '* 
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310 THE CITY OF REFUGE 

He stopped, because just then, as the clock began to 
strike eleven, two shots in rapid succession struck upon 
his ear. 

^ What is that P asked Annandale. * The shots came 
from that place.** 

The voices, which had been very noisy, quieted for a 
moment ; then they began aU over again. 

Tramp — ^tramp came the footsteps of men bearing 
something ; they came out of the saloon in the dark 
night, they laid their burden on the stones of the 
street, the face covered with a handkerchief. 

* He's dead,' said one of the bearers. * He'd lost all 
his money, every dollar, and he jest stood up and blew 
out his brains before anyone could say anytmng. He's 
quite dead.' 

Gilbert stooped and lifted the handkerchief. Then 
with a shudder he placed it back. The man's eyes were 
wide open, and they seemed to say, * I have kept my 
promise.' 

And once more the words of the message rang through 
Gilbert's brain : 

* That which must be done shall be done — ^but not 
by your hands.' 

* Come,' he said, * we can do nothing. The body will 
be looked after. Come home, I will tell Lady Osterley. 
And — ^Annandale — ^not a word to Cicely. She need 
not be alarmed.' 

* Shall we tell these people who he is ? 

* By no means — why should we parade the fact that 
Sir Charles Osterley blew out his brains in a vile gambling 
den ? We must not proclaim abroad that this suicide 
was once an English statesman. This must be our 
secret, Annandale. Mad, you know he was — and in 
the House of Cranks. All the world may know that. 
But not the place or the manner of his end. Let us 
keep that secret, for the sake of Dorabyn, to ourselves, 
Annandale.' 

They went back to the hotel. * I am best out of the 
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way, Gilbert. I shall go to my own room,' said Annan- 
dale. ^ Come presently, and we will talk."* 

* Ask Dorabyn if I may speak to her, Cicely."* 

The Master was still in Meditation. Cicely was 
sitting in the dark, waiting in her patient way. She 
had not yet acquired the Outside habit of always doing 
something — treading for instance — ^and I think she never 
wUl. The habit of Meditation will always remain with 
her in a milder form. 

*Stay, Cicely — one moment. Have you any more 
messages for me ?* 

^Nothing, Gilbert. My mother has left off talk- 
ing to me. She leaves me to you — oh! Gilbert — to 
youf 

He kissed her solemnly. 

^Your mother has spoken again to-day, dear. She 
has spoken to me directly : she has guided me through 
a great and terrible danger. Now I must go to 
Dorabyn.' 

She received him in the dark. It was best that such 
a message should be received in the dark. 

^Tell me— tell me, Gilbert.' 

* He is dead, Dorabyn.' 
*How?' 

* By his own hand. He died where he mostly loved 
to live — in a gambling den.' 

* Is it known who he was ? 

* Annandale saw him — I thought it well that Annan- 
dale, who saw him alive, should know that he is dead. 
Annandale is persuaded that he was mad. Now you 
can go home, Dorabyn. You can write to his people, 
truthfully, that he disappeared — truthfully, that you 
went in search of him — truthfully, that he was found 
by me in a religious community — truthfully, that he 
broke out, apparently, in a new place, and that he 
killed himself — if they want to know more — in a 

f ambling den. It is a tale of madness, no worse, 
'or the general world it will be enough to announce 
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312 THE CITY OF REFUGE 

that Sir Charles Osterley died at Aldermaabtuy, New 
York State, on such and such a day.** 

* Yes — ^yes — ^I shall understand better, perhaps, in a 
little while; 

* Meantime, Dorabyn — at last — you are firee T 
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Also a Library Edition of The Deemeter, set in new type, crown 8vo, doth decorated, &r. 

Cameron (Commander V. Lovett).— The Cruise of the * Black 

Prince' Prhrateer. Post Sro, picture boards, ax. 

Cameron (Mrs. H. Lovett), Novels by. Post 8vo, illust bds. 2s, ea. 

JoUet'e Onardlan. 1 Deoelvere Byer. i 

Captain Colgnet, Soldier of the Empire: An Autobiography. 

Edited by LORHOAM IJtRCHBY. Translated by Mrs. CarbY. With xoo Illustrations. Crown Sto^ 
ck>th.y.6d: 

Carlyle (Jane Welsh), Life of. By Mrs. Alexander Ireland. With 

Portrait and Facsimile Letter. Small demy 8ro, doth extra, js, 6d. 



Carlyle (Thomas).— On the Choice of Books. Post 8vo, cl., i;. 6i. 

Correepondenee of Thomae Carlyle and ■• w. Bmereon, liM-lSTB. Edited by 
CE. Norton. With Portraits. Two Vols., crown 8to, cloth. a4x. 

Carruth (Hayden).— The Adventures of Jones. With 17 lUustra- 

tiona. Fcap> 8vo, doth, aj. 

Chambers (Robert W.), Stories of Paris Life by. Long fcap. 8vo, 

doth, ar. 6A each. 

The Hln< In YeUow. f In the Quarter. 

Chapman's (George), Works. Vol. I., Plays Complete, including the 

I Doubtful Ones.— VoL IL. Poems and Minor Translations, with Essay by A. C. SwinbuRME— Vol. 
in.. Tr ans la t i ons of the Iliad and Odyssey. Three Vols., crown 8vo, doth. 3t. 6rf. each. 

Chappie (J. Mitchell).— The Minor Chord: The Story of a Prima 

Donna. Crown 8vo. doth, y. erf. 

Chatto (W. A.) and J. Jackson.— A Treatise on Wood Engraving, 

Historical and Practical With Chapter by H. G. BoHN, and 450 line Illusts. Large 4to. hatf-leatUer, sOr. 

Chaucer for Children: A Golden Key. By Mrs. H. R.Haw£IS. With 

8 Coloured Plates and 30 Wootlcuts. Crown 4to. cloth extra, y. 6d. 
Chauce r f or B choo le. By M r s. H. R. H aweis. Demy 8vo. doth Ump, v. 6d, 

Chess, The Laws and Practice of. With an Analysis of the Open- 
ings. By Howard Staunton. Edited by R. B. Wormald. Crown 8vo, doth, y. 

Tho Minor Tactics of Chess : A Treatise on the Deployment of the Forces in obedience to Slra* 
seeic Principle^ By F.^K. YouNG and & C. Ho WELL. Long fcap. 8vo. doth. 2s. fxL 

Tho Hastings Ch«ffttf Tournament. Containing the Authorised Account of the 330 Game* 
playsd Aug.-Sept., 1805. With Annotations by PiLLSBURY. LaSKEk. TarraSCH. StE(NIT2. 
SCtflfl'KRS. TEICHMANN, BARDRLEBEN, BLACKBURNB. GUNSBERG. TlNSLE^ MASON, and 
ALMN i-fiiocrraphical Sketches of the Chess Masters, and aa Portraits. Edited by H. F. Cheshire. 
Crewn 8vo. cloth, ^s^ 6ti^ ^ ^ 

Clare (Austin).— For the Love o* a tass, PosfSvo, 25.; cl.,2*. 64 
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Clive (Mrs. Archer), Novels by. Post 8vo, illust. l)6ards, 2s, each. 

P>idF«M^. , t Why Paul F«rooU fcUlod hia Wife. 

Clodd (Edward, F.R.A.S.).— Myths and Dreams. Cr. 8vo. y. 6i. 

Coatefr(A«iie).— Rie's Diary. Crown 8vo. cloth. 35. 6d. 

Cobban (J. Maclaren), Novels by. 

— ^ - - — 1 of Boola. Port ivo, IDustrated boards, a_. 

1 Bnltaa* Crcmn Bto, doth extra, y. id. ; post 8vo. Illustrated boards^ ar. 



Tho Cora of Boola. Port 8ro, IDustrated boards, ar. 
Tha Bad Bnltaa* Crowa Bto, doth extra. y.id. ; poa. . 
Tha Bordaa of Isaoal. Crown Svo, doth extra, y. 6d. 



Coleman (^oh*n).-^urly: An Actor's Story. With 21 Illustrations 

byj. CDOLLMAN. Cpm Jvo, picture cover, u*. 

Coleridge (M.E.).— The Seven Sleepers of Ephesus.\^ Cloth, is. 6i. 
Collins (C. Al!ston).--The Bar Sinister. Post 8vo. bipards. 25. 
Collins (John Churton, M.A.), Books by. 

Illustrations of Tannyson. Crown Svo, doth extra. 6s. 

Jonathan Swift t A Biographical and Critical Study. Crown Svo, doth extra, 8f. 

Collins (Mortimer and Frances), Novels by. "^ " 

Crown Svo, doth extra, y. id, each ; port Svo. illustrated boards, as. each. 
From Midnight to MIdnltfht. I Blacksmith and Boholar. 

Transmltfrauon. 1 Tou Play ma Palsa. 1 Tha Yillaga Comady. 

Post Svo, iOastrated boards, ar. each. 
Bwaat Anna Pa<a. I A Fight with Fortuna. I Sweet and Twanty . I Francaa. 

Collins (Wilkie), Novc!s by. 

Crown Svo, doth extra, mu^y lnJ^ibu^'Lted, v^ ^' ^^^ > pi^ Sro. picture boards^ ar. each ; 

^\n\\^ UmpK is. tif. tjeli. 



*Aatonlna« 



*Hlda and Seek. 
*Tha Woman In WhltO* 
*Tha Mooaatona. 
•Han and WUa. 
-- 'DaFk. 



Tha Quean of Haarta. 
Mo Mai 



Vy Baiao«na.aleft* 

Pnor JHIsg Flliohi 
1HN« or iHra.? 
Tb« New Hatfd&IflBi 
The Frt^^en Deep, 
The i^mv nnd the Lady* 
The Two Oealtniei. 
The HcLunted Hotels 
The Fallen lienveKr 



laaabal*a Daaghtask 
Tha Blaek Boba. 
Heart and Selanoa. 
•I Say Mo.* 
A Boa aa'a Ufa. 
Tha BvU Oenlus. 
lilttle Movels. 
The Legaoy of Cain. 
Blind Xiova. 



V Marked • art tJu NbW U bR A]?.v ]Liii\i\i\i ar^j. Cn^'.h. u^iin ly reset and hound in new style, 

POPULAR EomONS. Medium Svo. id. each; doth, \s. each. ' 
Tha Woman in White. 1 Tha Hoonatona. | Antonlxia. 
The Woman In White and The Hoonstone in One Volume, medium Svo, doth, af. 

Colman*s (Qeors:e) Humorous Works: ' Broad Grins/ * My Night- 

gown and Slippers,' &c. With Life and Frontispiece.. Crown Svo, doth extra, ^s. id. 

Colquhoun (M. J.).— Every Inch a Soldier. Post Svo, boards, 2^. 
Colt'breaking, Hints on. By W. M. Hutchison. Or. Svo.cl., y, ed. 
Convalescent Cookery. By Catherine Ryan. Cr. Svo, is. ; cl., is. 6d, 
Conway (Moncure D.), Works by. 

Demonology and Devll-Itore. with 6< illustrations. Two Vols., demy Svo, cloth, ae«. 
Oeogge Washlngton'a Bales of Civility. . Fcap. 8vo. Japanese vellum, ay. 6d. 

Cook (Dutton), Novels by. 

Post 8v0k illustrated boards, sr. each. ^ 

I.eo. / I ^. Paal Fosters Paa^tag. 

Coo per (Edward H.^.— Qeoffory Hapiilton. Cr« 8vo, cloth, 35. 6d. 
Cornwall.— Popular Romances of the West of England: or, The 

DroUs, Tradldons, and Superstitiofis of Old ConnraU. Collected by ROBBia' HUNT, F.It,S. With 
. two Ste e J Plates by Ghorch Cruikshawk. Crown Sve. dotii, js. id. 

Cotes TV. Cecil).— Two Qirls on a Barge. With 44 Illustrations by 

F.H.f0WNSEN0, P(atteC^.ClflQl.t>f.^. ■ . , ,^ . .^ ^ . 

Craddock (C. Egbert), Stories by. , 

The PMphet of the Qvaat Smoky Hoontalna. Post Sro, flhistrated boards, sv. ' 

Hts Vanished etas>.Ci5i»aiS»eMiothe jHi er » ^'6<^. - i> . > . ^. . . 

Cram (Ralph Adams).— Black Spirits and White, Fcap. 8vo^ 
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Crellin (H. N.). Books by. 

ROBUUIMS of th« Old BeratfUo. With 38 inustrattons by S. L. WOOD. Crown 8ro. doth, ^t.td. 
Tales of the Caliph. Crown 8to. cloth, ar. 
The Masarenes t A Drama. Crown 8vo. is. 

Crliti (Matt.)*— Adventures of a Fair Rebel, Crown Svo, cloth 

extra, with a Frontispiece by DAN. BBARD, 3^. 6d. ; post 8vo, illustrated boards, ax. 

Crockett (S. R.) and others.— Tales of Our Coast. By S. R, 

Crockett, Gilbert Parker, Harold Frederic, •'" ..... — 

lUustratioos by FRANK Brangwyn. Crown Svo. doth. 3^. 



CROCKETT, Gilbert Parker, Harold Frederic* 'Q^' and w Clark Russell. With 19 



Croker (Mrs. B. M.), Novels by. Crown Svo, cloth extra, 35. 6d, 

each tVOA 8to. illustrated boards, as. each ; cloth limp, »r. 6d, each. 
Pretty Miss MevlUo. I Diana Barrintftoii. I A Family Likeness. 

A Bird of Passage. I Proper Pride. •ToIiet.^ 

Ylllatfe Tales and Jnnfle Tragedies. | Two Masters. I Mr. lerrls. 

Crown Svo, doth extra, y. 6d. each. 
Married or Single? | In the Kingdom of Kerry. 

The Real I«ady Hilda. | Interfer enee. | A Third Person. 

Beyond the Pale. Crown 8to, buckram, 6s. 

Cruikshank's Comic Almanack. Complete in Two Sekies: The 

First, from 1835 to 1841 ; the Second, from 1844 to 185^ A Catherine of the Best Humour of 
Thackeray, Hood, Mayiiew, albert smith, A'Bfxkett, Robert Brouch. &c. With 
numerous Steel Engravlnsfs and Woodcuts by Gborgb CRUIKSHANK. HINB* Lanoblls, &c 
Two Vols., crown Svo. cloth eilt, 7J. 6d. each. 
The Life of George Gmlkshank. By blanchard Jerrold. With 84 niastratlons and a 
Bibliography. Crown Svo, cloth extra, 6x. 

Cummlng (C. P. Gordon), Works by. Demy Svo, d. ex., &. 6i. ea. 

In the Hebrides. . With an Auto^pe Frontispiece and a^ Illustrations. 

In the Himalayas and on the Indian Plains. With 43 lUustrationi. 

Two Happy Years In Ceylon. With aS Illustrations. 

Via Cornwall to Bgypt. With a Photogravure FrontLspiece. Demy 8to. clotti. js. id. 



Cussans (John . 

for Tracbig Pedisrrees a 



E.).~A Handbook of Heraldry; with Instructions 

and Dedphering Ancient MSS., &c. Fourth EdiUon, revised, with 408 Woodcuts 
8vo, dot" ■ 



and a Coloured Plates. Crown Svo, doth extra, 6s. 



C yples (W.). —Hearts o f Gold. Cr. 8 vo, cl., 35. td. ; post Svo, bda. , 2s. 
Daudet (AlphOnse).— The Evan^relist; or, Port Salvation. Crown 

Svo, doth extra, y. 6d. ; p ost Svo, illustrated boards, ax. 

Daveiiant (Francis, M.A.).— Hints for Parents on the Choice of 

a Profession for th eir Sons when Btartinf la Life. Crown Svo, doth, is. 6d. 

Davidson (Hu£:h Coleman).— Mr. Sadler's Daughters. With a 

Frontispiece !^ STANLEY WOOD. Crown Svo, doth extra, y. 6d. 

Davies (Dr. N. E. Yorke-), Works by. Cr. Svo. is. ea.; cl., is. 6d. ea. 

One Thoosand Medloal Maxims and Surgloal Hints. 

Ifursery Hints i A Mother's Guide m Health andDisease. 

Foods for the Fat i A Treatise on Corpulency, and a Dietary for Its Cur*. 

Aids to Long Life. Crown Svo. as. ; doth limp, as. 6A 



Davies' (Sir John) Complete Poetical Works. Collected and Edited, 

with Introduction and Notes, by R ev. A. B. GROSART, D.D. Two Vols., crown Svo. doth, y. 6d. each. 

Dawson (Erasmus, M.B.).~-The Fountain of Youth. Crown Svo. 

cloth extra, with Two Illustratioiu by HUMS NiSBET, jx. 6d. ; post Svo, illustrated bouds, sf. 

De Guerin (Maurice), The Journal of. Edited by G. S. Trbbutien. 

With a Memoir by Saintb-Beuvb. Translated from the atiOx French Edition by JBSSIB P. FKOTH. 
INGHAM. Fcap. Svo, half-bound, ax. 6A 

De Malstre (Xavier).— A Journey Round my Room. Translated 

by Sir He nry ATTWELL. Post Svo, doth Ifanp. ax. &/. 

De Mille (James).— A Castle in Spain. Crown Svo, doth extra, with 

a Froatisfime^ y. 6tl. i post 8vo. iljpstwted boards, ai. 

Derby (The) : The Blue Ribbon of the Turf. With Brief Accoonts 

of The Oaks. By Louis henry curzon. Crown 8vo, dotti limp, sr. M 
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Derwent (Leith), Novels by. Cr. 8vo, cl., 35. 6d. ea. ; post 8vo, «. ea. 

Ottg Lady of Te>ra. | Clrc^'i Lotts. 

Dewar (T. R.).— A Railible Round the QlOKe. With 220 Illustra- 
tions. Crown 8vo, Cloth extn, js. td. 

Dickens (Charles) •— Sketches by Boz. Post 8vo, illust. boards, 25. 

Abojit Bntfland vlth Dlekraa. By Alfred Rimmer. With 57 Illustntioiisbf C A. Vander- 
HOOF. Alfred Rimmbr, and others. Square 8vo. doth extra. 7J. 6d, 

Dictionaries. 

The Reader's Handbook of JUlaslona, Refepences. Plots, and Stories. By the Rer. 

H. C. BREWER. LL.D. With an English Bibliography. Crown svo, doth extra, js. 6d» 
Authors and their Works, with the Dates. Crown 8vo. cloth lunp. ax. « 

A Dteilonary of Mlraftles t Imiutive. Realistic, and Dogmatic. By the Rev. E. C. Brewer, 

LL.D. Crowii 8vO, cloth. 3*. 6rf. 
Familiar Sh6rt Bayintfs of Great Men. With Historical and Explanatory Notes by Samuel 

A. BENT, A.M. Crown Svo. cloth extra, -js. 6d. 
The Slang Dictionary t Etymolocrical. Historical, and AnecdotaL Crown Sro. cloth, 6s. 6d. 
Words, Faets, and Phrases t A Dictionary of Curious, Quaint, and Out-of-the-Way Matters. By 

Eliezer Edwards. Crown Svo, dotl> extra. $s. td. 

Diderot.— The Paradox of Acting. Translated, with Notes, by 

Walter HERRIES Pollock. With Preface by Sb HENRY Irving. Crown Svo, parchment, it. 6d, 

Dobson (Austin), Works by. 

Thomas Bewick and his Pupils, with 95 niustratioiis. Square Svo, doth. &r. 
Four Frenchwomen* With Four Forirraits. Crown Svo, buckram, pit top, d*. 
Klghteenth Century Vignettes. In Three Series. Crown Svo. buduam. &r. each. 

Dobson (W. T.).~Poetlcal Ingenuities and Eccentricities. Post 

Svo. doth limp, as. 6rf. 

Donovan (Dick), Detective Stories by. 

Post Svo, illustrated boards, as. each ; doth Ump, at. 6d. eadu 
The Man-Hunter. 1 Wanted I I A Detective's Triumphs. 

Caught at Iiast. I In the Grip of the Law. 

Tracked and Taken. I From Information Received. 

Who Poisoned Hetty Donoan ? 1 I^lnk by Link. | Dark Deeds. 

Suspicion Aroused. I Riddles Read. 

Crown Svo. cloth extra, y. 6d. each ; post Svo, illustrated boards, at. each ; doth, Sf. td, each. 
The Man from Manchester. With 33 Illustrations. 
Tracked to Doom. With Six full-page liiustraUons by Gordon Browns. 
The Mystery of Jamaica Terrace. 

The Chronicles of Michael Danevlteh, of the Russian Secret SsfvIoo. Oewn Svo, 

doth, 3J. 6<f. 

Dowling (Richard) .—Old Corcoran's Money. Crown Svo. el., 35. 6d. 
Doyle (A. Conan).— The Firm of Olrdlestone. Cr. 8vo, cl.> 35. 6d. 
Dramatists, The Old. Cr. Svo, cl. ex.. with Portraits, y. 6d, per Vol. 

Ben Jonson's Works. With Notes, Critical and Explanatory, and a Bio|^pliIcal Memoir by 

William Gifford. Edited by Colonel Cunningham. Three Vols. 
Chapman's Works. Three Vols. Vol. I. contains the Plays complete ; VoL XI., Poems and lifinor 

Translations, with an Essay by A. C. SWINBURNE ; Vol. III.. Translations of the Iliad and Odyssey. 
Marlowe's Works. Edited, with Notes, by Colond Cunningham. One Vol. 
Mass ing er's Plays. From Giffords Text. Edited by Colonel CUNNINGHAM. One Vol. 

Duncan (Sara Jeannette: Mrs. Evbrard Cotbs), Works by. 

Crown Svo. cloth extra, js. &/. each. 
A Social Departure. With m Illustrations by F. H. TOWNSEND. 
An American Girl In London. With So Illustrations by F. H. TOWNSBND. 
The Simple Adventures of a Memsahl h. With 37 lU ustratJom by F. H. TOWNSBNn. 

H Dattgbtev of To -Day* | Va rnoD'a Annt* Wn3i t^TllLatnHoin by Hai- ttijRiiTt 

Dutt ( Rom esfT C. )^-- Engl aft d and India: A Record of Progress 

du^rfv^ On? Ilundii^tl Vears^ Crown Jivu, cEaLhi ?j. 

Dye r i'i\ FrTha selton)^The Folk*Lore Qf~Plafitj. Cr &vo, clT^> 
Early EngJIsh Poets. Edited, with Introductions and Aofiotatioiifli 

I'v Wcv. A. r. r.kU'^AKT, 1>.D. Crowrt Svo. eloHh boanlit„ JT, id.pts VHlint[ 
FlBLCtiet-'a iGt]i&9> Complflta Poaihs. One Vol. 
IiavleaNStF Jahn' Com plats Poeilcsl Warks^ Two Vsla. 
He prick's lAobdrtj Camp] eta Colleatnd Posms. Tlirec Voll, 
■idnerls (Sir Phili p? Cgm piste P&iH&al Woi^ s. Three Voh^ , 

Ed^cumbe (Sir B^ R. Pearce).--2epAyrUfl: A HoUdaj im flraiU 

sues Iks Uwntifr WitJ^timfliMlii^ Cwfatr4^«{pth«tft%ih 
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Edwardes (llirs. Annie), Novels by. 

Poit tvok tUiistnted boards, sx. each. 
Jtochle LoitIL | A Point of HOftftttft 

Edwards (Eliezer).— Words, Facts, and Phrases: A Dictionary 

of Curious* Quaint, and Out-of-tlit'Way Matters. Chea|>et Editibn. Crown 8vo, cloth, y. 6rf. 

Edwards (M. Bethafti-), Novels by. 

KHtj. Post Syo. boatds, tx. t cloth, tx. 0tf. | FMIelft* Port 8vo. lltaitrated tioar ds. v. 

Egerton (Rev. J. C, M.A.). — Sussex Folk and Sussex Ways. 

With Introdualon by Rev. Dr. H. WaCB, and Four Illustrations. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, y. 

Eggleston (Edward).— Roxy: A Novel. Post 8vo, illast. boards, 25. 

Englishman's House, The : A Practical Guide for Selecting or Build- 
ing a House. By C. J. Richardson. Coloured Frontispiece and ^ lUusts. Cr. Sto. cloth, 7/. 6<f. 

Ewald (Alex. Charles, F.S.A.), Works by. 

The lilfe and Tlmos of Prtnoo Charlos Btaart, Count of Albny IThb Young Prbtbr- 

OBR. With a Portrait. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, js. 6d. 
Btort— f>om. tha Btaf 9m,pmn» With Autotype Frontispiece. Crown 8vo. doth, 6s. 

Eyes, Our : How to Preserve Them. By John Browning. Cr. 8vo, 15. 
Familiar Short Sayings of Great Men. By Samuel Arthur Bbnt, 

A. M . Fifth Edition, Revised and Enlaqiod. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, js. 6d, 

Faraday (Michael), Works by. Post 8vo, cloth extra, 45. 6d, each. 

Tho ChomloiS Jiittovy of a Candlo i Lectures delivered befort « JumBe Andlenoe. Edited 

by WILLIAM Crookbs. F.C.S. With numerous Illustrations. 
On the YaFloua Foreos of Matnro« and thotv BolatioBS to MMh ofthM. Edited by 

William Crookbs, F.CS. With lliustrationa. * _ 

Farrer (J. Anson), Works by. 

MilUanr Mannara and Castoms. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, «x. 

War t Three Essays, reprinted from * Military Manners and Customs.' Crown 8vo, is. ; doth, u. td, 

Fenn (Q« Manvllle), Novels by. 

Crown 8vo, doth extra, 3X. 6d. each ; post evo. Illustrated boards, %t, each. 
The WW Mlrtr— ■. | Wlto— to the D— d. | Tho TJgeg LUy. I Tho Whito Ylggte. 

Fin- Bee— The Cupboard Papers : Observations on the Art of Living 

and Dining. Pos t 8 vo, cloth limp, ax. td. 

Fireworks, The Complete Art of Making ; or. The Pyrotechnist's 

Treasury. By THOMAS KbntiSH. With 967 Illustrations. Crown 8vOb cloth, sx. 

First Book, My. By Walter Besant, Jambs Payn, W. Clark Rus- 
sell, GRANT ALLEN, HALL CAINB. GEORCB R. SIMS. RUDYARD KIPLING. A. CONAN DOYLB. 

M. E. Braddon, F. W. Robinson, H. Riokr Haggard, R. M. Ballantyne, L Zangwill, 

MORLEY ROBERTS, D. CHRISTIE MURRAY, MARY CORELLI, J. K. JEROME. JOHN STRANGE 

Winter, Bret Harte, • Q.,* Robert Buchanan, and R. L. Stevenson, with a Prefatory Story 
by Jerome K. Jerome, and 185 Illustrations. A New Edition. Small demy 8vo, art linen, y. 6d. 

Fitzgerald (Percy), Works by. 

Little assayt t Passages from the Letters of CHARLES LAMB. Post 8vo, doth, v. CA 
Fatal Zevo. Crown 8vo. doth extra, y. 6d. ; post 8vo, illustrated boards, sx. 



Post 8vo, Illustrated boards, 3x. each. 
Bella PoBMU I Tha Iiady of Brantoma. I The Beeond Mrs. Tlllotson. 
Folly. 1 Mever Forgotten. | Beventy-llTe Brooke Street. 



The Iilft ttf lames Boewell (of Auchlnleck). with lUusts. Two Vob., demy tvo, doth, t4x. 

The Bavoy Opera, with 60 illustrations and Portraits. Crown 8vo, doth, y. 6d, 

Blv Henry IrTingt Twenty Years at the Lyceum. With Portrait. Crown 8vo, ix. ; c loth, xx. 6d, 

Flammarion (Camille), Works by. 

Popnlar Astronomy t A General Description of the Heavens. Translated by T. Ellaro CorS, 

7.R.A.S. With Three Plates and sSB Illustrations. Medium 8vo» cloth, xox. 6d, 
Urania t A Romance. With 8y Illuytatlons. Crown gvo, doth extra. 5x. 

Fletcher's (Giles, BID.) Complete Poems: Christ's Victorie in 

Heaven, Chflffi Victorie cm Eanh, Chrisft Trimnph over Death, ead Minor Peetas^ Witk Netethy 
Rev. A. B. CtOSAKT, P.D« Crown tvo, doth beerda, y« X^ 

Posblaiiqua (Albany)«'-Pllthj Lucres Pott 8vo, ilhitt. bosrdt, ai« i 
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Forbes (Archibald).— The Life of Napoleon III. With Photo. 

gravure Frontispiece and Thirty-six full-page lUustrattoni. Demy 8yo« doth, gilt top, taf,, [Shortly, 

Francillon (R. E.)f Novels by . 

Crown 8voh %loth extra, sr. 6dL each ; p<»t 8vo, IlhKtrated beards, «f . each. 

8n« bj Ono. I A Real Qaoui. | A Dof and hit BluUtoWi 

op«i of Bandk UlustratecL ^ 

Post 8vb.lIlustratecr5Qards; 3J. each. 
Qtiooa Cophotao. | Olym pta* t Homancos of t he Law. | Klof or Ksavo T 
Jack Doyl< * a Da u ghtor. Crown 8vo. cloth, y. 6d. ' ■ 

Frederic (Harold), Novels by. Post 8vo, illust. boards. 25. each. 

8«th' « Bro thOT'a WtfO. I Tho Law to n Girl. 

French Literature, A History of. By Henry Van Laun. Three 

Vols., d emy 8vo, plot h boar d s, ^s. 6d, e ac h. ■ 

Frisweiif (Hain).— One of Two; A Novel. Post 8vo, illust: bds., 25. 
Fi>^*s (Herbert) Royal Quide to the London Charities. Edited 

by J ohn Lane. Published Annually. Crown 8vo, cloth, ». 6d, 

Gardening Books* Post 8vo, is, each ; cloth limp. 15. 6i. each. 

A Year's Work In Oardan and Oroonhonto. By George Glenny. 
HouMhold Hortloultare. ByTOUandjANB Jerrold. Illustrated. 
Thtt Cardan that Paid (ha Rant. By Tom jerrold. 

My Oardan Wtld. By Francis G. Heath. Crown 8vo, cloth, gflt edges , to 



Gardner (Mrs. Alan).— Rifle and Spear with the Rajpoots : Being 

the Narrative or a Winter's Travel and Sport in Northern India. With numerous Illustrations by the 
Author and F. H. TOWNSEND. Demy 4to. half-bound. nxSk 

Garrett (Edward).— The Capel Girls: A Novel. Crown 8vo, cloth 

extra, with two Illustrations, y. 6rf. ; post 8vo, illustrated boards, gj. 

Gaulot (Paul).— The Red Shirts : A Story of the Revolution. Trans- 

lated by JOHN DB V1I.LIERS. With a Frontispiece by StakLBY Wood. Crown 8yo, cloth, y. td. 

Gentleman's Magazine, The. is. Monthly. Contains Stories, 

Articles upon Uterature, Science, Biography, and Art, and«TaMoTaUc* by SYLVANUS URBAN. 
♦♦♦ Sound yolumes/or recent years kept itt stock, Zs, 6rf. each, Ctues/or binding, ax. each, 

Gentlefnan's Annual, The. Published Annually in November, zs. 

The Title of the 1897 ANNUAL is The Sacret of Wyvern Towera. By T. W. Speight. 

German Popular Stories. Collected by the Brothers Grimm and 

Translated by ^GAR TAYLOR. With Introduction by JOHN RUSKIN, and sa Steel PUtes after 
George CRUIKSHANK. Square 8vo. doth, 6ff. 6rf. ; gilt edges, ^s, 6d, 

Gibbon (Chas.), Novels by. Cr. 8vo, cl., y, 6d, ea.; post 8vo, bds.. 25, ea. 

Robin Gray. With Frontispiece. I Xiovlntf a Dream. 

Tha Ooldan Shaft. With Fro ntispiece. j Of High DatfrOO, 

Post Svo, illustrated boards, as. each. 



Tha Flowar of tha Forest. 

Tha Dead Heart. 

For Laek of Gold. 

What Win tha World Say? 

For tha King. | A Hard Knot. 

Queen of tha Meadow. 

In Faaturea Green. 



In LoTO and War. 

A Heart's Problem* 

By Mead and Stream. 

The Braes of Yarrow. 

Fancy Free. 

In Honour Bound.' 

Heart's Delight. I Bloed-Monay. 



Gibney (Somerville).— Sentenced I Crown 8vo, cloth, 15. 6d. 
Gilbert (W. S.), Original Plays by. In Three Series, 2s. 6d. each. 

The First Series cont^ns : The Wicked world— Pygmalion and Galatea—Charity— The Princesi 



The Palace of Truth— Trial by Jury. 



The Second Series : Broken Hearts— Engaged— Sweethearts— Gretcben— Dan Druce— Tom Cobb^ 

— H.M.S. • Pinafore'— The Sorcerer— The Pirates of Penzance. 
The Third Series : Comedy and Tragedy— Foggerty's Fldry— Rosencrant^ and Guildenstem-* 

Patience— Princess Ida— The Mikado— Ruddigore-*The Yeomen of the Guard— The Gondoliers^ 

The Mountebank*— Ut(^>ia. 

Slfht Orldlaal Conilo Opafaa written by W. S. Gilbert. In Two Series. Demy Svo^ cloth. 

as. 6d. each. T^ie FIRST containing^ The Sorcerer— H.M.S. 'Pfaufore '—The Piratesof Penzance— 

lolantbe— Patience— Princess Ida— The Mikado— Trial by Jury. 
The SfiCOND SERIES contafaiing: The Gondoliers— The Grand Duke— The Yeomen of theGuard-^ 
. , . His Excjrilej^cy- Utopia. Lfanlted- Ruddigore— The Mountebanks— Haste to the Wedding; 
She Glibart and SuUtvan Birthday Book t Quotations for Every Day fai the Year, sdected 

ftom Plays by W. S. Gilbert set to Music by Sir At SULWVAN. CompUed hy ALBX, WATSON, 

Royal i$iiw), Jij^M55s i5i»th5ri M. W. 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



^^f^m 



y> CHATTO & WINDUS, m St. Martin's Lane, London. W.C 

Gilbert (William), Novels by. PostSvo, illustrated bds.. a*, each. 

Dr. AubUb's Guttata* I Jamos Diika, Costannoiitfavk 

Tha WtMtfd of tha Monntaln. j 

QIanvllle (Ernest), Novels by. 

Crown 8to. doth extra,^. 6d. each ; post Sro, IDustnted boards, at. each. 
Tha IiOOt Halram t A Tale of Love. Battle, and Adventure. With Two inustrations by H. NiSBKT. 
The Foaslokev i A Romance of Mashonaland. With Two mnstratioos by UUMB NlSBBT. 
A Fair Colonist. With a Frontispiece by STANLEY WOOD. 

Tha Ooldaa Rook. Widi a Frontispiece by STANLEY Wooa Crown tro, doth ntn, ss. M. 

Klooff Yavna. Crown 8vo, picture cover, xx. ; doth, ix. 6tL 

Taloa flpom tha Yaldt. With Twelve lihistrations by M. NiSBET. Crown 8to, doth, y. 6dL 

Qlenny (Qeorge).-— A Year's Work in Garden and Greenhouse: 

Practical Advice as to the Management of the Flower. Fruit, and Frame Garden. Post 8vo. w. ; cloth, ts. 6d, 

Godwin (William).— Lives of the Necromancers. Post 8vo, cl.. zs. 
Golden Treasury of Thought, The : Ao Encyclopaedia of Quota- 

TIONS. Edited by Thhodore Taylor. Crown 8vo, cloth gOt. 7J. 6d. 

Gontaut, Memoirs of the Duchesse de (Gouvernante to the Cllll- 

dren of France), 1773- 1836. With Two Photogravures. Two Vols., demy 8vo, doth extra, ats. 

Goodman (E. J.).— The Fate of Herbert Wayne. Cr. 8vo, 35. 6d. 
Greeks and Romans, The Life of the, described from Antique 

Monuments. By ERNST GUHL and W. KONBK. Edited by Dr. F. HUBFFER. With 54s lUustra- 
tions. Large crown 8vo, doth extra, js. 6d. 

Greville (Henry), Novels by. 

Post 8vo. illustrated boards, sx. eadk 
Mlkaaor. Translated by Eliza E. Chase. 
A Mobla Woman* Translated by Albert D. Vandam. 

Griffith (Cecil).— Corinthia Marazion : A Novel. Crown 8vo, cloth 

extra, y. 6d. ; post 8vo. illustrated boards, ax. 

Grundy (Sydney).— The Days of his Vanity: A Passage in the 

Life of a Youug Man. crown 8vo. cloth extra, 3X. 6d. ; post 8vo, iHustrated boards, ax. 

Habberton (John, Author of * Helen's Babies ')« Novels by. 

Post 8vo. Illustrated boards, ax. each : doth limp. ax. 6d. taOu 
Braaton'a Bayou. | Coantry Look. 

Hair, The : Its Treatment in Health, Weakness, and Disease. Trans- 

- lated from the German of Dr. J. PiNCUS. Crown Sto, tx. ; cloth, ix. 6tL 

Hake (Dr. Thomas Gordon), Poems by. Cr. 8vo, cl. ex., 6;. each. 

Maw Bymbola. | I<atfenda off tha Morrow. | Tha Sarpaat Play. 

_ Maldan Bcataay. Small 4to. cloth extra, 8x. 

Halifax (C.).— Dr. Rumsey's Patient. By Mrs. L. T. Mbadb and 

CLIFFORD HALIFAX, M.D. Crown 8vo, cloth. 6f. 

Hall (Mrs. S. C.).— Sketches of Irish Character. With numerous 

Illustrations on Steel and Wood by Maclisb. GILBERT. Harvey, and Gborcb Cruiksmank. 
Small demy 8vo, doth extra, 7x. bd. 

Hall (Owen), Novels by. 

ThaTraekofaStorm. Cheaper Edition. Crown 8to. doth. jr. 6A 

Jotanm. Crown 8vo, cloth, y 6d. 

Halliday (Andrew).— Every'day Papers. Post 8 vo, boards, as. 
Handwriting, The Philosophy of. With over loo Facsimiles and 

Explanatory Text. By DON FELIX DE SALAMANCA. Post 8vo. cloth limp, ax. 6d. 

Hanky-Panky : Easy and Difficult Tricks, White Magic. 'Sleight of 

Hand.&c. Edited by W. H. CREMSK. With aoo Illustrations. Crown 8vo. doth extra. 4X. 6A 

Hardy (Lady Duffus).-~Paul Wynter's Sacrifice. PostSvo. bds.. is . 
Hardy (Thomas).— Under the Greenwood Tree. Crown 8vo, cloth 

extra, with Portrait and 15 Illustrations, sr. 6d, ; post 8vo. illustrated boards, ax. doth Bmp. ax. td. 

Hftrwood (J. p^rwick).— The T^ntb Ewl, Post Syo, bparas, ai. 



Digitized by V^OO^ !(:! 



CHaTTO a WlNDUS, tti Sf. Martiit's Uiie, Loflddn. W.C. (t 

Harte's (Bret) Collected Works. Revised by the Author. LIBRARY 

EDITION, in Nine Volumes, crown 8vo, cloth extra. 6s. each. 
Vol. I. COMPLETE POETICAL AND DRAMATIC WORKS. With Steel-plate Portrait. 
„ II. THE LUCK OP ROARING CAMP— BOHEMIAN PAPERS— AMERICAN LBGEI«D. 

w III. TALES OF THE ARGONAUTS— EASTERN SKETCHES. 

„ IV. Gabriel Conroy. | Vol. V. Stories— Condensed novels, &c 

„ VI. TALES OP the pacific SLOPE. 

„ Vii. Tales op the pacific Slope— II. with Portrait by John pbttib, R.A. 
„ VIII. Tales of the Pine and the Cypress. 

„ IX. BUCKEYE and CHAPPAREL^ 

The Bfilect WoFkfl oT Brot Hapt4f b Pio^ pnd focrry, \Mth Tntrndu^Lnrr ^say by J. M. 

ElLLLIl'.V, I'ortrait of the AuHiur. amj 5a IlluntraticmS, (^njvfQ ^vu^ f:li>th, 3J. 6d. 
SF«t Eia.rt4'l PattlCbul WorMfl* Ffintisd on hanil-jnade paper^ CiO'wa Bf □, bunkraiQ, ^Jr &/. 
A New Vomme of Poetm. Crown Svo, buckram, ^/h {Freparinf. 

^h» Quaen of tUs Pir>atB fflJ«. with ^ Oii^tn^i Uf Dwiofi by KATE GRBfipTAWAy, ifproduced 

iri CoSom&by Edajuhd Hva:jS . S ]na]a ^ta, cloth, 5^, 

Crovra 3td, cloth Extm, ■;.■. ^, eacli J post fiio, pictiire boaris, ar. uch, 
A Waif of tbs PJiiln«. WiMi bo JlEkisirmlianj by ^T AM LEV L, WOQU. 
A Wnr4 ot (ba GoldAii Gmjm . WJth q ^ 11] un rations by Stamley 1^ Wc:!Od. 

Crown ihTD, tl<iiti c^Eran ^. &/. aacli. 
A Bapplia of GrAAn fipFlng*, Sue. With Tiitd ]t[L^¥tr4tl[3i]i by HUMS NI5BET. 
-. *-- ^ llfiiCllar" .. - -- - .- .... - - . 



CaTanDi Stp.i-bp(tiA'i Gilflnl, ttDd Some Otbap Ftopla* W31I1 a Ff ontUipleciL 

Bu«v : ■■'^ ^-^ •:'^'*^l- '^'^'J' '1 I'fontispiecc and \'itnctt[j by J. A. CtlRJ^T'" 

BaJly i>aw*, &':. \\ 'Ah 47 iJliustratin[i& by V,'. U. ALMf;>SD anff or 

A l^^atAtfee of Jack MB.tttlln'A, &c. VVlthLsti ll]LisrrBticin%by ^ 

Tha BAir-Qtrttfar of Aa^aL't, Arc. >V"tth ;ig lULi^tratioa^ by Du 

-CIV^FBnee: A Story u^ Lli<? A 1 ufn t *il War. VV^lh Ii];jht 1 1 Lu-^t ratiuns 



Bu«v : ■■'^ ^* •:'^'*^l- '^'^'J' '1 I'fontispiecc and \'itnctt[j by J. A. CtlRJ^TIE, 
BaJly i>aw*, ..'^'c. \\ 'Ah 47 iJliustratin[i& by V,'. U. ALMf;>SD anff orlienH 
A l^^atAtfee of Jack MB.tttlln'A, &c. vvlthLsti ii]LisrrBticin%by w, lS^fA1-I: and othen. 
— ^ _. -__ . ..,.. .,, : by Dudley HARiiJVanrtuitieri, 

^tratiiiQS by A- JULE CpOiJDUAN. 

MEEl ^^v lUHilrJUoHs Liy A. FOB IL^Tl liR, " ■"" 

I>Avll'a PqimIi ,^c. With a rr<jiiti&pleee by W. H. Ovf.eukd. 



Ba>'ll«f *a Luck, hLC. liMnti ^v ULnsirdlloHs by A. FUB IL'sTl i^R, PAUL KaJIOY, &C. 

" \ ' ■ ' byW ^ ^ 

Tbfl CfUaa.dA of Cha '* Ex.Cftlmlfir.''* VVLeL a trun^Jsptcce by ], ftE!H.NA!LD PA ItTIt 1 CrC^H. 



TtaVfle PaFtOetn j cr, Tb« Ili;^ l<jtnke »q HeaTT tree HiLl. Wiili ^ Li^QStTBtiQfls by J. GULiCH. 

I'oijL trvu, illusitrmcd bp^irds, f3f. Er:<:bk, 

C&bi-lAl Conpor^ j Th4 Luck of KDartni Gajup, &c« 

An If «!£«■■ af Aod Do^, ^c | CAUl4i«ilaK AbovLv^ 

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, as. each ;~ cloth, u. 6«r. each. 
Filp; I Maruja. | A PhylUa of the BItfgfci. 

haweis (Mrs. H. R.), Books by. 

Thtt Art of Beauty. With Coloured Frontispiece and 91 Illustrations. Square 8vo, doth bds.. ts. 

The Art of Deoovatlon. With Coloured Frontispiece anl 74 lUustrationa. Sq. 8to, cloth bds., 6/. 

The Art of Dress. With 32 Illustrations. Post 8vo, ts. ; cloth, u. 6d, 

Chaucer for Schools* Deray 8vo, cloth limp, 7s. 6d. 

Chaucer for Children. With 38 lUustrations (8 ColouredK Crown 4to. cloth extra, y. td, 

Haweis (Rev. H. R., M.A.), Books by. 

American Humorists: Wa<^hington Irving, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Tames Russell 
Lowell. Artbmus Ward, Mark Twain, and Bret Hartb. Third Edition. Crown Svo, 
doth extra, 6x. 

Travel and Talk, 18S5-98-Q8 1 My Hundred Thousand Miles of Travel througrh America— Canada 
—New Zealand— Tasmania— Australia— Ceylon -The Paradises of the Pacific. With Photogravure 
Frontispieces. A New Edition. Two Vols., crown Svo, doth, laj. 

Hawthorne (Julian), Novels by. 

Crown Svo, cloth extra, y. 6ti. each ; post Svo, illustrated boards, as. each. 
Garth. I Bllloa Quentin. I Beatrix Randolph. With Four llhist^. 

Sebastian Btrome. I David Poindexter's DlsappeavaneCt 

Fortune's Fool. | Dust. Fo ur Illusts. | The Sp ectre of the Camera. 

Post Svo, illustrated boards, as. each. 
Miss Cadotfna . I liove— or a Name. 

Hawtiiome (Nathaniel).— Our Old Home. ADnotated with Pas- 

sages from the Author's Note-books, and Illustrated with 31 Phot<^avures. Two Vols., cr. Sv o, 15J. 

Heath (Francis George).— My Garden Wild, and What I Grew 

There. Crown Svo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 6s. 

Helps (Sir Arthur)* Works by. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 25. 6d. each. 

Animals and their Masters^ j Social P ressure. 

■ Ivan de Blron t A NoveL Crown Svo, cloth extra. 3f. 6d. ; post Svo. illustrated boards, as. 

Henderson (Isaac). — Agatha Page: A Novel. Cr. 8vo. cl., 35. 6i. 
Henty (G. A.), Novels by. 

Bujub the Juggler. With Eight lUustrations by STANLEY L. WOOD. Crown Srob doth, y. 6At 
post Svo, illustrated boaids, as, 

Crown Svo, doth, 3s. 6d. each. 
Dorothy's Ponbl#. | The Qu— n's Cup. 

Herman (Henry).— A Leading Lady. Post Svo. bds., 25. ; cL, 25 6d. 
HerHck's (Robert) Hesperides, Noble Numbers, and Complete 

Collected Poems. With Memorial-Introduction and Notes by the Rev. A. B. GroSART, D.D. 
Steel Portrait, &c. Three Vols., crown Svo, cloth boards, y. 6d. each. 
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Hertzka (Dr. Theodor).^Freeland: A Social Anticipation. Trans- 

lated by ARTHUR RANSOM. Crown 8vo. cloth •x'tra. 6t. __^ 

Hesse- Wartegg (Chevalier Eriist von).— Tunis: The Land and 

the People. With aa Ulustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, y. 6<f. 

Hill (Headon).— Zambra the Detective. Crown 8vo, cloth, y,,6d. ; 

post 8vo. picture tnaaTds, 9S. t cloth, ax. 6rf, 

Hill (John), Works by. 

TviMon-W^imaw* Post 8vo, boerds. ej. t Tli» Common Jlnc—tof. Cr. 8ro. cloth, y. grfl 

Hoey (Mrs. Cashel),— The Lover's Creed. Post 8vo. boards, 25. 
Holiday, Where to go for a. By E. P. Sholl, Sir H. Maxwell, 

Bart., M.P., JOHN Watson, Janh Barlow, Mary Lovbtt Cameron. Justin H, McCarthy, 
Paul I^angb. J. w. Graham, J. H. Salter. ph(ebb allbn, S. J. bbckbtt. l. Rivers vink, 
and C. P. GORDON CUMMING. Crown Bvo, xs. ; cloth, ix. 6rf. 

Holiingshead (John) .—Niagara Spray* Crown 8vo, 15. 

Holmes (Gordon, M.D.)— The Science of Voice Production and 

Yolco Py —rvatton. Crown 8vo, xs. ; cloth, xs. 6d. 

Holmes (Oliver Wendell), Works by. 

Tho Autocrat off tho Broaktest^Tablo. Illustrated by J. Gordon Thomson. Post 8vo, cloth 

limp, 9X. 6<i!.— Another Edition, post 8vo. doth. 3X. 
Tho Autoerat off tho Broakteat-Table and Th« Protosaov at tho BreakCast-Tablo. 

In One VoL Post 8yo. half-bound, ax. 

Hood's (Thomas) Choice Works in Prose and Verse. With Life of 

the Author. Portrait, and wo Illustrations. Crown 8vo. cloth, y. 6d. 

Hood'a Whlm» iM»4 Od<litlO% With 85 lUustrations. Post 8vo. half^bounfl. ax. 

Hood (Tom).— From Nowhere to the North Pole: A Noah's 

Arlueolo^cal Narrative. With aj inustrations by W. Brunton and E. C. Barnes. Cr. 8vo, cloth. 6x. 

Hook's (Theodore) Choice Humorous Worlcs ; including his Ludi- 
crous Adventures. Bons Mots, Puns, and Hoaxes. With Life of the Author. Portraiits, Fac^miles; and 
Illustrations. Crown Bvo, cloth extra, 7f.6tl» ■ ^_ 

Hooper (Mrs. Oeo.).— The House of Raby. Post 8yo, boards,. 25. 
Hopkins (Tighe).— "Twixt Love and Duty.' Post Svo, .boards, as. 
Horhe (R. Hengist). — Orion: An Epic Poem. With Photograph 

Portrait by Su m h ers. Tenth Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, js, . 

Hungerford (Mrs., Author of ' Molly Bawn '), Novels by. 

Pou 8vo, iUiutrated boards, ax. each : cloth limp, ax. 6d. each. 
K Matdon AU Forlorn. i A Modorn Circe. I An Unsatlsfaotonr Lov^v. 
Marvel. 1 A Mental Struggle. Lady Patty. 

In Dnranee VUe. I Z— I 

Crown 8vo. cloth extra, v. 64. each ; post Bvo. illustrated boprds, ax. each ; cloth limp, ex, 6<f. each. 
I<ady Yemer*e Flight* | The Red«H6uee Mye tery. | The l^hree Graces. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra. 3x. 6d. each. 
The ProfeMer*S axperlment. With Frontispiece by E. J. WHBELBR. 
Nora Creina. I April's Lady. i P«ter*e Wite. 
An Anxious Moment. I A Point off Consc ience. | 
IiOTice. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

Hunt's (Leigh) Essays: A Tale for a Chimney Corner, ^. Edited 

by Edmund Ollier. Post 8vo. half-bound, ax. 

Hunt (Mrs. Alfred), Novels by. 

Crown 8vo, doth extra, y. 6d. each ; post 8vo. Illustrated boards, tx. each. 
The Leaden Casket. \ Self-Condemned. | That Other Person. 

Thornlcr of t'sModel. Post 8vo, boards, ax. | Mrs. Juliet . Crown 8vo. cloth extra. 3x.-6rf. 

Hutchison (W. M.).— Hints on Colt-breaking. With 25 Illustra* 

tions. Crown 8vo, doth extra, 3X. 6rfl ^ 

Hydrophobia : An Account of M. Pasteur's System ; The Technique of 

Uls Method, and Statistics. By RENAUD SUZOR, M.B. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, 6x. - - 

Hyne (C J. Cutcliffe).-- Honour of Thieves. Cr. 8vo. cloth, y. 6i. 
Idler (The) • An Illustrated Monthly Magazine. Edited by }. K Jeromb, ' 

J',°^ ?^® ^.^i ***=** ' ^?' ^ ■"<* following Numbers, xx. each. The first EiGiIT VOLS., doth, o. eech i 
Vol IX. and after, jx. 6d. each.— Cases for Binding, u, M, each, ■ 
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Impressions (The) of Aureole* Cheaper Edition, ivith a New Pre- 
face. Post 8vo^ blush'rose paper and doth. as. 64. 

Indoor Paupers* By One of Them. Crown 8vo, clot h, 15. 6i. 

Ingelow (Jean). — Fated to be Free. Post 8vo, illust ra ted bda., ai. 
Innkeeper's Handbook (The) and Licensed Victualler'ii Manual* 

By J. Trevor-DaVIBS. Crown 8v6, x*. \ cloth, w. 6* 

Irish Wit and Humour, Songs of* Collected and Edited by A. 

Perceval Craves. Post 8vo. cloth limp. as.fxL y, 

Irving (Sir Henry) : A Record of over Twenty Years at the Lyceum. 

By PERCY FITZCBRAUX With Portrait ' Crown 8vo. it. ; doth. xs. 60. 

James (C. T. C.)* — A Romance of the Queen's Hounds* Post 

8vo. doth lunp, IX. &J1 ., , i 

Jameson (William).— My Dead ^elf* Post 8vo, bds., 25. ; cl,,25. 6<f. 
Ja pp (Aiex. H., LL. P.). —Dramatic Pictures, &c. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 55. 
Jay (Harriett), Novels by* Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s, each. 

The Da^k tollccn. I Th^ Qa««B of Coanau^t. 

Jefferies (Richard), Works by. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 25. 6d. each. 

Matara nmt Itondon. | Th^ late of th^ Ftalds. | Th« Op^a JUcb 

V Also the HAND-MADB PAPER EDITION, crown 8vo. buckram, gilt top. 6s. each. 

Thtt Enlotfy of Rlohard Jaffttriti. By Sir Walter Besant. With a Photograph Portrait. 

Crown Svo. doth extra. 6r. 



Jennings (Henry J.), Works by* 

CiuriosUlas of Ciiufliam. Post 8vo. doth hmp. cr. 64. 

I«Olt| Tannyson i A Biographical Sketch. With Portrait. Post Svo, ts. ; cloth, rs. 6d. 



Jerome (Jerome K.)» Books by. 

Statfeland. With 64 Illustrations by J. Bernard Partridge. Fcap. 4to, picture cover, rx. 
John Intferflold. &c. With 9 Illusts. by A. S. Boyd and John Gulich. Fcap. Svo, pic cov. ts. 64. 
Tlia Pruda's Protfvaas i A Comedy by J. K. Jerome and Eden Phillpotts. Cr. fvo, xs. 64. 

Jerroid (Douglas).— The Barfier's Chair; and The Hedgehog 

IiOttera. Post 8vo, printed on laid paper and halAbound. as. 

Jerrold (Tom), Works by* Post Svo, 15. ea. : cloth limp, i;. 6d, each. 

The Gardan that Paid tha Rant. 

Housahold HorMcaltura x A Gossip about Flowers. Illustrated. 

Jesse (Edward)*— Scenes and Occupations of a Country Life^ 

Post 8vo, doth Bmp, cr. 



Jones (William, F.S.A.), Worlcs by. Cr. 8vo, cl. extra, ys. 6d. each. 

Plntfav-Rinf I«opa l Historical, Legendary, and Anecdotal. WiUi neaidy 300 IBuslratiom. Second 
, Edition. Revised and Enlarged. 

Cradalitlaa, Past and Pratant. Xndudine the Sea and Seamen, Miners, Talismans. \Vor4 and 
Letter Divination, Exorcising and Blessing <H Animals. Birds, Eggs, Luck, &c Whh Frontispiece. 
Crowns and Coronations i A History of Regalia. With roo filustrattbns. 



Jonson's (Ben) Worlcs* With Notes Critical and Explanatory, and 

hical Memoir by WiLLi/" ""'■ * ' ' ' " - *"* " " 

I, cloth extra, 3s. 64. each. 



a Biographical Memoir by WiLLiAU GIFFORO. Edited by Colond CUNNINGHAM. • Three Vob, 

8vb,clr' '-• — •- 



Josephus, The Complete Worlcs of. Translated by Whiston. Con- 

tainW'The Antiquities of the Tews* ani "" ' " *" ' 

Two vols., demy Svo, half-bound, lar. 64. 



tain^ 'The Antiquities of^ the Tews' and 'The Wars of the Jews.' With 5a Illustrations and Haps. 



Kempt (Robert).— Pencil and Palette : Chapters on Art and Artists. 

Post Svo, ch^ limp, ar. 64, 

Kershaw (Mark). — Colonial Facts and Fictions: Humorous 

Slietchei. Post Svo, illustrated boards, ar. ; doth, as. 64. 



Kine (R. Ashe), Novels by. 

A Drawn Oama. Crown Svo, cloth, y. 64. ; 



post 8x0, boards, as. 



Pust Svo, illustrated boards, as. each. 

.VhaWaarinf Of tha Green.* | Passion's Slava. | BaU larrF. 
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Knight (William, M.R.C.S., and Edward, L.R.C.P.). — The 

Patient's Yade Meeum x How to Get Most Benefit from Medical Advice. Cr. 8vo, z#. ; cL,is.6d, 

Knights (The) of the Lion : A Romance of the Thirteenth Century. 

Edited* with aa latroduction. by the MARQUESS OP LORNE. K.T. Crown 8vo, doth extra. 6s. 

Lamb's (Charles) Complete Works in Prose and Verse, including 

'Poetry for Children 'and 'Prince Dorus.' Edited, with Notes and Introduction, by R. U. SHEP. 

HERO. With Two Portraits and Facsimile of tlie ' Essay on Roast Piz.' Crown 8vo, doth, y. UL 
Vhe Eways off Elia. Post Br6, printed on laid paper and half-bound, ax. 
Xitttle Essays i Sketches and Characters by CHARLES LAMB, selected from his Letters bgr PBKCY 

FITZGERALD. Post 8vo, cloth limp, ax. 6<i. 
The Dramatio Essays of Chskrles X^amb. With Introduction and Notes by Brander Mat* 
THEWS, and Steel-plate Portrait. Fcap. 8vo, hiUf-bound. ax. 6d. 

Landor (Walter Savage) .—Citation and Examination of William 

«. , -_ . ^,,^^ . ._._.!__T^ ... L ,« L__ __.j^ To which 

, touchlnf^ the 



Shakspeare, Ac, before Sir Thomas Lucy, touching Deer-stealine, 19th September, 1582. To which 
is added, A Confevenoe of Master Edmund Spenser wuh the Earl of Essex, to" "' 



State of Ireland. 1595. Fcap. 8yo, halT-Roxburghe, ax. (>d. 



Lane (Edward William}.— The Thousand and One Nights, com- 
monly called in England The Arahian Mights* Entertainments. Translated ^om the AraUc, 
with Notes. Illustrated with many hundred Engravings from Designs by HARVEY. Edited by EDWARD 
STANLEY POOLE. With Preface by STANLEY LanB-Poolb. Three Vols., demy Sro. doth, j*. td. es. 

Larwood (Jacob), Works by. 

Anecdotes of the Clergy. Post 8vo. Uid pa per, half-bonn d. at. 

Pott 8vo, cloth limp, sx. 6d. each. 
Forensic Aneodotes. t Theatrical Anecdotes. 



Lehmann (R. C), Works by. Post 8vo, 15. each; cloth, is. 6d, each. 

Harry Fludyer at Cambridge. 

Conversational Hints for Young Shooters t A Guide to Polite Talk. 



Leigh (Henry S.). —Carols of Cockayne. Printed on hand-made 

paper, lyound in buckram. $t, . 

Leland (C. Godfrey). —A Manual of Mending and Repairing. 

With Diagrams. Crown 8vo, cbth. sx. 

Lepelletier (Edmond). — Madame Sans-Qene. Translated from 

the French by JOHN DB ViLLiERS. Crown 8vo. cloth, y. 6d. ; post 8vo. picture boards, as. 

Leys (John).— The Lindsays; A Romance. Post 8vo, illust.bds.,2^. 
Lindsay (Harry).— Rhoda Roberts : A Welsh Mining Story. Crown 

8vo, doth, y.6d. 

Linton (E. Lynn), Works by. 

Crown 8vo, doth extra, 3x. 6rf. each ; post 8to, Illustrated boards, ax. each. 
Patricia KembaU. I lone. l Under which Lord 7 With xa IHustrations. 

The Atonement of I<eam Dundas. I • My Love t * | Bowing the Wind. 
The World Well IiOst. With 12 Illusts. I Paston Carev. Millionaire and Miser. 
The One Too Many. 

Post 8yo, illustrated boards, ax. each. 

Th« Rebel of th« Family. t With a SUken Thread. 

Post 8vo, doth limp, ox. 6d. each. 
Witch Stories. | Ourselves t Essays on Woomb. 

Freeshootlng t Extracts from t he Works of Mrs. Lynn Lint on. 

Dolde Everton. Crown Sro, doth extra, 3X. &/. 

Lucy (Henry W.).— Gideon Fleyce: A Novel. Crown 8vo, cloth 

extra, gx. 6rf. ; post 8yo, illustrated boards, ax. 



Macalplne (Avery), Novels by. 

Teresa Itasca. Crown 8iro, cloth extra, zx. 

Broken Wings. With Six Illustrations by W. J. HennBSSY. Crown 8yo, doth extra. 6s. 

MacColl (Hugh), Novels by. 

Mr. Stranger's Sealed Packet. pQsti 



nger's Sealed Packet. pQstSvo. illu^rated boards, ax. 

^hitr — •- ^ — "- -•-• ^ 



Bdnor Whitlock. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s. 



Macdonell (Agnes).— Quaker Cousins. Post 8vo, boards, 2s. 
MacQregor (Robert).— Pastimes and Players: Notes on Popular 

Games. Post 8vo, cloth limp, ax. 6d. 

Mackay (Charles, LL.D.). — Interludes and Undertones; orl 

Mubic at Twilight. Crown 8vo, cloth extrjw 6i, 
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McCarthy (Justin, M,P.), Works by. 

JL History oi Oav Ow^n Timtts* from the Accession of Queen Victoria to the General Election of 
j88o. Library edition. Four Vols., demy 8vo, doth extra, xax. eaclu->-Also a POPULAR. 
Edition, in Four Vols., crown 8to, cloth extra, 6s. each.— And the JUBILEB EDITION, with an 
Appendix of Events to the end of x886. in Two Vols., lam crown 8vo, doth extra, js. 6d. each. 

A History of Our Own Times* from x88o to the Diamond Jubiles. Demy 8to. doth extra, 
Z2X. Library Edition, unifonn with the orevious Four Volumes. 

K Short History of Oar Own Times. One VoL, crown itvo. doth sztxa. 6r.— Also a CHBAr 
Popular Edition, post 8vo, doth limp, or. 6d, 

K History of tbo Four Osor <ss« Four Vols., demy 8yo, cL ex., zar. each. [Vols. I. & II. rta43f» 
Crown 8vo» doth extra, v ^ **ch ; post 8ro, illustrated boards, ar. each ; doth limp. zs. 6d. each. 



The Waterdals Meitfhboiirs* 

My Bnemy^ Daa<htsr« 

A Fair Saxon. 

Llnley Roohford. 

Dear Lady Disdain. 

Miss Misanthrope. With xa Il lustrations. 



Donna Quixote. With za Illustrations. 

The Comet of a Season. 

Maid of Athens. With xa lUustrationa 

Camiola t A Girl with a Fortune. 

The Dictator. 

RedDiamondflt 



The Riddle Ring. Crown 8vo, cloth, y. 6d. 

The Three Disgraces* and oth er Stories. Crown 8vo, doth, ar. 6tL {Oct. 91. 

• The Rijtht Honoorable.* By Justin McCarthy, M.P.. and Mrs. Campbell prabd. Crows 

Svo. Cloth extra. 6j. 

McCarthy (Justin Huntly), Works by. 

The French Revolation. (Constituent Assembly, 178^1). Four Vols., demy tro, doth. tas. each. 

An Outline of the History of Ireland. Crown 8vo, is. ; cloth, u. 6d. 

Ireland Since the Union « Sk etches of Irish Histefy, X798-1 886. Crown Svo, doth, 6#b 

Hafiz In liondon i Poems. Smal l 8vo, gold doth, y . 6rf. ■ 

Our Sensation Novel. Crown Svo, picture cover, xs. ; doth Ump, ix. 6A 

Doom t An Atlantic Episode. Crown 8vo, picture cover, xs. 

DoUy : A Sketch. Crown Svo, picture cover, xj; ; doth limp, xx. 6d. 

Xilly Xass t A Romance. Crown Svo, picture cover, xx. ; cloth limp, xx. 6d. 

The Thousand and One Days, with Two Photogravures. Two Vols., crown Svo, half-bd., ua 

A London I<etfend. Crown 8vo, cloth, sx. 6d. 

The Royal Christopher. Crown Svo, doth, gx. 6d. 

MacDonald (Qeorge» LL.D.), Books by. 

Works of Fancy and Imagination. Ten Vols., x6mo, doth, gilt edges, in doth case, axx. ; or 

the Volumes may be had separately, in Grolier doth, at ax. 6d. each. 
VoL 1. Within and Without.— The Hidden Life. 

„ II. The Disciple.— The Gospel Women.- book of Sonnets.— Organ Songs. 
„ IIL Violin Songs.— Songs of the Days and Nights.— a book of drbams.-Roadsidb 

Poems.— Poems for Children. 
„ IV. Parables.— Ballads.— Scotch songs. 

„ V. ft VI. Phantastes : A Faerie Romance. f VoL VII. THE PORTENT. 

„ VIII. THE Light Princess.— The Giant's Heart.— Shadows. 
„ IX. Cross purposes.— the golden key.— the Carasoyn.— little Daylight. 
„ X. The cruel Painter.— the Wow o' Rivven.— The Castle.— The broken swords 
—the gray Wolf. — Uncle Cornelius. 

Poetical Works of George MacDonald. Collected and Arranged by the Author. Two Vols., 

crown Svo, buckram, X2X. 
A Threefold Cord. Edited by George MacDonald. Pos t Svo, cloth, sx. * 

Phantastes X A Faerte Romance. With 25 Illustrations by J. Bell. Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3^. 6dL 
Heather and Bnow^ 1 A NoveL Crown 8vo, doth extra, y. 6d. ; post Svo. illustrated boards, ax. . 
liilith : A Romance. SECOND EDITION. Crown Svo, doth extra. 6j. 

Maclise Portrait Gallery (The) of Illustrious Literary Charac- 
ters « 85 Portraits by Daniel Maclise ; with Memoirs— Biographical, Critical, Bibliograpmcal 
and Anecdotal— illustrative of the Literature of the former half of the Present Century, by William 
Bates, B.A. Crown Svo, doth extra, yx. erf. 

Macquold (Mrs.), Works by. Square Svo, cloth extra, ds. each. 

In the Ardennes. With 50 Illustrations by Thomas R. Macquoid. 

Plotures and Legends from Normandy and Brittany. 34 Illusts. by T. R. Macquoid. 

Throu^ Normandy. With 93 Illustrations by T. R. Macquoid, and a Map. 

Through Brittany. With 35 Illustrations by T. R. Macquoid. and a Map. 

Ahout xorkshlre. With 67 Ill ustrations by T. R. MACQyo iD. 

Post Svo, illustrated boards, sx. each. 
The Bvil Bye, and other Stories. | Iiost Rose, and other btonea 



Magician's Own Book, The: Performances with Eggs, Hals, &c. 

Edited by W. H. CREMBR. With 200 lUustrations. Crown Svo, cloth extra. As.6d. . 



Magic Lantern, The, and its Management : Including full Practical 

Directions. By T. C Hepworth. With lo Illustrations. Crown Svo, ix. ; cloth, ix. 6d, 

Magna Chart4 : An Exact Facsimile of the Original in the British 

Museum, 3 feet by a feet, with Arms and Seals emblaaoned in Gold and Colours, sx. 

Mallory (Sir Thomas). — Mort d' Arthur: The Stories of King 

Arthur and of the Knights of the Romjt} T?ble. (^ S?l?9tien.) Editpd Ijy ^. MqNTGQMERIB Rxjf 
If IMG. Post 8vc, clgtl^ Jinip, %r. _ ' • ^^^ 
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Mallock (W. H.), Works by. 

Th« N«v R«pablle. Port Sro, picture cover, at. t dedi Hnp. at. 6A 

Tli« M«V Paul * YirfinU: Posithrism on an Island. PostSvo. cloth. v,6d. 

A RomanM of tli« Min«t— nth Century. Crown 8to, cloth 6s. i post 8vo, must boaids. »$, 

Po*mt« Small 4to, parchment. 8s. 

Is Life Worth Llfvlntf 7 Crown 9to, cloth ext ra, dt. ^ _ 

Marks (H. S., R.A.), Pen and Pencil Sketches by. With Four 

PbotogravuTM and za6 Illustratlo M. Two V ols, demy 8to, doth, 32s . 

Marlowe's Works. Including his Translations. Edited, with Notes 

and Introductions , b y Co l onel CU NNI NGHAM. Crown 8to, clot h extra, y. frfc 

Marryat (Florence), Novels by. Post 8vo, illust. boards, 25. each. 

A Harvoot of WUd Oats. I ^^tlntf the Air. 

Opon I gosanae I | Wrttf n In Firs. 



Masslnger's Plays. From the Text of William Gifford, Edited 

by Col Cunningham. Crown 8to. cloth extra^.y. &<, 

Masterman (J.).— Half-a-Dozen Daughters. Post 8vo . boards. 25. 
Matthews (Brander).— A Secret ol the Sea, &c. Post 8vo, illus- 

trated boards, ar. } cloth limp, ar. 6dL t 

Meade (L. TO » Novels by. 

A SoMMr of Fortims* Crow n 8to. doth, y. €d. t poat tro , fliaitnted boards, at. 

Crown 8to, doth. y. 6d each. 
In an Iron Orlp. I Ths Yotoa of the Charmor. WIdi t Ilhistratlona. 

Dr. Ramsay's Patiant. By L. T. Meadb and Clifford Halifax, M.D. 

Merrick (Leonard), Stories by. 

Tha Man who vaa Good. P ost 8vo, picture boards, at. 

Crown 8vo. doth, y. 6d. each. 
This Bta<a of Pools. | Cynthia t A Paufhter of the PhMstlnw. 

Mexican Mustang (On a), through Texas to the Rio Grande. By 

A. E. SWEBT and J. ARMOY KNOX. With a6s lUustratlons. Crown 8vo, doth extrti, jt. 6d. 

Middlemass (Jean), Novels by. Post 8vo, illust. boards, 25. each. 

Tonch and Oo. | lir. Dorllllom 

Miller (Mrs. P. Fenwick).— Physiology for the Young; or, The 

House ot Ufa. With numerous Illustrationa. Post 8vo. doth Ump. at. 6<<. 

Milton (J. L.), Works by. Post 8vo, is. each ; cloth, ts. 6i. each. 

The Hyihono of tho Skin. With Directions for Diet, Soaps. JUths, Whies, &c 

Tho Bath In DIssasss of tho Bkln. 

.Tho Laws ol lilfo. and tholr Halation to Dlseasas of tho Bkln. 

Ml nto (Win .). ~Was She Qood or Bad? Cr. Svo, 15.; cloth, is. 6d. 
Mitford (Bertram), Novels by. Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each. 

Tha Oon-Runnor i A Romance of Zululand. With a Frontispiece by STANLEY L. Wooo. 
Tho Lnek of Gerard RIdtfelay. With a Frontispiece by Stanley L. Wooo. 
Tho King's Assogal. With Six fuU-paee Illustrations by STANLEY L. Wood. 
K Ranshaw Pannlnfs Quest. With a Frontispiece by Stanley L. Wood. 

Molesworth (Mrs.), Novels by. 

Hatheroonrt Rootory. Post 8vo, Olustrated boards, ar. 
That Olrl In Black. Crown 8vo. cloth, u. 6d. 

Moncrieff (W. D. Scott-).— The Abdication: An Historical Drama. 

With Seren Etchings Iqr JOHN PBTTiB. W. Q. Orchardson. J. Macwhirtbr. Coun Hunter, 
R. MACBETH and TOM Graham. Imperial 4to. buckram, au. 

Moore (Thomas). Works by. 

Tho Bplenroan t and JUolphron. Post 8to. half-bound, v. 

Proaa and Versa t faidudmg Suppressed Passages from the Mbmoirs OP LORD BYRON. Edited 
by R. H. SHEPHERD. Wgh Portrait. Crown 8vo. doth extra, 7X. 6rf. 

Muddock (J. E.) Stories by. 

^ .^^ _, ^ «. ^. Crown 8vo, doth extra, y.&i: each. 

Hald Harlaji and Robin Hood. With xa Illustrations by STANLEY WOOD. 

Basils the Jester, With Frontispiece by STANLEY Wooo. 

Toong Loohinvar. • — 

_. Post Svo, illustrated boards, as. each. 

Tho Dead Man*s Beeret. | F rom the Bosom of tho Daeg. 

Btortes Weird and Wonderful. Post Sro. iUustrated boards, ?r. ; cloth. «. «* 
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Murray (D. Christie), Novels by. 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, y. 6d. each ; post 8vo, Qlurtrated boards, v. each. 



A lAWm Atonement. 

Joseph's Coat. X3 Illusts. 

Coals off Five, j Ulusts. 

Va4 Strange. 

Hearts. 

The Way of the World. 



A Model Father. 
Old Blaier*s Hero. 
Cynlo Fortune. Frontisp. 
By the Gate of the Sea. 
A Bit off Human Nature. 
First Person Singular. 



Boh Martin's Uttle OlrL 
Time's Revenges. 
A Wasted Crime. 
In Direst Peril. 
Mount Despair. 



The Making of a Novelist : An Experiment in Autobiognraphy. With Portrait. Cr. Svo. linen, fif. 

My Contemporaries in Fict ion. Crown 8to. buckraftn, y . td, 

A Capful o' Nails. Crown 8vo> cloth, y. 6d. 

This Xlttle World. CroWn Svo. cloth, gilt top, 6t, 

Tales and Poeftns. C^own Svo. doth, y. 6d. lPre^ari$tf^, 

Murray (D. Cliristie) and Henry Herman, Novels by. 

Crown Svo, cloth extra, jr. ^.each; post Svo. illustrated boards. 3J. each. 
One Traveller Returns. r I The BishopsVBlble. 
Paul Jones's AUas, &c. Wit^ jnustrgapns by A. FORBSTigR and G. NiCOLET. 

Murray (Henry), Nbveiii'by. ^ 

Post Svo, illustrated boards, ax. each : doth, ax. 6d, each. 
A Oalne of BlaXt, I A Song of Si xpence. 

Newboit (Henry) . — Talcen from tlie Enemy. Fcp. Svo, cloth, 15. 6i. 
NIsbet (Hume), Boolcs by. 

* Bali Up.' Crown Svo. cloth extra, 3X; 6d. : post 8to, Illustrated boards, ax. 

Dr. Bernard St. Vincent. Post Svo, illustrated boards, ax. 

I«essone in Art. With ai Illustrations. Crown Svo, cloth"extra. ax. 6ifc'- 

Norrls (W. E.), Novels by. 

Baint Ann's. Crown Svo, cloth, jx. bd. ;_post 8to, picture boards, ax. 

Billy Bellew. With a Front isp iece by F. H. TowrNSENP. Crown Sro, doth, y. 6rf. 

O'Hanion (Alice), Novels by. Post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s. each. 

The Unforeseen. | Chance 7 or Fate ? 

Ohnet (Qeorges), Novels by. Post Svo, illustrated boards, 25. each. 

Doctor Rameau. | A Last L ove. . 

A Weird Gift. Crown Svo, doth, y . 6rf. ; post Svo, picture boards , jtx. 

Oliphant (Mrs.), Novels by. Post Svo, illustrated boards. 25. each. 

The Primrose Path. | Whiteladiei. 

The Greatest Heiress in England. 



The Borceress^ Crown Svo. clothj y. 6d, 



O'Reilly (Mrs.). —Phoe be's Fortu nes. Post Svo, illust. boards. 25. 
O'Shaughnessy (Arthur), Poems by: 

^ Fcap. Svo, doth extra, 7x. 6tt. each. 

liasle and Moonlight. | Bongs of a Worker. 

Lays of Fran ce. C rown Svo. cloth extra. lox. M. 

Ouida, Novels by. Cr. Svo, el., 35. 6<2. ea.; post Svo. illust. bds., 25. ea. 

Hald In Bondagt, , FolTe-Faplne, Mttths, I Pipletfallo. 

Tr!cotr[n- I A Dog ot Fiftnders* In Marsroi^ 

° - ' ~ ' . -.. - BJmtol, I 



Cecil CaatlATne.lnft''s Gage 
UnfJcr Tura Fiag«, 
Puck, 1 Idalia. 



In Marsrom&i j Wandai 
Blmtol, I B^Tlln. 



PrfncesB Hapravlne. 
Two Offtindari. 



TiATo Wooden ShoAs* 
In m Winter City. 
Ari^iclne. \ Frii:ndahlj^i 
A ViLJEigfl C o mmuna. 

SLmbl. Willi isiSnft TltiiFtfailtiri^ Ijy liDMUUti W, GAKRiii-r. 
A Dog or F lander St li-il. \Vilh atn lUustrBtiQcra ^y kdmunu W, GAuhbtt, 
Bahta. Carbara, &.c, Squfire S vg,_clpth ,jSj. j cxovrn &tcj. cloth . ^. 6-^.; \i<A\ SB's, OlEtsmted tcardsp ^t, 
F4.i]>ULAa IEDITIONSw MeJJiLLiti BVOh ^d. c^cUi cEaLh, if, ed<:lu 

Undftr Two FJaga, ( Jfnths. 

WJadom^ Wit, ^rid FArthofl> ^]L<^EtQd Uom the Wujlt'i nf OUIOA by F. SvnSEiY MOB RIS. pott 
Bvo. cloth cjitrj^ ^. ^Cn \:.\ M LucTJON. LlLyi'itr.-ifeJ boiiJ&, if. 



Page (H, A.)*--^TIioreau ; His Life aod Aims, With PortraiT Post 
Panduranj^ Had; or,~ Memoirs of a Hindoo, With Preface by Sir 

Bartle FiiJ:^liE. Cfoivn Bvo. clolh, g j. Srf. ; post 8vo, illustrated b>?ard5, sj. 

Parker (Revi Joseph, D.D.)*— Ml^t Have~~Beeii : some Life 

Notes. CrowA 8yo, cloth. 6s. 

Pascal's Provincial Letters. A New Translation, with Historical 

Introduction and Notes by T. M'Crie. P.P. Post Svo. cloth limp, ax. 

Paul (Margaret A.)«— Gentle and Simjple. Crown Svo, clotb, witb 

Fraittspjcce by nEi,pN Patpbson, ar. ^' ; post svp. jiiusiratca boards, ?j. 
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Payn (James) « Novels by. 

Cmwn Bvr^. c*nt(i extn, 3J. id. etch 
Lo*t Sir MiLBMnibard. 
'Wftjt«r'fl WditeI. I A Ci^unty FH,mU]ri 
L>es« DlicH ihMja. W«>a P^LnCad^ 
Hy Ptot^y. I For Cittii ObJXi 

Undflr On* Koaf. 

A C(>nfld«iitL»] Atf^nt, With n niaftt. 

A GfKp4 (rom a Tbarn. Wi th u J Umti^ 



Hiimoroai Stopl«t> I Fram Bxl 
Tha FQitbr Bro(htiP«< 

"^ ^t& ail 



PfHt i-*a Lduittittd oQinli^H u"^ tiairh. 



HaM dKy Ta«k*. 

f ho Canon B Wlir4. '^Vlth fnrtttl*. 

The TiiEh of the TovH.. Wiih ij lUUftL 

Tii« Myat«ry of iiqirbHilf«» 

Tha Word a-nd tha YfiU. 

rh« Burnt ISLKJoii. 

Bqnriy_Htorl««. ) A Trrlni Pa,tl«dt« 



Tlia CLyftardv of ClylTa* 

Found D&ad* J CiwandialJna^ft IfKrTakli 

Mirk Abbny. | A. Mulni, HaaLdanQh 

ttoma Prlvmia Vla^a. 

Not Wooad« But Won. 

Two Hufldrad Pounda RaA'ard. 

Tha B«at at Uuabanda. 

Hnlvaa, E What Ha Goit R«#i 

Fallen Portunat. [ Kit: A MmraoTf, 

A PrLnoa oT tha BLood. 



Maifrled Banaath Hlnii 

Vantlnok'i Tuior, 

A P«7raot Ttaastm. 

Mka Fathar. Llliv Son* 

A Woman '■ Ven^eancv, 

CiLriyDn'a Yaar* 1 Cecjr* Tt^it* 

Vurp:tiy'a MasLap, j At JHer H«rc|r,. 

In Pftrl] and PrJ ration, l^'itt: j? niuftradiicrC Crciwii fiifOr cloCh. |r. 6(/, 

HoiBB tram th e ' W aw a.' L Tfjwn «vo, poir tfaiL covftr, iJ . E cloth. | f. &if._ 

Pay ne (WiJI).— Jer ry the~Drea mer- Crown Svo, cioih, ^j, ^__^ 
Pennell (H* Ctiolmotideley), Works by- Post ^vo, cJotb. 2j. S^. ea, 

Pticli an P«taaua, Wiih ]i!.i-.ir4ir.n5. 

Pa^anut Aa-BaddEfld. Uith Te^ Iu1]-fi»^ tUutJ ration £ by C;. DtT hfi^UhECH. 

The IS n ae ■_»' Way JTal r 1 \'rr * da Soci ulii. Se lected by J r . C. PejJ ft E L L, 

Phelps (H» Stuart), Works by. Post 8vOh iV. ea. ; cloth, j^. 6<i. ea* 

Bayond tb« Cataa. I An OEd Mald'fl PatadLba. j BarKLan lb Fajradlk^ 

J HO K t ba F E ■ h arm an* J fl u-^t n icd W c." w/it ee Dh "^Crown gvo, tii^t h. 1 r. Gd. 

Ptiil May^s Sketch -Book. CootainJag 54 Humorous Cartoons. A 

___N'cw l-tliu&n* Crown fallo, cEalEi, jj^ dJ. 



PhrpsDti {Dr. T. L.).— Famous VlorinlMA and Fine VIoIIha: 

Pi rkjs^(C. Li ). — Lady Love lace. Post 6vo, illustrated boards, ai. 
P]anche {J, R,), Works" by. 

ThA PnriulTanC of Arm*. WitU Six nttev ■.nd m THu-itraiEniiiA. Crown frt}. ttistb, ff. tiiC 

Son it! an d Po am e. aSi ^^iEijg. With TFiir^wluctLnn hv ftt rg^J^E ACJ^^RSEiaJ. Qzawn 8tO, tJoth. ^. 

PJiitnirh's Lives of illustrious Men. With Notes and a Life of 

Plutarch b y JOHN and WM. LAN CHORNE. and Portralti. T wo VoISm demy 8 vo. half-bo und lof . 6A 

Poe's (Edgar Allan) Choice ~ Works in Prose and Po*etry. With Intro^ 

duction by CHARLES BAUDELAIRE. Portrait and Facsimiles. Crown 8vo. doth. is. 6A 

Th< My f r y of M>rU Rogat, &c Post evo. i llustrated boards, ax. .________- 

Pollock (W. H.).— The Charm, and other Drawing-room Plays. By 

Si r WALTE R B ESANT and W A LTER H. PO LLOCJ C Wit h 50 IllustTations. Crown 8to. doth gil t. <f. 

Pollock (Wilfred) War and a Wheel : The Gnecb^turkish War as 

Seen from a BEcyde. With a Ma p. Crown 8to, pictur e cover, t s. 

Po pe's Poetical Works. Post 8vo, ciothTiimp, 25. ^ 

Porter (John) . —Klngsclere. Edited by Bvron Wbbber. With 19 

full-page and many smal le r Illustrati ons. Seco nd Editio n. Demy 8vo. d ot h d ecorate d, itr . 

Praed (Mrs. Campbeli)~» Novels by. Post 8vo, illust. bdsT, 25. each. 

The RonuuiM of a Station. | Tho Soul of Coant— Adrian. 

Crown 8vo, doth, v. 6d. each '; pMt 8to, boards, ar. each. 

Ontlav and Lawmakov. l Chriatlna Chard. With Frondsplaca by W. FACST. 

Mrs. Tvtttfasklss. With 8 Illustrations by ROBERT Sauber. Crown 8vo. doth extra, y. 6A 
llulmat An Anglo-Austra lian R om ance. Crown 8»o. cloth, 6j. 

Price (E. C), Novels by. 

Crown 8vo^ doth extra, y. 6d, each : post 8vo, illustrated boards, ax. each. 

Talentlna. | Th a Foylgnawu | Mrs. Xianoastov's aival. 

Oarald. Po s t 8to, CT ustr ated boards, as, 

Princess Oiga.~Radna t A Novel. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s, 

Proctor (Richard A.), Works by. 

Flowem of tha Sky With ss lUustrations. Small crown Stq. cloth extra, 3^. 6d, 

Baay Star Xiassona. With Star Maps for every Night in the Year. Crown Svo, doth, ta 

Familiar Bolenca Btudlaa, Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s. 

Saturn and Ita Byatom. With 13 Steel Plates. Demy Svo, dodi extra, lor. 6d, 

Mystarlos of Tlma and Space. With numerous Illustrations. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, |g, - 

Tha Unlvarsa of Buns, &c. With numerous Illustrations. Crown Svo. cloth extra. 6f« 

W«tfM IVB4 Wiuits Of Bol«n«« W9rk«rf. Cnym9ro,%s.64. 
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Pryce (Richard).— Miss Maxwell's Affections. Crown 8vo, cloth, 

with FronUspiece by HAL LUDLOW, sf. 6d.; post 8vo. illuatrated boards, as. 

Rambosson (J.).— Popular Astronomy. Translated by C. B. Pit- 

MAW. With Colourea Frontispiece and numerous Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7J. 6rf. 

Randolph (Lieut.-Col. Qeors:e, U.S.A.).— Aunt Abigail Dykes: 

A NoTcC Crown 8vOb cloth extra, 7-f« 6cL 

Read (Qeneral Meredith).— Historic Studies in Vaud, Berne, 

and Savoy. With 31 ftill-page Illustrations. Two Vols., demy 8vo, doth, a^. 

Reade's (Charles) Novels. 

The New Collected LIBRARY EDITION, complete In Seventeen Volumes, set in new lon^r primer 
type, printed on laid paper, and elegantly bound in cloth, price 3^. 6tL each. 

8. Tha Double Cflarrliulfii 

9. Orimth Gaunt 

10. Foul Play. 

11. Put Youfialf f n Hit Fluaiw 

12. A TarMbJa Te[]ipti.tlani 

13. A Simpl«[tan* 

14. A WoinH.n'ltatAF. 

15. Thb JlJt^ rind oilii:r St&rica; and Gooa 

z6. A FuriLoug Secret. 

17. Re^dianfl.^ and Slbi« OHLCaBtonh 



z. Petf Wolllngton; and CbvUtld John^ 



Peg Wolllngton 
■tone. 



s. Hard Cash. ^ . 

3. The Cloistop and fha Hearth, witii • 
Preface, by Sir WALTER BrSANT. 

4- * It Is Mevsv Too Lata to Msnd.* 

5. The Coarse of Traa liovo Never Did 
Ron Smooth t and Blngleheart and 
l>oublefaoe. 

flu The Autobiography of a Thief; Jaolc 
of all Trades; A Hero and a Mar- 
ty* t and Tha Wandering Heir. 



In Twenty-one Volumes, post 8vo, illustrated boards, as. each. 



Peg WofSngtoB. 1 Christie Johnstone. 
•It is Never Too tiate to Mend.' _ 
Vhe Coarse of Trae Iiove Never Did Ron 

Smooth. 
The Aatoblography of a Thief; Jaok of 

all Trades ; and James Lambert. 
Iiove Me Little, liOve Me I«ong. 

Se Doable Marriage, 
e Cloister and the Hearth. 



Hard Gash. I Grlfllth Gaunt. 

Foul Play. I Pat Yourself in His PUoe. 

A Terrible Temptation, 

A Simpleton, i The Wandering Heir 

A Woman-Hater. 

Blngleheart and Doublefaee. 

Good Stories of Man and other Animals. 

The Jilt, and other Stories. 

A Peril ous Secret. | Readiana. 



POPULAR EDITIONS, medium 8vo, 6d. each : cloth, is. each. 
*Xt la Nevev Too Late to Mend.* | The Cloister and the Hearth. 

Peg Wo fflngtont and Christie J ohnstone. 

It is Never Too L»te to Mend' and The Cloister and the Hearth in One Volume. 

medium 8vo, doth, as, —_— ^_^--.^_-— — 

Christie Johnstone. With Frontispiece. Choicely printed in Elzevir style. Fcap. 8vo, haIf-Roxb.2j.6<^ 
Peg Woffington. Choicely printed in Elcevir style. Fcap. 8vo, half-Kozburghe, 2s. 6d. 
The Cloister and the Hearth, in Four Vols., post 8vo, with an Introduction by Sir Walter BR- 

SANT, and a Frontispiece to each Vol.. 14;. the set; and the ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY EDITION, 

with Illustrations on every page. Two Vols., crown 8vo, doth gilt, 4ax. net. 
Bible Characters. Fcap. 8vo, leatherette, is. 
Selections from the Works of Charles Reade* With an Introduction by Mrs. Alex. Irb- 

LAND. Crown 8vo, buckram, with Portrait, 6s. ; CHEAP EDITION, post 8vo. cloth limp, as. 60. 



Rlddell (Mrs. J. H.), Novels by. 

Weird Stories. Crown 8vo, doth extra, y. &/. 



8vo, do th extra, y. &/. ; post 8vo, illu strated boards, at. 
Post 8vo, illustrated boards, as. each. 
The Uninhabited House. | Fairy Water. 

— - - - - - HerM< 



The Prince of Wales's Garden Party. I Her Mother's Darling. 

The Mystery in Palace Gardens. I The Nun's Curse. | Idle Tales. 

Rlmmer (Alfred), Works by. Square 8vo, cloth gilt, 7s, 6d. each. 

8ur Old Country Towns. With 55 lUustrations by the Author. 
ambles Round Eton and Harrow. With 50 illustrations by the Author. 
About England with Dichens. With 58 lUustrations by C. A. Vaitobrhoop and A. Rimher. 

Rives (Amelle).— Barbara Dering. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, 35. 6d, 

post 8vo, illustrated boards, as. 

Robinson Crusoe. By Daniel Dbfob. With 37 Illustrations by 

George CRUIKSHAWK. Post 8vo, half-cloth, as. ; cloth extra. gOt edges, as. 6d. 

Robinson (F. W.), Novels by. 

Women are Strange* Fost 8vo. illustrated boards, as. 

The I^ds of Justice. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 60. ; post 8vo, aiustratcd boards, ax. 

The Woman in the Dark. Crown 8vo. cloth, y. 6d. 

Robinson (Phil), Works by. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, 6s, each. 

The Poets* Birds. | The Poets* Beasts. 

The Poets and Nature i Reptiles, Fishes, and Insec ts. 

Rochefoucauld's Maxims and Moral Reflections. With Notes 

and an Introductory Essay by Saintb-Beuve. Post 8yo, cloth limp, 2S. 

Roll of Battle Abbey, The: A List of the Principal Warriors who 

came from Normandy with Wmiam the Conqueror, zo66. Printed in Gold and Cdouis, sr. 
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Rosengarten <A.).— A Handbook of Architectural Styles. Trans- 

lated bf W. COLLBTT'SandarS. With 630 Illustrations. Crown tvo, cloth extra. 7X. 6dL 

Rowley (Hon. Hugh), Works by. Post 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d, each. 

'Poniana t Riddtes and Jokes. With numerous Illustntiona 

MorcPuntana. Profuse ly Illust rated. ^ 

Runciman (James), Stories by. Post 8vo. bds., 25. ea.; cL . 2s. 6d. ea. 

Sktp p <ip,» Shell^acka. 1 Ora — Balmal<n*« B w—th»art. j Schoo to A Scho laf. 

Russell (Dora), Novels by. 

A Country' Bwaathoavt. Crown 8vo, cloth, sr. €d, post Sto. picture boards, as* 
_ The Drift of Fato. C rown 8vo. doth, y. 6d, 

Russeii (W. Clark), Novels, &c., by. 

Crown Ivo. cloth extra, %t. 6d. Mch ; post 9ro, illustrated boards, as. each ; doth limp. as. ^ each. 
Round tho Gall«r-Fir«« 
In the Mlddlo Watoku 
On the Fo'k'sle Head. 



A Voya<« to ttae Capo. -^ 
A Book for tho iiammo«k.«*l, 
Tho Mystory of ih% •Oooan Star.* 



The Romance of Jenny Harfowe. 
~ ~ Ocean Tragedy. ' «r 

Shipmate IiOuIe«k 

^ne on a Wide Wide Beat ' 

The Good Ship * Mol&oelb* 
'" ^ni^uilom Death. 



Crown 8vo. cloth, y. 6d. each. «^ 

The Tale Of the Ten. With is lUuatra- I b He the Man? I The Convlot Bhlpb 
tions by G. MONTBARD. | Heart Of Oak. I The I«a»t Bntry. 

Saint Aubyn (Alan), Novels by. 

Crown 8vo. cloth extra, y. 6d. each ; post tro. Illustrated boards, as. each. 
A Fellov Of Trinity. With a Note by Oliver Wendeli. Holmes and a Frontispiece. 
The Junior Dean. i The MaaUr of Bt. Benedlet'e. i To Hie OMrn Mastefb 
Orohard Oamerek | In the Face of the World . I 

Fcap. 8vo. doth boards, is. 6d. each. 
The Old Mald*t Bveetheart. | Modest Little Sara. 



Th e Tr e mlett Dl amon de. Crown Sro, cloth extra, y. &f. 



Saint John (Bayle).— A Levantine Family. A New Edition. 

Crown Svo. cloth, y. 6tl. 

Sala (Oeorge A.).— Qasl ig ht and Daylight. Post 8vo, boards, 25. 
3aunders (John), Novels by. 

Crown Svo, doth extra, y. 6d. each ; post Svo. illustrated boards, as. each. 
Gay Waterman. | The Uon In the Path. i The Two Dreamers. 

Bound to the WheeL Crown Svo. doth extra, y. 6rf. _«____—__ 

Saunders (Katharine), Novels by. 

Crown Svo, cloth extra, y. 6d, each ; post Svo, fllnstrated boards, as. each. 
Martfaret and Blixabetk« I Heart Balvatfe. 

The HKh MUla. | Bebaet ian. 

Joan Merryweather. Post Svo. illustrated boards, as, 
Gi deon'e Rook, Crown Svo. c loth extra, y. 6rf. 

Scotland Yard, Past and Present : Experiences of Thirty-seven Years. 

. B y ExChieflnspector CAVANACH.ifc Post Svo. ill ustra ted board s, as. ; dot h. a s.6d. 

Secret Out, The : One Thousand Tricks with Cards ; with Entertain- 

inj; Experiments ioDrawinff-room or 'White' Magic' By W. H. CRBUBR. With 300 lUustrations. Crowa 
Svo. cloth extra, 4s. (xL • 

Seguin (L. G.), Works by. 

The Gonntry of the Paseton Play (Oberammergan) and the Highlands of Bavaria. With 

Map and 37 Illustrations. Crown Svo, cloth extra, y. 6d. 
Walks In Algiers. With Two JVIaps and 16 Illustrations. Crown Sv o. cloth eytra. 6s. 

Senior (Wm.).— By Stream and Sea. Post Svo, cloth, 25. 6^. 
Serg eant (Adeline) .—Dr. Endicott*s Experiment. Cr. 8V0.35. 6<f. 
Shakespeare for Children: Lamb's Tales from Shakespeare. 

With lUustrations. coloured and plain, by J. MOYR SMITH. Crown 4to, doth gilt, y. 6<<. . 

Shakespeare the Boy. With Sketches of the Home and School U^e, 

the Games and Sports, the Manners. Customs, and FoUcrlore of the Time. By WiLliam J. ROLFB, 
Litt.D. With 42 Illustrations. Crown Svo, doth gilt, y. 6i<, 
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Sharp (William).— Children of To*inorrow. CrovHSf gvo. cloth. 68. 
Shelley's (Percy Bysshe) Complete Works In Verse and Prose. 

Edited. Prefaced, and Annotated by R. HBRNB SHEPHERD. Five Vols., crown 8vo, dotb, y. id. each. 
Foettcal Works, in Three Vols. : 

Vol. I. Introduction by the Editor i Posthtamous Fragments of Margaret Nicholson ; Shelley's Corrc> 
spondence with StOckdale: The Wandering Jew; Queen Mab, with the Notes} Alastor, 
and other Poems; Rosalind and Heleo; Prometheus Unbound ; Adonais, &c 
n XI. Laon and Cythna; The Cenci; Julian and Maddalo; Swellfoot the Tyrant; The Witch of 

Atlas ; Eplpsychidion ; Hellas. 
., III. Posthumous ntm&i The Masque of Anarchy ; and other Pieces. 
Pros« Works, in Two WtHa. : 
eTw 



VoL L The Two Romances of 2astro2zI and St Inryne ; the Dublin and Mailow Paipphlets;, A Refu- 
tatioQ of -Ddsm r Letters to Leis^i Hunt, and some Minor Writings and Frannents. 
w II. The "Es&ays ; Letters from Abroad ; Translations and Frannents, edited l^ Mrs. SHELLEY. 
With a Biography of Shelley, and an Index of the Prose works. 
V Also a few cop i es <rf a Large-paper Edition. 5 vols., cloth, £9 x^x. 6d. 

Sherard (R. HQ.—Rogqes; A Novel. Crown 8vo. cloth, 15. 6d. 
Sheridan (General P. H.), Personal Memoirs of. With Portraits, 

Maps, and Facsimiles. Two Vols., demy 8vo, cloth, 84f. 

Sheridan's (Richard Brinsley) Complete Works, with Life and 

Anecdotes. Including his Dramatic Writings, his Works in Prose and Poetry, Translations, Speeches, 
and Jokes. With ib Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3^. 6d. 

Ths Rivals* TH^ SobOoI for Scandal* and other Plays. Post 8vo, half-bound, ax. 

Bbsridan's Comedies : The Rivals and The Sehool for Scandal. Edited, with an Intro- 
duction and Notes to each Play, and a Biographical Sketch, by BranoeR MATTHEWS. With 
Illustrations. Demy Svo, half-parchment, tas. td. 

Sidney's (Sir Philip) Complete Poetical Works, including all 

those in ' Arcadia.* With Portrait, Memorial-Introduction, Notes, &c., by the Rer. A. B. GROSART, 
D.D. Three Vols., crown Svo, cloth boards, y. 6rf. each. 

Signboards : Their History, including Anecdotes of Famous Taverns and 

Remarkable Characters. By JACOB LarwOOD and JOHN Cauden Hottbn. With Coloured Frontis- 
piece and 94 Illustrations. ■ Crown Svo, cloth extra, js.6d. 

Sims (George R.), Works by. 

Post Svo. illustrated boards* as. each ; doth Hmp, as. 6d. each. 

DramsM of Life. With.6o Illustrations. 



Memoirs of a Landlady. 

My Two Wives. 

Scenes from the Show. 

The Ten Commandments 1 Stories. 



The Ring o* Bells. 
Mary Jane's Memoirs* 
Mary Jane Married. 
Tinkletop's Crime. 
Zeph t A Circus Story, te. 

Tales of To-day. 

Crown Svo, picture cover, tr. each ; cloth, xs. 6d. each. 
Th« Dagonet RCiCiter and Reader: Being Readings and Recitations in Prose and Verse 
selected from his own Works by GEORGE R. SIMS. 

The Case of Oeortfe Candlemas. | Datfonet Ditties* (Fr<Mn rue Re/sret.) 

Rogues and VatebondS. A New Edition. Crown Svo, doth, y. 6d. 

How the Poor iLive { and Horrible liondon. Crown Svo, picture cover, xr, 

Dagonet Abroad. Crown Svo, cloth, y. 6d. ; post Svo, picture boards, ax. 

Sister Dora: A Biography. By Margaret Lonsdalb. With Fout 

Illustrations. Demy Svo, picture cover, jd . ; doth , 6<<L 

Sketchley (Arthur).—A Match in the Dark. Post Svo, boards, 25. 
Slan^ Dictionary (The) : Etymological. Historical, and Anecdotal. 

Crown Svo, cloth extra, 6s. 6d. 

Smart (Hawley), Novels by. 

Crown Svo, doth, y. 6d, each ; post Svo, picture boards, w. each. 

Beatrice and Benediok. j Without liove or Uoenct. 

Crown Svo, cloth, y. 6d. each. 
Lontf Odds. I The Mast er of Rathhelly. { Th e Outsider* 1 A Racing Rubber. 
The Plunger. Post Svo, p icture boards, a*. 

Smith (J. Moyr), Works by. 

The Pclnoe of Argolis. With t«> Illustrations. Post Svo, doth extra, y. 6d, 

The Wooing of the Water Wlteh. With numerous Illustrations. Post Svo, doth, 6s. 

Society In London. Crown Svo, 15. ; cloth, i5. 6d, ^* 

Society in Paris: The Upper Ten Thousand. A Series of Letters 

from Count PAUL Vasili to a Young French Diplomat. Crown 8vo. doth, 6s. 

Somerset (Lord Henry).-— Songs of Adieu. Small 4to, Jap, vel.. 6j. 
Spaldlns: (T. A.. LL.B.).— Elizabethan Demonolosy: An Essay 

on the BeUef in the Existence of DevOs. Crown Svo, cloth extra, sr. 
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Speisrht (T. W.)» Novels by* 

Post 8vo^ Olustnted boards, cr. each. 
Th« Hjstoricfl of HmpoB Dyke* I $lio Loudwatov TrM«Ay* 
By D«vloas Ways, arc. I Boptfo** Romanoe. 
Hoodwlnkadi_& Saady «vofl My slavy. QuitiiaBoa in Fall, 
fha Oolden Hoop. Jl HiiskaBd tMoi tha Baa. 
iaok to Ufa. 

Fost Sro, doth limp, u. 6d, each. 

A BaAan Titla.* \ Wtia o» Ma Wlfltf 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, y. 6d. eaeh. 
A SaoMt of tha Baa. | Tha Gray Monk. I Tha Maatav of Tvaaaaea. 
A MlBlon of tha Moon x A Ro mance of the King's Highway. 

Spenser for Children. By M. H. Towry. With Coloured Illustrations 

by Walter J. Morgan. Crown 4to, doth extra, y. 6d. 

Stafford (John), Novels by. 

l>oria and I. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3^. 6d. 

Caglton Frtora. Crown 8vo, doth, gilt top, it. 

Starry Heavens (The) : A Pobtical Birthday Book. Royal i6mo. 

doth estry, w . 6d, 

Stedman (B* C), Works by. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 9s. each. 
Ylotortan Foata. j Tha Foato of a«arioa. ' 

Stephens (RIccardo* M.B.).— The Cruciform Marie: The Strange 

Story of RICHARD TRBGBNNA, Bachelor of Medicine (Unir. Edinb.) Crown 8to. cloth, y. 64, 

Stemdale (R. Amiitage).— The Afghan Knife: A Novel. Crown 

•ro. cloth eatra, y. 6tL \ post 8vd. tUustrated boards, ax. 

Stevenson (R. Louis) » Works by. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 25. 6i. ea. 

With a Frontispiece by WALTER CR 
1 Frontispiece by WALTER Cranb. 



TravaU with a Donkey. With a Frontispiece by WALTER CRANB. 
in Inland Voyatfa. wFth a r • - - •■ 



Crown 8vo, buckram, gilt t(^,6j. each. 

tan and Books. 

Bilvarado Bquattars. With Frontispiece by T. D. Strong. 



FamtUar Btndlaa of Men and Books. 

Tha Silverado Squatters. With Frontispiece by T. D. Si 

Tha Merry Men. I Underwoodat Poena 

Memories and Portraits. 



Irglnlhus PaerUque, and other Papers. | Ballads. | FvtBOa OUdh 

BToas the Plains, with other Memories and Essays 
air of Hermlston. (R. L. Stevenson s Last work.) 



Boroas_the Plains, with other Memories and Efsa^s 

BOBga of TraveL Crown 8ro, buckram, y. 

Maar Arabian Mights. Crown 8vo, buckram, gflt top, Or. : post 8vo, Illustrated boards, af. 

The Bololde Clubi and Tha Bajah*s Diamond. (From New Arabian Nights.) With 

Eight IBustratbns by W. J. HENNESSY. Crown 8vo. doth. yt. 6d. 
Tha Bdlnbartfh Bdltlon of tha Works of Bobert I«oals Btavanaon. T w e nty -seve n 
, Vols., demy SVo. This Edition (which is limited to x.ooo copies) is sold in Sets only, the prk:e ol 
which may be learned from the Booksellers. The First VoUune was published Nor., 1894. 

Stories from Foreign Novelists. With Notices by Hblbn and 

ALICE Zimmern. Crown 8vo, doth extra. 3s. 6d, ; post Sro, illustrated boards, as. 

Strange Manuscript (A) Found in a Copper Cylinder. Crown 

8vo. cloth extra, with 19 Illustrations by GILBERT GAUL., sr. ; post 8vo, illustrated boards, as. 

Strange Secrets. Told by Percy Fitzgerald, Conan Doylb. Flor- 
ence Marry AT. &c. Post 8to. illustrated boards, sx. 

Strutt (Joseph). —The Sports and Pastimes of the People of 

Bn^and { induding the Rural and Domestic Recreations, May Games, Mummeries. Shows, &c.. from 
the Earliest Period to the Present Time. Edited by WILLIAM HONB. With 140 Illustrations. Crown 
tro, doth extra, -js. 6d. 

Swift's (Dean) Choice Works, in Prose and Verse. With Memoir, 

Portrait, and Facsimiles of the Maps in • Gullirer's Trarels.' Crown Syo, doth, 3*. 6d, 

S>nlUvar*s TraTols, and A Tale of a Tub. Post 8vo, half-bound, ax. 
onathan Swift : A Study. By J. Chukton Collins. Crown Svo. doth extra. 9t, 
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Btadr of BhKkaKpftlll^. Crawn. Iro, Rr. 
^ngB of thfl BprlndtldBB. C^ami (fvo, <*' 
udL»H Id BoAfj CtOMnS-nn^is* 



Swinburne (Al^rernon CO, Works by. 

Baleotions from tha Po^tloal Wovka of A Bta 

A. C. ■wlnbaPB«« Fcap. 8vo 6s. 
Atalanta in Calydon* Crown 8vo, 6r. 
Ghastelard t A Traffedy. Crown 8vo, 7'* 

Poams and Ballau. FuistSbribs. Crowa TrL^tram of iivo ^__ _ 

8vo. or fcap. 8vo. 9r. A Century of Roan da Lb.. SmuQ^li^. Sj^ 

Foams and BaUads. SacOND Sbriss. Crowa " " ' " 

8to, 9s. 

Foams * Ballads. Third Sbribs. Cr.»ro.7«. 



Bonjf s bsfora Bunrisa. Crown 8to, tor. 6A 
Both wall 1 A TraMdr. Crown 8vo, tax. 6d, 
Bongs of Two Nations. Crown 8vo, 6r. 
Oaorge Chapman. {See Vol II. of G, Chap- 
man's Works.) Crown 8vo, ^r. 60, 
Bssaars and Btadias. Crown 8vo» tat, 
Braontheas : A Tragedy. Crown 8vo. 6s. 
A Mota on Chavlotta Bronta. Cr. 8vo, €s. 



Bangs of tha BprlndtldBS. Ctcwa (fvo, is. 

BtudL»a In Baitgj CtoMnS-nn^is* 

Kafv Btuartt A Traeedv* OcwutTOi 9s. 

- ■ tpai A_'^__ .. 

__ _Bnti__, , . _. 

A Mldsummar HotJday. CroTira tf o, ir^ 
Marino Fallaro: A TT.ib;«dj'. Crown !!«<}, (x. 

fiBtadral Victor Hugo. Ctawatio,Af. 
tBcalJanias. Crown Svo.u 



IiDCirliia 1 A Tr4^C!Lly. Crown Svo, ^. 

A Study of Ban Jonson. CfQwn Svol Tf* 

Tha Blatars ; A Triieedy, CruwQ ivo^ &r, 

A at ro ph al I A' c. C ta*^ a^n, ji-. 

BEudlei In Praia and Poatry. Cr. Cvaifr. 

Tha TaLa al BaJun. Cft^vfEt S^o, js. 



Syntax's (Dr.) Three Tours : In Search of the Picturesque, in Search 

o( Consolation, and in Search of a Wife. With ROWLANDSON'S Coloured Illustntions. and Ufa of Uia 
Author by J. C. HOTTEN. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, yx. 60. 

Taine's History of English Literature. Translated by Henry Van 

Laun. Four Vols., snutt demy 8vo, cloth boards, aox.— POPULAR EDITION. Two Vols., Urga crawa 
8yo. cloth extra, isx ■ 

Taylor (Bayard). — Diversions of the Echo Club: Burlesques of 

Modem Writers. Post 8yo, doth limp, ax. 

Taylor (Tom). — Historical Dramas. Containing 'Clancarty,' 

* Jeanne Dare,* 'Twixt Aze and Crown,' 'The Fool's Revenga, 'Arkwrighfs Wife,' * Ana* Bdeyn, 

* Plot and Passion. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7X. 60. 

%* The Plays may also be had separately, at ix. each. 

Tennyson (Lord) : A Biographical Sketch. By H. J. Jbnningb. Post 

8vo, portrait cover, ix. ; doth, »x. 60. . 

Thackerayana : Notes and Anecdotes. With Coloured Frontispiece and 

Hundreds of Sketches by WILLIAM MAKEPEACE THACKERAY. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, fs. 60. 

Thames* A New Pictorial History of the. By A. S. Krausss. 

With 340 Illustrations. Post 8vo. picture cover, ix. 

Thiers (Adolphe). — History of the Consulate and Empire of 

France under N^deon. Translated by D. FORBES CAMPBELL and JOHN STEBBING. With 96 Steel 
Plates, la Vds., demy 8vo, doth extra, tax, each. ■ 

Thomas (Bertha), Novels by. Cr. 8vo, cl., 35. 6d. ea.; post 8vo. 25. ea. 

Tha Yio]in-Playax>. | Ppoud Ma isia. 

Crasslda. Post 8yo. illustrated boards, ax. 

Thomson's Seasons, and The Castle of Indolence. With Intro* 

duction by Al^LAN CUNNINGHAM, and 48 Illustrations. Post 8vo. half-bound, ax. 

Thombury (Walter), Books by. 

Tha Lifa and Corraspondanoa of J. m, W. Tnmar* With Eiffht Ilhistratlons In Cdlotm end 
Two Woodcuts. New and Re vised Edition. Crown 8vo. clo th, y. 6a, 

Post Ivo iDustrated boards, ax. each. 
Old Btoriea RS'told. I Tales for tha Marinas. 

Timbs (John), Works by. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 75. 6d. each. 

Tha History of Clnba and Club Ufa in London i Anecdotes ef its Famous Coffee-houses, 

Hostelries, and Taverns. With 43 Illustrations. 
English Eooantrles and Eoo^ntrieitlas t Stories of Ddusions, Impostures, Sporting Scenes, 
Eccentric Artists. Theatrical Folk, Sec With 48 Illustrations. 

Transvaal (The). By John de Villibrs, With Map, Crown 8vo. n. 
Trollope (Anthony), Novels by. 

Crown 8ro, cloth extra, jt, 60, each ; post 8vo. illustrated boards, ax. each. 
Tha Way Wa Live Now. I Mr. Boarborongh's Family. 

Frau Frohmann. | Tha Lan d-Iiaaguars. 

Post 8vo, iUustrated boards, ax. each. 

Kapt in tha Dark. 1 Tha Amariean Banator. 

Tha Ooldan Lion of Oranpara. | John Caldlgata. | Marion Fay. 

Trollope (Frances E.), Novels by. 

Crown 8vo. doth extra. 3X. 60. each ; post Svo, mustrated boards, ax. each. 
X4kt Biaps Upon ti>« S«a. | Hb^mII F?otfr«M. 1 Anna Fumtis. 
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Trollope (T. A*)*— Diamond Cut Diamond. Post 8vo, illust. bds., 25. 
Trowbridge (J. T.).—Fam€ill's Folly. Post 8vb, illust. boards, 25. 
Twain's (Mark) Books. 

, , Crown Svo, doth extra, y. 6d. etch. 

Tli« CholM Wovks of Hark Twain* Revised and Corrected thronghoat by the Author. Witk 

Life, Portrait, and ntimerous IHustratioos. 
Koutfhtog It I and Tha Itiiioetnts at Roma* With aoo ninstratlonsby F. A. Frasbk* 
. Tha Amariean Claimant. With 8z Illustrations by Hal Hurst and others. 
Tom Sawyav Abroad. With s6 Illustrations by Dak Bearo. 
Tom Sawyer, Dateotlva. &c. With PhotoBfravure Portrait « 
Pudd'nhaad Wilson. with Portrait and Six IHlustrations by LOUIS LOBB. 
Mark Twain's Library of Humour. With 197 Illustrations by £. w. Keublb. 

Crown |7D, eleth ex^ra^ 5t. id. itadi j pofit Btd, picture boards, ar. each. 
Jl Tranqp Jlbr^Oftd. Willi 114 TlluntrnilciTiQ. 
Th* I nrtocente Abroad ; ai. Thn New ^ircrien % Fre^Rit. With 934 mustratlons. (The Two SbS^ 

Einv' E^fJtitDn kcruirlcLi MTAuFk Twkln^'e Plttfteure Trip.) 
The oilded Age. Idy Mafck Tw^cr^ and C. D. VVAkF^tiic. With axa Ilhutrations. 
The Adveniuree at Tom S^wyeFt WUii m ILI'ustriLtioas. 
The Prince and the Pauper, w'kth iv^ Jltustrai.]f]ji&, 
Lire on ihe MlsEiisaippi. vvjih idq lHu'^iTniiDris. 

The AdTentiiPfca or Iiuokieberi-y Finn* wichT?^ Illustrations by fi. W. Kbmblh* 
A y&tihea ikL the Court at HlhA Arlbtir, AViih :f;«u Illustrations by DAN BBARO. 
Th« Stnlan While El^phmnL. 
The Jei*W)OtO0O Bnnh'Mpt» . 

Hark Twain** Bkatehas* Post 8to, illustrated boards, 9s, 

Parsonal Raoollaotioni of Joan of Are« With Twelve Dlttstratlons by F. V. Du Mono. 

Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 
Hora Tramps Abroad* Crown 8to, cloth, gilt top, &r. [Xcv, 

Tytler (C. C. Fraser-).— Mistress Judith : A Novel. Crown 8vo, 

cloth eatr^ y. 6rf. ; potf 8vo. illustrated boards, v. " 

Tytler (Sarah), Novels by. , 

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, y. 6d. each ; post 8ro. illustrated boards, ar. each 
Lady BaU. | Burled DUmonds. 1 Tha Blaokhall Ohostl* 

Post 8vo, iUustrated boards, ar. each. 
What Bha eama Throutflu I Tha Huguenot Family.- 
Cltoyanna Jacquallna* I Noblassa Oblltfa. • '^ <^ 

Tha Brlda's Pass. I Beauty and tha Bamiti 

Saint Mango's City. \ Dlsappaa rad. •♦'^ 

Tha Haedonald Lass. With Frontispiece. Crown 8vo, doth. y. 6d, 

Tha Witoh-Wlfa. - Crown 8vo, cloth, y. 6d. {Shttffy, 



Upward (Allen), Novels by. 

A Crown of Straw. Crown 8vo, cioth. fir. 



Crown 8to. cloth, y, 6d. each ; post 8to, picture boards, er. each. 
Tha Quaaa Against Owan. | Tha Princ e of Balklstan. 

* Ood Sava tha Qaaan 1 ' a Tale of '37. Crown Svo. decorated cover, ir ; cloth, ar. 

Vashti and Estfier. By • Belle' of The World. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 35. 6d,' 
Vizetelly (Ernest A.).— The Scorpion: A Romance of Spain. With 

a Frontispiece. Crown Svo, cloth extra, y. 6d. 

Walford (Edward, M.A.), Works by. 

Watford's County FamlUas of tha UnlUd Kingdom (189t). Containing the Descent, 

Birth, Marriage. Education. &c., of 12,000 Heads of Families, their Heirs, Offices, Addresses, Clubi^ 

&c Royal Svo, doth gilt, sor. 
Walford's Shilling Paaraga (ISM). Containing e.Ust of the House of Lords. Scotch and 

Irish Peers, &c. 32010, doth. u. 
Walford's ShllUng Baronataga (ISM). Containing a List of the Baronets of the United 

Kbgdom, Biogtaphieal Notices, Addresses, &c samo. cloth, ir. 
Valford*s ShUllng Knlghtaga (ISM). Containing a List of the Knighti of tha United 

Kfaigdani, Biographical Notices, Addresses, dec S2mo. doth, xr. 
Walford's Shilling Housa of Commons (ISM). Containfaig « Utk of all the Mombcn.of ths 

New Parliament, their Addresses, Clubs, dec. samo, doth, xr. 
Walford's Complata Paaraga* Baronatag^i Knlghtaga, and BOSM of Commons 

USM). Royal 35?wp,cletH,i»!ted6c%5j; ^^ *• »^* «•» ••• t/i<*r/ra* 
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Waller {S. E.).^S^bastiaiii'5 Secret, With Nine fuU-page lUus- 

trations by the Auth or. Crown 8yo. doth. 6s* ' ' ' 

Walton and Cotton's Complete Angrier ; or, The Contemplative 

Man's Recreation, by IZAAK WALTON ; and Instructions How to Angle, Jot a Trout or Graylinff Ui a 
clear Stream, by CHARLES COTTON. With Memoirs and Notes by Sir UAKRIS NICOLAS, and 6x 
Illustrations. Crown «vo, cloth anti que, js.*d. 

Walt Whitman, Poems by. Edited, with Introduction, by William 

M. ROSSBTTL Wtth Portrait Crown 8vo, hand-made paper and buc kram. 6** ' ' ' 

Ward (Herbert), Books by. 

Fiir« Y«ara with thtt Contfe Cannibals. With 92 Illustrations, ftoyal 8ro, doth, lir. 
My LUa with Btaniay'a Baar Guard. With Map. Post Svo, is. ; -cloth, ts. ed, 

Warner (Charles Dudley).— A Roundabout Journey. Crown Svo, 

doth extra. 6s. 

Warrant to Execute Charles I. A Facsimile, with the 59 Signatures 

and Seals. Printed on paper 22 in. by 14 in. sf . 
Warrant to Bxecnta Mary Qaaan of Boots. A Facsfmile, faidudinsr Queen Elizabeth's Signa> 
ture and the Great SeaL as, 

Washin^on's (George) Rules of Civility Traced to their Sources 

and Restored by MONCURB D. CONWAY. Fcap. Svo. Japanese Tellum, as. 60. 

Wassermann (Lllllas) and Aaron Watson.— The MarquU of 

Carabaa* Post 8vo, illustrated boards, as. 

Weather, How to Foretell the, with the Pocket Spectroscope. 

By F. W. CORY. With Ten Illustrations. Crown 8vo, ts. ; doth, ts. 6d. 

Westall (William), Novels by. ';' " . 

Truat-Honey. Post Svo, Illustrated boaros, as. ; doth, as. 6d, 

Sons of BaliaL Crown Svo, doth extra, y. 6d. 

With tha Bad Ba^as A Romance of the TyroL Crown Svo, doth. &r. 

Weistbury (Atha).— The Shadow of Hilton Fernbrook: A Ro- 

mance of Maoruand. Crown Svo, cloth, y.6d. 

White (Gilbert) .—The Natural History of Selborne. Post 8vo. 

printed on laid paper and half-bound, as» 

Williams (W. Mattleu, F.R.A.S.), Works by. 

Soienea In Short Chaptars. Crown Svo, doth extra, ^s.^d. 

A Simpla Treatise on Haat. With Illustrations. Crown Svo, doth, as. 6tU 

Tha Chamistry of Cookery. Crown 8vo. doth extra. &r. 

The Chemistry of Iron and Steel Makintf. Crown Svo, doth extra, 9^. 

A Vi ndication of Phrenology . With Portrait and 43 Illusts. Demy Svo, doth extra, tas. 60. 

Williamson (Mrs. F. H.).— A Child Widow. Post 8vo, bds., 2j. 
Wills (C. J.), Novels by. 

An Basy-tfping Fellow. Crowr 
His Dead Past. Crown Svo, doth, 6x. 



Wilson (Dr. Andrew, F.R.S.E.)t Works by. 

Cha|»ters on Evolution. With 259 Illustrations. Crown Svo. cloth extra, -ts. 6d, 

Leaves from a Naturalist's Note-Book. Post Svo. cloth limp, as. 6d, 

Leisure-Time Studies. With Illustrations. Crown Svo, doth extra, 6s , 

Studies in Life and Sense. With numerous Illustrations. Crown Svo, doth extra, ts. 

Common Aocidents t How to Treat Them. With Illustrations. Crown Svo. u.: doth. xs,td. 

Glimpses of Nature. With 35 Ilhistrations. Crown Svo, cloth extra, ^fO. 

Winter (John Strange), Stories by. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 

as. eath : doth Ump, 9J>. id: csdu 
Cavalry Life. \ Begtefnt al Ltf—di. 

Cavalry Life .and Ratflmantal Letfends. Ubrary Edition, set In new type and hand. 

somely bound. Crown Svo, cloth. 3J. 6?. 
A Bpldier'a Children. With 34 Ilhistrations by B. a TUOMSON aid E. Stuart KAXor. Crown 

Svo, doth extra, 3^. 6d. 

WIssmann (Hermann von). — My Second Journey through 

Bqnatorial AfWo. WithQalHiistrationi. Demy 8wi> doth, ifly. 

Wood JH. P.), Detective Stories by. Post Svo, boards, 25. each. 
[^ CMFMMai«tfMm8fMkiB«yM«« I SM BBgUthaafl off the B«« eeias 
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id eriATTO St iVlNDlJS. Ill ^t. MartinU Lane, Loddda. W.& 

Wood (Lady)*— Sablna; A Novel. Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s, 
WooUey (Celia Parker).— Rachel Armstrong; or, L.ove and The- 

ology. Post 8ro. Oltntrated boards, «f. ; cloth, as. 6tL 

Wright (Thoinas), Works by. Crown 8vo. cloth extra. 75. 6d. each. 

91m CarloatUM Hlstonr of th« Q^orgBU, With 490 Caricatures, Squibs, &c 
Hl^vy 9t CarleatuM and of th* Orot«Ma« ta JLrt. IdtomtoM. ■eulptw*. wmA 
Planting. Illustrated by F. W. FaikHOLT, FJS.A. ^ 

Wynman (Margaret .—My Flirtations* With 13 Illustrations by 

J. Bhrnakd partridge. Post 8vo, cloth limp. flJ. 

Yates (Edmund), Novels by. Post 8vo. illustrated boards. 2s, each. 

liana mM tami. \ Tha Fo»<om Hopa. I Caataway. 



Zangwill (I.). — Qhetto Tragedies. 

A. S. Boyd. Fcap. 8to, cloth. %t. net. 



With Three Illustrations by 



*Z. Z.* (Louis Zangwill).— A Nineteenth Century Miracle. 

8»o, doth, y. 6i. . 



Cr. 



Zola (Emllfi), Novels by* Crowa 8vo, cloth ejctra> 31. 6d, each. 

Hla ■xnallanuy rBll|r*ll* ltoui«11^ With in tntrcMlucEbQli by ^tlHltST A. Vi2£T£LtiV. 

¥ba Drmm-Bhop (L'Aa*aminol?i, edited by li. A. Vizetelly^ 

Tbft ¥mt mad tha TDln. Translated by HrnIt^t A. Vj^ETELLV. 

Mon*y< TransUted by E HNH^T An V i ziriE ll v. 

Tha DawnT&ll. TF«niI?t?4 by tt, A^ ViJUJEi-i-V. 

Tha Draain< Tnniliteil \iy ?,L12A CHASI!^ Witb Eiffhi tllustniEcDi b^ jBAHNlOTi 

Doctor PiiAaaJ, Trm^tated by E. A. Vj^htfi-1.\^, With Pwtnit af Oit AuluMr, 

LfiUTdaa^ Tr^fttUltd toy F.M HG-ST A, V|/ETHI.LVi 

Roma. Tranvlal<!dbyEHMlJSTA.V[^RTRl.l^V■ 



Far Is. Trtn]-,Jj(f.J tov Eft:^gST A. VlZETSLLy, 



_{/n ^wr^rmfffth 



SOME BOOKS CLASSIFIED IN SERIES. 

%* For fuller cataloguing, set alphabetical arrangement, pp» 1-36. 



A JalTner KniBd My S«gnd- By X. DC M a [STRA, 

Tr^nF.lalt4 bv Sir UEMitV AlTWEtX, 
Quipi and Qa^d<tlt]»i. Sy W. D. A[>aU3. 
Tliii Af £hiiy ColuKii of ^ Ifl* "* 



The May fair Library. Post Svo, doih limp, qj. 6J- per Volnaia, 

ThMtrtcal Amc4otu« Br Jacob i^AM.vfoOD. 
Wlt^rh itpdrt By li. LVNH Linton* 
OnrvH^TM, fly H, Lv^^f L^nton. 
Futtiaet aad Fii,ye». By K. MACORECOIt. 
H«w FftO) Ud V(r|lAl«. % W. H. I^ALLOCIL 
Tht 14 iW EepqUUo. [!^ W. JH. MA LLOCJC 
fqck OB PlfWIU. By H, C, FitNNIILL. 
F*i[anuB«'iftdilIad. B)r H. C. FHhfNHLL. 
ItuH or K&TrUr, Editqtl by If. C FENMF.LU 
Tbana« : Hn Ufe cncl A3m^ By K. A, Pai^K. 
Taniank Sy Hon, Hwr^H KOWLBHr. 
Hon Faalaua, 1 1 ^^ 1 i c^n. J r r - ,- H ELo WLEY. 



HaLuicMoly AnitomlMd: AbridkjtrifrnlbfBllETOM. 
roatki,! iD^AAlikltllf. By W. T. LKJB^UM. 
T^B OuTibaJxd Patpftra, Tl^ PIN Hi! i:, 
W. a. OLlbiprt'i Fla^. T3iir«« S?Tl<ei. 
tougf al Irlib Wtt 4Ad UimLoar. 
AotmLli and Ui»lr iiut*rL El> ^^L^ A. [I P.I.fS. 
I^clftl Freuflr*. Dy Hii A. HCLT^- 
Cviotlt^t* Pf CrltlcilKn By It. I. iRNNlKdi^. 
tbt AvtP(^^«( of UiH Brta^Elut'Tablt. By UtlVBK 

f f B«il ud F»]Ftt«. Dy R. KR^fPT. 
Unit Eiaayi [ ftLFn Laud's Lrti ea5. 
rorenale Amcdoua. By Jacob l^AKW o aPk 



Thf FhJlJiiDpkT ofHAndwraliaf. 
BTBCTianani Bea^ Hr ^Vtllia 
Marai tram a HabinXiiii KBtfrVaek. By Dr, 



r UTLLlAMSErtlOR. 



ANDREW M'1LS02I, 



The Golden Library. Post 

DiTtnlouof the BcIm 01«b. Bayard Taylor. 
ioBgi far Sailorfl. By W. C. Bennett. 
Utm of the Hecromancen. By W. Godwin. 
the Feetleftl Work* of AlezMdar Pope. 
■eeaee of Coantarr Life. By Edward Jesse. 
Tale for a Chimney Ooraer. By Leigh hunt. 



8vo, cloth limp, ss. per Volume. 
The Atttoerat of the Breakfast TaUe. B] 

OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES. 

La Mort d'Arthor : Selections from Mallory. 
ProTiaeial Letters of Blaise PascaL 
Kaxiins and BefleetiaBa of SoehefsueaaU. 



Handy Novels. Fcap. Svo, cloth boards, is. (m^ each. 
The (Ud Maid's Sweetheart. By A. St. Aubyn. i A Lost Bonl. By W. L. Alden. 
Madest Little Sara. By Alan St. Aubyn. I Dr. PaUiser's Patleat. By Grant Allbi*. 

■evea Sleepers of Bphesus. M. E. Coleridge. Ifonte Oario Stories. By Joan Barrett. 
Taken ftoan the Bnemy. By H. Newbolt. ' Black Spirits and IThtte. By R. A. Cram. 

My Library. Printed on laid paper, post 8vo. half-Roxburgbe, ts. 6d. each, 
guttoa and Bxaiinattea af WIIMaa Shak^eare. r Chrictie Johastoae. By Charles Rbaob. 

By w. S. Landor. Peg Woflngton. By Charles Reaob. 

The J>amal af Manrice de Onerin. ' The Dramatie Essays of Oharles Lamb. 

The Pocket Library. Post Svo. printed on laid paper and hf..bd., as. each. 




By Charles Lamb. 
ius^ted tnr C. CRUIKSUANX. 



fhs assays of Uia. 

dOddtUM. BTTM6MASHOOa 

rsOhair, ByDoucLASltaiioi 

"- Br ■aiLLAT'SAVAKffl. 
%««. iy THOMAS Moot!. 



White's Hatual History of Belbarae. 
GalUver's Travels, dec ByDeanSwirr. 

Richard Brinslsy shbridan. 

aftheOUnrr. By Jacob Laawood. 
■s. filttstfstad. 



Flays 
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THE PICCADILLY NOVELS. 

Library Editions op NovBLS.many lUnstrated, crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each. 
By Mrs. ALEXANDER. By MORT. & PRANCES COLLINS. 

▲Uftlnturert | MoM'iOholc* 1 By Womaa'tWlft "^ ' .--.-^-^ ^- — 

By P. M. ALLEN. 
OrMn M Onu. 

By GRANT ALLEN. 



Ducheu or Fi^wjj^uidd 

ptECBi 

At Manet V^lna, 
Under Sft^itd QTi.tn 



ItAhw '\.mi. 

Tn mil EhMpi- 

TH^fl flecltQnUiff Hudi. 

TMi MprEal OoLL 
TbB TtntA of i}h«in. 

By MARY ANDERSON. 

Othello' A 0[:cU|nA.T.laD. 

By RDVViN L, ARNOLD, 

Flin tlLfi yhttsJrlMt. : Co'DitAblfl of Et. KldiolM. 

By ROBHKT BARR. 
Tn L BtaLibcr Chair. t A Wbtsaa lAtenrenta. 
TrQtQ WboBc JiourDA, I fitvf&r;^ ■ 

By FRANK BARRbTT. 

Tht W^imftii of t-tip Iron BrmctJatt. 

Tbe Hu-dinc Bc&ndAt 1 A ULiaiog WllntHL 

By *BELL1^/ 
VMhtl *ad Eitliar. 

By SirW. BESANT and J. RICE. 
Beady-MoneyMorttboy. By C«Ua'i Arbour. 

With H*rp and Crown. 
Thii Son ot Volcan. 
Tho Golden Bnttorf 7. 
Xho If oaks of Thelouui. 



duiplain of tho PlMt. 
Tho Seamy Bide. 
The Case of Mr. Lncrafk. 
m Ttafalnr'i Bay. 
The Ten Teara' Tenant. 



By Sir WALTER BESANT. 



Alt BortA a,nd Cosdi 

tlOUB of MfrD. 

Tb£ Cvpt^Qd' BLoam. 
AU Id ^ GardBTi ta.\l. 
IXoioihT ForiUr. 
IJade Jack. 
Tlie World Wint Tity 

Weli Xhfln. 
QMUrcB of IHbaali. 
!Bvr PaiBlAL 
Tar TalUi and FrtedOm. 
TbCaU HfrrMine. 
Tbe itet^oit <■' UAn. 

By PAUL BOURGET. 
A ImItLdz ]^JB. 

By ROBERT BUCHANAN. 



TbflBcUdf Bt. Fftoi'L 
The Holy Roio. 
ArtaDr«l of LycDuiv. 
B.Kntherini'B bv Tower 
VerbBB& OAjD#ilJa ELi« 

)>fiuiotU. 
The l¥ort Qktt. 
ThH llahel Qae«fi. 
I^Toivd the BfaamiOf 

Avarice. 

Thv HMt^T Crtf utm&a. 
Tbfi C.ty of RcfftBe. 



The Hew Abe mH. 
IfLtt. I Ra hcJ DC at. 
tiajter of thi If me. 
Tho Heir cf Lltitie 
Waih&n and lb? Ul^n . 
BnBd and ^hUfl Hfr^ther. 
Xad; EUpKtrlc:!. 

- ■" muRRAy. 



BtijLilDw of tht Sword, 

A tTUildorNatnrfi. 

God and th« Utn. 

irM- fcyrdntt Of Madeline 

LoTeld* fof Eifer. 

AniiAii W&ter, 

PuTplo7« Miflor. _ 

ROB. BUCHANAN 4 HY, 

Tho Cbu-lAlin- 

By J, MITCHELL CKAPPLE. 

The Hinor iJhord. 

By HALL CAINH^ 
V\it ttkirdav ofbCrloie. J Thft DccmiUrr 
A Bon of Hai^ar. 

By ANNE COATES. 

Ble'i DIatt- 

By MACLAREN COBBAN. 

The Red Edits s, I Tha Dnrdanof lubel 

By WILKIB COLLINS. 

The ?voI>c«^b]*i. 
Th* Law aiMl the l>ady» 
The Eavntad BbteL 
The FailtJi Laavi*. 
Jevebat'i UaachtAT. 
The mvk Kohan 
Eaart and ftdtnoa. 
* I flay Hot'^ 
L{ttJ« Roveli. 
The EvU Geplnv. 
Tbe I>fac^ otOaio. 
A lone'i ufe. 

Tlifl ^iroatb Deep. Bilsd I4t4. 



, <. \ Arts rl>»rlt. 

MolTaiDa. I AntonliLa 
BaalL [ Bide and b««l(. 
IhaSead Becfet 
QDflca Of Hearts, 
MylBPrtHaBlai. 
— -^^-TiiftWWta, 



Poor Idfi nncih. 
MU or Kn. t 



AraBsmination. 
Blackrairth 4 fl 



From Midnight to MM* 

night. 
Ton Play me FalM. 

COOPER. 



. _i Scholar. 

TheVillaceOomedy. 

By E. H 

Otoflorj HamUton. 

By V. CECIL COTES. 

Two Oirla on a Barge. 

By C. EGBERT CRADDOCK. 

Hit Vanldied Star. 

Bv H. N. CRELLIN. 

Romaneei of tho Old Seraglio. 

By MATT CRIM. 
The AdTontnrea of a Fair RebeL 

By S. R. CROCKETT and otheri. 
Talei of Onr Ooait. 

M. CROKER. 



The Beal Lady HPdn» 
Murried or Single T 
Two Maateri. 

In theKingdom of Kerry 

Interference. 

A Third r 



By B. 

Diana BarrlngUm. 
Froper Pride. 
A Family Likenen. 
Pretty Mim NotUI*. 
ABirdofPanage. 
'To Let.' J Mr. Jerris. 
Village TUea 4 Jungle 
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By J. BERWICK HARWQOp. 

Tho Teath Earl 
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Two-Shillin6 HoynLi,9— continued. 
By JULIAN HAWTHORNB. 



Beatrix BMidolplL 
LoT«-H>r • Nam*. 
David PoindextMT's •!•• 



TlM Bpectr* of th« 
Camera. 



Oarth. 

XUlc* QnftntUL 

TmtvjMM FooL 

MlM Cadonia. 

8«bartiaa8tro 

IHut. 

By Sir ARTHUR HELPS. 
iTMi ii Biroa. 

By a. A. HENTY. 
ElUvlktht Juggler. 

By HENRY HERMAN. 

▲ Leadiag jLady. 

By HEADON HILL. 
Saatea tAe Detecuve. 

By JOHN HILL. 
Trealofi Felonf . 

By Mrs. CASHEL HOEY. 
fke Lorer a Creed. 

By Mrs. QEORQE HOOPER^ 
The Howe of Baby. 

By TIQHB HOPKINS. 
Twlzt Love and Duty, 

By Mrs. HUNQERFORD. 

▲ llaldcn aU Forlorn. I Xady Vemen FUght 
la Durance VU*. I The Bed Hovm Uyitei f 
Marvel. I The Three Gracea 

A Mental Btmgi^ I Unestiafitctory Lover. 
AModemCireo. I Lady Fatty. 

By Mrs. ALFRED HUNT. 
Thomleroft'iModeL | Belf-Oondemned. 
That Other Person. 

By JEAN INOELOW. 
rated to he Free. 

By WM. JAMESON. 
Ky Dead 8e&. 

By HARRIETT JAY. 

flM Daik CoUeen. | Queen of Counanflil. 

By MARK KERSHAW. 
Colonial Facta and Fictions. 

By R. ASHE KINQ. 

A Drawn Game. I Passion's Slava. 

•The Wearinf of the BoU Barry. 



By EDMOND LEPELLETIBR. 

Madame Sans Gene. 

By JOHN LEYS. 

Ske Lindsays. 

By E. LYNN LINTON. 



FatrieUKemhalL 
The World WeU Loot. 
Vndeririaeh Lordf 
FastonOarow. 
*MyL0T0l' 



The AtonemMt of Loam 



With a Bilken Thread. 
Bebelofthe Family. 
Sowing the Wind. 
The One Too Many. 
By HENRY W. LUCyT^ 
Fleyeo. 

By JUSTIN McCarthy. 



Waurdallv NcLglibDiin- 
My Esfmr'i Davghterr 
A rail- Buoa. 
Unli J Kochford. 
Mlm MlsaBtlirppi 



HomM^ Qnbtott, 
iCvId at Atbeni. 
The Opmet ot a Aeasoi. 
The Dictator, 
fted Dfambiidi, 
MACCOLL. 



By HUCin 

Mi, ItTKmgtT'M iB«ai»d FaclLe£. 

By aEDItOE MACOQNALD. 

Vutber and SUDw. 

Bv AGNES MACDONELL. 

By KATHARINE 5. MACQUOIDi 
The XtU Bvi. j Lost ]t»t. 

By W. M. MALLOCK. 

^ Komance i>r the HJhe- 1 The lew BeptUltb 
t*«lh Oatify. i 



^ By FLORENCE MARRYAT. 

Ofttn I ifesame t | A Harvest of WUd Oata. 

Fitting the Air. | Written in Fire. 

By J. MASTERMAN. 
Hhlf-a-dosen Daughters. 

By BRANDER MATTHEWS. 
A SOcret of the Bea. 

By L. T. MEADE. 
A Soldier of Fortnne. 

By LEONARD MERRICK. 
The Man who was Good. 

By JEAN MIDDLEMASS. 
Tooeh and Go. I Mr. DbrlUioa. 

By Mrs. MOLESWORTH. 
Eathercottrt Bectory. 

By J. E. MUDDOCK. 
Stories Weird and Won- 1 From the Bosom of tho 

derfuL Deep. 

The Dead Man's Secret. I 

By D. CHRISTIE MURRAY. 
A Uadel Fatbir. ~ '* ' 

Jci^pli'i Coat, 
COELlia Df Tire. 

Va' i^LraueiB. I Keirts. 

Old BLiiz«r'i Beto. 

Tbe Way at the World, 

Cynic FoTtaofl. 

A LLin '3 A taR<ic3«at. 

By MURWAY and HE 

One Trtvf LJtr JLtLtirns. I The Bishops' Bihlo. 

Paul JiOLtm A A.HjLi. I 

By HENRY MURRAY. 

A Game of Bluff. I A Song of SiJipence. 

By HUME NISBET. 
* Bail Up I ' I Dr.Bemard St. Vincent. 

By W. E. N0RR15. 
Saint Ann's. 

By ALICE O'HANLON. 
The Unforeseen. I Chance 7 or Fato T 

By aBORQES OHNET. 
Br. ftunean. | A Weird Gift. 

A Last Love. | 

By Mrs. OLIPHANT. 
Whiteladies. I The Greatest Hotress la 

The Primrose Path. J Begland. 

By Mrs. ROBERT O'REILLY. 
Fhmhe's Fortanes. 

By OUIDA 



By the Gate of the Sea. 
A Bit of Human Nature. 
Pint Person Singnlar. 
Bob Martin's Utile Girl 
Time's Revenges. 
A Wasted Crime. 
In Olreit PerU. 
Mount Despair. 
RMAN. 



Two Ut W!H4tD i^BM. 

Moths. 

BLmbL. 



PlplitreUo. 
AYUiagtC 



Held in Sondage, 

StrAtJunore, 

Olundaa. 

U&4«r Two Flafi, 

Oecll CMtlematoe lOagt 

TrIcoUtL 

Fock. 

Fol^e Tuine. 

ADagof riaadfTi. 

FaicareLn 

Slrna. 

Fti^QCQU NspraxiaOl 

Xa^WiAterCaty. 

Arii.dne. 
FrJendiiU^' 

by MARGARET AQNES PAtU 
Oeatb a "' 



, . Oonaima, 
Winda, 

OtlLtlLU' 

In Mvemmai 

B7rJm. 

Santa Barbara. 
Two OffftDdtn. 
OnldKi WUdoA, Wtt, 
and PaFELOs. 



PIRKI5, 
POB. 



ajtd Btmple. 
By C, 
Ladf Levalace. 

By EDCiAR A 
The ItTftterr of M>nft Xofftt. 

By MrA. CAJV)PBELL FRABO. 
The Kqman«« ot a Station. 
The Bou] of Ooutsai Adriaa, 
Outlaw and Lawmaker, 



By E. C. PRICE. 
' " i.LBaea 

llgJARD PRYCa. 
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Two^HXLLiNG Novels— con/tnfieii. 
Bv JAMES PAYN. 



BtBttack's Taior. 

Karvhjr'i MmUt. 

▲ OoaatyFamUy. 

AtHerMtrcy. 

CMtl-fl Tryst. 

TlM Ctyflards of Clyt». 

Th* foster Brotkert. 

Fo«nd Dead. 

The Best of Hasbaadi. 

Walter's Word 

Halves. 

Fallen Fortnnes. 

Hnmoroos Stories. 

M300 Eeward. 

A Kariae Resideace. 

Mirk Abbey 

By Proxy. 

Under One Boot 

High Spirits. 

Oarlyon's Tear. 

From Exile. 

For Cash Only. 

Kit. 

The Canon's Ward. 



The Talk of the Tovi. 
Holiday Tasks. 
A Perfect Treasure. 
What He Cost Her. 
A Confidential Aceat. 
Olow-wora Tales. 
The Burnt KilUoa. 
Sonny Stories. 
Lost Sir Massingberd. ' 
A Woman's Vengeance. 
The Family Scwegrace. 
Gwendoline's Hanrest. 
Like Father, Like Son. 
Married Beneath Him. 
Not Wooed, but Won. 
Less Black than We're 

Painted. 
Some Private Tiem. 
A Grape from a Thorn. 
The Mystery offCir- 

bridge. 
The Word and the WilL 
A Prince of the Blood. 
A Trying Patient. 
By CHARLES READB. 
It <■ Never Too Late to A Terrible Temptation. 



M«nd. 
Christie Johnstone. 
The Double Marriage. 
Put Tonrself la Bis 

Place 
Love Me LitUe. Love 

Me Long. 
The Cloister and the 

Hearth. 
The Coarse of Trne 

Love. 
The Jilt. 
The Aatebiography of 

a Thief. 



Fool PUy. 
The Wandering Heir. 
Hard Cash. 
Bingleheart and Doable* 

face. 
Qood Stories of Man and 

other Animals. 
Peg Wofflngten. 
Orifflth Gaunt. 
A Perilous Secret. 
A Simpleton. 



A Woman-Eater. 



By Mrs. J. H. RIDDELL. 



The Uninhabited Honse. 
The Mystery ia FaUee 

Gardens. 
The Nun's Cane. 
Idle Tales. 



Weird Stories, 
fairy Water. 
Her Mother's Darling. 
The Prince of Wales's 
Garden Party. 

By AMELIB RIVES. 
Barbara Derlng. 

By P. W. ROBINSON. 
Women are Strange. | The Hands of JusUoe. 

By JAMES RUNCIMAN. 
I^yptiBri AGdi 8tie:Lbicki. I Sch0vlA Had Bcliolars. 

Uy W. CLARK RUSSELL. 

Round the t^ASi^y Tire, . The JiomAace of Jenny 
bn. the Fo']l'iI« Uea4. Harlo^D, 

tiL the Tlilld^lft Watch. ' Ail OtBiii trfk^tif* 
A ViJjagft to thi' 0*lJe, My Shipmate T.nuiie. 
A Soak i<a ike lUm Aluqp DnWirttWidftBea. 

mack. I TbB Goad Ship ^Me* 

The MynttTj of the hot^k/ 

'Oceiia ^tAr/ i The Phivlitom 13b&Ul 

By DORA RUSSELL. 
A C&untry Bwttibcarl. 

Bv OtORGH AUaUSTUS SALA. 

Gaillilht and I}iviii!]it- 

By JOHN SAUNDERS. 
Buy Waterman. I The Lion in the Path. 

Ihe Two Dreamers. I 

By KATHARINE SAUNDERS. 
Joan Merryweather. I Sebastian. 
The High Mills. Margaret and Eliza- 

Heart Salvage. I both. 

By QEORQE R. SIMS, 



The Ring o' Bells. 

Mary Jane's Memoirs. 

Mary Jane Married. 

Tales of To-day. 

Dramas of Life. 

tiakletop's Crime. -.^ 

By ARTHUR SKBTCHLBY. 
AMatohl&theDark. 



MyTwoWivei. 

Zeph. 

Memoirs of a Laadlady. 

Scenes from the Show. 

The 10 Oommandmeate. 



Dagpni 
SICBT( 



•net Abroad. 



-By HAWLBY SMART. 

Without LoTO or Uceace. 
The Plunger. 
Beatrice and Beaedfck. 

By T. W- SPEIGHT. 



Back to Ufe. 
The LoudwaterTnkge4. 
ance. 



Burgos Romance. 
Quittance in FnlL 
A Husband from the 84 



nie Mysteries of Heroa 

The Golden Roepn 
Hoodwinked. 

By Devious Ways. _ 

By ALAN ST. AUBYN. 
A Fellow of Trinity. I To HLs Own Master. 
The Junior Dean. I Orchard Damerel. 

Master of St.Benediot's | In the Face of theWerlcIt 

By R. A. STBRNDALE. 

The Afghan Knife. 
• By R. LOUIS STBYBNSON. 

Hew Arabian Nighte. 

By BERTHA THOMAS. 

Creulda. | The VieUaPlayeA 

Proud Malsie. | 

By WALTER THORNBURY* 

Tales for the Marines. | Old Stories Retold. 

By T. ADOLPHUS TROLLOPB. 

Diamond Cat Diamond. 

By F. ELEANOR TROLLOPB. 

Like Bhipi apoa the I Anne Fnmess. 
Sea. I Mabel's PrMress. 

By ANTHONY TROLLOPB. 



The Laad-Leagners. 
The American Senatw. 
Mr. Searbovoai^'s 
• FamUy. 
OeldenLton of Chranpere 



Fraa Frohmaaa. 
Marioa Fay. 
Kept in the Dark.' 
John Caldigato. 
The Way We Live Kow. 

Rv J. T. TROWBRIDGE. 

Fara^U A Fottyh 

Uy IVAN TURGENIEPP, d:c 

Btorlei from Ftft^lfn Novetliti. 

B^ MARK TWAIN. 
A Ht Allure Triji 0& ttaP '" 
ContiDtnt- 



The OLlct«d Ate. 
RuclL^eberry FloiL 
MArkTwala'i ftktUhsi. 
Tom lawyer. 

A TrdLtny Ahtro-a.d. 

Tl white £lep1i&ntr 



StoL 

By C. C, 
Miilrcu Judrth. 



Lire pn the] 

The Prince and 

Pauper. 
A Yankee at the Court 

of King Arthur. 
Thft *i, 

Note. 



FRASER-TYTLER. 



By SARAH 



TYTLER. 

Th« Hutri^enot Family. 
Ta« SlAokhali Ghosts. 
WhAi SheOameThrough 
E«aut]!r BAd the Beast, 
Oltoyeune Jaqnellae. 



The Brtde' 
Burled DlamDiidi, 
St. IlCLini;D A City. 
Lady Bell. 
NobisAiv DE»lige. 
DiiapDaared. 

By ALLEN UPWARD. 
The Queen against Owea. | Prince of Balklstaa. 
^God Save the Queea I* 
By AARON WATSON and LILLIAS 

WASSERMANN. 
The Marqals of Carabas. 

By WILLIAM WESTALL. 
Trust-Money. 

By Mrs. F. H. WILLIAMSON.. 
A Child Widow. 

By J. S. WINTER. 
Cavalry Life. | Regimental LegeBde.4 

By H. F. WOOD. 
The Passenger from Scotland Yard. 
The Englishman of the Rne Cain. 
By Lady WOOD. 
Bablna. 

By CELIA PARKER WOOLLEY'/. 
Rachel Armstrong ; or, Love and Theology. 

By EDMUND YATES. 
The Forlorn Hope. I Castaway. 



Land at Last. 



OheUe 



Trafe2es! 



ZANQWILL. 
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